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Welcome

Dear Readers,
Welcome back - | hope you have had a good summer.

We have an array of activities happening in our village with the Flower,
Vegetable and Craft Show on Saturday 9th September in the village hall. Good
luck to all the entrants! Make sure you have the Sunday 5th November in your
diaries for the Speldhurst School PTA’s magnificent yearly Fireworks and a date
for 2024 for the Village Fete - Saturday 15th June.

Praise & Play is now on every Wednesday morning from 9.00am to 10.30
(during term time), for those with pre-school toddlers (see p.4).

If you have any spare time over the 15th-16th September or 22nd-
23rd September how about volunteering to help with clearing the churchyard?
Your help would be very much appreciated (see p. 5).

Very best wishes

Sara
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the October 2023 edition should be sent before
10th September 2023 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf
files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice,
therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the
content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or tfreatment received from
the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before
accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of treatment. All articles &
inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment. The editors reserve
the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Mondays Library

Tuesdays Bowls Club Practice
Walking Football
Wednesdays Praise & Play
September
Mon 4th Sept Bumps & Babes
Full Council Meeting
Wed 6th Sept Praise & Play
Sat 9th Sept Speldhurst Flower Show
Wed 13th Sept Praise & Play
Mon 18th Sept Bumps & Babes
Wed 20th Sept Praise & Play
Wed 27th Sept Praise & Play

Future Dates

Sat/Sun 28th Speldhurst Art Show
& 29th Oct
Sun 5th Nov Speldhurst School PTA's

Fireworks and Bonfire event

Sat 16th Dec Speldhurst Community Choir
Concert

Sat 15th June 2024 Speldhurst Village Fete

p.4

p.4
p.17

p.4

p.4
p.4
p.4

p.4

p.15



News & Announcemenfs
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What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in September
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7 Praise and Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group, is going WEEKLY from 6' Septem—
<7 ber. We will be in church every Wednesday, during term time, from 9-

4/ 10.30am. You will no longer need to wonder whether we meet or not!

W

‘L_f WEe’ll have a craft, some time to play and a short story and song time as

‘L_f well as giving the little ones a chance to ring the church bell. So do tell eve-
o, ryone you know who may be interested. All are welcome. We look for-

ﬁjf ward to seeing you all again after the summer break.

‘L‘f Bumps and Babes, the group for Mums with babies up to 12 months, meets
47 fortnightly on Monday mornings in each other’s homes. After our break in
%/ August, we meet again on Monday 4" September.

‘L_f For more information about either of these groups, especially if you are
new to the village, contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891 318123 or at jen-
ny50fitz@gmail.com
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Walking Football Kicks Off for 2023

Speldhurst Walking footballers would welcome men and women of all ages
and abilities to join our group. It's all about getting some gentle exercise and
having fun. So, whether you have ever played football, or not, do come and
join us.

We will be meeting at 7pm at the all weather pitch on Speldhurst rec on
Tuesday evenings (weather permitting)

Please do contact Brian on 07940 013135 if you are interested in joining us
or if you would like any further information.
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Hallo to all Churchyard strimming enthusiasts, past,
present and future. Here is my annual call for assistance!.

# As most of you already know, part of the churchyard grass
¢ is left uncut during the year as a nature conservation area
nd the grass is only cut once in the Autumn.

== Last year, spreading the strimming work over a longer two

week period with smaller groups worked well. So the plan
is to do the same again this year with two Friday/Saturday sessions the first on
15th & 16th September and the second on 22nd & 23rd September.

| will arrange for Anthony Hare’s trailer to be there for the second session for
loading up. Previous weeks strimmings will be piled near the Barden Road gate
to load the following week.

The grass is very thick this year but at present it is dry and easier to cut so I've
already had a go and will be adding in another earlier strimming date nearer the
time to get ahead of the game, if that suits some of you.

We have 2 church strimming machines and PPE but if you have any useful
additional tools of your own which you can bring along (strimmer, rakes, shears,
barrows, gloves, loppers, secateurs) that would be useful.

Refreshments will be provided.

If you are able to help for a few hours, please confirm your availability by phone
or email which will then help me to put a rota together.

Your efforts in past years have been very much appreciated and make a big
difference to our churchyard tidiness whilst also helping to reduce maintenance
costs.

| very much look forward to hearing from you and seeing you for as much time
as you can spare.

John Fitsimmons for St Mary’s Church
jeimfitzsimmons@hotmail.com / 07814 412984
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Can you shop with us or spare some time to help ensure the
success (and continuation) of this invaluable village hub?

We have many opportunities available so if you've got a
few hours you can spare, we'd love to hear from you.
To volunteer, just pop in or email us
speldhurstcommunitysho ail.com

Or could you use the shop a little more, and help to secure
our shop for us all - now and in the future?

Come in and you'll find:

Fresh bread, milk, cheese, fruit, vegetables and meat
(all locally sourced wherever possible)

General provisions - Wines and beers - Cards and gifts
Newspapers and magazines - Dry cleaning and laundry
Freshly-made coffee and cakes

And don’t forget we also have our own Post Office counter
available for you 6 days a week.

ANY QUESTIONS? Pop in or a"
call us on 01892 863158
DHU
A RS
EST. s H o' P 201%




The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show
Saturday 9" September from 2.30pm
Speldhurst Village Hall

Whether you are a gardening enthusiast, keen crafter, dab hand in the
kitchen or budding photographer there is something for everyone of all
ages at the Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show.

Check out our Facebook page Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft
Show or our website page http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34

Alan Ford


http://speldhurst.org/contacts/34

Speldhurst — Tonbridge School Transport

Following the termination of the 288 bus service from Speldhurst to Tonbridge,
KCC have decided to make no effort to arrange an alternative. So, children at
Judd, Weald of Kent, Hillview, Hayesbrook, TGS and the other Tonbridge
schools have been left to make their own arrangements.

There are so many reasons for having a school bus; personal independence,
lower traffic rates, reduced pollution and allowing parents increased opportuni-
ties to work! Etc.etc.

So, a few of us are very keen to explore whether there is a community-based
solution to this problem — such as a minibus service. We would love to hear
from you if you have children affected or have some expertise/ideas to contrib-
ute.

This problem is going to grow as parents juggle getting their children who at-
tend schools in Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells to school on time. And we be-
lieve that the lack of available transport should not restrict the choice of schools
available.

Last year a school bus pass cost £450; a group of us pooling our funds may be
able to find an alternative.

Please get in touch:

Judith Malim 07966024860 judith.malim@gmail.com

Alex Pendaries 07779 322841 alexclack@mac.com
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE FETE 2023
A Thankyou ......

On behalf of the whole Fete Committee, | would like to say thank you to all the
wonderful people of Speldhurst turning up to make great Fete for all. Every-
body worked really hard to bring the joy to a beautiful sunny day (with just a
minor shower to cool us all down in the middle!)

It was a particular pleasure to see the return of the inflatables, and of ‘Fido at
the Fete’ (thankyou Fiona), as well as newer developments such as opening up
the Bowles Green, and ‘Pub-on-the-Rec’, replacing Nick’s Bar.

So many volunteers stepped up to do a stint on our regular games and attrac-
tions, with even more activities creatively provided by our young entrepre-
neurs (a big well done to them). Big thank yous to the Tea Ladies and their in-
credible homemade cakes, and to the varied vendors who set up shops and
stalls across the field. Special mention should also go to Helga for running the
Bric-a-brac (and also cutting all the BBQ onions the night before!).

Special thanks also to the host of generous local businesses providing prizes for
the Grand Draw, and to Matt Sankey filling the highly coveted ‘Wheelbarrow-of
-Wine'.

No Fete is without its’ technical difficulties, and this year all our card machines
failed us — We would have all been stuffed if it wasn’t for heroic Jo at the Vil-
lage Shop for keeping open extra-long so that people could take out cash, and
for Claire Fox for loaning her account for the day.

Speaking of all that behind-the-scenes stuff — Thank you too Martin and the
‘Grumpy Old Men’ for their labour setting up and packing down (quickest year
yet!), and to the other brilliant people that came Friday and Sunday to make
the day a great success.

Not just the day, but the wonderfully warm night was made all the better by
Kiran’s Curries, Moby dicks Fish and Chips and Pizza Cucina, 3 great bands and
a horde of Ukulele players (who did the best to try and break the stage with



their stomping!) - All the great music was down to the Dan Fee the electrics guy
and Soundman James Boyd.

Finally | want to pay tribute to the brilliant Fete Committee, consisting of many
new members, busy beavering away through the year to prepare for the week-
end: Tilly, Piers, Rachel, Andrew, Mark, Nick, Erika and Nick, Devi and Clare. And
the fantastic Suzy who almost singlehandedly puts on the best party of the year
in the evening entertainment!

Final figures are still be totalled up and we will publish our accounts of the funds
raised for the Rec and Village Hall in the Autumn.

See you all next year on Saturday 15" June 2024!

Mike Harrowing
Chair of the Fete Committee
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MEN ON WEDNESDAY [MOW]

Men on Wednesday [MOW] does what it says on the tin. We are an informal
group of blokes who get together each Wednesday in Speldhurst Chapel for

wide ranging discussions. We draw our membership mainly from Speldhurst,
Langton Green but anyone from the surrounding area is welcome.

Men of all ages and backgrounds come but because we meet in normal working
hours, we tend to attract those who are retired. Content of meetings vary from
an open forum where we all chip in, to the occasional guest speaker and
sometimes we even get cerebral and reflect on the latest Reith lectures.

Anyone interested in giving us a try can contact revjohnp@outlook.com

JPELDAGRST
VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall Needs You!

HANDYMAN / CARETAKER REQUIRED
Our wonderful Caretaker is retiring later this year and we are looking for someone to
join us at our thriving village hall.

The position involves minor maintenance work. Heavier/major work will be carried out
by contractors and you will not be asked to carry out heavy lifting/complicated

electrical work etc.

This position would suit someone who is retired and likes DIY. It is a paid position and
hours can be agreed.

If you are interested in helping your local community in this way, please contact Sam
for a chat.

Sam Van Niekerk on 07894 903979 or speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com

11
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NATURE WATCH

This month it is a plant which has centre
stage - Hogweed. It might not smell of
roses but it is loved by many insects and
beetles. The plant is one of the mem-
bers of the Carrot family. It is about
waist high with clusters of white flowers
which make a flat top [see photo] and
has hollow stems. Not to be confused
with Hemlock which is very poisonous.

The plant gets its name historically from when its leaves were collected from
fields and fed to pigs as they are nutritious and there are plenty of them
around. It has now been proved that this tradition helped pigs gain weight
fast. Itisn’t just livestock that Hogweed benefits. Hogweed supports a wide
variety of pollinators, and it also supports the insects that provide biological
pest control. Sometimes, it is the same insect species providing both! Some
insects, such as Hoverflies, provide different benefits at different points in their
life cycles. Adult Hoverflies are wonderful pollinators, and they lay their eggs
near aphids. Their larvae will then hatch out and start to eat the aphids,
providing pest control. Parasitic wasps
lay their eggs on other insects such as
caterpillars to feed their young so help
to control the damage to cabbages etc.
Soldier Beetles use the flowers to feed
and find their mate and with their or-
angey colour stand out and can be nu-
merous. It does not have bright colour
flowers, but it is the smell that insects
find irresistible. Once it has set seed a
small moth called a Parsnip moth will
lay eggs in them and the caterpillars eat the seeds and stick the seeds together
to make somewhere to hide from birds.

Alan Ford
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Back to School!

After along and not very hot summer it's back to
school time here at the shop!

We hawe everything you need for your last
minute pencil case essentials and maybe a bar of

chocolate for Mum?

lce Cream Freezer

We are ever hopeful of an Indian Summer so we
hawe a shiny new ice cream freezer full of all of
your favourite summer treats. We have donated
the old one to the Fete. Their freezer was all
feted out and decided to pack up thisyear, so the
old shop freezer has gone to 2 very worth new

home.
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Dairy Free alternatives

Did you know that we hawve a lovely range of
diary free alternatives for your morning cereal or
coffee? [fwe don't stock the one you love, let us
know!

We are always happy to hear from you if there is
something you would like us to stock in the shop.

Shop Committee - Treasurer

We are looking for a new treasurer to join us on
the management committee. If you have
experience of book keeping we would be
delighted to hear from wou. Please email

speldhurstcommunityshop@gmail.com
Duke of Edinburgh - volunteering

We hawve a2 well-established set up for DofE
volunteering at the shop. Please contact lo
Eames on the number below if you would like to
do your volunteer service with us.

Thank you to our new volunteers!

Howewer, we are always looking for more
volunteers no experience needed! Even if you
hawe an hour to help stock some shelves that
would be great. Please pop into the shop or call

lo Eames on 07896 932716 if you're interested.



o »
Jdeassy
F’m“ O

BORE IPLACE

We are really excited to be hosting a free Open Day at Bore Place on Saturday
7" October from 12-4.

On the day there will be a BBQ, drinks, homemade cakes, an opportunity to see
the calves, the chance to visit our new milking parlour experience and see the
cows being milked, children's activities, the chance to meet our producers
(Blackwoods cheese, Happy Belly fermented goods, our organic veg grower,
Metske), open gardens, as well as the opening of our new Farm Gate. The Farm
Gate will be selling produce from our producers and will be run by young
people attending projects at Bore Place, with all money made being fed back
into our educational programmes.

The open day is aimed at our local community and will be free to attend
(donations welcome).

More information and to preregister will be available at What’s On

(boreplace.org) .

Bore Place Road, Chiddingstone, Kent, TN8 7AR
Direct Dial 01732 755280

Reception 01732 463255

www.boreplace.org

Home of the Commonwork Trust (reg. charity 1160725 & company 09254227)
& Commonwork Organic Farms Ltd (reg. company 1977080)

14
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

J023 COMMUNITY CHOTR CONCERT

DATE: 16TH DECEMBER

Rehearsals: Every Friday starting 10th
November at 7:30pm in St Mary's

If you have a passion for singing, join us! No
experience required and no auditions.

Contact: Heather Hughes hhughes8dw@icloud.com




Speldhurst

Parish Council

NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH CONSULTATION - SPELDHURST CHAPEL PROJECT

At the time of writing, your responses to our consultation on the future of
Speldhurst Community Shop and Post Office are coming in thick and fast.
Thank you to all have taken the time to respond; thisis an important
decision that the whole parish community needs to be involved in making.

Parish councillors will use your responses as the basis for their discussion
at their meeting on Monday 4™ September. They will then vote on
whetherto proceedto the nextstage in applying for a Public Works Loan
Board (PWLB) loan to finance the purchase of Speldhurst Chapel.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT?
To find out more about what will happen if councillors vote to progressto

the nextstep of applying for a loan, please visit
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

-
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GATWICK AIRPORT'S APPLICATION TO CONVERT ITS EMERGENCY RUNWAY
Our Air Traffic Committee meton 20% July to discuss Gatwick Airport’s
application to the Planning Inspectorate to convertits emergency runway
into a full-use runway. By applying in this way, Gatwick have avoided a full
public consultation. If their application is successful, there willbe two
runways operating simultaneously at Gatwick with plansto service up to
74m passengers ayear.

There will be a window of time for interested parties to comment on the
application on the Planning Inspectorate website. The parish council will
submita response objecting to the application.

If you are concerned about the implications of anotherfull-use runway at
Gatwick, you can registerto commentat
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.sov.uk/projects/south-
east/gatwick-airport-northern-runway /#

DEREE ROBINSON —THANE YOU

On the subject of Air Traffic, we would like to say a big thankyou to Derek
Robinson, who has been a stalwart of the Air Traffic Committee forthe
last decade. He has contributed unstintingly to our effortsto block
Gatwick Airport's attempts at expansion, and now that he is stepping
down his sage advice and counselwill be much missed. Thank you, Derek,
for your efforts on behalf of our community!

PUBLIC MEETIN G5 — EVERYOMNE WELCOME
Full Council Meeting7.30pm, 4 September, Committee Room, Speldhurst
Village Hall.

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL

Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information about us, visit
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.zov.uk or follow us on Facebook as
‘Speldhurst Parish Council’
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'@' Speldhurst CEP School News '@

Welcome back — | hope you’ve had a good summer break despite the indiffer-
ent British weather. Over the holidays, you may have seen work at School to
build a new classroom with an office for the Special Needs Co-ordinator. This
is to give dedicated space for supporting children with special needs and other
pupils who need a bit of extra help.

Speldhurst has a strong commitment to ensuring that every pupil achieves
their full potential, and this new build will provide much-needed space for one
to one, special groups and other interventions.

Getting the project off the ground wasn’t easy however. Planners and building
regulations upped the requirements for almost everything from insulation to
screening to a ramp, pushing costs up by
50% before work even began. But our re-
sourceful caretaker Martin Steibelt and a
team of volunteers stepped in to save the
day, doing the groundwork which included
digging drainage and laying cables to bring
building costs down. Very many thanks to
Martin and his ‘Grumpies’ (as he calls them)
as well as parent helpers and his project .
management skills supported by another ‘Martin’, villager Martin Baker who
has a life-time’s experience of the building industry.

4 A big thank you also to the PTA and Parish Coun-
4 cil for their financial support — which also
extends to another building project — a kitchen
to replace the old servery at the back of the
School Hall. For years the meals have been
brought in by outside caterers, ready prepared
and cooked, to be dished out to hungry pupils
from the servery by the lovely dinner ladies.

*  There’s no question the meals are tasty and

' healthy (as a Governor, I've tried them) but it’s
now felt there is the need for a fully-functioning
kitchen. The work started in the May half-term

18



with the demolition of the old
servery and now new walls are
going up to replace the old
building with the kitchen which
will hopefully be finished by the
October half term.

As | have mentioned previous-
ly, healthy body, healthy mind
is very much part of the

: school’s ethos — and so Sports
day is always an important date in the calendar. The event was blessed
by possibly one of the last beautiful days of our disappointing summer, only
few days before the rain came on St Swithun’s day. | never believed the super-
stition that a downpour on the St Swithun’s day predicts 40 days of precipita-
tion -but this year it seems to be true! Fortunately, on Sports Day there was-
n’t a cloud in the sky and the children impressed all parents and staff, giving
their best efforts and supporting each other. There are four school
houses — and this year it was Hever who won. Many congratulations.

The sun also shone on Year 4 in Em-
pire class when they took a trip to
visit Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. As
you’ll see from the photos, the

children had great fun in the river,
discovering what creatures live there and
measuring the depth and width at various
points. They also went pond dipping, and
had a game of pooh sticks.
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On another school trip younger Year 1 pupils enjoyed a class visit to Kent Life to
experience what it was like for Victorian school children. They swapped their
exercise books and i-pads for slate and chalk and their lovely Miss Bird for a ter-
rifyingly strict teacher with a blackboard and more formal teaching rather than
today’s interactive whiteboard and a more child-centred as approach. They
were surprised to learn as part of
last term’s Victorian topic how
school life has changed since the
1800s when Queen Victoria was on
the throne.

Meanwhile back in the 21st century, Year 3 pupils in Bramley Class had lots of
fun with their botanical focus on art. The children made their own looms to ex-

periment with botanical weaving using a range of
plants and flowers to create their own natural master-
pieces. They were particularly inspired by the wonder-
ful sketches of botanical illustrator, Katie Scott,
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It is always sad at the end of the summer term to say goodbye to our Year 6
pupils in Russet Class as they move onto secondary education. Their final pro-
duction was certainly something to remember and lived up to its name — The
Greatest Show. About a travelling show at the dawn of moving pictures, the
production had baddies galore, lots of lively songs and even a scene which rec-
reated a silent movie.

The children worked incredibly hard over six weeks with co-directors Mr Howe
and Mrs Neighbour, learning lines, singing the songs, and putting wonderful
costumes together with special performances for parents, as well as KS1 and
KS2.

We will really miss you Year 6 — All the best and good luck for your future
Educational journey.

Sara Andrew
Communications Governor.
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SPELDHUR
VILLAGE HALL

FOR ENQUIRIES VISIT

Speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE QUIZ
NIGHT

Blackham Village Hall
Friday 22™ September 2023 - 7.00pm

Tickets £12 per person to include
A two course meal
Teams of 6

Tickets available
from Penny Hawes 01892 740574

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFE AND MARKET

(First Saturday of every month except January)

SATURDAY 2" September 2023 )

2, 10.00am -12.30pm et
== BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL
_ N 7
Lots of lovely produce for sale: homemade pasties, cakes, scones,

free range eggs, bread, bird food and lots lots more.
Also a café serving fresh made coffee/tea with a piece of homemade cake
or scone, come and meet yourfriends for a catch up.

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maintain the
hall for the enjoyment of and benefit of the community
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Speldhurst Village Website

11"“' ] 5 Our website includes a calendar of village events, a photo
gallery, some village history, a
and cycle routes, past editions of Speldhurst News and
more.

Why not take a look at: speldhurst.org?

a selection of local walks

Your Borough Councillors

Contact Details

Re-Election Date

Clir Matthew Sankey 07881674 310 May 2024
(Alliance) matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.uk ¥
Clir Paul Curry 07515 938 765
(Alliance) Paul.curry@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
Clir Harry Allen 07523 005 178
(Conservative) harry.allen@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

Don't miss the Farmers' Market this September
for all the finest locally produced food & drink

The nights are drawing In, schools are back and it's a busy
month at Penshurst Farmers Market with several regulars back
after a summer break. With up to 30 stalls, we cover
everything from meat and game to fish and seafood fresh from
Hastings, stone-ground flours to local vegetables. There are
hand-madechutneys and jams, Groombridge honey, cakes,
breads and bakes, award-winning cheeses, local craft gin,
sparkling wine and more.

Special treats this month include new season’s Kent plums
in varleties perfect for uuc?bmd cooking with and the
first of this year's fresh nuts. Buy locally-grown
plants and small trees for the garden from plantsman Andrew
toget into the garden before the winter arrives.

Parking is plentiful, free and close by. Dogs and families
welcome.

- Our next market will be on Saturday October 7th -
Find us on Facebook Find us on Instagram & Twiller

WWW.kfma.org.uk/penshurst
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If you want to live and thrive, let a spider run alive.

Ubiquitous is a word that perfectly fits spiders. There are plenty to be seen in our
borders and on our lawns as we potter about our gardens. And enough of them
are even in our homes. They are indeed everywhere and there are lots of them.
A study of an undisturbed grass field in Sussex found 5.5 million spiders per hec-
tare. That’s 550 per meter squared. Otherwise known as a lot of spids. Its hard to
imagine that number and | can’t say I've ever noticed that many in my garden or
on the allotment. I'd be bound to notice as the ground would literally be crawling
with them.

Spiders are one of the world’s most species-rich and widespread groups of pred-
ators. The first species of spider was scientifically described over 200 years ago in
1757. The World Spider Catalogue (WSC) - the organisation that officially lists
spiders - has announced it has recorded it’s 50,000th eight-legged arachnid. Yet
it is estimated that there could be another 50,000 spider species still waiting to
be found!

The orb - or garden - spider is the most common spider in our gardens. It spins a
web so fine that a band of it circulating the equator would weigh less than 0.25kg
(0.5lb).

Garden spiders are greyish-brown with a white cross on their back and spin their
famous spiral webs! They sit in the middle of the web waiting to feel the vibra-
tions of a struggling insect in the sticky threads of its web. They then rush out
and wrap their prey tightly in silk to stop them from moving — finishing the job
with a venomous bite!

This may sound scary — but they are completely harmless to humans!
A study by the University of Basel in Switzerland in 2017 found spiders have an
enormous ecological impact as natural enemies of insects. They calculated that

“the global spider population (with a weight of around 25 million tons) wipes out
an estimated 400-800 million tons of prey every year”.
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Whilst that’s a lot of prey, | can’t say | have seen a spider on my allotment giv-
ing attention to blackfly, whitefly, greenfly or any such nasty that sucks the life
out of our beans and brassicas.

One predator that that we seldom talk about are slow-worms — which are often
mistaken for snakes. In fact, slow-worms are a legless lizard and I've happily
seen a number recently on the allotments (I like them).

Slow-worms are mostly active during the day and are known to eat a variety of
prey items including insects, spiders, earthworms, and slugs. They are undoubt-
edly a valuable species on the allotments as they help to control pest popula-
tions.

Slow-worms are just one example of bio-diversity. It’s great to do all we can to
encourage biodiversity. But | feel a contradiction. The trouble with bio-diversity
is that as it encourages wild life, there is other wild life that likes to eat it.

So whilst I may be helping with a log pile, wild garden area and ‘soon to be’
pond made from a field trough, what I’'m thinking is.../If | manage to attract
frogs and toads to the pond, what chance is there that the badgers won't eat
them?’

But that is a conundrum for another day.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook
page where we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allot-
menteers & Gardeners and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/305824050847755. Hope to see you there.

And finally:

1. If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit to grow
your own food and save our planet, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892
862746.

2. If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening
or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk. Rob Kyte
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A Letter from St Mary’s

September 2023

Dear Friends,

Walking the dog may be good for the owner’s health (and

the dog’s as well) but it also allows one to meet other village residents and dis-
cuss matters of mutual interest. Recently one of the most common subjects
raised was the departure of Douglas Wren to pastures new in Cornwall and the
current interregnum or absence of a resident vicar in the parish. When | have
suggested that Douglas would not be replaced quickly and we might have to
wait many months, most people were very surprised.

A village without a vicar — how will we survive? It is funny how the
permanence of a vicar is almost a given thing in village life. Although we
currently have no resident vicar we still have a lovely spiritual home in the
church of St Mary’s, Speldhurst together with our sister churches St
Martin’s in Ashurst and St John’s in Groombridge. They are all lovely places
to worship and sit and contemplate life and faith. St Mary’s also has the
lovely Burne-Jones windows to add to our reflections. Perhaps if we are
feeling low or very uncertain about life at the present moment and need
spiritual reassurance we could go to our local church and sit and

pray not only for ourselves but also for those needing our love and care.
Personal prayer in the peace and quiet of the walls of the church can be
very helpful for those in need, whether it be prayers of a personal nature
or prayers for our nation and planet.

During this interregnum we do also have the opportunity to work together
as a community, caring for each other’s’ needs. This, together with the
power of quiet personal prayer, can be so beneficial to us all and for the
benefit of others. We just need to take time in our busy lives to clear our
minds and let our priorities come to the fore.

David Lamey
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September
2023

10 am

3rd September

All-Age Communion followed by Bring and Share lunch

10th September

10 am Moaorning Worship

10 am Online Worship available via
http:/fvoutube.comy/StMarysSpeldhurst

17th September

8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10 am Communion

24th September

10 am All-Age Harvest Thanksgiving
10 am Online Worship available via
http:/fvoutube.comy/StMarysSpeldhurst
6 pm Evensong
Wedding
259th July Thomas Paul and Eilish Daughtery
Funeral
16th June Edith Firth
Funeral and Burial in Churchyard
16th June Barbara Mary Hayden
Interment of Ashes
Ath July Enid Russell Di Castiglione
22nd July Stuart Hamilton Floyd

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm

See our website: www_speldhurstchurch org
St Mary's Facebook page:
facebook com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Football

St Mary's Church Rector

Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

Nick Burgess
Jo-Anne Dekker
Mike Harrowing
Sam Van Niekerk
Miranda Hawkins
Brian Shilling

861187

524793
07810 048599
863362
863158
0772 5561154
07894 903979
863601
07940 013135

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Open midday fill 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)

01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm:; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free
Assessment

independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

+ Dementia Care

¢ Post-Hospital Care

PREMIUM HOME CARE

We provide peace of mind to families by
empowering older adults to live

AMORA CAR

rsery 2

- 5 years

peldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
‘ 01892 860557
- www.kinderversity.co.uk
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service Is Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall | Clifford

Dental Practice _' complementary
therapist

Maintain your g e
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 wo DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

bk, -
' -5

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your local veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

MOVEMENT TO MUSIC
(seated or standing)
Tuesdays at 2.00pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676
Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available

www.reallyhouseproud.com Accepted by Health «
ég THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES FOR ADVERTISING

(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

WWww.airport-c ar-services.co.uk

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441
charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS




Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

B iBocie .

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: info@phoenica.co.uk
I'el: 01892 862248

W hoenica.co.uk e ASSOCIATE
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Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):):hll‘ ;::;M”d“'”“ _ lacquered. 20 years experience.
i’ nlhnmu:n installations ‘ 7St Margaret's Road,

" S East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 - http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC -
PRIVATE TUITION BY '
QUALIFIED TEACHER

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
" 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
L H. CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

oirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall

01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

tos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNERIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805086
EMALL nick_colin@mother-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be repossassed If you do Not Kesp up rePAYMENts ON your Mortgage.
* Mother Goom Lt in e mpprartn raprasertabn of Fret Cormplete L3, which is mhormed ard ragusted by the Frascs Conduct Authorty
*We - advice of L3 M of - . The e il -
charge & fes for monigege betwwen 0% and huﬁzm:w enact wrount charge

on the emount of resseech

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - Shadwell (Sara Turner)




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




