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Welcome to December/January

Dear Readers,

For all the book lovers in Speldhurst - | hope you like the cover picture by the
very talented late Tony Streeter, from the village. On the subject of books, a
new book group is also starting on Monday 5th December then monthly
afterwards at the Library in the Village Hall (page 14).

We also have a pantomime on 16th December in the Hall (page 11). Services at
the Church starting with Carols on 17th December (page 24) with services all
over the Christmas period planned too. Don’t forget the amazing selection of
goodies at the Shop always great for presents, delicious local produce and a
great bottle or two of wine and beer. Not to mention the mince pies!!

Speldhurst rainbows are looking for volunteers so if you have some spare time
and would like to become involved do speak to Alex (page 14).

It just remains to say from all of us at the Speldhurst News to wish you and
your families a very happy Christmas and New Year 2023!

Best wishes, Sara
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the February 2023 edition should be sent
before 10th January 2023 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or
pdf files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours o include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice,
therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the
content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from
the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before
accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of tfreatment. All articles &
inclusions should be sent as a word document atfachment. The editors reserve
the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance

Mon 5th

Mon 12th
Wed 14th
Fri 16th
Sat 17th

Fridays

Mon 9th

Wed 11th
Mon 23rd

Wed 25th

December

Full Council Meeting
Book Group

Bumps & Babes

Praise & Play Christmas Meeting
Christmas Panto

Carol Service

Quiting Group

January

Praise & Play

Energy Talk SPC

Full Council Meeting
Bumps & Babes
Praise & Play

Bumps & Babes

p.9
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p.4

p.11

p.24

p.15
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News & Announcements

R L r LT R L F O A R T RO A O A A
:LE? What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in December & January
& Bumps and Babes, the coffee mornings for new Mums meets just once in

<7 December on Monday 12th December from 10.15am. Then twice in Janu-
4/ ary on 11th & 25th. We meet in The Chapel (opposite the village shop) from

u 10.30am. Do message Jenny if you are interested in joining the group.
i_i Praise and Play have their Christmas meeting on Wednesday 14th Decem-
;:r ber from 9am in St Mary’s Church. We’'ll have the usual playtime together
& and then tell the Christmas story using our lovely knitted nativity figures.

<7 Come the New Year we’ll meet on 9th & 23rd January. All families with

4/ Under 5’s welcome.

N

’ff For more information contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891 318123 or at
L_} jenny50fitz@gmail.com

//L‘
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Audrey Stuart-Black
1922-2022

Audrey died peacefully in hospital on 30th October. She moved to Speldhurst in the
summer of 1967, singing in St Mary’s Choir for over fifty years, deputising as organist
and choir mistress on many occasions. She edited the Speldhurst News for over 20
years and was a past President of the WI, but many will also know her from the times
she spent playing nursery rhymes for the playgroup into her 90s. She will be greatly
missed by her family and friends.

Audrey’s family (lan, Elspeth and Veronica) would like to thank everyone who sent
condolences and cards, and everyone who attended and took part in her funeral
service.

We would also like to express our thanks to Richard and his team at the George and
Dragon for providing the venue and refreshments after the funeral.

Audrey now rests in peace with her beloved husband, Jimmy, next to the home they
shared in St. Mary’s Lane.




RICKY FAWCETT

By now most of you will have heard that our good friend Ricky Fawcett
died on October 27" in a Tunbridge Wells nursing home. His family were
present in his last few hours.

For around 20 years Ricky and Lilian, his delightful wife who died several
years ago, brightened life in Speldhurst by running the chapel and
making it available to all those, young or old who needed a place to
meet for spiritual or practical purposes. They will both be missed
especially for the support and love they extended to older people in the
village. They came to Speldhurst when Ricky retired from the London
City Mission where he spent a lifetime dedicated to the love and support
of homeless and other vulnerable people in London. Towards the end of
his life Ricky just wanted to be with his Father in Heaven and be reunited
with his beloved wife. We are thankful that he has his most earnest
desire and for the wonderful example that he and Lilian set of true
Christian service.

“Jesus said, | am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die.”

Every blessing,
John Perkins
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It’s Christmas!!!

The shop and post office will be open over the festive period. We are
fully stocked with all your seasonal favourites including mince pies, stol-
len and festive chocolates. Have you baked your Christmas cake yet?
We have all the dried fruit, icing and the brandy that you need!

Mince pie anyone? We have mincemeat
and baking products if you’ve been inspired by the recent series of “The
Great British Bake Off”, or we have them in store ready to go!

We're expecting the usual Christmas rush at the post office, so pop in
soon to get your Christmas stamps and we’re always ready to take all
your parcels. After the big day we’d be delighted to take all of your
shopping returns. We now have DPD and Amazon collection too.
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Keep a look out for Christmas posting dates and Christmas opening hours
on our Facebook page.

We're very sad to be saying goodbye to our wonderful manager Jo-Anne
in January; she will be very much missed by us all. As a result we are
looking for a new manager, so please contact us if you would like to ap-
ply for this important role; we’d love to hear from you. Speldhurstcom-
munityshop@gmail.com
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The Management Committee, the Staff and
the Volunteers would like to wish everyone a very

‘Merry Christmas’ and the best of wishes

for a ‘Happy New Year’.

jl’i”ﬂ We are looking for more people to join our group of volunteers.
it The shifts are flexible — you can book whichever slot suits you. If i
WM you would be interested, or would just like some more infor-
mation, please contact Jo Eames on 0789632716. i
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Speldhurst
Parish Council

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY — COULD IT BE YOU?

“Most important for me is to be able to
put something back into the
community and place | love living in.
There is also great satisfaction in seeing
something achieved that the
community values or wants.”

—

Could you see yourself as a Parish Councillor? We have a vacancy to fill and there

iz still tirme to put yourself forward. We would love to hear from anyone with a
passion for helpingto improve and enhance the local community in and around
Speldhurst. One such residentis Paul Curry, who became a Councillor just over a
year ago, and is now our Chair. Paul is very happy to talk to anyone who might
be interested in the role about what it involves. Contact our Clerk, Katie Meve, to
arrange an informal chat (contact details at the bottom of the nextpage).

E-NEWSLETTER OUT NOW

Our Autumn E-newsletter — featuring highlights from a productive few months -
iz out now. You can either read it on our website or sign up for news alerts so
that this and future newsletterz are delivered straight to your inbox — visit

www speldhurstparishcouncil gov.uk to sign up. Hard copiescan be posted on

request.

SAVE THE DATE — ENERGY TALK 9™ JANUARY 2023
Specialist energy advisers from Citizens” Advice will give an energy talk on
Monday 9% lanuary 2023 at 2pm, in Langton Green Recreation Ground Pavilion.

The talk will cover topicsincluding reducing energy usage, improving energy
efficiencyin the home and information about useful servicessuch as the Priority
Services Register and the Warm Home Discount scheme.
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The talk will last 20 minutes, followed by 3 Q84 session, and Advisers will stay
behind afterwards in case anyone would like a 1:1 chat about their energy bill.
Please let us know if you would like to come by contacting
asst.clerki@speldhurstparishcouncil gov.uk, or by telephoning the office.

TO ALL WHO WORK WITH US — A BIG THANK YOU

We'd like to thank our Speedwatch Co-ordinators and volunteersfar their
commitment to running Speedwatch sessions. Thanks also to those residents
whao give their time as members of our Highways and Environment Waorking
Groups. Thank you too, to those who keep an eye on the parish footpaths, or
just popin and give us feedback an how we're doing. It's been a busyyear and it
really does take a whole parish to get things done!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WISHES

Looking back on last yvear's Christmas message, we wrote that it had been a
challenging year...and this year has been no less challenging! Mare than ever, we
are grateful to be part of a community that comes together at difficult times and
will continue to work for the good of that community. We wish you all a well-
deserved break at Christmas and here'sto a happy, healthy Mew Year.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Full Council Meeting 7.00pm, Monday 5th December, Committee Room,
Speldhurst Village Hall

Full Council Meeting 7.30pm, Monday Sth January, Palmer Room, Langton Green
Village Hall

MB. We continue to manitor the number of local covid cases and reserve the
right to ask you to book a seat in advance. See our website for updates.

COUNCIL OFFICE CHRISTMAS CLOSURE

The council office will close from Friday 23rd December until Maonday 2nd
lanuary (inclusive), re-opening Tuesday 3rd January. We will check emails and
the maobile phone for messages duringthis time if you need to contact us.

HOW TO CONTACT US
To contact the parish council, call the Clerk, Katie Meve on 01892 862927,/07760
769513 oremail clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil gov.uk

For helpful information about SPC, visit www speldhurstparishcouncil gov.uk or
follow us on Facebook as “Speldhurst Parish Council”.




Your Borough Councillors

_ Contact Details Re-Election Date

Cllr Matthew Sankey 07881 674 310 Mav 2024
(Alliance) matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.uk Y
ClIr Luey Willis 07958 634 185
(Alliance) lucy.willis@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2023

Clir Harry Allen 23005 178
May 2024
(Conservative) harry.allen@tunbridgewells.gov.uk







SPELDHURST CHAPEL PROJECT

Earlier this year we held a meeting in the Village Hall
to consider the future of the Chapel on the corner of Northficldsa
Road which is facing closure. Around 85 people attended the meeting and there
was unanimous support for preserving the chapel as a village asset and creating a
wonderful new amenity at the heart of our community. Since then we have
formed a working group to explore alternatives and come up with proposals for
repurposing the site and to organise funding.

Outline plans consist of moving Speldhurst Community Shop and Post Office to
the site and incorporating a community room to enable the numerous village ac-
tivities previously held in the chapel and new ones to continue. A local architect
has waived his fees and produced drawings which will enable us to do this by
extending the chapel down one side whilst keeping to the overall profile and
character of the building. Costs of doing the work and purchasing the site are
estimated at £500,000.

The project will be managed and run by a Community Benefit Society [CBS].
This is a legal entity which can issue shares and conducts its business for the sole
purpose of benefiting the community. Those familiar with the working of the
shop may remember that three years ago it was a CBS that was used successfully
for saving and managing the Community Shop.

In addition we have applied to government and other grant making bodies for
contributions. Most notable we have submitted a request to the Community Own-
ership Fund for £250,000. This fund has been set up by the government as part of
its policy of “levelling up” and is aimed at “safeguarding the small, but much-
loved local assets on which we cannot put a price”. A successful outcome is de-
pendent on meeting a series of stringent criteria relating to the importance of the
asset to local people and our ability, though the community share offer men-
tioned above, to match fund the grant.

Without our intervention it is highly likely that the chapel will be put on the mar-
ket for sale. We have a one-off opportunity to secure the long term future of the
shop by providing it with a permanent home and of ensuring that the traditional
and other chapel activities remain as part of our social fabric, shared heritage and
quality of village life. Success in achieving this will depend on our ability as a
village community to respond generously to the community share offer.

We will continue to provide monthly updates in the village magazine and commit
to organising a further open meeting in the New Year.

The Chapel Project Working Group can be contacted on
speldhurstchapelproject@gmail.com

Edward Pinnell & John Perkins

12


mailto:speldhurstchapelproject@gmail.com




New Book Group
If you like reading come along to a new book group that will be starting in
Speldhurst Library once a month on a Monday at 2.30 pm. If you would like to

join please come along on Monday 5th December. All welcome.

Jane Bamgbola (jbamgbol@icloud.com)

Ann Lovering

b st

o2
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Such a lovely
friendly unit - by
volunteering | got
to play every
Tuesday.

No pressure! You can do as
much or as little as a
volunteer as you want - Alex
will always support you.

Unit ime Tuesday 4.45 - 5.45
Speldhurst Village Hall

‘ ‘.:""il‘:

Call Alex, aka Blue Butterfly Unit
Leader for an informal chat on:
07828 705509




BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFE AND MARKET

(first Saturday of every month except January)

CHRISTMAS MARKET
SATURDAY 3 December 2022
10am — 12.30pm
BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL

Meetyour friends at Café , enjoyfilter coffee, tea, ora glass of mulled wine and o mincs pie

Lots of lovely goodies on sale to get vour Christmas shopping off to a great start — local
produce and hand-made gifts — as well as our usual great baked goodies — bread, pasties,
mince pies, Christmas Puddings, handmade pottery, bee products, flowers and lots lots
mare!

We look forward to seeing youl!

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maintain the
hall for the enjoyment of and benefit of the community

Builting 9rour at
Speldhurst Village Hall
every Friday at [0-1Pm

Come and join us

Contact: darbreeze@hotmail.com

Speldhurst Village Website

Our website includes a calendar of village events, a photo
gallery, some village history, a selection of local walks
and cycle routes, past editions of Speldhurst News and
more.

Why not take a look at: speldhurst.org?
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'@" Speldhurst CEP School News '@-‘

What do Mummified carrots, a Victorian rap and an investigation into the so-
cial injustices of Tudor England have in common? The answer: they’re all part
of history learning at Speldhurst Primary School.

Year 4 pupils in Empire Class who are learning about
Ancient Egypt, had first-hand experience of mummifi-
cation — using a mixture of salt and bicarbonate of soda
to mummify a carrot. (the added bonus of a Chemistry
lesson) Each pupil then buried their mummified vege-
table before acting out the role of tomb robbers, dig-
ging their carrot up to find the treasure buried with

it. The ‘mummies’ were then laid to rest in a fantastic
tomb and sarcophagus which each of the children
made for homework.

Meanwhile the Year 5 pupils in Crispin Class were doing their own research
nearer to home many thousands of years later, learning how all was not well in
the England of Henry VIII. Whilst the King and his court lived in sumptuous pal-
aces, others led much less privileged lives. This photo shows the impressive
fold-out information boards which the children created from their investiga-
tions — and although the wattle and daub houses may now have been renovat-
ed into desirable 21% century residences, they were nothing like that in Tudor
times. The black and white cottages, which the pupils illustrate so beautifully,
were in fact the crowded homes of a peasant population living in terrible con-
ditions and poverty.




Now if you are eating turkey this Christmas, it is worth remembering that it
was Henry VIII who introduced the bird to England, roasting it on a spit at
Hampton Court, to replace ‘peacock’ on the banquet menu. Domestic turkeys
come from the Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo), a species that is native only
to the Americas where it was domesticated by the indigenous peoples — and if
it hadn’t been for explorers like Christopher Columbus there would have been
no festive turkey here.

Columbus was highlighted as one of history’s
‘movers and shakers’ which Year 2 children have
been finding out about in Galaxy Gala class — along
with space explorers such as Neil Armstrong. The
pupils wrote fantastic news reports about the first
moon landing.

And this brings us to the 21* century and some of the youngest in our school in
Jazz class. As part of Black History month, the Year 1 children learnt about the
lives of those who arrived on the Empire Windrush through the story of Mona
Baptiste. The Trinidad and Tobago-born singer was one of many who arrived on
the ships like “The Empire Windrush’ to help rebuild the country after the Sec-
ond World War. Like all stories from the Windrush generation, her story far
away from home in a cold and often unwelcoming country, links to one of the
school's values of perseverance and has resonances today. You can view one of
her iconic jazz classics Stormy Weather on You Tube.

So what about that Victorian Rap. Strictly speaking it was a reworking with
great enthusiasm of a rap about the ten top Victorian movers and shakers.
There are a lot to choose from — but amongst the top ten are Charles Dickens,
Charles Darwin, Florence Nightingale, anti-slavery campaigner William Wilber-
force —and Rowland Hill, who many (including myself) may not have heard of
but he’s up there as founder of the postal service with Robert Peel (the police
force) and engineers Isambard Kingdom Brunel and Robert Stephenson.
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Year 6 also had the most amazing
7 1 'History Off the Page' day with the re-
¢ enactment of a class in Victorian

get into character and they were treat-
ed to an array of typical by-gone lesson
activities. All of the children agreed it is
a fantastic way to learn about the past.

On any day and at any time, the school
is always buzzing with many kinds

of activities from designing and building
ships with junk modelling to hands-on
scientific investigations and discussions
of the different materials which make
up our world.

And in the school hall Bramley
class Year 3 pupils are enjoying
their new PE course which in-
cludes orienteering, continuing
to develop teamwork, communi
cation and listening skills. There
has been a lot of laughter in
these lessons as activities in-
volved crossing a river of lava
and being detectives to crack a
code!

Whilst outside the start of Forest School gave the chance for children to learn
and develop through a variety of activities in the fresh air from leaf painting
and mud kitchens to making nature wands. As | write this on a sunny morning
following several days of persistent, often heavy rain, | am wondering if it will
snow for Christmas. Have a wonderful seasonal break everyone.

Sara Andrew - Communications Governor
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

Fut the dates in your diary! This December there
will be two markets at Penshurst for all the best
festive local food, drink and crafts

=

%

gt ==

After the success of our special Christmas market last year once
again we are hosting two farmers’ markets in December. The
regular one will be on the first Saturday of the month when you can
get ahead with all the advance shopping for storecupboard
essentials, items to prepare ahead and freeze, and gifts.

Then a special Christmas Farmers’ Market will take place on the
17th staying o till 2.00pm to allow even more time for those
last minute festive treats. This market will feature as usual all the
best of local Kent, Surrey and Sussex produce and also showcase
seasonal guest stallholders with a rnnge of beautiful locally-made
Christmas gifts and crafts.

Alongside free-range meat and ﬂame, seafood, fruit and veg and
award winning cheeses, there will be seasonal specialities on offer
such as Christmas puddings and mince pies, hand-made chocolates,

festive cakes and pastries plus crafted gifts including handmade
and candles, knitted alpaca hats, Christmas decorations and more.

Carol singers, Christmas trees, mistletoe and a visit from Father
Christmas will all add to the festive oceasion. Parking is plentiful,
free and close by. Dogs and families welcome as always.

Find us on Facebook Find us on Twilter and Instagram

WWW kfma.org.uk/penshurst
19



Nature Watch

| have been to a meeting on comparing duck numbers that migrate to
us in the winter over the last 25 years. Two ducks, the Smew and the
Goldeneye were seen in Kent in good numbers. Last year only one
Smew was seen in Kent. The more common ducks Mallard, Tufted and
Pochard are still coming from Europe but in much smaller numbers.

This is also the case for the wild Swans, Whooper and Bewick numbers
are much reduced. This is caused by warmer winters; the birds do not
need to leave Europe for food. To balance this we are seeing birds that
normally come to us in the summer are now spending the winter here,
again food can still be found in our milder winters. These include Swal-
lows, Chiffchaff and Blackcaps. One bird to look out for this winter is
the Waxwing. Large numbers are travelling across northern Europe so
let's hope they come across the North Sea to feed on our berries.

An article from last month’s allotment news by Rob caught my eye re
bird’s not eating caterpillars. The brassica-loving caterpillars of the
large white are brightly coloured to warn predators that they are poi-
sonous and distasteful having accumulated mustard oils from the cab-
bages and sprouts they have eaten, so birds will not touch them This
applies to all brightly coloured caterpillars that feed in the open, but
they have hidden enemies within. A parasitic wasp lays an egg into the
caterpillars which hatches and eats it from the inside. This means alt-
hough we have lots of caterpillars this year does not mean lots more
butterflies next year. Also various fungal infec-
tions will kill more of the caterpillars over the
winter. Nature is red in tooth and claw.

Alan Ford
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TONBRIDGE MUSIC CLUB
All That Jazz with the Ben Cox Band
Friday, 9 December at 7pm
Juddians Rugby Club,
The Slade, Tonbridge TN9 1HR

By popular demand, following a standing ovation at TMC's first-ever jazz
event last year, The Ben Cox Band returns to perform a relaxed evening of
great jazz classics that are fresh, bold and exciting, by songwriters such as
James Taylor, Paul Simon and Neil Young. This evening should help you get
into the Christmas mood!

Ben studied Jazz at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and was a
founding member of successful vocal group, Vive, which won the Voice Festi-
val UK choir competition in 2013 along with the Ward Swingle Award.
Heading up the ‘The Ben Cox Band’, he tours around the UK, regularly playing
major jazz festivals, including London, Cheltenham and Scarborough as well
‘sold out’ performances at prestigious venues like Ronnie Scott’s and the Piz-
za Express Jazz Club. In 2015 Ben released his debut original album ‘This
Waiting Game’ to critical acclaim. It was named by the Daily Telegraph as one
of the best jazz albums of 2015 and was quickly followed up with his second
album ‘Round and Round’ in 2016.

Ben is currently recording and touring his latest project ‘Hourglass: The Music
of James Taylor’. Also a fan of folk music, Ben plays the Irish whistle and flute
— writing melodies and songs, and is currently touring with London-based folk
band, Counter’s Creek. He is a passionate and experienced educator. He
gives workshops to schools and educational establishments across the coun-
try. At present, he is the musical director of four choirs in and around London
and is the music lead at St George’s Catholic Primary School in Enfield.

Tickets for the Jazz Evening cost £25, and for under-18s and students, £5. A
finger buffet is included in the price. There will be a pay bar for drinks.
Tickets can be bought at www.tmc.org.uk, where further information is avail-
able about all the Club’s activities and how to become a member. Alterna-
tively, you can call 01732 364204. (Please note that tickets will not be sold on
the door.) If you are booking tickets as part of a group who wish to sit togeth-
er, please email kathryn@tmc.org.uk
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Tips of the Year

I’'ve been thinking about this pretty much all year, wondering what tips would prove to
be successful. But what a year it’s been! Damp in the spring and then dry, dry, dry
throughout the memorable summer.

Consequently it became challenging just to keep up with the need to water the plants
on the allotment throughout the several heatwaves and extreme heat events. So
whilst this was great for outdoor living, many of the vegetables on the allotments
suffered.

Whilst there is no universal replacement for effort, care and attention, there are a few
things that | have been trying or have seen implemented that | have been found to
work.

Chicken Manure Pellets in the Watering Can: | hadn’t considered this until | saw it
mentioned in the book ‘Digger’s Diary — Tales from the Allotment’ by Victor Osborne.

Chicken manure pellets are quite expensive and perhaps somewhat strong for direct
adding to the soil. So an interesting and effective option is to add a small handful to
each watering can, dissolve the pellets and then use this as a liquid fertiliser.

I almost exclusively used this technique on my peppers and chillies this year, and |
have had the best crop ever. Fantastically sized fruits and lots of them!

The only trouble | had was that the pellets don’t dissolve readily. As they are dried, |
thought they might dissolve readily, but they don’t.

The first time | tried this, | found that the pellets were still in the bottom of the emp-
tied watering can, mostly still intact and looking a tad yukky. The ‘solution’ was to
leave the pellets to soak for a day and to stir the liquid before using this chicken pellet
manure ‘soup’ to feed some of my plants.

Mulching: This is undoubtedly one of the best techniques in gardening for a number

of reasons. So | was delighted when | had an opportunity to trial sheep’s wool as
mulch.
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I must say | found this to be most successful, and here are a few characteristics that
make sheep’s wool work well as mulch:

It's good at suppressing weeds, has good water retention and is 100% natural. It will
bio-degrade over time, hold the heat of the day and warm the soil. The lanolin acts as
a natural slug deterrent and the fleece will be great for the local bird population to
build their nests in the spring. Finally, it will rot and put nitrogen back into the
ground.

No-Digging: If we admit it, we would all like our gardening to be as easy as possible.
Well...one way to achieve that is not to do any digging, here is an argument why:

Digging actually kills the soil life that is so crucial in maintaining a productive and
healthy ecosystem. There are billions of microbes in the underground soil that support
the life above and send necessary minerals to our plants.

While digging the soil might initially bring a surge of oxygen to the soil, when done
every year, digging kills off essential fungal networks and beneficial life forms that we
are only beginning to discover now.

Since healthy soil is the most important aspect of the garden we need to stop digging
it!
Robert Kyte

If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892
862746.
If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening or horticul-
tural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

23


mailto:kytehouse@stepex.co.uk
mailto:kytehouse@stepex.co.uk

December
2022

5th December
10am Confirmation Service

12th December

10 am Morning Worship

10 am Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

SATURDAY 17th December
6 pm Carol Service

19th December
10 am All-Age Communion Service

SATURDAY 24th December
2&3pm Crib Services (2 sittings)
11.30 pm Midnight Communion

25th December - Christmas Day

10 am Christmas Celebration

10 am Online Worship available via
http://voutube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

1st January
10 am All-Age Communion Service
6 pm Said Evensong

Other services in January had not been finalised at the time of going to print. Please
see our website nearer the time.

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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A Letter from St Mary’s

December 2022

Dear Friends,

Every Christmas is different, but | suspect that this one will feel like no
other. It comes at the end of a year in which we have seen a war start in
Europe, three British Prime Ministers, the death of our longest serving
monarch and an ongoing economic shock. Please don’t despair! My in-
tention is not to depress us all but to be real about the world that we live
in and to discover light and hope at this time.

Given the uncertainty and disruption that we are all experiencing can |
suggest that this Christmas we take the opportunity to do things differ-
ently. To start with, let’s be real about the situation that we are in. If life
is tough, pretending that it’s otherwise is a pretty sure way to end up in
despair. It’s ok to say that life is grim. The Christmas story is actually
quite a dark one that involves pregnancy outside marriage at a time
when that was taboo, a young woman giving birth away from her home
and doing so in a stable of all places.

If you are fortunate not to be under pressure, then the account of the
visit of the wise men shows us the importance and joy of giving. Maybe
we can invite others to join us for a meal this month or just leave an
anonymous gift on someone’s doorstep. And then there were angels
singing praise. Joining with others to focus on someone beyond ourselves
can be a life-giving experience. Do join us this Christmas time. You will
find service details elsewhere in this magazine.

| wish you all joy at Christmas 2022.
Douglas

PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892
862821 or at The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
TN3 OPD
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Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers

Bowls Club

Bridge Club
Brownies

Bumps and Babes
Cricket Club

Junior Cricket section

Cubs
Flower Show

Football: Speldhurst Rangers

GP Surgery

Guides

Library

Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School

Parish Council: Chair

Vice Chair

Parish Clerk

Parish Councillors

Police Community Support Officer

Primary School
Rainbows

Recreation Ground
Running Group

Speldhurst Association of Men

Snooker Club

Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors

Speldhurst News Advertising
St Mary’s Church Rector
Administrator

Jan Mann

Mark Oddy

Jo Smith
Debbie Moon
Heather Hughes
Louise Scoft
Jenny Fitzsimmons
Nick Coffin
Francis Booth
Karol Leeves
Alan Ford

Ollie Crees

Sybil Oddy

Olive West
Christine Baker
Jenny Fitzsimmons

Paul Curry
Katrina Lyle
Katie Neve
Richard Ellery
Kim Rajah
Alan Rowe

863931
862746
518706
861317
863367
862972
541200
07867 803121
07738474144
531104
863276
07919467576
863040
862746
863234
540793
541200
860557
07515 938765
862070
862927
864077
863852
863404

Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk

Stephanie Hayward
Alex Brown

863044

speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com

Ed Wesson
Paul Eames
Brian Tasker
Glen Fuller
Maria Turner
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Judith Malim
Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess

07799 731247
07975 577630
862301
862213
863394
863394
863226
864268
863222
862821
861187



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 863362
Shop & Post Office Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Sam Van Niekerk 07894 903979
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601
Walking Football Brian Shilling 07940013135
Walking Group Brian Tasker 862301

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH: Open midday till 1Tpm daily (Sun 10pm)
01892 338549

GP: Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Dispensary: Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (vilage hall): Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm:; Sat 8-12; Sun 9-11
Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm:; Sat 9-12; Sun Closed

27



To advertise: email e.roughley222@btinternet.com

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Chris Arnold Builders

Over 30 years’ experience in carpentry,
design and build, planning drawings and
submissions.

All extensions, conversions and
carpentry requirements considered.

Telephone: 07774 730510

email: christhebuilder@outlook.com

BOXTREE DESIGNS ltd
GARDEN DESIGN
BESPOKE GATES & FENCES

www.boxtreedesigns.co.uk
T: 01892 862395/07917 247116
boxtreedesigns@btinternet.com

‘ rsery 2 - 5 years

gldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
01892 860557
. www.kinderversity.co.uk
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Institute of

Pl Local Will Writing Service IS Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall , Clifford

Dental Practice complementary
therapist

Maintain your T hreat the Feopr
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 Wb DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM
INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

h -
.Em"’

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your \ocal veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection &Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17", Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk
Find us on Facebook : Baketastic cakes
Eat me, 'm Baketastic!

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

Utility
Warehouse

Get all your utilities from The Discount Club
Fair & ethical savings 100% renewable energy
Phone, broadband, mobile One clear bill

Free local service from Brian Quarterman

www,richatds-fcncins_co,uk 01892 863189 07875 477048
0 l 892 770 l 86 brian@brq.org.uk www.brq.org.uk
EMMA THE FOOT LADY
~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses  Fungal Infection THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming FOR ADVERTISING

Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot
Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com




Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Rat, Mouse,
Mink & Squirrel Catcher

(no poisons used)
PETER KING
07432 813614
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in
Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Ce i

AIRPORT (\ R SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

MINDFUL YOGA AND MEDITATION
Speldhurst

9

Tuesdays 8.00 - 9.30 pm
One-to-One Classes and Workshops

For further details:
email Mo at momcauley@yvahoo.com
or text/ring 07801 816542

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441
charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

LOVEGROVE

FELLING - PRUNING « PLANTING

07710 947754

FREE ESTIMATES « FULLY INSURED

mail@keith-lovegrove.com

"Thank you for doing a great job with
our trees. We are very pleased."

"Professional, friendly, hardworking.
Our hedges look superb."

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance
IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

«6TICq,  LEN BEALE
g T Former Hotpoint Engineer
LB 3
% o) Repairs and Service to:
Viong™

Washing Machines
Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers
Cookers

TUNBRIDGE WELLS (01892) 542646
MOBILE: 07850 794308
www.lenbeale.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
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o) BEN

PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD

Plumbing & heating
Boiler installations
Servicing

Bathroom installations

4

e

07947 669 494

www.bennix.co.uk

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk

Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC »

PRIVATE TUITION BY
QUALIFIED TEACHER
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
Y 11+ TUITION
# BIOLOGY GCSE
ﬂ CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Woirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

wtos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar
MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 B03121 - FAX 08452 805006
EMALL nck coin@mothor-gocse.couk - www.mother-goose.couk

= Your home may be ropossessad If you 3o Not Keap up FEPIYMGnts ON your Mortgage.
* Mother Gooss Lid = we spponted repressrtstve of Frat Complete Lad, whach s muthormnd ard ragulsted by the Frmscsl Conduct Authorty.
-We : % = The we N
We charge « fem '“‘”“’“““"”1...."“5“"“":3‘::2‘2::“‘“"‘ exact wrourt we wil charge

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Cover image: Tony Streeter from web




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




