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Welcome - May
Dear Readers,
As I write this we have had sad news of the death of Prince Philip The Duke of
Edinburgh. What a remarkable life of public service he has given and in the
words of Princess Anne ‘he leaves a legacy that can inspire us all’. Our thoughts
are with our Queen and the royal family as they come to terms with their loss.
I can see snow flurries through my window currently! It really doesn’t feel like
the beginning of summer. Thank you Rob for all your inspiration in the
Allotment news this month - my tomato seedlings definitely need some sun or
rather my seedling as only one has germinated so far!
At least we can welcome the easing of restrictions with the shops opening and
being able to sit outside at pubs and restaurants. Not to mention hair cuts and
trips to beauty salons and sports centres. Don’t forget our wonderful village
shop though - its an Aladdin's cave full of treasure! Good news too that we can
now enjoy a coffee outside on the decking.
Do read Paul Curry’s piece on ‘Superfast Speldhurst’ - this would be such a
benefit especially now so many of us are working from home and utilising these
services more than ever (see page 5).
With our very best wishes.

Sara Turner for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)
Please remember that copy for the June edition should be sent by 10th May at the latest
to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the
committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be
held responsible for any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers
should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they
feel it is appropriate.
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DIARY AT A GLANCE
May
Sat 1st

Penshurst Farmers Market

p.7

Weds 5th

Full Council Meeting

p.13

Mon 10th

Bumps and Babes

p.4

Mon 17th

Deadline to register for

Mon 24th
Thurs 27th

Superfast Speldhurst

p.5

Bumps and Babes

p.4

SPC Annual Parish Meeting

p.12

Klimt Inspired Art workshop

p.15

July
Sat 17th

Speldhurst Summer Social
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in May
As I write spring is well underway but we‘ve been reminded that cold
snaps can return.
We had a glorious day for our Bumps and Babes meet up on the Rec
and for the Toddler Easter trail both at the end of March. Then we all
shivered for the next couple of weeks, bravely meeting up outside
when we could.
Bumps and Babes, the group for new Mums is now meeting regularly
again. Our fortnightly meet ups will be outside to start with, but depending on how everyone feels may move inside at the end of the
month. The dates for this are May 10th & 24th.
Toddler Praise are planning a get together later in the month, again
most probably outside. If the weather permits we’ll plan activities
where we can take part together, as toddler groups can meet up now
rather than having to stay in family bubbles.
Again, look out for Jenny’s monthly email or on the St Mary’s or the
Speldhurst Community Facebook pages for more details of what we
are planning in May as during these uncertain times we can’t plan too
far in advance.
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children,
or know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892
541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com so she can keep
you up to date and invite you along.

4

Superfast Speldhurst
The government has just announced the new 2021 Rural Gigabit Voucher scheme, and Speldhurst qualifies as a rural community suffering from
poor connectivity. This means we are entitled to a grant of £1,500 per
residential property, and £3,500 per business address to build out full
1,000mbps fibre connectivity in the village.
To take advantage of this opportunity, I have started a new Community
Fibre Partnership (CFP) with Openreach, which groups all our vouchers
together in order to build out as much of Speldhurst as possible using
this new government money. The more vouchers we dedicate to the project, the wider the area we can cover. By approaching this as a wider
community, areas of higher property density, which are cheaper to connect per property, can help fund connections to properties which are less
clustered together, which can be very expensive to connect individually.

A previous CFP covered small parts of Speldhurst, but did not target
Speldhurst as a whole - it was the combination of several smaller CFPs
in the area. At the moment, we have 54 properties signed up of the approximately 450 which this scheme could theoretically cover. The more
the merrier; we don’t want anyone to miss out this time if at all possible.
An individual connection to fibre broadband of this speed costs at least
£10,000 - so this is an opportunity to gain some value to your property for
free, even if you don’t need the faster internet yourself.

Now, the important part; to sign your property up, please register at bit.ly/
fastspeldhurst before May the 17th.
You can follow our progress and read more about the project on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/superfastspeldhurst - we aim to run this
CFP very transparently.
Paul Curry, The Old Post Office
07515 938765 -- paul.w.curry@gmail.com

5

Note from Editor Julia Parker a local lady from
Danehill has just co written this
fabulous book full of inspiration for
children to encourage them to cook
and grow! A great idea for a
present. Follow Julia on Instagram
parkers_patch for ideas for the
home and garden.
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COME AND TRY OUR NEW COFFEE MACHINE!
Dear Customers,
Now that things are opening up again, please don’t forget us in your Village
Shop. We are well stocked as ever with all your essentials, including fresh fruit
and veg. Our ever popular wine selection has been recently updated, so pop in to
try something new.
Our new coffee machine has now been installed, so
come and enjoy a cup of coffee or a hot chocolate
on our deck, now that the days are warmer. Please
remember social distancing when using the deck.
Did you know we take in dry cleaning and laundry?
Items are usually back within a few days. No more
fighting to iron the duvet cover?! Prices are very
competitive and you don’t need to drive into town.
Collections and returns are Monday and Thursday.
We can also order any magazine or newspaper that
we don’t stock, just pop in and Debbie or Jo will be
able to assist you.
Regular bread orders are very popular amongst us,
but we can also order any one off or specials with a
couple of days notice.
Do you have a willing 14+ teenager in your house?
We are looking for a paper girl or boy. Please apply
at the shop if you’re interested?

As always we look forward to welcoming you to Speldhurst
Community Shop!
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~ Allotment News ~
Gardening Books – Don’t You Just Love Them?!?
There are simply thousands of books on gardening (Simply? Surely this number
makes it complicatedly!). I don’t know how many you have. At the last count, I
have 37. They cover all aspects, have a wide range in detail and themes and
make interesting reading.
However, the things that I most use books for tend to be planting distances,
pruning, problems and diseases. Probably like most people, I don’t tend to remember planting distances even for brussels (my favourite subject) or onions or
potatoes, etc.
So I like to have a handy reference book (or two) that I can dip into when needed – and one that I can take with me when I go to the allotment to plant something.
The first gardening book I ever bought was titled Complete Vegetable Gardener by Peter Seabrook. In print from
1976 – 1984. I think it’s great, as it is easy to read and
follow. Well written with good illustrations, and full
of practical tips, recommendations and ideas.
The contents of this book focus on how to produce a
supply of fresh vegetables the whole year round from a
plot measuring 3 x 4 meters. I wore out the first copy I
ever had, but was able to pick up a replacement cheaply on eBay (£2.20 & free postage).
The second book that I particularly like is The Vegetable Expert by
Dr D G Hessayon. Handily, most vegetables are dealt with on one page or a
spread (if there are many varieties). It is also available in pocket sized format
(on eBay at £1.97 with free postage).
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Finally – and because I like the Dr Hessayon books, I wanted to mention two
more of his. These are: The Bio Friendly Gardening Guide and The Bedside Book of the
Garden. I’m not really into gardening theory – as a number of my fellow
‘allotmenteers’ will testify.
But I do like a handy reference book with short articles and lots of pictures.
The books of Dr Hessayon are full of these and every now and again there are
nuggets – references that can really enhance our success in the garden.
One I was reading the other day was about permanent beds for vegetables. It’s a
little too long for this article, but the gist of it is less work and more produce.
What is there not to like about that!
I like many of my other books and particularly those that have a differing
perspective to the more ‘traditional’ approaches or – which may seem contrary –
really old gardening books as they often contain some interesting approaches
and practical options.
However, many just aren’t suitable for taking to the allotment or out into the
garden. It’s not so much the content, more the format and degree of detail that
they cover. Out and about, it’s the concise, practical book that is most handy.
If you have a favourite book, please let me know and I’ll be happy to feature it in
a future article. Email kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
Finally, we are considering the date of our next outdoor social on the allotments.
An informal and fun event, bring your own food & drink with maybe even a
communal sing song. Sound hippy? Not really. It’s just nice for people with
similar interests to meet and socialise.
You can find more on the Speldhurst Allotment Holders and Gardeners Facebook page. Everyone is welcome to join our growing community. Visit https://
www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755
If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please
contact Mark Oddy on 01892 862746. If there is any
topic you would like to address relating to matters
gardening or horticultural, please send an email to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
Rob Kyte
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May at Speldhurst Village Hall
Weekly Classes— booking details can be found at
www.speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk
Monday
Footsteps Academy of Dance:
3.30 - 4.10 Primary Ballet
4.10 - 4.40 Primary Modern
4.50 - 5.25 Grade 1 Ballet
5.25 - 6.00 Grade 2 Modern
Sam Davies Iyengar Yoga 7-8:30pm
Tuesday
FIT Pilates
Wednesday
The Drama Club Years 1-2 3:30-4:30pm
Sam Davies Iyengar Yoga 6:30-8:30pm
Thursday
Footsteps Academy of Dance: Mummy & Me Ballet 2 - 2.40 pm
The Drama Club Years 3-4 3:30-4:30pm
Friday
Footsteps Academy of Dance: Acrodance Age 8 up 4.45 - 5.30 pm
Special Events:
Saturday 8th May Trainmaster
Laura and team will be filling the hall with a giant train track, trains, fancy
dress, crafts and ride on trains. To book please go to
www.kent.trainmaster.co.uk
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Thursday 27th May 19:00-22:00 £35
Klimt Inspired Art Workshop with Louise Dean
Unleash your creativity as you create canvases inspired by the beautiful
works of Klimt. They can be figurative, trees, patterns, abstract whatever inspires you most. Full tuition will be given and this class is
suitable for all levels from complete beginners to the more experienced.
We will be using acrylic paint and then applying gold leaf with size. All
materials and a canvas are provided.
To book please email Louise on louise.j.dean@btinternet.com
For hall availability and bookings please go to our website:
www.speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk or contact Jenny Cooper on 07786 948952.
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Speldhurst CEP School News
Term 4 came to an end with the whole school joining together on the
playground to sing. The children and staff really enjoyed the chance to all
be together- this doesn't happen often in these times of 'bubbles' and
staggered breaktimes. While we look forward to being back at St Mary's
Church for our celebrations, it was lovely to hear the children in the open
air.
The KS1 children performed 'Spring Chicken' before KS2 sang 'Easter Jubilation'- two of our favourites from this time of year. The whole school
then sang 'We Won't Stop Dreaming'. It was a lovely way to end the
term as the children headed off for the Easter break.
Some of the eagle-eyed amongst you may notice some "crazy" hairstyles in
the singing photos. The PTA arranged a last-minute "Crazy Hair Day" to
make the most of the "last of the lockdown locks" before the hairdressers
and barbers reopened. Here are some examples of our amazing winners. Well done to all the children (and staff!) who took part, there were
some fantastic and innovative hairstyles on display.
Lucy McDougall
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Nature Watch
May already and the last migrant birds will be here, swifts, spotted flycatchers
and turtle doves. Butterflies and moths are nearly at the peak season. Wild orchids are in flower on the downs and early purple orchids in local woodlands
with the bluebells.
Celandines are an early spring flower and
give a carpet in gardens, woodland and
roadside verges of single bright yellow
flowers loved by bees and other insects.
Gardeners say when celandines come into
flower it’s time to plant seeds in the garden. When flowering has finished the seed
heads are taken by goldfinches so they are
an early source of food after winter. The
whole plant soon dies back after flowering.
Celandines are also named pilewort in
many old books as the root tubers resemble piles, so this was the herb to cure them.
While topping up the compost heap I
found my first slow worm of the year.
They love compost heaps for the
warmth and supplies of slugs, worms
and beetles, which form a large part of
their diet. Light grey to copper in colour the females have a dark strip down
each side and are completely harmless.
They are a legless lizard but should
never be picked up by the tail because
they can shed the tail and grow a new
one. If caught by a predator the main
part of the body keeps still while the tail detaches and wriggles keeping the
predator focused on it so the animal can escape. Slow worms give birth to live
young in the summer, about 3 inches or 80mm long and these are a golden colour
and can be found in spring after hibernating. They are very good for the garden
so please no slug pellets unless really necessary.
Alan Ford
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RICKY’S (CHAPEL) COMMENT MAY 2021
Thought this little poem that came in a booklet for Easter
might be appreciated by our readers. It was passed on by a
Mrs Boucher, when aged 96 years.
THE BEATITUDES OF ONE WHO IS OLD

Blessed are they who understand
My faltering steps and palsied hand.
Blessed who know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say
Blessed are they who seem to know
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.
Blessed are they that looked away
When coffee spilled on the table today.
Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stop to chat for a little while.
Blessed are they who never say
You’ve told me that story twice today.
Blessed are they who know the ways
To bring back memories of yesterdays.
Blessed are they that make it known
That I’m loved, respected and not alone.
Blessed who know I’m at a loss
To find more strength to bear my cross.
Blessed are they who ease the days
On my journey Home, in loving ways.
Ricky Fawcett
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Speldhurst Cookbook

GOLDEN SYRUP TART
Line a greased pie plate with short crust pastry
Squirt on golden syrup, approx 1/4” depth
Sprinkle over a coating of porridge oats and chopped walnuts
Add a grating of nutmeg or cinnamon (optional)

Bake at 350F for 25/30 minutes
Very moreish! Enjoy
Penny Gerrard
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Chapel
Cricket Club
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
Footpaths Group
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair

Jan Mann
863931
Mark Oddy
862746
Jo Smith
518706
Linda Boyd
512474
Heather Hughes
863367
Louise Scott
862972
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
Ricky Fawcett
863217
Nick Coffin
07867 803121
Karol Leeves
531104
Alan Ford
863276
Ollie Crees
07919467576
Rupert Milner
863255
863040
Sybil Oddy
862746
Olive West
863234
Christine Baker
540793
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
860557
Neil Barrington-Johnson
863959
Vice Chair
Dave Pate
278287
Parish Clerk
Chris May
862927
Richard Ellery
864077
Joy Podbury
315549
Alan Rowe
863404
Police Community Support Officer Jay Burt
Jay.Burt@kent.police.uk
Primary School
Stephanie Hayward
863044
Rainbows
Lucy Wild
07910 304691
Recreation Ground
Ed Wesson
07799 731247
Running Group
Paul Eames
07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men
Brian Tasker
862301
Snooker Club
Glen Fuller
862213
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Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors
Advertising
St Mary’s Church
Rector
Administrator
Stoolball
Scouts
Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Group

Maria Turner
Abi Dawson
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

863394
860616
863394
863226
863222
862821
861187
524793
07810 048599
Nick Burgess
863362
Jo-Anne Dekker
863158
Lynsay Bischoff
864923
Jenny Cooper
07786 948952
Miranda Hawkins
863601
Brian Tasker
862301

Opening Hours & Local Info:
Buses

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH:

Opens 29th April - 01892 338549

GP:

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm

Dispensary:

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall):

Monday 2-4.30pm (Closed currently)

Shop:
Post Office:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm; Sat 9-1; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm; Sat 9-11.30. Sun Closed
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