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Dear Readers, 

 

There are signs of Spring around the village and in our gardens and 

the days are getting longer - at last!  We also have a magazine 

filled with lots happening in March and beyond. 

 

We are delighted to welcome a new contributor to our magazine 

namely our recently elected Councillor Matthew Sankey.  Matthew 

wants to keep us posted with news from the Town Hall (see p. 20). 

Also for those cricket enthusiasts we have a thriving junior section 

(p.6-7) thank you Francis for providing us with this information.  

Cricket seems a long way off as I write this with storm Dudley 

making its appearance!  A massive thank you too to everyone who 

has supported the Just Giving campaign to look after our 

recreation ground - 80% of the 5k target has been reached - do 

support this if you haven’t already done so (p.9). 

 

Please do keep us posted on any news from the village we would 

love to include it in the magazine. 

 

With best wishes, 
Sara Turner for the Editorial Team, Speldhurst News  

(Abi Dawson, Maria Turner and Sara Turner) 
Please remember that copy for the April edition should be sent before 

10th March to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files 

preferred. Thank you. 

The SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, 

church and chapel news.  These are taken in good faith and without 

prejudice, therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the 

accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or 

treatment received from the advertisers.  Readers should satisfy themselves 

of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a 

course of treatment.  All articles  & inclusions should be sent as a word 

document attachment.  The editors reserve the right to  amend submissions 

where they feel it is appropriate. 

welcome:  

March 
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March 

 

Mon pm   Library in the Village Hall   p.19 

 

Mondays  Bumps & Babes     p.4  

 

Sat 5th  Penshurst Farmers Market   p.14 

 

Mon 7th  Full Council Meeting: LGVH   p.17 

 

Weds 9th  Praise & Play     p.4 

 

Thurs 10th  Committee Meeting 

   Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show  p.7 

 

Tue 15th  SAM event      p.4 

 

Weds 23rd  Praise & Play     p.4 

 

Mon 28th  Annual Parish Meeting: LGVH   p.16 

diary at a glance 

Dates for your diary 

 

 Sat 18th June Speldhurst Village Fete    p.5 

 

 Sat 10th Sept Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft 

      Show      p.13 
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News & Announcements 

 
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in March 

 
Spring is well underway now with snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses bloom-
ing everywhere. Our groups are blooming too as we emerge from covid  
restrictions. 
 
Bumps and Babes, the group for new Mums, meets fortnightly on Mondays in 
each other’s homes again now. So do get in touch with Jenny if you have an 
under 2. 
 
Praise and Play, the Toddler Group run by St Mary’s at the church, meets 
fortnightly on a Wednesday.  In March we meet on 9th & 23rd. We are there 
from 9-10.30 but arrive when you can.  There is no fixed start time for you. 
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or 
know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200 
or  07891 318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com  
 
 

 
Speldhurst Association of Men (SAM) 

 
We have a busy schedule of events planned but please check before as things 
can change very quickly! 
 
15th March   Talk on stamps and coins by Graham Barker 
 
Contact: Brian Tasker 01892 862301 

mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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SPELDHURST CRICKET CLUB 

JUNIOR CRICKET SECTION 

 

The Village is fortunate to have a thriving Junior Cricket 
section which has been growing strongly over the last five 
years and now has over 110 registered young cricketers 
between the ages of 4 and 15. 
 

Why is Junior Cricket so popular in Speldhurst even after two summers affected 
by covid restrictions?  
 
 - We regard the hands-on involvement of parents as being vital in helping 

to create an effective coaching process. All the parents who chose to be 
closely involved in coaching are given full briefing by the Senior Coaches 
and we arrange ECB run courses for those parents who are interested. Over 
30 parents helped with coaching in the summer of 2021. 

 - We ensure all youngsters are kept busy throughout the coaching sessions, 
they can’t learn much standing around uninvolved. Having so many parents 
involved in coaching means we can deliver a ratio of coach/parent to young 
cricketer of 1:4 all the way up to and including Under 11 level. 

 - We never criticise a youngster for trying their hardest but not being 
immediately successful. Any form of education is reliant on the resilience of 
the student in continuing to give their best even when frequent set-backs 
occur. Learning from the set-backs is a key part of the learning process. You 
may have heard the expression - “Ever tried? Ever failed? Try again. Fail 
better.” 

 - We regard playing the game within the Spirit of Cricket as far more 
important than the result in any competitive environment. We constantly 
reinforce this approach in all coaching and match situations. 

 
BACKGROUND ON COACHING SESSIONS FOR ALL AGES 

 
Summer Coaching 
There are five separate summer season coaching groups, organised, mainly, by 
age: 
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- All Stars has youngsters up to Year 2 being coached on Saturday mornings 

from 8.30 for an hour. 

- Senior Soft Ball is predominantly Year 3 and involves intensive involvement of 

parents and young cricketers as they work together to build on the skills 

learnt in All Stars. This group also meets on Saturday mornings in two ses-

sions, one from 8.30 and the other from 10.00. 

- The Transition Group, mainly Year 4, involves a change of focus towards game

-based activities in preparation for the move to playing competitive League 

cricket in the Under 11s. This group meets at 8.30 on Saturdays. 

- The basis of the coaching programme for Under 11s is a mixture of one-to-one 

coaching and game-based activities. This group meets from 10.00 to 11.30 

on Saturdays and plays mid-week League matches 

- The Under 13s meet on a Friday evening from 18.00 and play League matches 

on Sunday mornings. 

The season starts in mid-April and carries on until the end of August. On a  
Sunday in the middle of the season we have a Family Day and on the first  
Sunday of September there is an end-of-season day of activities.  
 
WINTER COACHING 
In the Winter, starting in early January and ending at the end of March, the last 
four groups have coaching in the Sports Hall at Judd School on Sunday late 
afternoon/early evening. 
 
Francis Booth 
Head of Junior Cricket 
fdbyear4@outlook.com 07738474144 

mailto:fdbyear4@outlook.com
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Tristan Gurney and Friends Present  
‘A Postcard from Italy’ 

Saturday 19 March 2022, 7.30pm 
Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul 
Church Lane, Tonbridge, TN9 1DA 

 
Tristan Gurney (director/violin) presents a wonderful programme of Italian mas-
terpieces. Opening with the witty and light hearted Wolf Italian Serenade for 
string quartet, this is a programme brimming with the flavour of Italy. Boccheri-
ni’s light, spirited and ornate String Sextet follows before concluding with one 
of the chamber music greats, Tchaikovsky’s String Sextet in D minor, Op.70, 
‘Souvenir de Florence’. Following a 3 month stay in Florence composing his 
opera The Queen of Spades, Tchaikovsky returned home and wrote this master-
piece in a matter of weeks. A work of great power, intense passion and beauty, it 
is perhaps not surprising that the composer admitted “It is terrible how thrilled I 
am with my own work”. It has been thrilling audiences ever since! 
 
Tristan Gurney enjoys a wide-ranging career as a director, soloist, chamber and 
orchestral violinist. He established himself on the British chamber music scene 
as leader of the Edinburgh Quartet (2007-2016). During this time, Tristan col-
laborated with many well-known artists such as harpist Isabelle Moretti and 
flautist Juliette Bausor.  He also worked closely with composers such as Sir 
James MacMillan and Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. The Edinburgh Quartet re-
leased several CDs with Tristan, all to great acclaim. Their CD of Sir James 
MacMillan String Quartets was awarded a ‘Critics Choice’ and included in the 
list of best recordings of 2014 in Gramophone Magazine. 
 
Tristan currently holds the position of Principal Second of Royal Northern Sin-
fonia where, alongside the orchestral playing, he enjoys a role as director, solo-
ist and chamber player. Tristan also has a flourishing freelance career, regularly 
collaborating with chamber music colleagues and guesting as a principal player 
with orchestras such as the Royal Philharmonic and the Academy of St Martins 
in the Fields.  
 
Tristan studied the violin at the Royal Northern College of Music and then at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto. He plays on a Ferdinand Gagliano Vio-
lin. 
 
For more information, and to buy tickets, please go to www.tmc.org.uk or call 
01732 364204.  Tickets cost £20 or £5 for students and under-18s.  Those aged 
under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

http://www.tmc.org.uk
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Speldhurst Recreation Ground – Just Giving Campaign 

Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Just Giving campaign.  
We have reached 80% of the £5k target, thanks to all the contributions 
but particularly thanks to one very generous donation.  We would like to 
make the contributions an annual event;  it would make so much 
difference to keeping the rec in great shape for everyone.  The current 
campaign will keep running till May so please do contribute if you can - 
all the small donations really add up! 
Our A.G.M is coming up soon and we will put the date in the next 
magazine as we would love to see as many of you there as possible. 
 
The Recreation Ground Committee  
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We are hiring! 
 

CARETAKER REQUIRED 
 

Our wonderful Caretaker is retiring and we are looking for someone to join us 
at our thriving village hall. 
 
The position involves minor maintenance work. Heavier/major work will be car-
ried out by contractors and you will not be asked to carry out heavy lifting/
complicated electrical work etc.  
 
The hall needs to be kept in a good and safe condition both inside and outside 
and this will be the responsibility of the Caretaker in conjunction with our 
Maintenance Officer.  
 
This position would suit someone who is retired and likes DIY.  It is a paid posi-
tion and hours can be agreed. 
 
If you are interested in helping your local community in this way, please con-
tact Sam, Village Hall Administrator for a job specification. 
 
Sam Van Niekerk on 07894 903979 or speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com
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~ Allotment News ~ 

 
Worms to the rescue 
Did you read the article about a Nottingham-based initiative called ‘The Urban Worm 
Community Interest Company’ promoting an urban worm farming movement in the UK?  
The enterprise was granted 50,000 GBP from the national lottery to send out 1,000 
packs of composting worms to anyone who has a DIY worm farm. 
 
Why worm farming? 
According to the ‘Worm Farm Guru’, worm composting is great for the environment.  It 
reduces food waste and creates a perfect organic fertilizer for plants and soil.  Reducing 
waste is surely an interesting matter to us all and we have considered the positive out-
comes of composting before. 
 
However, in comparison to other methods of composting, worm farms are quite con-
venient whilst at the same time being low maintenance and very efficient at processing 
organic matter.   
 
Meanwhile, discarding food waste is bad for the environment – irrespective of the cost 
and pollution of transporting the food waste.  Methane and nitrous oxide (which are 13 
and 310 times stronger than carbon dioxide) are produced when food breaks down and 
are the worst greenhouse gases created in landfill. 
 
So worms can reduce the amount of greenhouse gas generated whilst they transform 
organic matter into worm castings - and they do this really quickly.  Composting worms 
can digest about half of their body weight on average of organic matter per day. 
 
According to ‘The Urban Worm’ the reality of climate changes, natural resource deple-
tion and mass urbanization present unprecedented threats to global food security and 
the survival of humanity.   Worm farming provides solutions to help us meet and ad-
dress these challenges, as individuals, communities, institutions and businesses. 
 
Also it is possible to have a worm farm in any environment – even small scale indoor, 
low tech and low cost systems. Yet despite worm poop, rotting food and bacterial decay, 
a well-maintained worm farm should have an earthy smell – not a bad one. 
 
I’m convinced.  I’ve already filled my compost bin that I bought last year.  I’m now going 
to convert a spare wheelie bin and join the vermiculture (great word) community.  Any-
one want to join in?  Let’s do that and compare notes. 
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Interesting facts about worms: 
- worms will become paralysed if exposed to light for too long 
- worms breath through their skin and have no lungs 
- the average lifespan of a worm is about 2 years 

Finally: 
1.  If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark 
     Oddy on 01892 862746. 
2.  If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters  
      gardening or horticultural, please send an email to  
      kytehouse@stepex.co.uk 
3.  If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it 
  to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.       
                                                                                                       Robert Kyte 

The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show is 

back on! 
The show will be held on Saturday 10th September from 

2.30pm.   
 
The next committee meeting is on Thursday 10th March, 8.15pm in the 
village hall.  If you are interested in joining the committee or would like to 
know a little more about the show, please do pop along.  New ideas & 
volunteers always welcome. 
Check out our Facebook page Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show 
or our website page http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34 

mailto:kytehouse@stepex.co.uk
http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34
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At last a bit of good news.  It’s been announced that a butterfly called the Cheq-
uered Skipper, declared extinct in 1977 has been reintroduced in Nottingham-
shire and is doing well.  It is a small fast flying butterfly in late May through 
June whose caterpillars feed on various grasses. 
 
Having been asked about trees that can be seen while walking around the vil-
lage here is Yew, classed as a conifer; each tree is either male or female.  We 
have some good trees in the churchyard and being evergreen they are easily 
seen at this time of year.  There are over 500 churchyards where the Yew trees 
are older than the buildings. They can live up to 3,000 years old, making them 
Britain longest lived trees.  Yew is good for hedges and very good for early 
nesting birds.  The timber is very strong and durable and is used to make Long-
bows.  When turned on a lathe the sapwood is white and the heartwood red-
dish brown.   
 
The leaves and seeds are very toxic to us and other mammals but the caterpil-
lars of the Satin Beauty moth can feed on Yew and it makes them toxic to any 
predators that eat them.  Birds of the thrush family eat the bright red berries, 
the seeds pass straight through the bird’s digestive tract and are not digested, 
which help the Yews to grow new trees well away from the parent. 
 
The toxins from the leaves are used in 
medicine to treat cancer, this is why 
we must protect all our living plants, 
so many have beneficial uses and I am 
sure we will find plenty more in time 
to come.     
 
Alan Ford 

 
Nature Watch 
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Speldhurst CEP School News 

As snowdrops and daffodils herald the start of spring, life at Speldhurst School 
is at last returning to some form of normality.  Joyful pupils greeted each other 
at this term’s first assembly, welcoming the end of the bubble system which 
had needed to be reintroduced at the beginning of the year because of rising 
cases of COVID.   

This photo shows excited pupils waving to their buddies as they gathered with 
children from outside their class bubbles for the first time in weeks. Speldhurst 
has a buddy system where older pupils support younger children as part of the 
School’s strong caring and community ethos. Following the uncertainty and 
mental health effects of the pandemic, an increased emphasis on pupil well-
being including interventions such as mindfulness, is also being rolled out 
across the School. 

Year 1 pupils in Jazz Class made the most of the 
renewed contact, inviting their Year 6 buddies to 
work on a piece of art with them.  With lots of glue 
and tissue paper, it was something which both 
groups enjoyed - the older pupils sharing their 
knowledge and skill with patience and understand-
ing! 
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Reception children in Pippin class have also been busy this term learning about 
dinosaurs including fashioning fossils out of salt dough.  But the highlight was 
most definitely ‘Dino dress up day’, complete with a dinosaur egg and spoon 
race, whilst Year 2 in Galaxy Gala class went on a scientific hunt to find the  
microhabitats in the School field.  From gigantic to mini-beast, Jurassic to  
present day, they investigated the different habitats with David Attenborough 
enthusiasm to discover what the environments on the School doorstep  
provided for the survival of the tiniest of earth’s creatures.  

Meanwhile in Crispin Class, Year 5 took a global view, learning about the  
biomes of the world. As well as understanding animal adaptations and  
discovering why certain flora and fauna flourish where they do, they were very 
creative: collaborating on a beautiful piece of art work depicting the boreal  
forest, whilst each made a 'biome in a box' which they proudly presented to the 
class.  

 

Elsewhere in the school Year 4 children in Empire (remember the classes are 
named after apples) created fact files based on a European country of their 
choice.  They chose different countries and presented their findings to the class 
with PowerPoints, models, posters and from the child who chose Germany - lots 
of cakes!  - Yum. 

Pupils have also been letting off energy in a variety of physical activities – from 
honing their hockey skills to urban dance.  Yes! rap music pounded out from the 
School Hall as the Year 6 pupils of Russet Class threw themselves whole-
heartedly into learning street and break-dancing, choreographing their newly 
acquired ‘moves’ in small groups for a final dance battle in front of the class. 
 
And so it seems Speldhurst School with all its mix of education and fun, physical 
and mental activities certainly seems to be returning to normal!  Hooray!  
SARA ANDREW, Communications Governor.   
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Local  Author publishes debut eBook 
 
Career coach and founder of Meaningful Recruitment, 
Katie Redfern, has published her debut eBook ‘Working 
Meaningfully – Your fast-track guide to a career that 
lights you up.’ The book aims to bring Katie’s expert ca-
reer coaching to a new audience, making her guidance 
more affordable and accessible than ever before. 
  
Well known for boosting clients’ confidence by providing 

them with the right tools and resources, Katie is sharing her top tips and career 
advice in an eBook format for just £9.99.  
 
The book is available to buy on Amazon Kindle now. 
 
The book is aimed towards those entering the new year seeking career clarity 
and a deeper meaning to their work life. The reader is guided along a journey of 
self-exploration through key information and exercises that Katie shares when 
she career coaches her clients.  Proven tips and advice for how to transform 
and adapt to a more meaningful work life are shared throughout the book so 
that each reader can work out what is meaningful to them and create the ac-
tion and momentum needed to propel their career in the right direction. 
   
Katie comments, “I've been an expert in my field of professional recruitment 
and career consultancy for over 20 years now and founded Meaningful Recruit-
ment 5 years ago in 2016.  Since then, I've supported thousands of one-to-one 
clients along a journey of transformation in their careers. During Covid-19 I real-
ised there was a massive need to help more people who were stuck in a rut.” 
  
Katie adds, “I share in the book that I'm dyslexic - this taught me from a very 
young age to persist, be resilient and think laterally. Dyslexia is my superpower 
now and, against all odds, I'm very proud to have written my first eBook. I hope 
this inspires others with Dyslexia or any other learning difficulty and reminds 
them that we can turn our challenges into our strengths.” 
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A Letter from St Mary’s 
March 2022 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I was doing some filing recently I came across a 
folder marked “When it’s all over…”,  in it are  
various notes and documents about great projects 
that have been put on hold because of the  
pandemic. As far as I can tell, the sky has not fallen 

in because we haven’t done those things, which makes me think that life is a bit 
more than the great things we do.  If there is a blessing to Covid, it is that we 
have learnt to re-evaluate our priorities. 
 
It’s always been the case that Christians are called to be faithful rather than 
busy, but we forget that from time to time and even fool ourselves into thinking 
that being successful is what life is all about.  One thing I am confident of is that 
when we meet God face to face he won’t be impressed with our achievements, 
but he will be interested in how much joy, laughter, practical care, empathy and 
love we brought to other people. 
 
Another important life lesson for all of us is to recognise that none of us are 
essential for the world to keep spinning.  This is good news since I will be taking 
three months out of the parish this year from May to July.  I shall be on sabbati-
cal, ten years since my last one.  I plan to do three things; walk the Camino from 
France to Santiago de Compostela, read “The Matter with Things” by Iain 
McGilchrist and visit several churches that are running more traditional congre-
gations in parallel with new forms of church community and mission.  I’ll let you 
know what I learn on my return. 
 
Douglas 
 
PS I can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892 862821 or at 
The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0PD 
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann   863931 

Allotments     Mark Oddy   862746 

Beavers     Jo Smith   518706 

Bowls Club     Debbie Moon  861317  

Bridge Club    Heather Hughes  863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott    862972 

Bumps and Babes   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200 

Chapel     Ricky Fawcett  863217   

Cricket Club    Nick Coffin    07867 803121 

    Junior Cricket section Francis Booth  07738474144 

Cubs      Karol Leeves  531104  

Flower Show    Alan Ford   863276 

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees   07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy   862746 

Library     Olive West   863234 

Mothers’ Union    Christine Baker  540793  

Mothers & Toddlers   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Nursery School        860557 

Parish Council: Chair   Dave Pate   278287 

                              Vice Chair Katrina Lyle   862070        

         Parish Clerk  Katie Neve   862927  

         Parish Councillors Paul Curry   07515 938765 

      Richard Ellery  864077 

      Kim Rajah   863852 

      Alan Rowe   863404  

Police Community Support Officer  miles.booth2@kent.police.uk 

Primary School    Stephanie Hayward 863044 

Rainbows     Lucy Wild   07910 304691  

Recreation Ground   Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group    Paul Eames   07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club    Glen Fuller   862213 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition  Maria Turner  863394 

Speldhurst News Editors   Abi Dawson  860616 

      Maria Turner  863394 

      Sara Turner   863226 

Speldhurst News Advertising  Eric Roughley  863222 

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk
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St Mary’s Church  Rector   Douglas Wren   862821 

                        Administrator   Andrea Burgess   861187 

Stoolball     Donna Burden  524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  863362 

Shop & Post Office     Jo-Anne Dekker  863158 

Village Fete: Chair   Mike Harrowing  0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Sam Van Niekerk   07894 903979 

Village Website    Miranda Hawkins  863601 

Walking Group    Brian Tasker   862301  

 
Buses     Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services 

 

George & Dragon PH:   Open midday till 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)  

     01892 338549 

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm 

 

Dispensary:    Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only) 

 

Library (village hall):  Monday 2-4.30pm.  

 

Shop:     Mon-Fri 7am-5pm; Sat 8-1; Sun 9-11 

Post Office:    Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-12; Sun Closed 

Opening hours & local info: 
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