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Welcome - June
Dear Readers,
It has been a pleasure to note that our societies and local facilities have started to
open up to us for June, particularly at the Village Hall, where an exciting array of
clubs and events are being offered - see pages 14 & 15. Also, under 5’s activities
are opening up, at last, too - details on page 4. A sense of normality has also been
enhanced with the opening of the George & Dragon; we appreciate all their
efforts in creating a wonderfully ambient and safe place for us to enjoy our time;
as well as, the outside seating at the shop where we can now sit and enjoy a
relaxing break with coffee!
For birdwatchers amongst you, or even anyone who enjoys the flocks of beautiful
flying species we have in our gardens, the article on page 5 should be of great
interest!
Finally, on the subject of subscriptions, please note:
it is our normal practice to collect subscriptions in June; however, as we did not
print Speldhurst News in February and March we have decided to delay the
collection of subscriptions by two months. The new subscription of £5 pa. will
be collected with the September Issue of Speldhurst News.
With our very best wishes.
Maria Turner for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)
Please remember that copy for the July/August edition should be sent by 10th June at
the latest to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the
committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be
held responsible for any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers
should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they
feel it is appropriate.
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DIARY AT A GLANCE
June

Page

Sat 5th

Penshurst Farmers’ Market

7

Mon 7th

Bumps and Babes

4

Wed 9th

Praise and Play

4

Tues 15th

SAM Barbecue

9

Tea on the Rec

9

Sat 19th

Trainmaster, Traintastic

15

Mon 21st

Quilting Group

15

Bumps and Babes

4

Fri 25th

PTA Mini Marathon

16

Sat 26th

Children’s Drama Club
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July
Sun 4th

Speldhurst Craft Market

14

& Afternoon Tea
Sat 17th

Speldhurst Summer Social
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in June
Things are slowly opening up aren’t they? Some of you may even be
away on holiday at the beginning of June. Under 5’s activities are opening up, at last, too.
Bumps and Babes, which enables new Mums in the village to get to
know each other, is currently meeting on the Rec twice a month, from
10.30, for a chat and a chance for the children to socialise. We’ll meet
on Mondays June 7th & 21st this month.
And Praise and Play, formerly Toddler Praise have another ‘Come and
Play’ get together in St Mary’s Churchyard extension on Wednesday
9th June. We had great fun last month meeting up altogether for the
first time for over six months. Everyone enjoyed playing with the toys,
the bubbles, and the parachute as well as listening to a story and singing a few songs.
Look on the St Mary’s website or the Speldhurst Community Facebook
pages for more up to date details of all our activities for the under 5’s.
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children,
or know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on
01892 541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com so she
can invite you along.
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Bird Watching
We moved from Tunbridge Wells town centre, to Pax Barn, Speldhurst in the
autumn of 2019. One of the great pleasures of living in the village has been seeing
and hearing so many different birds on our garden feeders and in the
surrounding countryside. In particular the Tawny owls hooting almost every
night through that autumn and winter was a fantastic ‘welcome’ to the
countryside. Suitably inspired, through the early stages of lockdown we started
to improve our bird song recognition (from a very low base - thanks You Tube)
and look out for more unusual breeds. Our favourite garden visitor is probably
the Nut Hatch, or ‘Hut Natch’ as our daughter calls it. This is the only UK bird
that can walk down a tree trunk! We also love the Goldfinches and Thrush.
Both seem so unusually beautiful and exotic; the Goldfinch for its looks, and the
Thrush for its singing.
Over the last few weeks, as spring has sprung, we have seen and heard at least
30 different types of birds in the garden and surrounding fields. I shall list them
here; Dunnock, Blackbird, Robin, Thrush, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Long
Tailed Tit, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Wren, Grey Wagtail, Sparrow,
Skylark, Nut Hatch, Chiff Chaff, Greater Spotted Woodpecker, Green
Woodpecker, Crow, Rook, Magpie, Jay, Pigeon, Collared Dove, Buzzard, Heron,
Tawny Owl, House Martin (I think) and Yellow Hammer.
We haven’t seen many Sparrows other than a few in the Village centre, and the
Chaffinches are not nearly so vocal in our garden as they were last year
(although they are in other parts of Kent) – I’m hoping they will start to pipe up
soon as the weather warms. Other birds we would love to see (or hear) are the
Black Cap, Tree Creeper, Red Kite (surely a matter of time as they spread south
east) any other type of Owl, Sparrow Hawk and the increasingly elusive
Cuckoo.
If anybody has seen any interesting birds in and around the village, or (even)
better has photos, please let me know and I will ask the Editors if we can report
these. Also if there are any more experienced ‘birders’ out there, it would be
great to hear where the best local spots are!
Mark and Ksenia Warnett
Pax Barn
markwwarnett@gmail.com
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Welcome to Your New Home!
A warm welcome to Judith, Rob, Louisa and Ruby the dog, newly moved
into the Lantern House, Penshurst Road;
We also welcome Gabrielle, Paul, Jemima and Jasper to the village, at 6
Turley Cottages;
A welcome, too, to Hannah Morris Newlands, Furzefield Avenue;
And, finally, to Angela Cockburn, Holly Tree Cottage, Penshurst Rd .

SPELDHURST SUMMER SOCIAL 2021
17th July 2021 3pm until late
Our Summer Social will include Nick’s Bar, the BBQ
and there will be live music. There will also be some
children’s activites/entertainment.
Fingers crossed we can go ahead. Can’t wait to see you all
there.

THE FETE COMMITTEE
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Dear Customers,
This month will hopefully see us all spending lots of time outside with our loved
ones, now that we can get together more. The Peasant Farmer burgers are now
back in stock for those summer barbeques. Or what about some sausages or a
pork chop? There is always plenty of meat in the freezer too, so don’t forget to
ask if there’s something you are after.
For ideas and inspiration for that mid week supper, Pi has been providing us with
lovely recipes at the counter. Watch out for her Lemony Lentils this month. All
the ingredients can be sourced from the shop.
We have a new wine chiller to keep our beautiful selection of white, pink and
sparkling wines chilled to perfection. A summer’s evening or a weekend lunch
is always improved by a delicious glass of something cold!
The coffee machine has been working hard already and some of you have been
enjoying your coffees on the deck. The delicious range of Baketastic cakes are
always in stock to accompany your hot and cold drinks. Why not try the brownies as a decadent dessert with some vanilla ice cream?
The Post Office is always open for cash withdrawals and most of your every day
high street banking needs. We can take shopping returns and send most types of
parcels. The Post Office also provide excellent Travel Insurance and currency
cards for when we can finally jet off on our long awaited holidays. You can order currency online at https://www.postoffice.co.uk/ under the Travel section. If
you enter your post code, you can select “Barden Road, Speldhurst” from the list
to collect your currency from us.

As always we look forward to welcoming you to
Speldhurst Community Shop!
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Speldhurst Recreation Ground News
IN MEMORY OF YVONNE HARMER

Speldhurst Ladies Stoolball Club are raising money for a memorial bench
for Yvonne, who sadly passed away earlier this year, to be put in the
recreation ground.
If anyone would like to make a donation, please contact either Sue
Chalklin (Secretary) at sue.chalklin@gmail.com or Donna Burden
(Treasurer) at dondons2010@hotmail.co.uk
LOOK AFTER OUR GROUNDS
The Rec remains at peak of ‘busyness’ as spring arrives. An appeal,
therefore, to everyone who uses it to make sure that they clear up. Could
dog owners ensure they clear up after their dogs, (poo bins and bags
provided) and everyone take ALL litter with them.
Thank you
Ed Wesson

Speldhurst Association of Men (SAM) News
SAM will be in action again from 15 June. On that date we will
be having a barbecue. We are working on a programme for the
rest of the year - to follow shortly.
For information contact Brian Tasker (club list, p.31)
From the 15th June, we will be back
weekly on Tuesdays, weather
permitting! Please see Facebook
for up to date info.
Claire and Lel
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~ Allotment News ~
The Beauty of a Lawn
Almost every garden has a lawn. The ideal lawn is practical to use, lovely to
look at and an asset to our homes. And even though we often take them for
granted, they play an important role in the layout of our outdoor space. From
summer family parties to games with the children (or grandchildren), relaxing
or as a space for the pets, a lawn has so many uses; however, for many of us our
lawns are utilitarian areas. So practicality is key. Those who don’t want to worry about up-keep, may prefer a smaller lawn whilst those with children or pets
will want a larger area of hard wearing lawn. Lawns don’t need to be hard
work. And much depends on what you want it for. But if you want to keep it
nice-looking, here is a brief guide to lawn care through the year.
January: Keep off the lawn, except to brush away fallen leaves. Have the mower
overhauled.
February: Brush off any worm casts. Do not cut the lawn this month.
March: Two light cuts just to ‘tip off’ the grass are sufficient. Before the first
one, brush the lawn to remove surface rubbish and rake so that the grass and
weeds are set up to meet the mower blades. Trim and neaten lawn edges. It’s
also a good time for lawn restoration work.
April: Give the lawn a spring feed and start weed control. Where moss is a
problem, apply a moss killer. Mow the lawn weekly, reducing the height of the
cut a little, although not below 2cm (1in). Cut out coarse grasses and keep the
edges trimmed.

May: Increase frequency of mowing as necessary, gradually reducing the height
of the cut to summer levels. This is the best month for weed control, when the
grass is dry but the soil moist.
June: Mowing twice a week may be necessary if the soil is moist. But if there is
a long, dry spell, raise the height of the cut and mow once a week. If weeds remain after initial treatment, repeat the process but not during a long dry spell.
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July: Mow regularly at the summer cutting height and keep edges trimmed.
A summer ‘tonic’ feed may be applied during any showery spell.
August: Mow regularly at the summer cutting height. Raking before
mowing will help to keep grass and clover ‘runners’ under control.
September: Mow less frequently and start raising the cutting height.
Think about spiking and top dressing or applying an autumn feed. This is
another good time for restoration work such as levelling bumps and hollows
and reseeding bare patches.
October: Mow less regularly and raise the cutting height to a minimum
2cm (1in) for the last cut or two.
November: If a light cut is necessary, set the blades high. Brush away leaves
and worm casts.
December: Apart from brushing away fallen leaves it is best to keep off the lawn.
When grass is healthy and well-cared for, it lasts long and serves more than
one purpose. For example, grass clippings can be used as nutrient-rich
compost or mulch, tossed into planting beds and other areas to promote
growth after being mowed – this is now what I am doing, taking my
clippings to the allotment to use on my vegetables.
Nothing is more pleasant to the eye than green grass kept finely shorn.
Francis Bacon
You can find news, views and tips on the Speldhurst Allotment Holders
and Gardeners Facebook page. Everyone is welcome to join our growing
community. Visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755
If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy
on 01892 862746.
If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening
or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it
to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
Rob Kyte
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June at Speldhurst Village Hall
The big news this month is that we are now fully re-opened and can
take bookings for whatever event you would like to hold! We can’t
wait to hear from you.
To celebrate re-opening we are holding a craft fair and afternoon tea
on Sunday 4th July. If you would be interested in helping out or having
a stall please contact Jenny at speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com
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June Events at the hall
19 June—Trainmaster, Traintastic fun for the under 10s 9am — 3pm
21 June—Our quilting group returns, every Monday 10am — 1pm in the
Committee Room
26 June— Children’s Drama Club Workshop: 10am - 12pm, 2 - 4 pm
4 July—Tunbridge Wells War Games Society returns to hall
Plus lots more—please see our website www.speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk
for a full list of all groups and events at the hall.
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Speldhurst CEP School News
PTA Mini Marathon – Friday 25th June
The PTA is thrilled that, with the easing of lockdown, we will be able to
get together once again. The ties between the school and the local community have always been strong and the children love participating in
village life. We’re planning to run the annual Mini Marathon on Friday
25th June and if you’re on the route do pop out to cheer the runners
on! The children will be raising money to rejuvenate and extend the trim
trail in the playground and have been busy making plans with the school
leadership team.
Trim Trails offer huge benefits to schools. They are fun to play on, help
pupils develop a range of important skills, improve physical health and
contribute to mental wellbeing. Most of all, children, even from very
young, love to play on them. The challenges they present, and the excitement of trying to overcome them, make them irresistible. For young children, they develop physical skills such as balance and coordination, but
beyond this, they teach all children how to handle risk, solve problems
and develop resilience - all skills which can be transferred to the classroom and which are essential for life after school.
If you’re a local business and would like to discuss sponsoring the
event please do get in touch with the PTA via the school office.
Lucy McDougall
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Nature Watch
Although it has been cold of late, there have been the most frosts in April ever
recorded. Being very dry has made the flowers stand out. Blue bells everywhere
have lasted very well as have all the spring flowers, but we now need some rain
as I write this or the summer flowers will not be so good.
The Willow is a very useful tree. There are many wild species with garden varieties such as Weeping willow. It is easy to grow and likes wet areas. Just cut a
branch off and plant it, some species will grow in permanent water. They flower
very early with furry catkins called Pussy willow and the seeds have parachutes
which are caught by the wind and can travel many miles. By May the seeds are
ripe and can blow away. The Catkins provide early nectar and pollen for Bees
and Butterflies. Many aphids feed on the leaves which produce honeydew and is
eaten by ants. Approx. 100 different moth caterpillars feed on willow making it
second only to Oak as one of the best trees for wildlife.
Nightjars will be singing at Broadwater RSPB reserve. This reserve is now the
best place to find this bird in the south east. They are a fairly large bird about
the size of a Kestrel. Nightjars have a very unusual song like no other bird and I
think it should be on everyone’s list of things to do. The best time to hear these
birds is to arrive about half an hour before sunset and just walk along the main
track where other birds will be singing while waiting for the Nightjars to start
its churring song. If luck is on your side a display flight with wing clapping
could be seen. Take a torch and cover up including a hat as the insects can be a
pest but as these and moths are the food Nightjars eat it is a small price to pay
for a very different experience. The picture is of a Early Purple orchid, they have
had a very good year.
Alan Ford
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A Letter from St Mary’s

June 2021

Dear Friends,
Hopefully, this will be the month of unlocking
and release – Halleluiah! At the time of writing
much is still unclear and whatever does happen in
our community will need to conform to the law
in place at the time, but that doesn’t mean that we
can’t look forward. Here are some of my suggestions for the months ahead.

Enjoy new freedoms with thankfulness. The pandemic has done us a huge favour in revealing what is really important in
life by taking it from us. Savour those hugs and shared meals and try to
remember their importance when they become commonplace again.
Mourn for all that we have lost. There has been loss for many; the death of
a loved one, lost years of seeing family members growing up or the loss of
a job. Real life has both highs and lows and it is healthy to acknowledge
both.
Celebrate important events that have been on hold for so long. Making a
fuss can be important. Make special relationships or new birth more special by having a public celebration.
Connect with something bigger. Covid has taught us many lessons including the importance of community and of genuinely caring relationships. It
has also forced us to consider wider issues to do with purpose in life. It
would be a pity if those reflections got shoved away just because we can
do new things now.
Christians are sometimes known as the Easter people, not because we eat
a lot of chocolate but because we have discovered that the reality of death
has been overturned by God’s love. Get in touch if we can do any of these
important things together.
Douglas
PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892 862821
or at The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3
0PD
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Here are the service details for June:
6th June
9am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10am Online Worship available via Zoom – we will send out links in
that week
11am Matins at St John’s, Groombridge
13h June
10am Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst
11am Traditional Holy Communion at St John’s, Groombridge
6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Speldhurst
20th June
9am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10am Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst
6pm Traditional Evensong at St Martin’s, Ashurst
27th June
10am Online Worship t.b.a.
10 am Confirmation Service at St Mary’s Speldhurst
12noon Traditional Evensong at St Martin’s, Ashurst
We are currently totally dependent on the latest
government regulations and all the above are subject to change.
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If you can’t manage to watch our online services at 10 am they remain
available on catchup so can be watched whenever it suits you.
Services in the church buildings are for anyone in the whole parish and
beyond, so you are very welcome to attend. Due to current restrictions
you will need to get a free ticket in advance. Details of how to get these
are included in our weekly Parish Newsletter. If you do not yet receive
this then please email: speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com and ask to
be added to the list. Covid restrictions still apply which means that when
you come to one of these services you will have to wear a face mask and
stay socially distanced.

Funerals
21st April
5th May

Andrew Geoffrey Aldridge
John Robert Bowden

The Church Office is currently closed to visitors but we can be
contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page:
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Chapel
Cricket Club
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
Footpaths Group
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair

Jan Mann
863931
Mark Oddy
862746
Jo Smith
518706
Linda Boyd
512474
Heather Hughes
863367
Louise Scott
862972
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
Ricky Fawcett
863217
Nick Coffin
07867 803121
Karol Leeves
531104
Alan Ford
863276
Ollie Crees
07919467576
Rupert Milner
863255
863040
Sybil Oddy
862746
Olive West
863234
Christine Baker
540793
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
860557
Neil Barrington-Johnson
863959
Vice Chair
Dave Pate
278287
Parish Clerk
Chris May
862927
Richard Ellery
864077
Joy Podbury
315549
Alan Rowe
863404
Police Community Support Officer Jay Burt
Jay.Burt@kent.police.uk
Primary School
Stephanie Hayward
863044
Rainbows
Lucy Wild
07910 304691
Recreation Ground
Ed Wesson
07799 731247
Running Group
Paul Eames
07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men
Brian Tasker
862301
Snooker Club
Glen Fuller
862213
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Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors
Advertising
St Mary’s Church
Rector
Administrator
Stoolball
Scouts
Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Group

Maria Turner
Abi Dawson
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

863394
860616
863394
863226
863222
862821
861187
524793
07810 048599
Nick Burgess
863362
Jo-Anne Dekker
863158
Lynsay Bischoff
864923
Jenny Cooper
07786 948952
Miranda Hawkins
863601
Brian Tasker
862301

Opening Hours & Local Info:
Buses

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH:

Opens 29th April - 01892 338549

GP:

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm

Dispensary:

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall):

Monday 2-4.30pm (Closed currently)

Shop:
Post Office:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm; Sat 9-1; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm; Sat 9-11.30. Sun Closed
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Cover image - thank you to Rob Kyte

