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Welcome
Dear Readers,
It is officially autumn this month, which means cosier clothes, warming recipes
and beautiful foliage all around us, here in Speldhurst.
In the wider community, there are an abundance of days to consider, celebrate or
support in October. I came across: World Animal Day on the 4th, National
Poetry Day on the 7th, National Curry Week from the 9th and World Arthritis
Day on the 12th - just to name a few!
The village shop celebrated their wonderful crew of volunteers in September. At
Speldhurst News, we also rely on volunteers and we are sad to say that, after
over 40 years of admirable service with Speldhurst News, Eric Roughley has
decided to relinquish his responsibilities on our village magazine. We are,
therefore, looking for help. There are more details on Page 5 - we’d be grateful if
you would take a look.
And finally, for anyone new to the village or if you are reading the magazine for
the first time, please feel free to send us any articles that you would like
included.
With our very best wishes.
Maria Turner for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)
Please remember that copy for the November edition should be sent by 10th October at
the latest to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the
committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be
held responsible for any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers
should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they
feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a glance
October
Monday pm

Library in the village hall

Sat

Penshurst Farmers Market

p.12

Blackham Café and Market

p.8

Tonbridge Music Club

p.7

Praise & Play

p.4

Sat

2nd
9th

Weds 13th

November & December
Community Choir Practices 7.30 – 9.00 begins on
Friday evenings in November and December.
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P.13

News & Announcements
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in October
Bumps and Babes, the group for Mums with babies up 12months,
meets fortnightly on Monday mornings. So do get in touch with Jenny
if you have a new babe or you are new to the village.
Praise and Play, the group for all under 5’s and their parents/carers, will
meet in St Mary’s Church on Wednesday 13th October this month.
We’ll be there to welcome you from 9am, so you can turn up straight
from school drop off or come a bit later if that’s better for you.
We’ll have a craft, some time to play and a short story and song time.
So, whatever the age of your Under 5’s, do come and join us.
For more information about either of these groups, especially if you are
new to the village, contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 01892 541200, 07891
318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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Would you like to join Speldhurst News?
After over 40 years of admirable service with Speldhurst News Eric
Roughley has sadly decided to relinquish his responsibilities on our village
magazine.
So the Committee needs someone or people to join our small friendly
group of volunteers to take over his responsibilities. Some can be split if
desired.
In broad terms these entail:


Magazine’s accounts and bank account, presently kept manually but
could go digital.



Administration of advertisements – liaising with advertisers,
invoicing etc.



Organising annual subscriptions’ collection.



Keeping records of distribution rounds.

It is anticipated the job averages approximately a couple of hours per
week over the year.
Please do get in touch with either Derek or Abi for a chat on the numbers
below if you would like to be involved with the village magazine. We
would love to hear from you so please don’t hold back
Derek Robinson 863135
Abi Dawson
860616
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Dear Customers,
We have now been operating for 2 years! We celebrated our birthday with our
volunteer social on 14 September. A great turnout, with nearly 50 people enjoying a drink and the delicious food provided by the G&D. A very big “thank
you” to Heather Hughes for organising the party and Jo Eames and Susan
Koechlin for organising all the volunteers. We have had a great 2 years in the
shop with a lot to be proud of, particularly during the last 18 months.
th

All of your seasonal favourites are in the shop, with a new range of speciality
breads from Rusbridge Bakery, including Italian Herb, Feta and Olive and Chilli
Twists.
Our stationery section is well stocked with all the back to school essentials. Our
selection of cards are always popular and don’t forget we have small gifts too!
The post office is available to handle most of your everyday banking, including
cash withdrawals and deposits, paying cheques in, utility bill payments and lots
more. Maybe it’s time to stock up on some stamps before the Christmas
rush? Royal Mail have just issued a new set of DC Comics stamps.
Are you new to the village? Firstly, welcome! We’d love to see you in the
shop. Did you know that our shop is owned and run by our community? Apart
from our managers Jo and Debbie, we are staffed by volunteers. We have a
variety of jobs from stacking shelves to serving behind the till and operating the
post office. Please contact Jo Eames if you are interested in volunteering.
Last, but by no means least… we will be extending the opening hours of the
shop and the post office very soon! Keep an eye on our Facebook page for
more details!
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Tonbridge Music Club
celebrates the return of live music-making!
TMC is excited to be planning live concerts again and the 2021/22
season kicks off on Saturday 9 October, 7.30pm, at the Parish Church
of St Peter & St Paul, Tonbridge, with the fabulous early music vocal
ensemble, Stile Antico. Their programme, ‘Toward the Dawn – A musical journey from sunset to sunrise’ seems particularly appropriate for
these times, as we look forward with new hope after the last dark
year. Their programme includes the haunting Allegri Miserere mei and
Taverner’s mighty Ave Dei Patris Filia.
This season, TMC also welcomes the acclaimed Atéa Wind Quintet
for a family concert, Tristan Gurney and Friends in a programme of
wonderful Italian masterpieces, and the young, dynamic Van Kuijk
String Quartet.
The popular Sunday morning Coffee Concerts continue, with Stephen
Stirling (horn) and Tony Halstead (piano), followed by Jonathan
Ayling (cello) and Daniel Grimwood (piano), and TMC Chair, Patricia Gane (piano) tempts us to find the magic in a ‘Musical Detective
Story’.
Excitingly, TMC is broadening the mix with its first ever jazz evening, ‘All That Jazz’ with the Ben Cox Jazz Band, and a ‘Totally Toddler!’ concert for little ones with Jessie Grimes (clarinet) and Charis
Hanning (piano).
Full details of dates, artists and programmes, how to book tickets etc,
are available on www.tmc.org.uk or contact music@tmc.org.uk /
01732 364204.
Concerts are open to all, so do come and join us and maybe consider
becoming a Benefactor Member to support the club in its endeavours
– you’re assured fantastic music-making and a very warm welcome.
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFÉ AND MARKET
(first Saturday of every month except January)

SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER 2021
10am – 12.30pm
BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL
Meet you friends at “The Stage” café, enjoy filter coffee, tea and
a piece of delicious homemade cake
Produce for sale at the market include: Bread, free range eggs, Pasties
and other baked savouries, cakes, scones, preserves, honey and wild
bird food.
Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maintain the hall for the enjoyment of and benefit of the
community
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Can you help Speldhurst Lunch Club?
Lunch Club meets in Speldhurst once a month to provide
companionship and a wholesome two-course lunch for our
senior Speldhurst residents. The food is cooked by Age UK in
their centre in Tunbridge Wells.
Can you spare a couple of hours once a mpnth to bring the
food from Tunbridge Wells town centre to Speldhurst and
return the empty food containers back to Tunbridge Wells
about two hours later?
If you are a driver who can help us and you’d like more
information, please ring Jan on 07808 299628.

Remembering Yvonne Harmer
After a number of delays due to the Covid-19
pandemic, Yvonne Harmer's bench has now
been delivered and now takes pride of place
outside the Sports Pavilion on the Recreation
Ground for all to enjoy.
Thank you once again for your kind donation,
it means a lot to both the Stoolball Club and Yvonne's friends and family.
Sue Chalklin
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Autumn Sundays in October at Hole Park Gardens

Hole Park Gardens in Kent are renowned for their beauty all year round
including spectacular autumn colour when the gardens extend their
opening to include Autumn Sundays in October in addition to Wednesdays and Thursdays. The stunning exotic border is full of vibrant colours
in October including cannas and dahlias. The late flowering agapanthus
‘Hole Park Blue’ can also be seen in the formal gardens.
The magnificent mature trees and Japanese Maples provide striking autumn colour at this time of year around the 16 acre gardens and 10 acre
woodland. Visitors can enjoy a circular walk which takes walkers past a
delightful carved wooden sculpture of a family of bears climbing a tree to
reach a honey pot and also a renovated ‘Ice House’ which was built in
around 1740 to store ice long before the days of refrigeration. When the
ice was cut and stacked it would last for up to three years in this cool environment!
Open on Wednesday and Thursdays until the end of October visitors
can also enjoy additional Sunday opening on 3rd, 10th , 17th & 24th and
31st October 2021. 11am to dusk. Lunches, afternoon tea with homemade
cakes will be available in the coach house tearoom.
For more information on Hole Park Gardens, please visit: www.holepark.com or call 01580 241344
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On Sunday 3rd October the 2021 Virgin Money London Marathon is set to be the biggest marathon ever
held anywhere in the world.
50,000 participants will take on the traditional course
in London and another 50,000 people around the
globe will run the
26.2 miles in a virtual event!
Matthew who lives on Barden Road is preparing to
take on the London Marathon to raise funds to support those with disabilities and carers. Money raised
will go straight to 3H Foundation, a local charity
based in Speldhurst that helps provide holidays for
people with disabilities and respite for carers.

Matthew is busy training so if you see him out and
about make sure you wave!
Please dig deep as Matthew will be and together you
can make a real difference.
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MatthewPate
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Community Choir for Carols

St Mary’s would like to invite you to join a
community choir for a carol service
this Christmas.

Having missed out on this last year, we are looking forward to a
candle-lit celebration of Christmas for the village community this
year. The community choir will be leading the carol singing and
adding some items that they sing to the people who come. There
will be a simple dress code for the service itself (we won’t be wearing church choir robes). The music will be in four-part harmony; paper copies and digital versions will be provided for you. Becky
Leeves will be leading the choir.
Practices will be in St Mary’s from 7.30 – 9.00 on Friday
evenings in November and December.
Adults and secondary school children are very welcome.
There are no auditions – just come along. The date of the first
practice will be communicated in due course. If you would like to
know more please talk to me, contact information below. Becky or
any member of the St Mary’s singers would be glad to answer your
questions too.
To register your interest (so we make enough copies), please email
or text me.
Mary Wren
marywren@me.com
07970040930
01892860327
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~ Allotment News ~
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Unwanted Garden Visitors
We have all had to deal with the attentions of unwanted visitors to our
gardens and allotments. Being so close the countryside it would be surprising if we hadn’t. Deer, rabbits, mice, rats, foxes and even sheep. All can be
unwelcome. But I find that badgers are the most destructive of all. On the
allotments they take corn on the cob, broad beans, carrots and will attack
potato beds too. They seem to sense the perfect moment when they are
ready to be picked. At home, they dig up my lawn.

We all love badgers. Of course we do. They are great wildlife. I even have a
set in my garden. But how do we live with them without causing harm or
finding our crops decimated or lawns destroyed? What do my gardening
books say? I started in my Garden Problem Solver book. No mention of
badgers!! Deer - yes. Rabbits - yes. Badgers - no!! 4 other books. Nothing.
Then the 5th - BINGO - badgers in the index. Here is the extracted section.
‘We often forget that many unwanted visitors to our gardens have a much
keener sense of smell than we do. This means the smallest amount of deterrent can be effective. Squirrels, badgers and rabbits can be dissuaded by
sprinkling chilli powder. ’The book also mentions lion dung. Anybody got
any? Apparently, you can buy it on Amazon.
An internet search threw up a few more options.
Scotch Bonnet Chilli Peppers – scatter crushed scotch bonnet chilli peppers around the garden, especially near entrances. Badgers will sense the
substance is irritating to their noses and will turn away.
Citronella Oil - applying it to the bottom of fences and around entrances
may be enough to keep them away.
Motion Sensor Floodlights – investing in good security lights that are triggered by motion will help to repel badgers as well as being good for your
overall home security. An allotment holder also has a sound system that
emits a buzzing noise. This does actually seem to have worked.
If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy
on 01892 862746. If there is any topic you would like to address relating to
matters gardening or horticultural, please send an email to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
15
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Speldhurst CEP School News
The first day of term at Speldhurst School saw a historic milestone in the journey
back to normality post-Covid restrictions. For the first time since the pandemic
changed all our lives, the whole school community of pupils and staff were able
to gather in the hall for collective worship to celebrate the beginning of the new
academic year. “It was a huge pleasure for us to all meet together again…. And
to see the children in those first days of term, playing together on the field rather than being limited to their class bubbles, was a joy”, says Headteacher
Stephanie Hayward. She also took the opportunity to congratulate the new
Year 6 House Captains, Sports Captains and Prefects who are she says are
“already doing a brilliant job.”
To ensure a smooth and happy transition back into school this term, there is an
even greater emphasis on the importance of older pupils as buddies to their
younger peers. Year 6 will support reception and also (as seen in this group
photo below) Year 1 children. Year 4 will befriend Year 2, and Year 5 will work
with Year 3.
Speldhurst has always prided itself on its creative
approach to education which stimulates pupils
to learn, encouraging their natural curiosity and
resourcefulness, whilst meeting academic demands.
The children all look forward with excitement to
the ‘stunning start’ of their new termly topics.
For all the older Key Stage 2 pupils, this term
started with a virtual flight to the moon which inspired some extraordinarily creative writing, whilst Year 5 Crispin class followed in Einstein’s footsteps with science experiments into the properties of light. They discovered how shadows
are formed, how light is made up of many colours – and also (as this photo
shows ) that light does, indeed, travel in straight lines. ‘Brilliant’ said their
teacher.
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Meanwhile the topic for Year 6 pupils is World War 1, whilst in Year 3, Bramley
Class will learn about World War Two focusing on the experience of evacuees.
Bramley Class (you will notice all Speldhurst classes are named after types of
apple) was also particularly proud of some artwork produced whilst learning
about colour wheels and (as you can see from the photo), some inventive ways
of applying paint. Very Banksy….

Beyond the classroom the School has always emphasised on the importance of
sport and outdoor activity. Since the beginning of term, Year 6 have already
enjoyed an adventure with outdoor specialists PGL and a course brushing up
their cycling skills with Bikeability, whilst sports teams including the running
club (see below) are proving as popular as ever: healthy body, healthy mind.

SARA ANDREW – COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR.
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3rd October
10 am
Parish Communion
6 pm
Traditional Evensong
10th October
10 am
Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst
10 am
Morning Worship
17th October
10 am
Parish Communion
24th October
10 am
Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst
10 am
Morning Worship
6 pm
Traditional Evensong
31st October
8 am
Traditional Holy Communion (1662)
10 am
All-Age Worship

Funeral and Burial in Churchyard
7th September
Gabriele Ingeborg Wight
The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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A Letter from St Mary’s
Dear Friends,

October 2021

Harvest time is upon us. It’s always a
lovely celebration of the goodness of creation and the generosity of God’s provision but this year I think it has a bit of an
edge to it. We’ve all seen the terrible
damage that extreme weather has caused
around the globe and nations preparing
for COP26 put the health of our planet in the political spotlight.
The public is generally supportive of tackling this crucial issue and the
science is now rarely challenged. The questions are around what to do.
Some things have to be done by governments because only they can
make big changes. People like you and me can only make much smaller
changes but if we all do them, they will add up to something very
significant.
I’m finding that it requires some hard choices, especially about diet and
travel (i.e. about sausages and flying). You will have your own personal
challenges.
Can I suggest that this Harvest time we all take the opportunity to stop
and have a think about what we might do. That could be about one or
two lifestyle changes, or it could be some sort of campaign for a bigger
change. Motivation can come from several sources. At the most selfish
level it could be about doing all that we can to ensure that we don’t end
up in a violent storm or with our garden parched. A more altruistic approach might be a commitment to ensuring the next generation or the
poor of this generation don’t suffer. A theological perspective is that in
caring for creation we are caring for something that is very important to
God.
Douglas
PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892
862821 or at The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN3 0PD
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Chapel
Cricket Club
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair
Vice Chair
Parish Clerk
Parish Councillors

Jan Mann
863931
Mark Oddy
862746
Jo Smith
518706
Linda Boyd
512474
Heather Hughes
863367
Louise Scott
862972
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
Ricky Fawcett
863217
Nick Coffin
07867 803121
Karol Leeves
531104
Alan Ford
863276
Ollie Crees
07919467576
863040
Sybil Oddy
862746
Olive West
863234
Christine Baker
540793
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
860557
Dave Pate
278287
Katrina Lyle
862070
Katie Neve
862927
Paul Curry
07515 938765
Richard Ellery
864077
Kim Rajah
863852
Alan Rowe
863404

Police Community Support Officer Jay Burt
Jay.Burt@kent.police.uk
Primary School
Stephanie Hayward
863044
Rainbows
Lucy Wild
07910 304691
Recreation Ground
Ed Wesson
07799 731247
Running Group
Paul Eames
07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men
Brian Tasker
862301
Snooker Club
Glen Fuller
862213
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Speldhurst Art Exhibition

Maria Turner

Speldhurst News Editors

Abi Dawson
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

863394

Scouts
Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall

860616
863394
863226
863222
862821
861187
524793
07810 048599
Nick Burgess
863362
Jo-Anne Dekker
863158
Lynsay Bischoff
864923
Sam Van Niekerk
07894 903979

Village Website
Walking Group

Miranda Hawkins
Brian Tasker

Advertising
St Mary’s Church
Rector
Administrator
Stoolball

863601
862301

Opening Hours & Local Info:
Buses

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH:

Open midday onwards daily: tel 01892
338549

GP:

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm

Dispensary:

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall):

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop:
Post Office:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm; Sat 9-1; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm; Sat 9-11.30. Sun Closed
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Cover image - Students from Speldhurst Primary School 2021

