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HENRY PAUL FUNERALS

CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

’ ST
4 \ FUNERAL PLANS FROM
Fu%eral (%) Golden Chartf*
Gul e '(‘-'er"j Smart Planning for Later Life

Warwick Park Little Court

Warwick Park 26 Roopers
Ne

Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells
TN3 0QL
01892 863414
For more information please call 01892 864429 or email
admin@mghomes.co.uk

mghomes.co.uk
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Welcome

Dear Readers,

As | write this it is the morning of the village Fete, the weather is looking good
and | hope everyone has a great day there. So much work goes into arranging
this and preparation so a massive thank you to all involved. All proceeds go
towards maintaining the Recreation Ground and Village Hall. Do send us
through any photos we would love to include them in the September issue.

Do note the meeting to update everyone concerning the Chapel project is on
Thursday 29th June in the Village Hall at 7.45pm - your support would be
much appreciated. This is such an exciting project which would enhance the
village tremendously.

Good luck to all taking exams, starting new jobs or new ventures. Have a great
summer and see you in September!

Very best wishes

Sara
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the September 2023 edition should be sent
before 10th August 2023 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or
pdf files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice,
therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the
content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or tfreatment received from
the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before
accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of treatment. All articles &
inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment. The editors reserve
the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance

July
Mondays Library
Tuesdays Bowls Club Practice .25
Walking Football p.4
Mon 3rd July Full Council Meeting p.15
Wed 5th July Praise & Play p. 4
Wed 19th July Praise & Play p. 4
August
Mon 7th Aug Full Council Meeting p.15
Sat 26th - 27th Aug  Messy Camp p.25

Future Dates

Sat 9th Sept Speldhurst Flower Show

Sat/Sun 28th Speldhurst Art Show
& 29th Oct



News & Announcements

What'’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in July/August
Bumps and Babes, which enables new Mums in the village to get to know
each other, meets twice a month on a Monday from 10.30. Contact Jenny

for more information.

Praise and Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets fortnightly (in term time)
from 9am.

We will be meeting on Wednesday 5th & 19th July.
There will be no Praise and Play in August but we’ll be back in September.
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or

know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892
541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com.

Walking Football Kicks Off for 2023

Walking Football group is about to restart on the rec:

Speldhurst Walking footballers would welcome men and women of all ages
and abilities to join our group. It's all about getting some gentle exercise and
having fun. So, whether you have ever played football, or not, do come and
join us.

We will be meeting at 7pm at the all weather pitch on Speldhurst rec on
Tuesday evenings (weather permitting)

Please do contact Brian on 07940 013135 if you are interested in joining us
or if you would like any further information.




OPEN MEETING - updéte on the C.hapél rjéct
Thursday 29 June - 7.45 pm at the Village Hall

The Chapel Project working group and the management committee of
Speldhurst’s Community Shop and Post Office will be giving an
update on the status of the Chapel project.

Everyone is welcome - please join us, take the opportunity to hear

what’s going on, ask questions and give us your feedback.

= T

» Hear about progress towards raising the finance needed for the
project.
s Learn about how your existing community shop is doing.

* Understand why we need more volunteers to sustain the existing
community shop and make the Chapel project a reality.

The building and site represent a one-off opportunity to create a
community hub, incorporating a permanent site for the Community Shop
and Post Office (which at present is on a short lease until August 2024)
and a community space to allow continuation of the varied community
and faith activities hosted at the Chapel, whilst also providing a café area.

The building and site are at the heart of Speldhurst village and have the
potential, as a community asset, to enhance and complement the
amenities we already enjoy in Speldhurst.

Please join us - your support is essential for the project to succeed.

John Perkins, S5t Mary's Church. A
revjohnp@outlook.com ﬂ’

Edward Pinnell, Speldhurst's Community Shop .. oHug sy
and Post Office. ®*] gyop...°
speldhurstcommunityshop@gmail.com




Can you shop with us or spare some time to help ensure the
success (and continuation) of this invaluable village hub?

We have many opportunities available so if you've got a
few hours you can spare, we'd love to hear from you.
To volunteer, just pop in or email us
speldhurstcommunitysho ail.com

Or could you use the shop a little more, and help to secure
our shop for us all - now and in the future?

Come in and you'll find:

Fresh bread, milk, cheese, fruit, vegetables and meat
(all locally sourced wherever possible)

General provisions - Wines and beers - Cards and gifts
Newspapers and magazines - Dry cleaning and laundry
Freshly-made coffee and cakes

And don’t forget we also have our own Post Office counter
available for you 6 days a week.

ANY QUESTIONS? Pop in or a"
call us on 01892 863158
DHU
A RS
EST. s H o' P 201%




The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show
Saturday 9" September from 2.30pm
Speldhurst Village Hall

Whether you are a gardening enthusiast, keen crafter, dab hand in the
kitchen or budding photographer there is something for everyone of all
ages at the Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show.

Time to get planting!

Check out our Facebook page Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft
Show or our website page http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34

Alan Ford


http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34

Speldhurst — Tonbridge School Transport

Following the termination of the 288 bus service from Speldhurst to Tonbridge,
KCC have decided to make no effort to arrange an alternative. So, children at
Judd, Weald of Kent, Hillview, Hayesbrook, TGS and the other Tonbridge
schools have been left to make their own arrangements.

There are so many reasons for having a school bus; personal independence,
lower traffic rates, reduced pollution and allowing parents increased opportuni-
ties to work! Etc.etc.

So, a few of us are very keen to explore whether there is a community-based
solution to this problem — such as a minibus service. We would love to hear
from you if you have children affected or have some expertise/ideas to contrib-
ute.

This problem is going to grow as parents juggle getting their children who at-
tend schools in Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells to school on time. And we be-
lieve that the lack of available transport should not restrict the choice of schools
available.

Last year a school bus pass cost £450; a group of us pooling our funds may be
able to find an alternative.

Please get in touch:

Judith Malim 07966024860 judith.malim@gmail.com

Alex Pendaries 07779 322841 alexclack@mac.com



mailto:judith.malim@gmail.com
mailto:alexclack@mac.com

BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFE AND MARKET

[first Saturday of every month except lanuary)

SATURDAY 1 luly 2023 W
10am - 12.30pm L P
BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL : -

Meet your friends at “The Stage” café, enjoy filter coffee, tea and a piece of delicious
homemade cake

Produce for sale at the market include: Bread, free range eggs, pasties and other baked
savouries, cakes, scones, preserves, honey, wild bird food plus other exciting goodies.

Blackham Village Holl is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote ond maintain the
hall for the enjoyment of and benefit of the community

Speldhurst Bowls Club
R L }, 3 "d‘

It’s that time of year when all lawn bowls clubs are gearing up for the new sea-
2son. Asyou can see, at Speldhurst, we have a charming club house and a very
Efriendly club. If you would like to give bowls a try this year, why not pop along
Efor a free trial session. We have a practice/social evening every Tuesday
+5.30pm to 7pm during the season (weather permitting). No previous experi-
ence necessary and no need to pre-book or bring any equipment, just turn up

- with a pair of flat soled shoes.

* The 2023 season runs from 26" April to 22™ September.
If you want to know more please call Debbie 01892 861317 or email
: deb.moon@hotmail.co.uk
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

We're back in the car park at Penshurst Flace this
July with the best local seasonal food and drink

Summertime and the living is t:ﬂrlainl]r easy at Penshurst
this month. Eating In July Is all about keeping thingas simple as
the harvest of gloriously fresh local producereaches a
peak. Getting outside In the countryside Is the best idea this
month, weather permitting, and Il want to spend as little
time as possible In the kitchen.

S0 what to put in your basket? if you are planning a barbacue,
plck up burgers, steaks, sausages and chops from elther

of our meat producers and local I'?am dealer, Kieron’s Game

or choose wonderful fresh fish h from the Sussex coast.

The falks trom New Park Farm will be with us with Kent
strawberries and ragpberries. There's alao plenty of eholee for
easy plenles or beach trips with Scoteh eggs, sausage rolls,
pasties, pates and dips, brownies and buns.

Snacks, teas and coffee are available at the Porcupine Pantry.
Parking is plentiful, free and close by Dogs and families welcome
If you miss us this month, we'll be back on Saturday August Sth,
game time, same place, (The Knife Ninja will be back at
the market in August too)

Find us on Facebook, Twilter and Insfagram
WV kfma. org. ukspanshurs

10



MEN ON WEDNESDAY [MOW]

Men on Wednesday [MOW] does what it says on the tin. We are an informal
group of blokes who get together each Wednesday in Speldhurst Chapel for

wide ranging discussions. We draw our membership mainly from Speldhurst,
Langton Green but anyone from the surrounding area is welcome.

Men of all ages and backgrounds come but because we meet in normal working
hours, we tend to attract those who are retired. Content of meetings vary from
an open forum where we all chip in, to the occasional guest speaker and
sometimes we even get cerebral and reflect on the latest Reith lectures.

Anyone interested in giving us a try can contact revjohnp@outlook.com

JPELDAGRST
VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall Needs You!

HANDYMAN / CARETAKER REQUIRED
Our wonderful Caretaker is retiring later this year and we are looking for someone to
join us at our thriving village hall.

The position involves minor maintenance work. Heavier/major work will be carried out
by contractors and you will not be asked to carry out heavy lifting/complicated

electrical work etc.

This position would suit someone who is retired and likes DIY. It is a paid position and
hours can be agreed.

If you are interested in helping your local community in this way, please contact Sam
for a chat.

Sam Van Niekerk on 07894 903979 or speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com

11
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This has been the best year for buttercups | can remember. In the
picture it looks like a field of oilseed rape in flower. Although they are
not as golden yellow, the ones in the picture are Meadow buttercups.
They grow up to a metre/ 39” tall and they like lowland meadows.
The ones that grow in our lawns are Creeping buttercups. They send
out runners and new plants grow and root along the line. | think they,
with daisies, brighten up a dull green lawn.

Up on the Downs and other areas of dry grassland there are Bulbous butter-
cups which look very similar to the above. There is one found in undisturbed
areas of woodland called the Goldilocks buttercup. These flowers are often
imperfect with petals missing and odd sizes but still like all other buttercups
are very good for insects. The buttercup family is a large one and other mem-
bers bear no resemblance at all. There are 2 trees in flower also in the back of
the picture. They are Hawthorn. One has fresh white flowers and as they age
they take on a pink to reddish hue as the second one shows. The flowers are a
good food source for the pollinators and berries are loved by winter thrushes.
Leaves are the main food for many species of moth caterpillars. It is a good
hedging plant which makes it a very versatile plant for the garden and for wild-
life.

Alan Ford
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Speldhurst,
Yarish Council

Working for the
WNOLE COMLMLILLA '.’:1

POCKET PARK ROOPERS
We're now midway
through our 2nd re-
wilding season at Pocket
Park. It’s wonderfulto see
so many new plant
species emerging, do take
a look for yourself.

Thank youto Alan Ford -
i pictured with fellow

: A RERRRNERE  Environment Working
Group member Ed Langridge — who'is leading the project.

Having seen evidence of multiple moth speciesin the park, we now plan to
seta mothtrap later this month to find out more. We also havea

noticeboard on order so residents can read regular updates on whatto
look out for.

For more information on encouraging biodiversity in your own garden,
email admin@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 01892862927.

Red Clover Common Spotted
Orchidin bud
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Speldhurst
Parish Council

B
NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL
' & &hi . We were pleasedto see so many
- :

_;'} residents of all ages at our Annual
Parish Meetingin May.

The Rt Hon Greg Clark MP spoke
on a number of issues affecting
the local community — from pot
holes to water supply. He
concluded with a requestthat
residents contact him with their
concernsso he could raise thesein
parliament.

There were also presentations
from Parish Council committee
members, and input from Borough
Councillor Matthew Sankey.

If youwere unable to make the meeting this year, do think about coming
nextyear. Engaging with your local Councillors really will help youto have
a say on what happens in your neighbourhood.

Pictured is outgoing Councillor Julia Soyke receiving the Kent Association of
Local Councils {KALC) award from Councillor Simon Norton in recognition
of her many contributions to the parish.

SPELDHURST CHAPEL PROJECT
We are organising a public consultation so that residents can give their
feedback ona proposalto apply for a public works loan to fund the

purchase of Speldhurst Chapelto enable Speldhurst Community Shop to
move into it.

14



Thereis a process set out by KALC which this consultation must adhere to.
You can expectto hear from us soon with more informationand a
guestionnaire to complete. Do take the time to fill out your questionnaire;
this is an important decision for the whole community to make.

FIND OUT ABOUT LOCAL ROAD CLOSURES BEFORE THEY HAFPEN

With summer holidays approaching there may be an increase in road
works and closuresin the parish. We try to share most road closures on
our website, butif you wantto plan ahead, The bestway to get updates
and is through https://one.network. Create an account with one.network
to find out about all current and planned roadworks in your area.

SPEEDWATCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

With so much happeningin the parish that requires ourinvolvement, the
Councillors who have been coordinating Speedwatch in Speldhurst are
struggling to fit sessionsin. We are now at the point of submitting the
locations that we have agreed need trafficcalming measurestoKent
County Council Highways. To support our application we mustkeep
collecting Speedwatch data. If you have time to volunteer for Speedwatch
sessions please contact the Clerk to find out more (contact details below).

LOOK OUT FOR_.

More photos of our re-wilding of Pocket Park
elsewhere in this magazine.

PUBLIC MEETIN G5— EVERYONE WELCOME

Full Council Meeting 7.30pm, Monday 3™ July, Ashurst Village Hall

Full Council Meeting7.30pm, Monday 7° August, Palmer Room, Langton
GreenVillage Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL

Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil. gov.uk

For helpful information about us, visit
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.eov.uk or follow us on Facebook as
‘Speldhurst Parish Council’
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News from Clir Matthew Sankey

Where are we at?

Since | last wrote to you, | was also elected at the Leader of our group, The
Tunbridge Wells Alliance and | have taken the rather unusual step of declining
a position in cabinet. Instead, | have put forward Alliance Clirs Ellen Neville &
Nancy Warne. | am of the strong belief that if we are to make change, we
must first look at ourselves. Why continue to repeat the past that has failed
us year after year, its time for change and | am hell bent on delivering it. My
mantra has always been to employ people better than you and admit it!

The Borough Partnership

Our partnership with the LibDems & Labour will continue, as the only party to
gain seats The Alliance made it very clear that we would only continue if all
three parties would do so together.

What are we working on?

PR2: AKA The Bus Gate

This is the rather bizarre bus lane that you’re not allowed to drive through in
the town centre. | totally get that we need to reduce traffic in the town cen-
tre, but | am not sure that TWBC/KCC have delivered a system here that’s at
all sensible. It’s not clear and although I’'m assured the legal side is water-
tight, it’s just not simple enough and many of us are being fined. If you do get
a fine, and it is your first — APPEAL — I've been assured that first time offend-
ers will be let off!

In the meantime, | am pushing hard for us to find a new solution, this will
sadly take time.

Homes for Ukrainians

TWBC have been able to unlock some of our Section 106 money to purchase
some homes for our Ukrainian guests. This has come via a Grant from central
government and whilst | know it doesn’t solve the waiting lists for social hous-
ing, once the Ukrainian guests have left these houses become available to us.
The terms of the grant are specific on this. It’s an issue as many Ukrainians
are now finding themselves homeless.

16



| also urge anyone with even a small amount of free time to join our speed
watch team. Pop Paul Curry an email (paul.curry@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) on
that, he will be delighted to help you.

2024

In May 2024 the electoral boundaries will change. The ward of Speldhurst &
Bidborough will become Speldhurst & Rusthall. It will include Langton Green,
Ashurst, Old Groombridge & Rusthall. I shall be sad to be unable to represent
Bidborough. The residents there have only just wrestled control of their Parish
Council back and have some fantastic plans. Seeing what they had to go
through really does make you realise how wonderful Speldhurst Parish Council
is.

This change of Ward means that all Three councillors will be up for election.
This will result in a ballot paper that will likely include up to 15 names or more.

Your Borough Councillors

Contact Details Re-Election Date
Clir Matthew Sankey 07881 674 3:10 May 2024
(Alliance) matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
Clir Paul Curry 07515 938 765
{Alliance) Paul.curry@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
Clir Harry Allen 07523 005178
(Conservative) harry.allen@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
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As | write this the sun is streaming through my office window — and we’re all looking
forward to our summer holidays when term ends this month. For many of us that
includes enjoying the seaside — whether it’s a day trip to the South Coast or a couple
of weeks on far off shores.

Thanks to this term’s project ‘On the Beach’, the school’s youngest pupils in Pippin
class are well-prepared for such a holiday with more than just a bucket and spade.

As well as using various materials at the creation station to paint, draw and build their
own imaginary beaches, they have been learning about who and what live on Britain’s

e

seashore as well as venturing further afield through stories of sea voyages and oceans
around the world.

Closer to home Pippin children also took time
to introduce some of the older pupils to the
latest ad-
ditions in
their re-
ception
class — the
cutest of
chicks
which had
been
hatched out in the school incubator. It is some-
thing the school does every year as a ‘living’ in-
troduction to biology and an absolute delight for
all the children who watch the chicks hatch and
grow.

18



Summer or winter Speldhurst School encourages children to enjoy nature and the
outside whatever the weather, including a wide range of sporting activities with suc-
cess this season on both the cricket ground and the playing field. Our own ‘lionesses’,
the girls football team from Years 5 and 6 finished second in the local league — the
highest placement ever, whilst cricket enthusiasts, also from Years 5 and 6 represent-
ed Speldhurst brilliantly at the Nevill Cricket ground tournament.

Meanwhile back at school, Bramley class had their first PE lessons on the new climb-
ing wall. Climbing is one example of Speldhurst’s commitment to broadening the PE
curriculum — but one which children only start in year 3 and so there was lots of ex-
citement and enthusiasm. In Year 4, Empire class pupils are also getting lessons on
the wall and are beginning to traverse like experts.

From the climbing wall to the classroom,
both learning spaces have their own
challenges and goals. For Empire class,
there were enthusiastic but considered
debates as part of the English curricu-
lum, whilst Year 6 pupils in Russet class
were asked to look at a difficult decision
which had to be made in a book they are
studying ‘Stay where you are and then
leave’ by John Boyne, well-known for his
award winning ‘The boy in the striped
pyjamas’.

Russet class used a learning
technique called 'conscience
alley’ to help the book’s pro-
tagonist Alfie decide what to
do. He wants to rescue his
father, who is suffering from
shell shock after WW1, and is
unhappy in hospital. But what
is the right thing to do? Using
conscience alley, one pupil
Emily playing the part of Alfie,
goes along the line asking her
classmates for their opinions -
what they would do and why..

Happy holidays everyone. Sara Andrew - Communications Govenor
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Picture of the allotments at
Speldhurst courtesty of
Judith Malim - Editor

Speldhurst Village Website

Our website includes a calendar of village events, a photo
gallery, some village history, a selection of local walks
and cycle routes, past editions of Speldhurst News and
more.

Why not take a look at: speldhurst.org?
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Y froruise 8

MOVEMENT TO MUSIC
&
CHAIR BASED EXERCISE

COME & JOIN MY FUN AND FRIENDLY CLASSES!

« Improved mobility and co-ordination

Benefits of « Improved strength and flexibility
the classes: * Increased confidence and independence
« Exercises are adapted for seated and standing
* Fun and friendship
LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL
NEW CLASS!
Starting 16th May 2023

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)
Tuesdays at 2.00pm

Classes also held at Crowborough and Cross in Hand

e 07900 423676 e dianne@seated exercise 0o uk

o facebook.com/SeatedExercise
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Some pictures from the Speldhurst Fete - 17th June 2023
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¢
SPELDHUR
VILLAGE HALL

FOR ENQUIRIES VISIT

Speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk
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A Letter from St Mary’s

July/August 2023
Dear Friends, '

My theme for today’s service in St Mary’s was “All you need is Love and Faith”.
We all need to be loved, don’t we? As babies we are all reliant on our mothers
and fathers for love and protection. As we grow we might recognise that others
around us also show love towards us and we can love them too. Most people
find a soulmate with whom they want to spend the rest of their lives. This love
is strong and hopefully long lasting. God’s love is all encompassing; His love is
much stronger than human love and not dependent on us doing anything to
warrant being loved.

For the last 20 years...give or take a few...Douglas Wren has been our Rector. He
has led and guided those of us in the Ministry team along the paths God has set
out for us. We have all recognised that God is our ultimate leader and our help
in times of trouble. Without a Rector now, are we all lost and wandering in a
wilderness? Of course not because we have a God who loves us and will guide
us through the storms of an interregnum. We will continue to serve our Parish
and to keep things running to the best of our abilities.

With God’s love and guidance we will all grow, ministers and congregations
alike. We need a Rector to keep us all working together amicably but God is our
ultimate Leader. He loves us and will never leave us.

God bless you all. | hope you have a lovely summer.

In His name

Karol Leeves.
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SAVE THE DATE

A

ST MARY'S CHURCH

MESSY CAMP

26TH-27TH AUGUST
@SPELPHURST SCHOOL FIELD

GAMES, SCRIPTURE, FELLOWSHIP AND
CRAFT

JOIN US FOR SOME OR ALL OF THE
WEEKEND




The Great Rhubarb Controversy of 1947

Botanically, rhubarb is a vegetable (it’s related to sorrel and dock) but its thick,
fleshy stalks are treated as a fruit, despite their tart flavour. In more detail,
rhubarb is the fleshy, edible stalks (petioles) of species and hybrids (culinary
rhubarb) of Rheum in the family Polygonaceae, which are cooked and used for
food. The plant is a herbaceous perennial that grows from short, thick rhizomes.

Hope that clarifies it. But there is more...

It seems that rhubarb has been the subject of a court case. While science
considers it a vegetable, in the USA rhubarb is officially recognized as a fruit after
a 1947 court case due to its popular use in pies and sauces. How come a court
case about rhubarb? Where there is a dispute, lawyers and courts will

find a way of getting involved. And this is what happened to rhubarb in the USA.

At issue in the Great Rhubarb Controversy of 1947 was the tariff classification of
fresh rhubarb from Canada. Under the then applicable tariff, rhubarb was either
subject to a 35% duty as fruits or a 50% duty as vegetables in their natural state.
According to the decision, the rhubarb in question was pulled from the ground,
with the tops cut off and roots left in the ground. It was typically eaten as pie,
stewed as a dessert, and with cream for breakfast. Testimony before the court
indicated that it was never eaten as a side dish with poultry.

The Court looked to various dictionary definitions of “fruit” and “vegetable” to
ascertain the difference. In one example, “vegetable” was defined as any part of
an herbaceous plant used for culinary purposes including the stems. Rhubarb,
however, was specifically described in an encyclopaedia as a “leaf-stalk” used for
sauces and pies. One definition of fruit stated that it is “the fleshy and juicy”
product of some plant, usually tree or shrub (and nearly always containing the
seed), which, when ripe, is edible without cooking, and adapted for use as a des-
sert rather than as a salad. “Fleshy and juicy” does not describe rhubarb.
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One definition also noted that the term “fruit” is “occasionally applied to cer-
tain other vegetable structures of pronounced flavour eaten as a sauce or des-
sert, as the stalks of rhubarb.”

The introduction of this definition may have been the ‘Perry Mason’ moment of
the trial. Luckily for the successful defendant, the Supreme Court had ad-
dressed a similar issue in the 1893 case Nix v. Heddon.

Botanically, tomatoes are seed-bearing fruit. Despite that scientific fact, the
Supreme Court held that tomatoes are, for tariff purposes, vegetables because
they are more likely to be eaten with dinner than as dessert. Applying similar
logic, the Customs Court noted that rhubarb is generally used in pie or as a
sauce. When served as a sauce, it is similar to cranberry or apple sauce rather
than as a true vegetable sauce. Thus, the chief use of rhubarb is as a fruit and
its was classified accordingly. So there you have it. Undoubtedly this was both-
ering you and so it’s great to sort it out.

PS Rhubarb originates from Siberia and is known to be a very hardy, frost-
resistant plant. It is best grown in full sun and can stay in position for up to ten
years. The soil immediately surrounding the plant can’t be dug.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook
page where we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called

Speldhurst Allotmenteers & Gardeners and the web address is: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755.

Hope to see you there.
And finally:

1. If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit grow your
own food and save our planet, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892 862746.

2. If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening
or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

3. If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse @stepex.co.uk.

Rob Kyte
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July &
August 2023

2nd July

10 am Communion

10 am Online Worship available via
http://voutube.com/5tMarysSpeldhurst

6 pm Evensong

9th July

10 am Morning Worship

16th July

10 am Communion

10 am Online Worship available via

http://voutube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

During the summer holidays we will sometimes be using different
venues for our services. Our theme this year will be A Time of
Change”.

23rd July
10 am Summer Worship in the churchyard beginning with
breakfast in the church

Saturday 29th July

1pm Wedding

30th July

10 am Summer Worship on the rec starting with bacon
sandwiches

10 am Online Worship available via

http://voutube.com/S5tMarysSpeldhurst
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6th August

10 am All-Age Communion in church

13th August

10 am Summer worship in the allotment orchard
10 am Online Worship available via

http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

20th August
10 am Café Communion in the church

Saturday 26th - Sunday 27th August
5t Mary's does Messy Camp @ Speldhurst School Field

27th August
10 am Summer Warship on the schoaol field
10 am Online Worship available via

http:/fvoutube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

3rd September
10 am All-Age Communion in church

Wedding

20th May Sebastian Marsh and Hannah Moon
Funeral

24th April Deborah Jane Roberts

Funeral & Burial in Churchyard

9th June Terence Ivan Clarke

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or speldhurst.church@btinternet.com
Normal office hours: 9am to 12.30pm

See our webite: www.speldhurstchurch.org

St Mary’s Facebook page:
Facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Football

St Mary's Church Rector

Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

Nick Burgess
Jo-Anne Dekker
Mike Harrowing
Sam Van Niekerk
Miranda Hawkins
Brian Shilling

861187

524793
07810 048599
863362
863158
0772 5561154
07894 903979
863601
07940 013135

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Open midday fill 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)

01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm:; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free
Assessment

independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

+ Dementia Care

¢ Post-Hospital Care

PREMIUM HOME CARE

We provide peace of mind to families by
empowering older adults to live

AMORA CAR

rsery 2

- 5 years

peldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
‘ 01892 860557
- www.kinderversity.co.uk
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service Is Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall | Clifford

Dental Practice _' complementary
therapist

Maintain your g e
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 wo DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk

34




W ' 'y

awiy-o

WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

bk, -
' -5

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your local veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

MOVEMENT TO MUSIC
(seated or standing)
Tuesdays at 2.00pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676
Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Ce i

AT

AIRPORT L\ R SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

MINDFUL YOGA AND MEDITATION
Speldhurst

1

Tuesdays 8.00 - 9.30 pm
One-to-One Classes and Workshops

For further details:
email Mo at momcauley@vahoo.com
or text/ring 07801 816542

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441
charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS

38




Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

&

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

SlickBooks

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

LEN BEALE

Former Hotpoint Engineer

5&5TIC )

3 Lsé

Viona

Repairs and Service to:

Washing Machines
Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers
Cookers

TUNBRIDGE WELLS (01892) 542646
MOBILE: 07850 794308
www.lenbeale.co.uk

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: info@phoenica.co.uk
! 162248

uk e ASSOCIATE
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o) BEN!

Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):):hll‘ ;::;M”d“'”“ _ lacquered. 20 years experience.
i’ nlhnmu:n installations ‘ 7St Margaret's Road,

" S East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 - http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC -
PRIVATE TUITION BY '
QUALIFIED TEACHER

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
" 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
L H. CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

N
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

oirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall

01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

tos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNERIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805086
EMALL nick_colin@mother-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be repossassed If you do Not Kesp up rePAYMENts ON your Mortgage.
* Mother Goom Lt in e mpprartn raprasertabn of Fret Cormplete L3, which is mhormed ard ragusted by the Frascs Conduct Authorty
*We - advice of L3 M of - . The e il -
charge & fes for monigege betwwen 0% and huﬁzm:w enact wrount charge

on the emount of resseech

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Image of Village Fete 2023 by Sara Turner




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




