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welcome:
February
Dear Readers,
Welcome to our first edition of 2022 - we wish all our readers a very
happy new year.
You’ll notice it’s a somewhat slimmed down magazine this month.
Things are - unsurprisingly - still looking a little quiet on the social
front in the village. (The village hall and school will be back with
their regular pages next month.)
There are reasons to be optimistic though - not least the fact that
spring is imminent, and we have a date for the first village fete
since 2019 (p.6) - thank you to Mike and the team.
Whatever you’re involved in in the village, do let us know your
plans, hopes and aspirations for 2022 - and use these pages to
spread the news!
With best wishes,
Abi Dawson for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News
(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner)
Please remember that copy for the March edition should be sent before
10th February to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files
preferred. Thank you.
The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village,
church and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without
prejudice, therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or
treatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves
of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a
course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions
where they feel it is appropriate.
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diary at a glance
February
Mon pm

Library in the Village Hall

p.19

Mondays

Bumps & Babes

p.4

Sat 5th

Penshurst Farmers Market

p.8

Mon 7th

SPC full council meeting: SVH

p.15

Weds 9th

Praise & Play

p.4

Sun 20th

Tonbridge Music Club am concert

p.9

Weds 23rd

Praise & Play

p.4

March

Mon 28th

Annual Parish Meeting: LGVH
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p.15

News & Announcements
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in February
As I write the first signs of spring are peeking up in my garden.
Bumps and Babes, the group for new Mums, meets fortnightly on Mondays in
each other’s homes again now. So do get in touch with Jenny if you have an
under 2.
Praise and Play, the Toddler Group run by St Mary’s at the church, meets
fortnightly on a Wednesday. In February we meet on 9th & 23rd. We are there
from 9-10.30 but arrive when you can there is no fixed start time for you.
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or
know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200
or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com

Public Bins in Speldhurst
Over the years we have had the odd request for additional bin facilities
in Speldhurst. Currently, Tunbridge Well Borough Council (TWBC) pay a
contractor to empty the bins we have. Now, following another resident
request for an extra bin, TWBC have said they are happy to add more to
the disposal contract, however, Speldhurst Parish Council would have to
pay for it.
Please email asst.clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk if you have any strong
opinions on this matter – do you want another bin in Speldhurst and if so where? It
is worth noting that if we spend the money you pay towards your council tax on
bins we are not spending it on other needs the parish may have, for example,
towards highways improvements. However, if it’s something the village feels is
important, we will progress the matter further.
(Please note, the bins on the Recreation Ground are not maintained by the parish
council.)
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Happy 100th Birthday Audrey
Many of you will know Audrey Stuart-Black.
Audrey single-handedly edited 11 copies of
this magazine a year for 20 years or so
between the early 1990s and summer 2012, re
-typing submissions each time and printing a
hard copy to be sent to the printer.
Since retiring - at 90 - she has remained very
involved in village life, and has many friends
locally.
Audrey celebrates her 100th birthday on 26th
February. We are sure that you will join us in
sending congratulations and wishing her a very
happy birthday indeed, with our best wishes
for a wonderful day.
From your friends on the Speldhurst News
Committee

Audrey pictured with SN
committee secretary Derek
Robinson and former parish
councillor Joy Podbury at a
gathering to celebrate her
retirement in September 2012

AN APPEAL TO SUPPORT THE REC:

DON’T LET IT GO TO REC AND RUIN!

We want to make sure the Rec will continue to be available for everybody in the
village for the next 100 years too. This means finding new ways of raising the
funds to run it. The suggestion for the future is simple: people in the village as
well as other users of the Rec make an annual donation towards its running
costs.
We hope each household could contribute £20 a year. We know there will be
those who can’t afford this, as well as those who can afford more: please give
what you can. We have set up a Just Giving web page to make your donation:
www.justgiving/speldhurstrec
Kate Plunkett
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TONBRIDGE MUSIC CLUB
Coffee concert, 11am, Sunday 20th February 2022
Jonathan Ayling, cello and Daniel Grimwood, piano
Are you looking for a different way to spend a winter Sunday morning?
Tonbridge Music Club might just have the answer for you with a Coffee
Concert taking place in the Schools at Somerhill on the morning of 20th
February. Listen to wonderful music followed by a cup of coffee and
sweet treats together with a chance to meet the artists.
Two locally-based musicians, Jonathan Ayling and Daniel Grimwood,
will be playing for us and all are invited to buy tickets and come along.
Their programme includes Mendelssohn’s Sonata in D major and
Bloch’s Prayer from Jewish Life.
Jonathan Ayling is r ecognised as one of this countr y’s most versatile
cellists, leading a musically active life as soloist, chamber musician, orchestral player and teacher. A regular recital and concerto soloist, Jonathan enjoys performing standard and lesser known repertoire as well as
collaborating with singers, dancers and composers.
Daniel Grimwood began his musical car eer as a 3-year-old playing
next door’s piano, and from the age of 7 he was performing in front of
audiences. His training continued at the Purcell School, where he also
studied violin, viola and composition, giving him a broad appreciation
of classical music.
For full information about the concert and how to buy tickets, please go
to www.tmc.org.uk or call 01732 364204. Tickets cost £15 and £5 for
students and under-18s. Under-16s must be accompanied by an adult.
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(Box still in the shop throughout February
- do keep donating your used stamps)
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Nature Watch
Welcome to Nature watch 2022. Have you heard of blue forests? I
admit I hadn’t until I saw a report of research into the power of marine and inter-tidal vegetation (blue forests) to capture carbon. Estuary sediments can store carbon 10 times as quickly as
sediments in forests and, if undisturbed, the carbon stays below
ground for thousands of years. This is because lower layers are deprived of oxygen, so the decay that occurs on land,
which eventually releases much of the carbon back to the atmosphere, cannot occur in these marine environments. In tropical areas mangrove belts are a very visible example of this, and also do a
great job in protecting the coast from storm surges. But around our
coasts too, estuaries can capture a surprising amount as rivers
carry vegetable debris which settles into the mud – and largely
stays there if undisturbed. That’s another reason for protecting
these places, as well as the fabulous bird life they support.
I wrote about wintering Blackcaps last April. They are one of our
few wintering warbler species, and they can be seen in our gardens most commonly between January and March. In discovering
how these birds migrate, BTO researchers have colour-ringed over
600 Blackcaps. Be sure to keep an eye out for these colour-ringed
birds in your garden and, if you do see one, note which coloured
rings are on which leg and email details plus data and location
to Blackcap@bto.org. They are a grey-looking bird with a black cap
[male] and a brown cap [female] to keep a lookout for this winter.
Alan Ford
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~ Allotment News ~
So I was thinking about this...
When I was a youngster, everyone had a garden and cultivated vegetables.
All the gardens were sizeable and mostly given up to growing all sorts of
produce with row after row of carrots, spuds, cabbages, beans, etc.
However these days, for most of us, vegetables are something we get in
neat, shrink-wrapped packages from a supermarket. Many are now from
generations where people do not grow their own veg as a matter of course.
But I have my allotment. And it is comforting to see that we now have a waiting list, that there is a renewed demand for these great plots and that the
interest in growing our own fruit and vegetables is on the increase – even if
in a small way.
I know that I have previously featured why people have allotments (or veg
plots) and the many benefits this brings. But there is another perspective…
Why do we do it? Is there actually any point in growing our own vegetables?
Let's face a reality...
Fruit and veg gardening can be frustrating, especially when we spend the
whole year tending our plants only to find that a malign confederation of
pests, diseases and weeds manage to get to our produce before we do.
And even when we manage to salvage precious crop, they stand a chance
of being deformed, discoloured, full of holes, etc. And they are almost always dirty.
In all honesty, produce from the supermarket is at least better presented and
easier to process. It's clean and usually comes in a nice plastic packet (to
keep it fresh) which also tells us which horticultural paradise it was grown in.
There are unlikely to be any surreptitiously hiding slugs. Or sneakily secreted caterpillars. And the unsightly bits will have been trimmed off so that all
we have to do is to throw the veg into a pan of boiling water, wait a few
minutes after which we can eat and enjoy.
And neither are we really saving any money by growing our own veg. Supermarkets are virtually giving some vegetables away at crazy low prices - just
look at the carrots, onions, potatoes, swedes, etc.
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So I ask again…why do we do it? And more pertinently…why do I personally
like doing it so much?
I've been growing stuff ever since I had even the smallest of plots to turn
over – for some 35+ years now. But having written this and thought about it,
I have decided that I've done it long enough. I'm going to give it up. Pack it
all in, in favour of the supermarket. Yes...definitely and right this moment...immediately...just after I've got all the onions in.
And the broad beans (of course). Also, it wouldn't do to miss out on the
brussels. I can't manage without those. Oh, and runner beans (white, naturally). Then the kilaton cabbage - so easy to grow, good against club root
and absolutely super-duper in coleslaw.
Then what about growing some sugar snap peas - so lovely and sweet that
it’s possible to eat the lot before they get home. The beetroot too - cooked
immediately after picking. So succulent and tasty. A super food.
Not to mention the first pickings of rhubarb or leeks at this time of year. Or
the marathon broccoli, squash, courgettes, leeks, chillies and peppers that
are an absolute must.
On second thoughts...I won't give it all up just yet. I'll give it another year.
And in the process, cut down on my carbon footprint, enhance biodiversity
and be certain how my food was treated and grown.
Finally:
If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy
on 01892 862746.
If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening or horticultural, please send an email to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it
to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
Thank you to One Man and His Dig written by Valentine Low for the thought
process behind and part of this article.
Rob Kyte
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A Letter from St Mary’s
February 2022
Dear Friends,
Twenty years ago, my family and I moved to The
Rectory during the February half term holidays before I became the Rector of the parish on 1st March
2002. A lot has happened since then.
Some of the children who experienced my first assemblies in Speldhurst school
are now in their early thirties! I have been immensely privileged to share with
many families at very significant times in their lives, especially weddings, christenings and funerals. I have had a lot of fun at various fetes and social activities
in all three communities in our parish. I’ve tried to contribute to our School and
village organisations and support the local shop and pubs.
There have been sadnesses too; three of the original churchwardens have since
died, not all marriages have lasted; there have been some tragic and early
deaths, Speldhurst village hall burnt down and then there is COVID. All human
life can be found in our villages. On balance, the good times easily outweigh the
bad ones. Thank you for your part in the journey so far.
The very best times for me in the last two decades have been when I have seen
people find fresh starts in life through their encounters with God. For some this
has meant the experience of forgiveness, healing or liberation that has enabled
them to be renewed in their humanity. For others there has been a new sense
of purpose and direction in life and for others it has meant a joyful inclusion
into a new community.
I won’t still be the Rector in another twenty years’ time, but God will still be at
work bringing new life.
Douglas
PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892 862821 or at
The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0PD
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Chapel
Cricket Club
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair
Vice Chair
Parish Clerk
Parish Councillors

Jan Mann
Mark Oddy
Jo Smith
Debbie Moon
Heather Hughes
Louise Scott
Jenny Fitzsimmons
Ricky Fawcett
Nick Coffin
Karol Leeves
Alan Ford
Ollie Crees

863931
862746
518706
861317
863367
862972
541200
863217
07867 803121
531104
863276
07919467576
863040
Sybil Oddy
862746
Olive West
863234
Christine Baker
540793
Jenny Fitzsimmons
541200
860557
Dave Pate
278287
Katrina Lyle
862070
Katie Neve
862927
Paul Curry
07515 938765
Richard Ellery
864077
Kim Rajah
863852
Alan Rowe
863404
Police Community Support Officer miles.booth2@kent.police.uk
Primary School
Stephanie Hayward
863044
Rainbows
Lucy Wild
07910 304691
Recreation Ground
Ed Wesson
07799 731247
Running Group
Paul Eames
07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men
Brian Tasker
862301
Snooker Club
Glen Fuller
862213
Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Maria Turner
863394
Speldhurst News Editors
Abi Dawson
860616
Maria Turner
863394
Sara Turner
863226
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Speldhurst News Advertising
St Mary’s Church Rector
Administrator
Stoolball

Eric Roughley
Douglas Wren
Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

Scouts
Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Group

Nick Burgess
Jo-Anne Dekker
Mike Harrowing
Sam Van Niekerk
Miranda Hawkins
Brian Tasker

863222
862821
861187
524793
07810 048599
863362
863158
0772 5561154
07894 903979
863601
862301

Opening hours & local info:
Buses

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH:

Open midday till 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)
01892 338549

GP:

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm

Dispensary:

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall):

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop:
Post Office:

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm; Sat 8-1; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-12; Sun Closed
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Cover image: Nina Harman, February 2021

