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Dear Readers,

There is news in this edition of the fete (p10) and Birchwood House
Summer Carnival (pp12 & 13) in June , Messy Camp on September
3rd/4th (pé) and the Flower Show on 10th (p5). Things starting to
come back to life in the village, which is wonderful. As the summer
holidays end, we look forward to an autumn of events at the
school, the village hall and elsewhere.

And with that new era comes another. This is my last edition after
ten years as editor and fifteen years involvement in Speldhurst
News. It has been a wonderful experience - not least the sense of
involvement in this wonderful community. With some new
members on the committee - who may perhaps infroduce
themselves in these pages over the coming months - Speldhurst
News is in safe hands. Thank you - subscribers and contributors - for
your ongoing support.

| wish you all the best,

Abi Dawson
For the Speldhurst News Editors:
Abi Dawson, Maria Turner, Sara Turner

Please remember that copy for the October edition should be sent
before 10th September to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher
or pdf files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village,
church and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without
prejudice, therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or
tfreatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves
of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a
course of treatment. All arficles & inclusions should be sent as a word
document attachment. The editors reserve the right to amend submissions
where they feel it is appropriate.




Sat 3rd Penshurst Farmers Market p.11

Sat 3rd/ Messy Camp p.6
Sun 4th
Monday 5th  Bumps & Babes p.4
Full council meeting - LGVH p.15
Mondays Library p.4
Tuesday eves Walking Football p.7
Weds 7th Praise & Play p.4
Fridays Quirky Quilting Group p.8/9
Sat 10th Flower, Veg & Craft Show .5

Weds 21st Praise & Play p.4
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What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in September

The two groups for Under 5's in the village start up again in September
now that the Summer Holidays are over.

Bumps and Babes Fortnightly Coffee mornings for new and ex-
pectant Mums. are held in Speldhurst Chapel, opposite the shop, on
a Monday from 10.30am. If's a chance to meet up with other Mums
with babies. We'll meet this month on Mondays 5th and 19th Sep-
tember.

Praise and Play, St Mary's Toddler Group, for all under 5's and

their carers, meets fortnightly on a Wednesday morning from 2am in
St Mary's Church. We have free play time at the beginning so arrive
when you can, followed by stories and songs as well as an oppor-
tunity to ring the church bell which everyone enjoys before we tidy
up and enjoy our refreshments together. This month the group
meets on Wednesdays 7th & 21st September.

Just turn up for either group or message Jenny for more details on
07891318123 or jennyS0fitz@gmail.com
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Speldhurst Library
is open

Come and visit us at the Village Hall
on Monday afternoons
between 2pm and 5pm
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Bellringers

We would welcome a few more people to join the church bellringing
team. If you are interested, please contact Anthony Leeves on 01892
531104 or Emma Tamkin on 07759 476912. We ring on Sunday morn-
ings from 9.30 to 10 am and we practise on Tuesday evenings from 7.45
to around 9 or 9.15 pm, but your initial teaching will be arranged at a time
to suit you.

We would particularly welcome anyone who has previously rung church
bells either at Speldhurst or elsewhere.

Anthony Leeves

The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show
Saturday 10" September from 2.30pm

Whether you’re a gardening enthusiast, keen crafter, dab hand in the kitchen
or budding photographer there is something for everyone of all ages.

Check out our Facebook page Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show or
our website page http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34
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Audrey would like to thank everyone for the many greetings, cards and
gifts she received for her 100th birthday. She would particularly like to
thank the bell ringers for the wonderful touch of 100 changes of plain :
bob doubles and 100 changes of grandsire doubles, which we managed :
to record; and the choir for the delicious cake, which didn't last long!

Audrey had a memorable day, surrounded by family and visiting friends,
and was touched and delighted by everyone who made it so.

Speldhurst Walking Footballers

Men and women of all ages and abilities are welcome to join Speldhurst
walking footballers. It’s all about getting some gentle exer-

cise and having fun. So, whether you have ever played

football, or not, do come and join us.

;7 @
0 |
We meet at 7pm at the all-weather pitch on Speldhurst rec '

on Tuesday evenings. )’

Please call Brian Shilling if you would like any further infor-
mation: 07940 013135

Speldhurst Village Website

Our website includes a calendar of village events, a photo
gallery, some village history, a selection of local walks
and cycle routes, past editions of Speldhurst News and
more.

Why not take a look at: speldhurst.org?




Quirky Quilters

If you are interested in sewing, embroidery and quilting, ‘Quirky Quilt-

ers’ welcomes you! We are a friendly group who meet every Friday morning at
10am at Speldhurst Village Hall to share our sewing, embroidery and quilting
skills /knowledge as well as having a good chat, coffee and cake!

For me the group has been a sewing life-line. After my husband John’s death eight-
een months ago, my two daughters asked me to make a quilt from his shirts in his
memory (I am also using fabrics from my daughters’ childhood dresses so the quilt
becomes a family legacy).

At first, it seemed quite a daunting ‘ask’ particularly as although | am fairly good at
hand-sewing and embroidery, | had never used a sewing machine. Indeed, | was
quite wary and resistant to machine-sewing. Members of the group helped me
overcome my reservations, advising me on the right machine and helping me cope
with its idiosyncrasies. | am now up and running, making pieces for my quilt using
a technique called “foundation paper piecing’ after attending a workshop with the
wonderful Dar who organises ‘Quirky Quilters’.

Making a quilt is a long journey even with the use of a machine and having the
group’s support is really important. Before COVID changed all our lives, ‘Quirky
Quilters’ had a lot of members (indeed so

many that the group had to move to a larger

space in Speldhurst) but sadly numbers de-

clined through lockdown. To remain viable,

the group needs a few more to join the five or A\
six of us who still meet regularly (we contribute

a couple of pounds each to pay for the room at

the Village Hall).

You don’t have to be super-talented — there is
more than enough talent to go round in the
group already. But you need to enjoy sewing — Builting 9rour at

we do everything from quilting (as it says in the Speldhurst Village Hall
name) to embroidery and other sewing tech- every Friday at [0-1pm
niques like the Japanese ‘boro’ stitching and
there is an up-and-coming workshop to make a
small bag using a Korean method. Contact: darbreeze@hotmail. com

Come and Jjoin us



The group is about sharing our skills, getting
support from each other with projects. But
we would like members who are available and
happy to attend most weeks. Every Friday |
learn something new or go away with a valua-
ble tip. It is wonderful — So if you want to join
see the flyer below. Hope to see you there.

Sara Andrew
One of Dar’s quilts

BUCKWHEAT CHEESE PUFFS

Diespite itz name Buckwheat 1= not a wheat and 1= glurten free. It has a nice sweeat

nutty flavour.
Chwen:1go” C /375 F [ Gas MK s
Cooldng time: Approsimately 13 minutes
Makes about 40.
Inpredients
z2o0g buckwheat flour 1tsp dried garhic granules
wog mature Cheddar cheese - grated %5 sp salt
1 tsp baking powder Grind of pepper
1ts5p Cream of Tartar 150g butter — chilled and diced
1tsp smoked paprika 1egg
Method
L]

Line a large baking tray with baking paper.

Mix all the dry ingredients tegether, easier in a stand mixer. Then add the

butter and continue mixing.

*  Add the egg, still mixing, and the batter should come together into a large
ball.

* Take a small portion and roll it between your hands into a ball about the

size of a large cherry and lay it on the balu.ug tray. Do not squidge it down.

Do similar with the remainder of the batter. They will not spread out much

during baking.

Place balang tray in the fridge for about 30 minutes to chill.

Place the tray in the top half of oven and cook for about 13 minutes or so.

The balls will have slumped mte dome shapes and begun to crack and

brown although sall soft. Will firm up on cooling.

Freeze well.
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to everyone for
making the fete such a great success this year.

It was a joy to see so many villagers coming together, for the first time in
ages, for a day of happiness and fun. Even in the evening, the cold and
wet could not dampen the spirits, with thunder and lightning only raising
the night party to ‘legendary’ status!

Not only that but we raised long-needed funds to support the maintenance
and refreshment of the recreation ground, so that the village continues to
have a quality space for all.

As chair of the fete committee I've so enjoyed the many comments of grat-
itude this last month, but in truth I'm taking a lot of credit for a lot of other
people’s hard work and generosity, and | would like to pay tribute to them
now. First, the to the whole committee for putting together a fantastic day
and evening, also to the tea ladies for running a great Tea & Cake tent.
Special recognition needs to go to Martin and the G.O.M. for all their hard
work setting up the day before, and a special mention to Helga for chop-
ping so many kilograms of onions!

| do very much want to give praise to Lynsay Bischoff (previous chair of
the committee) who steered me right during this hand-over time. lItis
Lynsay that has guided the fete over the last decade to the wonderful
event it is today, and has been an absolute rock in putting the fete back
on.

Going forward we have an excellent team with tonnes of good ideas, and
we’re looking forward to seeing you all again next year.

Thanks for the support you give to the fete, and please know that | am al-

ways open to fresh ideas so feel free to get in touch.
Mike Harrowing, chair of the fete committee
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

Don't miss the Farmers’ Market this September
for all the finest locally produced food & drink

The nights are drawing in, schools are back and it's a busy
month at Penshurst Farmers Market with several regulars back
after a break and a new local egg producer joining us for the
firet time. With ‘around 30 stalls, we cover everything from meat
and game to fish and seafood, stone-ground flours to local
vegetables. There are hand-made chutneys and jams,
Groombridge honey, cakes, breads and bakes, award- winning
cheeses, local gin and sparkling wine and more.

Special treats include new season's grass-fed lamb from Hoopers
Farm, Kent plums in varieties for eating and cooking with,
and a very welcome return after a summer away by Edward of Nut
Farms with his glorious Kentish cobnut and local walnut products.

Get your knives and garden tools sharpened by Knife Ninja, buy
locally grown plants and flowers and enjoy a coffee at the
Porcupine Pantry.

Parking is plentiful, free and close by. Dogs and families welcomel
Find us on Facebook Find us on Twitter

WWW kfrma.ong. ukipenshurst
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All the fun of the fair at Birchwood House
with Carnival-themed summer event

Staff and residents celebrate in style in care home’s grounds

e

There was a full carnival atmosphere at Birchwood House care home
in late June as staff and residents spent the day celebrating in style
with their very own carnival-themed summer event.

Complete with fun and accessible fairground games, food and live
music, the stunning former manor house was again transformed with
brightly coloured decorations giving residents a chance to enjoy all the
fun of the fair.

The residents are at the heart of all planning for Birchwood House’s
events, one of which is held every season. The beautiful, landscaped
gardens were transformed with brightly coloured balloons, bunting and
decorations while staff embraced the day by dressing in traditional
carnival-themed outfits for a completely immersive experience.

Residents tried their hand at classic fairground games, made accessi-
ble for all, including hook-a-duck, high striker, hoopla and a coconut
shy and background music set the carnival scene which had the resi-
dents up and dancing.

12



Summer is the season for outdoor fun and so all who attended also
dined on a carnival-themed ‘banquet’ which included home-cooked
burgers, hot dogs and ice creams — all of which were prepared by the
care home’s in-house chef, Elia. The banquet table was dressed with
jars of sweets and of clown noses were on offer and allowed the resi-
dents to ‘clown around’. The home hired a popcorn, candy floss and
doughnut stand to really set the scene.

Each resident was handed a ‘ticket of admission’ before accessing the
carnival themed event and prizes on offer included 'fake’ goldfish in
bags, harking back to the old carnival days.

Birchwood House hosts a number of events annually and continued to
do so successfully throughout the pandemic, including a Mad Hatter’s
Tea Party and, most recent-
ly, a 1940s Tea Dance with
*| the theme completely cho-
sen by the residents.

Claire Tye, deputy manager
of Birchwood House, com-
g ments: “Here at Birchwood

! House, we’re always plan-
ning our events to ensure
the residents enjoy fun and
exciting seasonal activities
that allow them to stay active and socialise. We have some extremely
competitive residents and staff here, so we all enjoyed putting our
skills to the test during the fairground games! It was also a perfect ex-
cuse to get our dancing shoes on and dance the afternoon away.”

She added, “We love to celebrate our events here at Birchwood
House and are enormously proud to have again pulled out all the
stops for this year's summer carnival-themed event. It's lovely to see
the residents having such fun and being able to socialise again after
the pandemic - it was a thoroughly enjoyable day for the residents.
The carnival event may be finished but the memories will last forever.”

Georgia Christley
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Speldhurst
Parish Council

As life returns to busy normality after the summer break, here is a reminder
of how to report issues in Speldhurst. We hope you find it useful and remem-
ber, you can also find this information on our website,
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk. Do look and sign up for news alerts if
you haven’t already.

HOW TO REPORT A CRIME

To report a crime in Speldhurst parish, call
101 - this ensures you receive a crime num-
ber. Our local PCSO, Gemma Gilbert, will also
want to hear about it so let her know at Gem-
ma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk. Please note, Gem-
ma works part-time so copy TW Community
Safety Unit,
csu.tunbridge.wells@kent.police.uk in on your
email too. In an emergency call 999.

In addition you can visit Gemma and her col-
league Crime Prevention Officer Miles

Booth at their monthly drop-in clinics in the

parish (for forthcoming clinic dates, sign up
for news alerts on our website). .

HOW TO REPORT FLY-TIPPING This is a criminal offence, punishable by a fine
of up to £50,000 or 12-months imprisonment if convicted. It is also anti-
social, unsightly, harmful to wildlife...the list goes on. To report fly-tipping
(and everything else from abandoned vehicles to missed bins) visit tun-
bridgewells.gov.uk ‘Report It' page.

/ § =

HOW TO REPORT A ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT If you or anyone you know is
involved in a road traffic accident in Ashurst, Langton Green, Old
Groombridge or Speldhurst, please do tell us about it once you are able to

(contact details at the bottom of the page).

We appreciate there are many things you will need to do first, from calling
emergency services, road recovery and insurers, to receiving any necessary
medical care. But it is vital that we have up-to-date information about road

14



traffic accidents in Speldhurst Parish, so we can use the evidence when ap-
proaching Kent County Council Highways about implementing traffic calming
measures.

HOW TO REPORT A HIGHWAYS FAULT KCC Highways are the authority re-
sponsible for roads in our parish. To report a highways issue - including pot-
holes, drainage issues and overgrown verges - please visit the kent.gov.uk
‘report a problem on a road or pavement’ webpage. This is a quick and effi-

cient way for you to help keep our roads in working order.

PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK’S OFFICE If you do not have access to the in-
ternet and there is no one who can help you report your issue, or you would

like help reporting something that isn’t listed above.

AIR TRAFFIC UPDATE - GATWICK AIRPORT & NIGHT FLIGHTS Gatwick Airport
is involved in a country-wide review of airspace, looking at the airspace that
serves it and what it should look like for the future. As yet, there is nothing
for us (council or residents) to do, but once Gatwick has developed some
proposals, these will be subject to extensive public consultation. We will be
active on this, and we would also encourage residents to make their voices

heard if and where appropriate.

More immediately, the aviation industry is currently struggling with lack of
staff. Given the Government’s furlough scheme it is hard to see how the in-
dustry can have lost so many people that it cannot operate properly. The rel-
evance here is that the Secretary of State for Transport has suggested it may
be appropriate to waive night flight restrictions to help the airlines carry more
passengers. This is unacceptable. Please write to the secretary of state to
object to this potential indiscriminate intrusion on our night times and please
copy in our MP Greg Clark. We already suffer with night-time overflights, let’s
not allow this to become extensive and unrestricted.

PUBLIC MEETINGS Full Council Meeting 7.30pm, Monday 5t September,
Langton Green Village Hall, Palmer Room
We reserve the right to ask you to book a seat in advance.

HOW TO CONTACT THE COUNCIL OFFICE
Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
For helpful info, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk and sign up for
alerts, or follow ‘Speldhurst Parish Council’ on Facebook.
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News from TWB Clir Matthew Sankey

| can’t quite believe summer is almost over as | type this basking in the glori-
ous sunshine overlooking the Speldhurst Serengeti. Political stuff tends to
calm down over the summer, but not here, oh no....

Free Parking?

With a huge deficit to tackle, the Borough Partnership has had its work cut
out to make the necessary changes in order to balance the books. The Lib-
eral Democrat leader and then Finance Portfolio holder (he quit after we
tackled him) thought they had solved the problem by abolishing the free
parking in a number of car parks in the borough — Paddock Wood, Southbor-
ough & on Dunorlan Park.

| and my colleagues in the Alliance have challenged this - we do not think it's
right. Bit odd though, members of the administration questions its own deci-
sions. Well | did promise you all that | would look after your interests over
anything else.

With the cost of living crisis growing, | can think of nothing worse than having
to charge for parking where it was free. We need to allow business to thrive
not choke it.

This is an ongoing issue and there is of course a consultation: please pop to
the council’s website where you will find it on the home page.

Ward Work
I've been kept busy by many emails from residents; | thought | would make a
list so you can see what kind of things people ask me for help with:

Bins — lots of emails about bins

Yellow Lines.

Parking tickets, or lack of.

Dead Trees

Overgrown hedges

Ukrainian guests

Broadband issues, mainly failures

Planning questions, enforcement issues & objections
Roadworks

Parish Council problems (not Speldhurst, they are good as gold)
Lack of children’s menu at a local pub, this actual happened.
Bus services

The Cinema Site

Road & footpath repairs

Gatwick and planes

16



Work as Small Business Champion

I have been working with the head of Economic Development in this role to
start to build a better relationship between local businesses and the local
authority. Our brand-new webpage dedicated to the business services the
council offer is being built with contact details at its heart. No more hiding
behind unmanned email aliases!

Together with the cabinet members for the town centre and leisure we are
working with Local & Live to create a magical free music festival and secure
it for years to come.

Plus a brand new market for the Five Ways area is also being discussed,
we hope to launch this early next year.

Bus Services

You will all have heard about the KCC cuts that put our 230 school service
at risk. Thankfully the operator, AutoCar, and KCC have been able to come
to an agreement to continue it for the next school year. Discussions are
ongoing about its future so please do not let up telling the KCC councillors
your thoughts: james.mcinroy@kent.gov.uk

Thank you to everyone who has written to him and to me so far.

2024 - It’s all change

The other big thing that's causing havoc amongst the political class are the
new boundary changes. Currently there are 49 councillors in 20 wards.
Our ward is currently Speldhurst & Bidborough, named after the two parish
councils within it. The area also includes Langton Green and Ashurst.

The proposals being put forward by the Boundaries Commission are as fol-
lows: 39 councillors, 13 wards. Bidborough to join Southborough, Speld-
hurst merges with Rusthall.

Of course there is a consultation which can be found on the TWBC home
page.

This also means a huge all-out election in 2024 where residents will be
asked to vote for all 3 of their Councillors in one go. There’s going to be a
lot of door knocking. I've got my signs at the ready!

Your Borough Councillors

Contact Details Re-Election Date
o Mf.;ltlihaer\\ﬁ;ankey matthew.sanEZ\?Z)iSZgr?j;ewells.gov.uk May 2024
C”[ALITi;Yw:Z;”lS Iucy.wil|isgt9u5n8b?13d£;:ii||s.gov.uk May 2023
((:(lllgrtlsaerrr\)/ai‘il\ll:? ha rrv.a|IenOCZ)iiik?r?jglefells.gov.u|< May 2024
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BACK TO SCHOOL
ESSENTIALS

As August comes to a dlose, it's time to start thinking about retumning to
school We have all the back-to-school essentials you can think of pens,
pencils, rubbers, paper pads, revision cards, plastic wallets, clear pencil
cases and even the compact maths tin s=t!

Whilst youe here, you could take a lock at our magazine collection too.
Teen Breathe promotes mindfulness for a happier, healthier, more fulfilled
teenage life and covers subjects like sodial media, sport, and meditation.

113 S BB
WELLBEING - MINGFULNESS - CREATIVITY - £5CAPT I £ 14
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DON'T FORGET...
The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show is taking place on
Saturday 10 September at the village hall. You can pick up the booklet and

entry forms from the shop. Completed forms and fees can also be
delivered toustoo.

Why not have a go at baking some Speldhurst Slices with the kids or try
your hand at making a lemon drizzle cake? We have all the ingredients
you need for the recipe.

The shop and Post Office opening times can be found under the ‘Local
Info' section.
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Public Enemy Number 1

Gardeners have been combatting slugs for
many years. They seem to enjoy munching on GASTROPOD BOB
our prized and often most succulent plants —

seedlings, lettuces, hostas seem to be particu-

lar favourites. (pns.mam.v nsmw)
Loath them or like them, slugs are the kind of
garden pest that our beloved plants can’t allow
us to ignore. We have to be tough on slugs.
Tough on slime. Tough on the causes of slime.
There are some monster slugs roaming our
gardens these days and combating those — 100 GABBAGES
amongst all the others — can be a challenging REWE,&O
matter, But before any of that, here are some 2
slug facts (courtesy of Sarah Ford):

Speed: 0.007mph - There’s no running away. No wonder they hide
during the day!

Lifespan: 2-6 years. Maybe when we see some together they are hav
ing a birthday party?!

Population: An average garden can contain approx. 200 slugs. We are
surrounded!!

Reproduction: A slug can produce up to 36 eggs, several times a year. No
wonder there are so many slugs around.

Appetite: In a season, each slug can eat up to 0.8kg of plants. Wow.
That’s 160kg of plants by the 200 slugs in the average gar
den!!

Also it can eat double its own body weight in a day, greedy
creatures. No wonder some plants are decimated in no time
atall.

Teeth: A slug has 27,000 teeth. | see a new career looming as a
slug dentist — it would take all day to floss those.

Whilst there are over 5,000 species of slugs around the world, the John Innes

20



website specifies that there are approximately 40 species of slug currently
found in the UK, with only a small number of these considered as pest species.
It adds, it has been estimated that these pest species cause approximately £8
million in damage to agricultural crops each year. But apparently, there are only
four that cause damage to gardeners in temperate climates: garden slug, field
slug, keel slug, black slug.
| was going to describe them all. But it seemed to me that any slug infestation
would be an issue. So no matter what they slug is...we probably want to zap it
somehow.
It’s hard to consider that slugs have any positive purpose in life. But apparently,
they do as the following comment by Charles Dowding illustrates:
‘Except in extreme weather, slugs do not randomly eat any old (or young plant),
because their role is to recycle decaying and weak leaves.’
That may be so. But we still have to consider what to do about them. Slug pel-
lets are convenient. Apparently some 400 billion are sprinkled every year on
British gardens. But as they contain substances that are poisonous to slugs,
there are also hazards to other animals. Slug pellet-related deaths in cats and
dogs are reported by vets every year. Wildlife can be affected too — birds, frogs,
toads, hedgehogs, etc.
So what’s to be done for those of us who are being bullied by molluscs sliming
around our gardens and allotments munching through our precious plants —
especially if we are worried about using slug pellets.
Well...according to a very handy book by Sarah Ford, we can take a stand
against slugs with 50 alternative, organic, natural, chemical and humane solu-
tions to our slug problems which can help us to stop slugs in their slimy tracks.
But be prepared, as Ms Ford’s book recommends that we are ourselves with:
poker, sharp stick, vinegar, spade, catapult, salt, washing line, bucket, grape-
fruit, torch, bran, chop sticks, spray gun, beer, hoe, eggshells, hair clippings,
copper tape, chickens. The list is almost endless.

Rob Kyte

And finally:

1. If you are interested in acquiring an allotment, please contact Mark Oddy on
01892 862746.

2. If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening
or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

3. If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
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Nature Watch

It’s been a very good summer for those that like the heat - particularly moths
and butterflies.

Gatekeepers or Hedge Browns are a small butterfly with a bright orangey
brown colour and they have done very well. They are named after their pref-
erence for liking hedgerows and as we walk through gates we often see them.
As | am writing this | am hoping that the autumn butterflies such as Peacock,
Small Tortoiseshell, Brimstone, Comma and Red Admiral will be seen in good
numbers on Buddleia and other late flowering plants. We also may be lucky
and migrants such as Painted lady and Clouded Yellow might venture inland to
our gardens, fingers crossed.

| have been busy with the moth lure one night a week and on the hottest
night of the year | identified 82 different species of moths. There must have
been 200+ moths that night but that does not count the ones that fly out be-
fore and when | empty the box.

A surprise to dormice surveyors was that over 50 records of common
toads were found in surveys of Hazel dormice nest boxes (located 1.5m
above ground) and tree cavities usually used by bats. The highest record of
a toad up a tree was 3m. The surveys don’t regularly involve looking in tree
hollows much higher but there’s a chance that toads might be venturing
even further up.

Alan Ford

A black arches/nun
moth




A Letter from St Mary’s

September 2022

Dear Friends,

| do hope that you had a good summer. | had an excellent time on my sabbati-

cal and then enjoyed sunny August.

Between May and July, | did three things: | read The Matter with Things by lain

McGilchrist, which | was really pleased to have done since it is quite dense and

very long. | find his mix of very detailed scientific research in the field of psy-

chology and philosophy really stimulating. | visited three Christian communities
that were doing church differently; they were in Poole, rural Suffolk and Deal.

Finally, | walked one of the Camino routes to Santiago de Compostela in Spain

which went well; just a few small blisters, no problems finding accommodation

each night and 490 miles covered. | had a few days when it was 35C but | was
usually at my destination by lunchtime on those days, having started before
dawn. It took me thirty-one days walking plus one day in Leon and three in San-
tiago. It was different from my previous pilgrimage as | spent much more time
on my own, which gave me greater flexibility and more time to pray and reflect.

What did | learn?

e That people from around the world are genuinely curious about and open
to exploring life that is more than what we can see and touch —what |
call the spiritual.

e The importance of intuition, imagination and metaphor for a healthy life
and society.

e That God delights to share our life’s journey and hearing from us about it.

e That relationships trump organisation.

e That there are genuinely fresh ways of doing age-old church.

If you want to know more, get in touch.
Douglas

PS | can be contacted at douglas.wren12@gmail.com or on 01892 862821 or at
The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OPD
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September
2022

4th September

10 am Messy Communion at Speldhurst School followed by
Bring and Share BBQ

10 am Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

11th September
10 am Morning Worship

Friday 16th September
3 pm Wedding

Saturday 17th September
11.30 am Wedding
230 pm  Wedding

18th September

10 am Communion

10 am Online Worship available via
http://youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst

25th September
10 am Morning Worship

Baptisms

3rd July Seraphina Grace Hazel Tozzi
Clementine Florence Mary Tozzi

Weddings

16th July Oliver Cook and Lucy Scovell

30th July James Flemington and Louisa Johns

Funeral

22nd June Jancis Clare MacDonald
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The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm

See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page:
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/

: Churchyard Strimming

I

I

i Hi to all churchyard strimming enthusiasts, past, present and future. I

Here is my annual call for assistance. |

I As most of you already know, part of the churchyard grass is left uncut I

|during the year as a nature conservation area and the grass is only cut !
once in the autumn.

I Last year spreading the strimming work over a longer two week period |

| with smaller groups worked well, so the plan is to do the same again this

Iyear with two Fridax/Saturday sessions the first on 23 & 24™ September
and the second 30™ September & 1% October. I

I I will arrange for Anthony Hare’s trailer to be there for the second ses-

| sion for loading up. Previous weeks strimmings will be piled near the
Barden Road gate to load the following week.

IThe grass is very thick this year but at present it is dry and easier to cut

I when so I've had a go already and will be adding in another earlier strim-
ming date in nearer the time to get ahead of the game, if that suits some
of you.

I we have 2 church strimming machines and PPE but if you have any |

| useful additional tools of your own which you can bring ( strimmer, I

I

Irakes, shears, barrows, gloves, loppers, secateurs ) that would be use-
ful.

I Refreshments will be provided. I

I If you are able to help for a few hours, please confirm your availability by I
phone or e mail which will then help me to put a rota together.

Your efforts in past years have been very much appreciated and make a |
| big difference to our churchyard tidiness also helping to reduce mainte-
I nance costs, so | look forward to seeing you there for as much time as

you can offer.

I Many thanks,
IJohn Fitzsimmons for St Mary’s Church

25



Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scott 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Chapel Ricky Fawcett 863217
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair  Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Dave Pate 278287
Richard Ellery 864077
Kim Rajah 863852
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Glen Fuller 862213
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Abi Dawson 860616
Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222
St Mary’s Church Rector Douglas Wren 862821




Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Football
Walking Group

Andrea Burgess 861187
Donna Burden 524793

07810 048599

Nick Burgess 863362
Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Mike Harrowing

Sam Van Niekerk
Miranda Hawkins 863601
Brian Shilling
Brian Tasker 862301

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus #282 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Open midday fill 1Tpm daily (Sun 10pm)
01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-5pm.

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm:; Sat 8-12; Sun 8-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-12; Sun Closed
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To advertise: email e.roughley222@btinternet.com

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.0opm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Chris Arnold Builders

Over 30 years’ experience in carpentry,
design and build, planning drawings and
submissions.

All extensions, conversions and
carpentry requirements considered.

Telephone: 07774 730510

email: christhebuilder@outlook.com

BOXTREE DESIGNS ltd
GARDEN DESIGN
BESPOKE GATES & FENCES

www.boxtreedesigns.co.uk
T: 01892 862395/07917 247116
boxtreedesigns@btinternet.com

rsery 2 - 5 years

eldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
01892 860557
. www.kinderversity.co.uk
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Institute of

Y= Local Will Writing Service [lIIS our

Bl We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- cALLourLocaL speciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLAN NING

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your
teeth for life... RESERVED

+ Teeth whitening

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon

Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Projects
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

KENTLIFE 1

*WINNER*  'vooD

“ » | & DRINK
‘Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017’ ‘ AWARDS

Open every day

01892 861753

-

= MATHS
8Y TUTOR

Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Telephone: 01892 231974

dx
\ f U“ kelvinmpaterson@gmail.com
Erindale, High Street, Bidborough

Sz

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your local veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17", Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk
Find us on Facebook : Baketastic cakes
Eat me, 'm Baketastic!

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Utility
Warehouse

Get all your utilities from The Discount Club
Fair & ethical savings 100% renewable energy

Phone, broadband, mobile One clear bill
Free local service from Brian Quarterman
01892 863189 07875 477048
brian@brq.org.uk www.brq.org.uk

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~

Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection

Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Brunch Café

Breakfast Lunch
Cake Coffee

Langton Road TN3 OHL
Sam 01892 459460

www.brunch-cafe.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Rat, Mouse,
Mink & Squirrel Catcher

(no poisons used)
PETER KING
07432 813614
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

T,

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

Home Boarding Dog Walking
Dog washing

Fully Licensed and Insured

Call Adam Gurr on
Home: 01892 534790
Mobile: 07983 458706

Clinical Aromatherapy
Polly Clack

Holistic Aromatherapy Massage
Bespoke treatments and oil blends

Natural Facelift Massage
(The natural way to rejuvenate the skin)

Speldhurst
Email: Polly.clack@yahoo.co.uk
Telephone: 07788296119

5 OVEN LEGENDS

PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING

l

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

At
GARDEN SERVICES

For all your Gardening and
Landscaping
Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.
Reasonable rates

Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or
07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@yvirginmedia.com
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THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in
Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Insurance Companies

AT

AIRPORT (\ R SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

MINDFUL YOGA AND MEDITATION
Speldhurst

i

Tuesdays 8.00 - 9.30 pm
One-to-One Classes and Workshops

For further details:
email Mo at momcauley@vahoo.com
or text/ring 07801 816542

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441
charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

LOVEGROVE

FELLING - PRUNING « PLANTING

07710 947754

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ FULLY INSURED

mail@keith-lovegrove.com

"Thank you for doing a great job with
our trees. We are very pleased."

"Professional, friendly, hardworking.
Our hedges look superb."

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance
IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

&

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

SlickBooks

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898
Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

{&ST'C LEN BEALE
g Former Hotpoint Engineer
%) Repairs and Service to:
’1'/9 %

Washing Machines
Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers
Cookers

TUNBRIDGE WELLS (01892) 542646
MOBILE: 07850 794308
www.lenbeale.co.uk

Sarah
Clifford

complementary
theropist

</

Acupuncture | Ayurveda

Massage | Mind Detox
Healing | Derma Roller

SPELDHURST
Tel: 0794 126 7819
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o) BEN

PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD

Plumbing & heating

Boiler installations
Servicing
Bathroom installations

4

07947 669 494

www.bennix.co.uk

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC ~
PRIVATE TUITION BY

QUALIFIED TEACHER
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
. 11+ TUITION
@5 BIOLOGY GCSE
i B CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley

Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

oirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

...tailor-made holidays with inspiration included.
Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: claire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

atos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar
MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 B03121 - FAX 08452 805005
EMALL nck_coin@mothor-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk

= Your home may be ropossessad If you do not keap up repay on your mortgag
* Mother Gooms Lid = w spponted repressrtstve of Frat Complete Lad, whach s muthormmd and raguleted by the Frascsd Conduct Authorty.
-We o - The e N
We charge a fee nm”-&uuih-—m ““:h_ﬁ:ﬂ-r:w wsact wrourt we will charge

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




