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THE PEASANT FARMERS

Honotred to offer our
free range, locally reared,
pedigree beef and pork to the
good people of Speldhurst

wyiw.thepeasantfarmers.co.uk 01892 863945/07768 103031
Suppliers of the Langton Bangers and Kentish Hog Burgers af Speldhurst Fete

ﬂ?;a

M G Care Homes

family owned, f

Warwick Park thtle Court

55 Warwick Park 26 Roopers
Tunbridge Wells Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells
TN2 5E) TN3 0QL
01892 541434 01892 863414
For more information please call 01892 864429 or email
admin@mghomes.co.uk

www.mghomes.co.uk
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Dear Readers,

You wonodt need reminding that a ye
lockdown due to the COVIEL9 pandemic.

If anyone had told us then that 12 months on we would still be living with

COVID-related restrictions to our daily lives, | suspect that we would have

struggled to cope.

But we have coped as a village, and we have adapted. The resilience and stren
shown by so manyfrom the youngest coping with horsehooling (pp1&0) to

the oldest isolated at home, with lomsgffering parenteachers, homeorkers

and countless others along the wdyas been phenomenal.

This unwanted anniversary provides a genuine opportunity to celebrate that
strength. And the announcement made on February 22nd brings real hope and
plan as to the 6way outd of this pa
our last online edition of this magazine incidentally!) Stay well.

With our very best wishes.
Abi Dawson for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)

Ps The Village Hall and Ricky Fawcett are taking a welearned break from
their regular columns this month- but they will be back ASAP.

In the meantime we are delighted to welcome Di Drummond of the
Signalbox Studio as our first showcased artist this month and are very
grateful to her for agreeing to feature her lovely work on pp24&25 and on
the front cover.

Please remember that copy for #pril edition should be sent bg0th March at the
latest to: speldhurst.news@gmail.coiord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.

The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, ghurch
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the
committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will|it be

held responsible for any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Rpaders
should satisfy themselves of advertise
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as 3 word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions whefre the
feel it is appropriate.




NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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As | write the first signs of spring are everywhere from the birds song |P/the
morning to the daffodils coming into bloom, and the-mlt of a vaccine has;
meant the most vulnerable amongst us, including me, have been vaccmated
So even though we are being urged to stay at home for a little bit Ionger%here
is hope on the horizon. o

We hope you enjoyed our February activity of creating cards for those we
miss. And especial thank you to everyone who made a card for Little C‘ourt
residents. J
We will be planning something similar for this month too, so look out’ for
Jennyds monthly emai/l or on the St
cebook pages for more details. J
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have-gutgool children, or
know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200
or 07891318123 orjatny50fitz@gmail.corso she can involve you in th_e
little things we are able to do at the moment. &
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: Symptom-free Covid-19 testing in Tunbridge Wellsé

: If you are symptorfree and want to book a Cowvitd test at the Tun-

: bridge Wells Assembly Hall testing centre, you can do so via

: https://kcc.healthit.org.uk/covbook/home

il t 6s qui-tektreauttschre avaikble in just 30 minutes. If you: are
: out and about regularly for work or essential travel, it is recommended
Ethat you get yourself tested every two weeks.

i OAC #1 AOE EAO ODPAAOAA EEO xAAOEGA

tAAT 60 OEA #1 OT 1T AOGEOOO OAAAET ACET T B
: Speldhurst Parish Councik


mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
https://kcc.healthit.org.uk/covbook/home

Always wanted to sing?

Come and join us at Penshurst Choral Society

Online rehearsals are up and running with our
new conductor Joe Tobin. We are currently
singing choral classics by Faure, Mendelsohn,
Bach, Palestrina and Mozart with professionally
recorded backing tracks.

Weekly rehearsals on Tuesdays 20:00-21.15
No auditions, just a love for singing

Penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk

WELCOME TO SPELDHURST
A very warm welcome to

James, Nicola and Evie Ball who have recen
moved into 17 Cobhams, together with Montyeiwis
(the cat).

Please do look at our Facebook page for updates as
to when we can return to the Church.

Claire & Lel

[ea on the e |

Speldhurst Association of Men

All activities remain cancelled until further notice. We look forward |to
welcoming you back as soon as we can.
Brian Tasker




SPELDHURST FETE 2021

The Fete Committee is still working hard to see what wescan
put on for you all this year. We are meeting in March to make
some decisions as to what may be possible. ¢
If June is not looking likely, we will remain hopeful and pjan
. for something in September. We would dearly like to get Ever)
one together somehow.

. As you know, the profits from the Fete go towards fundlng the
« maintenance and upkeep of the Rec and Village Hall. As they
. did not receive any money from us in 2020, we are reallyshope
ful that we can do something to replenish funds in 2021 'The
Rec in particular has been very well used and has been such
vital village amenity in the last year. If you have any |deas for
fund raising for the Rec and Village Hall, the committee Would
love to hear from you through our Facebook page.

The Fete Committee
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Speldhurst Team of Action,
Response & Support (5.T.A.R.S.)

Email: speldhurstcommunitygroup@gmail.com *

Poundsbridge
Claire Fox
Ar we write, lockdown is upon ue, and with 07785 408848

the possibility of further restrictions this
winter, we wanted to let vou know that the
Epeldhurst team of acticn and responee
(E.T.A R.g) are available onece more. The Co-
ordinators for each area have not changed
and their mimbers can be found on the map.

Just to ramind you that 3. T A B.e voluntsers drop
off shopping, collect prescriptions, post lekters
and more. We chat regularly on the phons to
rezidents who've now besn aelf-isclating for aoms
tims and we've even delivered lawn mower petrol!
Ho doubt we'll ind new ways to maks pecplea’
livres easier over time. We're strict about social
distancing measures and iry to maks delivering
provisions part of eszsntial trips outside. We

let you know by phone or text when we've laft
shopping or prescriptions on your doorstep and
wash our hands befors we viait.

* Az wall a3 8.T.A.R.0 correspondence this emall 13 uaed
Tor other commumity-related mattars and will contimie
to exist following lockdowm.




S.T.A.R.5. in your area

Barden Road (Speldhurst Community Shop -
Bidborough T-junction)
Vicky Moran 07858 428119

Stockland Gresn Road
Furzeflald Awvenme Hatie Harle
Lynsay Bischoff; 1 01892 861704
07775 B26a04 5 07880 970652
Barden Road
(The 014 Poat Offica -
Speldbmrst Community Shop),
Cobhams, Turley Cothages &
8t Mary's Lans
Emma Montgomery
07856 324863

Northfields &
Southfields

Wood :
D?mpﬂrggagaﬂ & Bpeldhurat Hill
Lucy Greenidge
OY7T38 260841

Lower Green Road
Hate McAdams
07808 885207
Folly KMoult
07766 OT43AY
Bullingstons Lane Langton Gresn Road
Trish Hodgkinson {up to but not including Burnt Housse Lana)

0l89a ae4a87 Louisa MacPherson 0787TT 877386
07580 332881

So, if you're self-isolating and need support -
whoever you are - get in touch.

Call Polly on 07786 0743287 with any questions, or
simply contact the Volunteer Co-ordinator for your
area directly. We hope to hear from you soon.
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www.speldhurstvillagehall.co.ulor contact Jenny Cooper on 07786 948

For hall availability and bookings please go to our website: %5

Speldhurst Communily
Eironp




~ Allotment News ~

Speldhurst Allotments Holders and Gardeners Facebook Page

A Facebook page has been set up for the Allotments and faniitged people
interested in gardening. If you an allotment holder or keen gardener (or even a
budding gardener) and also on Facebook, please join. The purpose is to offer a
source of news, views, sharing and caring about our allotments and gardening
activities.

Here is a useful tip | saw the other day: make a shallow trench for your seeds by
laying a broom handle and treading on it to press it down firmly.

|l 6ve never tried this. But it sound:
trenchesd they tend to be too wide, too deep, not straight, etc. At least you will
know that the trench is straight, compact and to a controlled depth.

Here is another great idea as we approach Spring. Be gentle on newly planted
seeds. Use an ordinary sieve or pasta strainer to lightly dust with soil when first
sowing as a layer too thick can prevent them from germinating properly.

| definitely need to use this technique.

And finally:

1.  If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy
on 01892 862746.

2.  Ifthere is any topic you would like to address relating to matters garden-
ing or horticultural, please send an emaikytehouse@stepex.co.uk

3. If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it
to kytehouse @stepex.co.uk

Rob Kyte
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The Joys of a Wildlife Pond 0 by Brian Shilling

During lockdown last year many people discovered the wonders
of gardening for the first time as well as everyone having more time
to enjoy their gardens and the wildlife they attract.

One way to add to this pleasure, while also increasing the variety
of beneficial wildlife visiting your garden, is by installing a wildlife
pond.

Over the last century almost 70% of ponds have disappeared from
the UK countryside. Garden ponds therefore play an increasingly
important role for wildlife, offering vital habitat, food and drink.
Ponds attract a wide variety of life d amphibians, butterflies (and
other insects) birds, plants and maybe even hedgehogs.

These inhabitants and visitors in turn can benefit gardeners by polli-

nating plants and helping to keep slug and aphid populations

down. They are also a constant source of interest for adults and
children alike (but if children have
or place a rigid wire grid over the pond).

The larger the pond the more wildlife you can expect to attract
but even if you only have space for a bucket sunk into the ground
you will be providing a valuable habitat and water source for local
wildlife.

Wildlife can find a new pond surprisingly quickly. Pond skaters and
diving beetles, for example, can appear within a few weeks and
amphibians can often appear within the first year. Nature can also
bring plants into your pond but many gardeners prefer to speed up
the process by bringing plants in from an aquatic plant centre.

These specialists can offer advice about the different kinds of plant
ideal for your pond. However, you would ideally aim to get:

1. Underwater oxygenating plants to provide cover for tadpoles
and other larvae.
2. Plants that poke out of the water for emerging larvae such as
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dragonfly.
3. Floating plants for insects to rest on when landing for a drink.

4. Pollinator friendly marginal plants to attract bees and hover
flies in summer.

There is loads of good advice online about building and maintain-

ing a wildlife pond - for example from Froglife, RHS, Wildlife Trust
and RSPB.

Ps If anyone would like a pond liner, there is one available free of
charge. Email Rob Kyte okytehouse@stepex.co.uko find out more.
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