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Welcome - February
Dear Readers,
We are all hoping that 2021 will bring back some normality to our lives. The
constancy of some elements of village life really do help: seeing a friendly face on
a walk, being able to rely on a local shop and we hope having a village magazine,
albeit online this month, that goes a little way towards this.
We really do appreciate your continued support and remember to send in any
news, even if you think it isn’t the ‘usual’ type of contribution - we are always on
the look out for new ideas and opinions that will inspire and support us all,
especially at the moment!
What is heartening this month, is noticing new growth in nature and feeling
secure in the knowledge that those burgeoning daffodils will be flourishing into
bright yellow blooms any time soon! See Rob Kyte’s and Alan Ford’s wonderful
tips on horticulture and seasonal nature.
Whilst many clubs and events are not taking place, rest assured that plans are in
place for when we can all dip our toes a little bit further into the water.
Until then, stay safe and well.
With our very best wishes.
Maria Turner, for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)
Please remember that copy for the March edition should be sent by 10th February at
the latest to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the
committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be
held responsible for any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers
should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they
feel it is appropriate.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in February
As I write we are back in lockdown but the first signs of spring are
peeking up in my garden, and the roll out of a vaccine is a reality for the
most vulnerable amongst us. So even though we are being urged to stay
at home once again, there is hope on the horizon.
Like everything else, our under 5’s activities are seriously curtailed at
the moment but following the success of the Posada trail in December
we set up a ‘Follow the star trail’ in January.
We will be planning something similar in February to give you a fun
focus for one of your daily walks. Look out for Jenny’s monthly email or
on the St Mary’s or the Speldhurst Community Facebook pages for
more details.
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children,
or know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892
541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com so she can involve
you in the little things we are able to do at the moment.

Symptom-free Covid-19 testing in Tunbridge Wells
If you are symptom-free and want to book a Covid-19 test at the Tunbridge Wells Assembly Hall testing centre, you can do so via
https://kcc.healthit.org.uk/covbook/home
It’s quick and easy - test results are available in just 30 minutes. If you are
out and about regularly for work or essential travel, it is recommended
that you get yourself tested every two weeks.
Speldhurst Parish Council
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Penshurst Choral Society
Continues To Lift The Spirits Virtually
Throughout the dark months of autumn and winter Tuesday evenings
have been special for members of Penshurst Choral Society. At 8pm we
wait in anticipation in studies, kitchens or spare rooms for our Zoom app
to leap into life for our weekly rehearsal with Musical Director Joe Tobin.
We have never met Joe in the flesh – he conducts us from his bedroom in
London after taking on the choir during the pandemic, but each week he
leads us in a few warmups, some classics and a lot of laughter to keep us
singing together. About an hour is enough on screen, but afterwards Joe
joins us when we are “sent” randomly to virtual “breakout rooms” to socialise. This has been a new way of making music for us all. Many of us
felt technically challenged, but most members have risen to it, and have
“met” members of the community that they hadn’t known before.

If you are free on Tuesday evenings and would like to sing with us take a
look at https://penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk, find us on Facebook or call
Mary Symes 07776 188194 to find out more. There’s no need to live in the
Penshurst area – the wonders of the Worldwide Web enable us to sing
with friends near and far!
No auditions, lots of learning aids and no-one will hear you sing for the
moment, except perhaps the cat….

Come along!
Christine Terry

Please do look at our Facebook page for
updates as to when we can return to the
Church.
Claire & Lel
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Lovely words from Ann Lovering…

Surprise!
A shoebox on my doorstep.
Carefully covered in festive wrapping paper.
Inside, a tangerine, a Christmas pud
Some homemade damson jam, sweets and biscuits.
A book that promises to change my life.
(Is it too late? I am 84!)
The kindness of neighbours.

WELCOME TO SPELDHURST
A very warm welcome to

Tamara Knight and husband Tim, who now live on
Southfields with 2 year old daughter, Lucia and dog, Toby.

Speldhurst Association of Men
All activities remain cancelled until further notice. We look forward to
welcoming you back as soon as we can.
Brian Tasker
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SAVE THE DATE!
SPELDHURST FETE 2021 – SATURDAY 19TH JUNE
The Fete Committee are really hoping that we will be able to
hold the Fete this year. It may not be in the same format as normal, we may need to be socially distanced, but we really hope we
can get together as a village.
Please put the date in your diaries and cross your fingers that we
will be able to do something.
More information to follow as we get more of an idea about
what we may be allowed to do!!
Stay safe everyone and we really hope to see you in June.
The Fete Committee
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As you’re all aware, we’re back in lockdown again.
We are only allowing 3 customers into the shop at any one time at the
moment. Please always wear a face covering and respect your social
distance in the shop.
The shop has been busy again from the start of lockdown. The Post Office
is now busy with shopping returns from those Christmas presents that
aren’t quite right! If you have any questions, or an unsure about shopping
returns, please ask the team. They are all very knowledgeable about the
various ways of returning your goods. We can advise on labels and QR
codes and can even print labels for you. We can also process daily banking
for the high street banks.
Our fresh fruit and veg comes in pretty much daily. If there is something
you would like us to order for you, please let Jo-Anne and the team know.
Or what about a weekly veg box? We can organise that for you too.
We have a new selection of the ever popular Kentish Mayde Pies in the
freezer and also new flavours of delicious Yorkshire Provinder Soups. Just
the ticket for these cold winter days.
On a January health kick? We have lots of beautiful dried fruits and nuts to
keep those chocolate cravings at bay! (We have a lovely selection of chocolate too!)
Just getting through another day of homeschooling? Maybe a selection of
our delicious cheese (Camembert, Brie, or a Goat’s cheese?) with a warming
glass of San Andreas Merlot may be a lovely evening treat.
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Please remember to shop local and keep supporting our lovely village
shop.
As always a huge thank you to all the staff and volunteers
that keep the shop going through these difficult times.
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February at Speldhurst Village Hall
For obvious reasons we sadly do not have any events on at the hall at the
moment. As soon as we are allowed we will be back! In the meantime we
thought we would share some good memories. Who remembers this?
Many thanks to Francis Booth for the picture!
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Dance Workshops
Footsteps Academy of Dance teach Ballet, Modern and Acrodance classes
at the hall. While they are unable to teach in person, Footsteps have organised a series of live Zoom Workshops with top dance professionals.
All are welcome to join, you do not have to be a Footsteps Member.
Saturday 6th February
Alice In Wonderland Workshop 10-11am
Join professional ballerina Samantha Rodulfo for this live zoom ballet
workshop inspired by Alice In Wonderland. Ages 5-10 years
Swan Lake Workshop 11:15am -12:15pm
English National Ballet Dance Samantha Rodulfo leads this live zoom ballet workshop based on Swan Lake. Ages 11 plus
Wednesday 10th February
Tik Tok Workshop 4:30-5:30pm
Join professional dancer and choreographer Jonathan Mawson for this
one off chance to learn all your favourite Tik Tok dances. Age 9 plus
Saturday 13th February
Matilda Workshop 10-11am
West End Star & Former Cast Member Sam Lathwood leads this fun
musical workshop. Ages 5-10 years
Hairspray Workshop 11:15am-12:15pm
West End Star & Former Cast Member Sam Lathwood leads this fun
musical workshop. Ages 11plus
Tickets for each workshop are £10 for a household. To book visit
www.footsteps-dance.co.uk/workshops or contact Emma Armour on
07771 985711

For hall availability and bookings please go to our website:
www.speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk or contact Jenny Cooper on 07786 948952.
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Nature Watch
Due to restrictions last year I used my moth lure [it sounds better than
trap]. The lure is a box about 2ft/600mm cube and has an electric Mercury vapour 80 watt light bulb on the top. It is still not known why moths
are drawn to this bulb it only works at night.
Egg boxes are scattered in the box and this gives a place for the moths to
hide under as it gets light in the morning. Its best to get up early to check
the contents and record the species and number found. This can take a
while in the summer and any I don't know I photograph so later with the
aid of books and the internet they can be named. In the UK there are 40
times more moths than butterflies and all are members of the order Lepidoptera.
In most gardens 3-400 different moths can be found throughout over a
period of years, so far I have named 225 during the last year. I put out the
lure every week when the weather is dry and mild. Starting in April I had
4 moths the first night, in July the total was over 118 moths of 53 different
species. My last night was the 11th November and 5 moths. With a warming climate new moths are gaining a foothold from Europe. A few are
coming in on plants from a lot further afield like the Light Brown Apple
moth from Australia which is now common.
The Box-tree Moth Cydalima perspectalis is a striking moth 40mm across
the wings that was accidentally introduced to the UK originating from
south-east Asia.
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The larvae feed on various species of box and this is how it entered the
country on imports of box. Where larval numbers are high it can disfigure ornamental Box hedgerows and topiary and can defoliate plants completely.
If you have ornamental box check for caterpillars from July onwards as
the adults are on the wing from late June. First seen in Kent in 2007 I had
my first one this summer in July and I expect to see a lot more in 2021.
This is why we must buy plants and trees grown in Britain to prevent importing non-native insects and all the trouble they bring.
Alan Ford
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~ Allotment News ~

Garlic Fire Update
It has been estimated that if aphids were left unchecked by predators they
would breed so successfully that by the end of just 1 year the earth would be
almost two kilometres deep in them. Well…I don’t know if that is true. But,
how to control bug infestations is a challenge we all face in our gardens and on
our allotments.
Whilst not everything that flies, crawls, creeps, slithers or grows into our plots
is a problem, it is those that graze, chew, pierce, sap-suck or – in the case of my
dog – sit on them that worry us most.
So I was pleased to see that some time after spraying with the garlic fire pesticide, the brussels seemed to be mostly clear of the white fly infestation. However, that wasn’t the end of it. As November and early December progressed, my
Brussels started to rot on the plant.
I’ve no idea what caused this. Did the white fly damage the outer leaves to the
point that they died off and so started to rot? Did the garlic, chilli or washingup liquid in the spray cause the rot? I’m not certain. However, another allotment holder with the same issue has led me to believe it was the white fly that
caused the problem. So this year I’ll be ever vigilant checking for white fly on
my brussels.
History of Speldhurst Allotments
Our allotments are first shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1909. The land
together with the Recreation Ground was originally part of the Swaylands Estate in Penshurst which was owned by Mr George James Drummond, a wealthy
banker and a partner of Drummonds Bank, with offices at Charing Cross, London. Mr Drummond apparently chose to buy Swaylands due to its proximity to
Tonbridge railway station, from where he could commute by train to the bank's
premises. Mr George James Drummond died in 1917.
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In 1923 Mr George Henry Drummond (son) sold the two sections of allotment
land to the Rev. J.H. Masters, the vicar of Speldhurst, for £200. Canon Masters
bequeathed the land in trust to the Rector and Churchwardens as Trustees in
his will dated in 1941. The allotments are governed by the Trustees according to
the terms outlined by Canon Master’s will. The Church later passed the Trusteeship to three Speldhurst residents who are independent of the Church. In
1964 the Allotments and the Recreation Ground were registered with The Charities Commission. Over the years, there have been numerous plottings and replottings of allotment areas. This both ongoing and dynamic, to the extent that
at the time of writing, there are 58 plots. Costs incurred in 2020 were £391.22 –
amounting to circa £7 per plot. When added to the annual rent, the total cost
per plot for 2021 is £17 - offering excellent value for all the benefits that can be
achieved. All financial surpluses go to the Recreation Ground our village amenity enjoyed by almost everyone who lives here and which arguably – with the
current closure of the George & Dragon – is currently the heart, soul and focus
of our community.

Speldhurst Allotment Holders & Gardeners Facebook Page
A Facebook page has been set up for the Speldhurst allotments and also for keen
gardeners in and around the village. If you are interested and also on Facebook,
please join. The purpose is to offer a source of news, views, sharing and caring
about our horticultural hobbies.
And finally:
If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy on
01892 862746. If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters
gardening or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk. If
you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
Rob Kyte
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In normal times, the school takes part in numerous sporting competitions with local schools including Athletics, Cross Country, Football and
Hockey, to name but a few. Unfortunately, for obvious reasons, we have
been unable to do this and so, instead, each class has been concentrating
on improving their skills in the classroom and have been recording their
results throughout the term. Below are the “match reports” from three of
our classes.
The children in Bramley Class have been developing their volleyball
skills this term and put on a thrilling display in our end of term tournament. The scores below showed just how closely contested each game
was and the results really could have gone either way. Congratulations to
Hever house who were crowned the winners! The important thing was
though that, at the end of it all, we had all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves
and there were lots of smiles to be seen!
Mr Vale-Taylor

Crispin Class put their athletic skills to the test last term, competing in a
virtual inter-school competition over six disciplines, including a shuttle
run, the high jump and the (exhausting!) speed bounce. Although Speldhurst School pupils missed out on a podium place, they put their all into
their endeavours and performed brilliantly.

As well as competing against other schools, Crispin Class pupils recorded their scores at the beginning and then at the end of this term in the
hope of showing the most improvement across the year group.
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I'm delighted to say that our winners not only received medals but, in
keeping with our Ancient Greek topic this term, we had a full Olympicstyle podium ceremony - complete with National Anthem - and everyone
received a certificate for their superb efforts.
Congratulations and very well done!
Mrs Moss
Last term, in Russet Class, we did dodgeball for PE. We learnt all the different techniques from how to throw properly, how to catch and how to
dodge. We put all of these skills together to play matches and an interhouse game. All houses competed and the final scores were: Hever 0,
Rochester 3, Leeds 6 and Bodiam 9.

Also this term we danced. We were in groups and made a street dance
routine, consisting of a handshake motif, individual breakdances, toprock,
tutting and final poses. At the end of term, we performed our finished
dances in front of the class and they were filmed. It was really fun and we
learnt a lot.
The Year 6 House Captains
19
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Northfield’s Living Advent Calendar 2020
Thanks to Becky Leeves for coming up with this wonderfully ‘bright’ idea !
Bringing a little bit of joy and goodwill to Northfields.
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Speldhurst Cookbook
A recipe from my Italian grandmother, remembered with great fondness. The directions
are not very specific as it has been handed down through the generations.
Maria Turner

Nonna Maria’s Cake
300 grams of white rice
3 eggs
200 grams of sugar
2 cups of milk
One or two teaspoons of Cointreau (optional)
One teaspoon of vanilla
One tablespoon of melted butter
One tablespoon of lemon juice
A lot of lemon rind
Boil the rice until tender. Add the milk to make a cream. In a
bowl, whisk the eggs, then add everything else. Add to the pan
of rice. Put into an oven dish. Cook for about 20 minutes, at
around 170-200c. It is ready when it has browned on top.

If you have a treasured recipe, please share.
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RICKY’S (CHAPEL) COMMENT
I received this in a Christmas Card and felt it worth sharing.
NOT GROWING OLD!
They say that I am growing old; I hear them tell it times untold
in language plain and bold. But I’m not growing old!
This frail old shell in which I dwell is growing old I know full well;
But I am not the shell!
What if my hair is turning grey? Grey hair is honourable they say.
And though my eyesight’s growing dim, I still can see to follow Him
who sacrificed His life for me upon the tree at Calvary.
And who should care if times old plough has left deep furrows on my
brow? Another house – not made with hands – awaits me in the
Glory-land.
And though I’m feeble in my walk and though my tongue refuse to talk,
I still can watch and wait and pray, and though my hearing be not keen
as in the past it may have been, I still can hear my Saviour say, in whispers soft, “I am the Way!”
The outer man (do all I can to lengthen out this life’s short span) will perish and return to dust – as everything in nature must. The inner man, the
Scriptures say, is growing stronger every day!
Then why should I be growing old if safe within the Master’s fold?
Ere long my soul shall fly away and leave this tenement of clay, this robe
of flesh shall drop; but I shall rise to meet my Saviour in the skies – and
seize the everlasting prize, and after that we’ll meet on streets of gold and
prove we are not growing old.

RICKY FAWCETT
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St. Mary’s Church
1853

Sepia drawings of Kent churches
by William F. Saunders
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A Letter from St Mary’s
February 2021

Dear Friends,

Once again I am struggling to guess what life will be like by the time you read
this. One certainty about February is that Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, the
17th.
Lent is a period of preparation before Easter. Some people choose to give up
something at this time. If that’s you then I’d like to remind you that Sundays are
not part of Lent and encourage you to spend the time you might have used nibbling or drinking to do some reflection.
A great way for all of us to do that is by reading the psalms. If you do that you
might be struck at how grumpy and complaining many of them are. Take for instance the beginning of Psalm 13:
How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
and my enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,’
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
This is one of the Psalms of Lament, the largest grouping in that part of the Bible.
If nothing else they remind us that all human experiences are present in God’s
community and that it is absolutely acceptable to tell him the way we feel.
There’s also a challenge: much as we might desire to always look on the bright
side of life, sometimes life hits us with nastiness. Let’s get real this Lent.
Douglas
PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892 862821 or at The
Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0PD
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Chapel
Cricket Club
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
Footpaths Group
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair

Jan Mann
863931
Mark Oddy
862746
Jo Smith
518706
Linda Boyd
512474
Heather Hughes
863367
Louise Scott
862972
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
Ricky Fawcett
863217
Nick Coffin
07867 803121
Karol Leeves
531104
Alan Ford
863276
Ollie Crees
07919467576
Rupert Milner
863255
863040
Sybil Oddy
862746
Olive West
863234
Christine Baker
540793
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
860557
Neil Barrington-Johnson
863959
Vice Chair
Dave Pate
278287
Parish Clerk
Chris May
862927
Richard Ellery
864077
Joy Podbury
315549
Alan Rowe
863404
Police Community Support Officer Jay Burt
Jay.Burt@kent.police.uk
Primary School
Stephanie Hayward
863044
Rainbows
Lucy Wild
07910 304691
Recreation Ground
Ed Wesson
07799 731247
Running Group
Paul Eames
07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men
Brian Tasker
862301
Snooker Club
Glen Fuller
862213
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Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors
Advertising
St Mary’s Church
Rector
Administrator
Stoolball
Scouts
Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Group

Maria Turner
Abi Dawson
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

863394
860616
863394
863226
863222
862821
861187
524793
07810 048599
Nick Burgess
863362
Jo-Anne Dekker
863158
Lynsay Bischoff
864923
Jenny Cooper
07786 948952
Miranda Hawkins
863601
Brian Tasker
862301

Opening Hours & Local Info:
Buses

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH:
GP:
Dispensary:

Closed temporarily.
Mon - Fri 8am-6pm
Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall):

Monday 2-4.30pm (Closed currently)

Shop:
Post Office:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm; Sat 9-12; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm; Sat 9-11.30. Sun Closed
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