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Welcome

Dear Readers,

Who knows what the weather will be up to when you read this October
Edition, At the moment the heatwave is abating but in August | almost
put the heating on! Whatever weather you like, our favourite topic has
provided plenty of variety recently; it has been a challenge to growers
and gardeners but one the Speldhurst allotmenteers, cooks and artists
rose to brilliantly at the recent show; some families seemed to enter every
class!

This month our clocks fall back an hour and the early darker evenings
allow us to enjoy some spooky Halloween ftrick or treating and then, in
early November, the fabulous fireworks organised by the Speldhurst
school PTA.

If your thoughts are even further ahead there are details of a Christmas
Wine-tasting in Blackham and a reminder to join the Community Choir for
the Carol Concert in December.

The results of voting on the Speldhurst Chapel Project are in full on pl13
along with other important Parish news.

Very best wishes,

Judith
On behdlf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the October 2023 edition should be sent before
10th October 2023 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf
files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours o include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice,
therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the
content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from
the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before
accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of freatment. All articles &
inclusions should be sent as a word document atfachment. The editors reserve
the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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News & Announcements

What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in October

U

S\
S\

, Praise and Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group,

We will be in church every Wednesday, during term time, from 9-10.30am.

WEe’ll have a craft, some time to play and a short story and song time as

" well as giving the little ones a chance to ring the church bell. So do tell eve-

ryone you know who may be interested. All are welcome. We look for-
ward to seeing you all.

Bumps and Babes, the group for Mums with babies up to 12 months,

» Meets three times this month on Monday 2nd, 16th and 30th October. We

meet in each other's homes for coffee from 10.30.

For more information about either of these groups, especially if you are

" new to the village, contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891 318123 or at jen-

ny50fitz@gmail.com
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Speldhurst Art Exhibition 2023 POSTPONED

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we are postponing the Art Exhibition to
Spring 2024. Dates still to be confirmed. Watch this space!

Please contact Maria at mariamarianni63@gmail.com for further details.
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SPELDHURST CEP SCHOOL PTA ¢ 2

BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS
NIGHT IS BACK!

SUNDAY STH NOVEMBER
4:30 - 6:00PM

BUY YOUR TICKETS IN
ADVANCE AT SCHOOL,
AT SPELDHURST
COMMUNITY SHOP &
© GCROOMBRIDGE FARM
SHOP OR AT
TINYURL.COM/4WUUN

77% ES
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Saving lives at sea .... Lifeboat Charity Coffee Morning

Our annual Speldhurst village coffee morning in aid of RNLI will take
place in the village hall from 10.30am until noon on Saturday 13th Octo-
ber.

Please join us for free tea, coffee and biscuits and a chance to meet
friends and browse our stalls. These will include Lifeboat Christmas
cards, calendars and diaries, a tombola, books, cakes, Lifeboat themed
gifts and a wide range of high-quality bric-a-brac and toys.

It will also be an opportunity to discover more about our work and to
ask any questions that you may have

We are always pleased to welcome lots of village residents and friends
to this annual event and hope that you will be able to join us this year.
All money raised will go directly to support the work of our lifeboats
and hovercraft and our beach lifeguards as they continue their great
work of saving lives at sea.

Speldhurst — Tonbridge School Transport Update

Another bus route is cut!

This time it is the Hams Travel No.1 which serves Groombridge-Langton-
Rusthall-Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge. The service is being withdrawn as at
the end of September which will put further pressure on remaining services,
unless another company steps forward to pick up the route.

As yet we have not been able to find a community solution for school transport,
there are various car sharing arrangements in place. New families continue to
move to Speldhurst who need these services so we will continue to lobby for
reinstatement of buses with the help of Clir. Matthew Sankey but as busses are
a de-regulated service and KCC have no obligation to provide transport it looks
as if it will be up to parents to make their own arrangements for the foreseeable
future. If you are looking for car shares we suggest posting on the Speldhurst
Community Facebook page.

Judith Malim & Alex Pendaries




Can you shop with us or spare some time to help ensure the
success (and continuation) of this invaluable village hub?

We have many opportunities available so if you've got a
few hours you can spare, we’d love to hear from you.
To volunteer, just pop in or email us
speldhurstcommunitysho ail.com

Or could you use the shop a little more, and help to secure
our shop for us all - now and in the future?

Come in and you'll find:

Fresh bread, milk, cheese, fruit, vegetables and meat
(all locally sourced wherever possible)

General provisions - Wines and beers - Cards and gifts
Newspapers and magazines - Dry cleaning and laundry
Freshly-made coffee and cakes

And don’t forget we also have our own Post Office counter
available for you 6 days a week.

ANY QUESTIONS? Pop in or 6’,
call us on 01892 863158
P eLPHURg,,

®SHOP ..°




€ ” fqa =4 Penshurst
" |7 = Choral Society
T l\ iwith The Clarius Trio

——% iEnglish

‘ Church
:Anthems

~ "\

, “ Joe Tobin Conductor
: o Thomas Coxhead Organ & Conductor

i Elizabeth & Thomas Coxhead My eyes for beauty pine
' Howells Like as the Hart
@ Ireland Greater love
‘ ! Lewis The souls of the righteous
= == Tallis If ye love me
459 ‘ Wesley Blessed be the God and Father
‘ ' Wood O thou, the central orb

’ﬁI Saturday 28th October

concert starts at 4pm
. ! St John the Baptist Church
‘ -l Penshurst

ﬁ"./ a5er] Adults £15  Under 16s £5
U E p’i‘a% Tickets online at
Ibﬁ‘ bi¢zxed penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk
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Wine Tasting

g
FRIDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2023 /éh \\

s
7.30PM \
. N3
w 1 LOCAL WINE EXPERT
g//k ALL EASILY SOURCED WINES FOR YOU
— TOENJOY AT CHRISTMAS WITH FAMILY |
AND FRIENDS. 3

A FUN EVENING YOU WILL NOT WANT TO
MISS

Tickets £20 per person
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CALL
PENNY ON 01892 740574
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MEN ON WEDNESDAY [MOW]

Men on Wednesday [MOW] does what it says on the tin. We are an informal
group of blokes who get together each Wednesday in Speldhurst Chapel for

wide ranging discussions. We draw our membership mainly from Speldhurst,
Langton Green but anyone from the surrounding area is welcome.

Men of all ages and backgrounds come but because we meet in normal working
hours, we tend to attract those who are retired. Content of meetings vary from
an open forum where we all chip in, to the occasional guest speaker and
sometimes we even get cerebral and reflect on the latest Reith lectures.

Anyone interested in giving us a try can contact revjohnp@outlook.com

JPELDASR/T
VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall Nlecds You!

HANDYMAN / CARETAKER REQUIRED
Our wonderful Caretaker is retiring later this year and we are looking for someone to
join us at our thriving village hall.

The position involves minor maintenance work. Heavier/major work will be carried out
by contractors and you will not be asked to carry out heavy lifting/complicated

electrical work etc.

This position would suit someone who is retired and likes DIY. It is a paid position and
hours can be agreed.

If you are interested in helping your local community in this way, please contact Sam
for a chat.

Sam Van Niekerk on 07894 903979 or speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com

10


mailto:speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com

ST. MARY'S CHURCH

J023 COMMUNITY CHOTR CONCERT

DATE: 16TH DECEMBER

Rehearsals: Every Friday starting 10th
November at 7:30pm in St Mary's

If you have a passion for singing, join us! No
experience required and no auditions.

Contact: Heather Hughes hhughes8dw@icloud.com




We see both Fallow and Roe deer around the village. The Fallow are usually
seen in small groups but can be found in the fields with herds over 30+. Roe
on the other hand are usually in pairs or on their own. In October it is when
Fallow deer are in the rutting season which is spectacular on estates like
Knole Park and well worth a visit. Roe deer are about the size of a large dog
the Bucks [males] have short antlers with 2 or 3 points. Fallow deer are much
larger and the antlers are broad with a number of points. As you mostly see
deer running away they can be told apart by the back ends. Roe have one
which looks like a white powder puff tail whereas the Fallow has a flat white
tail with a black strip down the middle.

In October the ivy comes into its own. The last wild flowering plant of the
year for a number of species including those that hibernate through the
winter. The last butterflies that over winter as adults are found on ivy with a
number of moths and a species of bee called the Ivy Bee whose emergence is
timed to coincide with this abundance of food. There are also large numbers
of wasps and hover-flies if you stand and watch a patch of ivy flowers in the
sun.

I found a caterpillar of the Toadflax Brocade moth on the Purple Toadflax by
the Chapel fence opposite the shop, a moth species that is on the up.
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SPELDHURST CHAPEL PROJECT CONSULTATION
UDATE

Parish councillors voted to proceed with an application for a
Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) loan at a Full Council
meeting on Monday 4™ September. This was after receiving
a strong mandate from our recent whole parish consultation,
with a total of 623 households responding to the consulta-
tion, representing 32% of households across the parish.

Speldhurst
Parish Council

The results for each of the 3 questions were as follows:
Q1. Do you think Speldhurst Parish Council should be taking steps to protect
local assets such as the Speldhurst Community Shop?
. 89% said YES

Q2. Are you in favour of the parish council proceeding with this project?
. 85% said YES

Q3. Are you in favour of the parish council proceeding with this project
knowing it will include a council tax increase of £12.49/yr for a Band D property,
for the purpose of loan repayments?

) 82% said YES.

A breakdown of answers to each question by village has been published on the
parish council website and can be accessed at
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk on the ‘Speldhurst Chapel Project’ page.

While the parish council will now proceed with an application for a PWLB loan,
there are several steps to be completed and specific conditions to be met before
we will draw down the loan, sub]ect to it being approved, to purchase the chapel
site. If unforeseen problems arise or conditions are not met — in partlcular if the
community share offer fundraise by the Chapel Project team does not raise suffi-
cient funds to meet their obligations — the parish council will not draw down the
loan. The parish council only becomes liable for the loan when it is drawn down
and not when it is approved.

Further updates will be provided as the project progresses. Please contact Katie
Neve, Clerk, if you have any questions. You can email her at
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk or call the parish council office on
01892 862927.
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i NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Spehihars

itk
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JUBILEE AWARD SPELDHURST PRIMARY SCHOOL
Every year we present a lubilee award for
‘Olympic Spirit” to a pupil who has achieved
something  remarkable, perhaps through
contributing to their community, raising money
for charity, or overcoming a challenge in their
life. For Clir Paul Curry this is one of the ‘best
bits" about being Parish Council Chair, and at the
end of last term he attended a special assembly
to present this year's award to Kitty Thorne. This
! is what Head Teacher Mrs Hayward said about

Kitty:

“Kitty is a River Guardian for Southeast Rivers Trust for her local river, The
Grom in Friezeland Woods. She collects all the litter in the river and has to
report whether there are any issues. Kitty also does litter picking around
Ramslye when she is out walking her dog, Maple. Kitty has created two
wildlife ponds and countless bug hotels and bird feeders"”

Thank you so much, Kitty, for helping to improve your local community —
the world needs more of youl

RESLULTS OF THE SPELDHURST CHAPEL PROJECT PARISH CONSULTATION

Cur consultation on the future of Speldhurst’s community shop and post
office ended on 30™ August. It was encouraging to receive responses from
many residents. Read more about the outcome elsewhers in this
magazine.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS — LANGTOMN GREEN VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

By the time you read this (fingers crossed!) Kent County Council {KCC) will
have installed two Tkw electric vehicle chargers in the car park at Langton
Green Village Hall. This is part of a trial which they are funding on parish
council owned land throughout Kent. KCC have paid for the installation
and maintenance, and will take payment from users via a payment app.
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The charging bays will be clearly signposted. We will monitor usags to see
how much uptake there is. For more details, please contact the council
office.

BACK UP TO FULL CAPACITY

With the co-option of Langton Green resident
Caroline Davies, we are back up to our full
capacity of 13 Parish Coundillors once again.
Caroline has worked in the Housing sector for
over 15 years, both for private and public
organisations. Her current role at a national
housing association includes managing Property Compliance and Building
Safety matters for a large property portfolic. She is also a Board Member
of a Housing Association that provides affordable housing for women
gescaping domestic abuse, survivors of trafficking and women leaving
prison.

We feel most fortunate to be able to benefit from Caroline’s experience,
which is particularly relevant to some of our current projects.

GATWICK AIRPORT'S APPLICATION TO CONVERT ITS EMERGEMNCY RUNWAY
Gatwick Airport have applied to the Planning Inspectorate to convert their
stand-by runway into a full-use runway. By applving in this way, they have
avoided a full public consultation. If successful, two runways will operate
simultaneously with plans to serve up to 74m passengers yearly.

We are now preparing to comment in opposition to this application via the
Planning Inspectorate website. The deadline for comments is 297 October,
50 if you are concerned about another full-use runway at Gatwick, please
visit https:/finfrastructure. planninginspectorate. gov.uk/projects /south-
east/gatwick-airport-northern-runway/# to give your feedback.

PUBLIC MEETINGS — ALL WELCOME
Full Council, 7.30pm, 2nd October, Ashurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 B62927/07760 769513 or email

clerki@speldhurstparishcoundil_gov uk

For helpful information, visit www. speldhurstparishcoundil.gov.uk or
follow us on Facebook as “Speldhurst Parish Coundl’
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@I Speldhurst CEP School News l@

The start of a new academic year last month saw new beginnings at Speld-
hurst School. Our 30 reception children, who began their educational journey
at the beginning of term with a ‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic’ in beautiful sunny weath-
er, have now settled into the routine of school in Pippin Class.

Children were encouraged to bring their teddies to the picnic. One little boy
Oliver Martin dressed his very favourite teddy in a shirt which he’d made with
his lovely Gran from her own up-cycled striped T shirt, whilst his other favour-
ite — Pooh that bear of ‘ very little brain” — had his own school uniform. Courte-
sy of Grannie’s knitting skills of course.

Meanwhile the SEN accommodation ‘the Cabin’ which was being built over
the summer holidays, is now complete. It is now furnished and in regular use
for the screening and support of those with special educational needs (SEN) as
well as for interventions for those who need a bit of extra help in particular
subjects. It is also the base for Michelle Heap, who has just joined the staff as
maternity cover for Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) Laura
Stanyer-Fisher. Congratulations Laura and her family on the birth of her son,
Milo Stanyer-Fisher, who arrived promptly on Tuesday 5 th September.
Other new staff include Teaching Assistants (TAs) Lynnette Voisey in Pippin
Class and Georgina Kelly providing 1-1 support, Nicole Pollen teaching those
with dyslexia, and a new School secretary Amy Lucas.
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As well as the equivalent of seven fulltime TAs in class and a SEN TA who pro-
vides the intervention programmes, Speldhurst has a Pastoral Care Lead, a
Family Liaison Officer and a School Counsellor to cater to the needs of every
child.

And healthy eating is all part of a holistic educational approach. By half term
this October, we also expect to have the new kitchen up and running thanks
to the fantastic progress made by ‘Chris Browne Builders ‘over the holidays.
The new kitchen will mean that meals for pupils and staff will be freshly
cooked on site and our caterers ‘Independent’ are currently recruiting a chef
and kitchen staff to start as soon as the work is completed.

And as a Governor | am looking forward to an invitation to sample the new
menus once the kitchen is fully operational. In the meantime, | found a quote
from Winnie the Pooh that ‘food is fuel” although he did of course like a lot of
‘hunny’!

Sara Andrew

Communications Governor
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SPELDHUR
VILLAGE HALL

FOR ENQUIRIES VISIT

Speldhurstvillagehall.co.uk
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Don’t miss the Farmers’ Market this October
for all the finest locally produced food & drink

Saturday
7th October |

Vo

2023

9.30 am
to

12.00 pm

Penshurst
Place Visitor
Car Park

The leaves are turning, the summer is over and it's time to enjoy
the delights of autumn at the market. Cooler days send us
back into the kitchen and where betier to buy the best quality
ingredients than in the glorious surroundings at Penshurst?

Fruit and vegetables are sweet and tasty from summer sunshine
so look out for apples, plums, onions and beetroot all full of
flavour. Pair with new season’s game, grass-fed beef or lamb, or
maybe a fine line-caught sea bass. Seafood is alzo excellent now

as the seas start to get colder 2o buy mussels and oysters to enjoy

at their best. Don’t miss wonderful home-made seasonal jams and

chutneys, breads, cakes, Kentizh cobnuts, cheeses and more from
our 25 plus stalls.

We've a new local flower grower who uses only seasonal home-

grown blooms in her arrangements plus you buy locally grown
plants and flowers too as Lowwood Nursery are back this month.
And you can enjoy a coffee and snack at the Porcupine Pantry.

Parking is plentiful, free and close by. Dogs and families welcome!

Find us on Facebook Find us on Twitter and Instagram

WWW. kfma.org.uk/penshurst

19




BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFE AND MARKET

(first Saturday of every month except Jannary)

SATURDAY ™" October 2023
10.00am —12.30pw
BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL

Lots of lovely produce for sale: homemade
pasties, cakes, scoves,
free ravnge eags, bread, bird food and lots lots

more.
Also a café serving fresh made coffee/+ea
with a piece of homemade cake or scone, come

and meet our friends for a catch up.

>

&

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote
and maintain 1he hall for the enjoyment of and benefit of the community

Photos from the Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show 2023
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~ Allotment &

Gardening News ~

Why Pumpkins Carved at Halloween?

Carving pumpkins is a Halloween tradition that originated hundreds of years
ago in Ireland. Back then, however, the carvings were made out of turnips or
potatoes. It wasn’t until Irish immigrants arrived in America and discovered the
pumpkin that a new Halloween ritual was born.

Halloween is originally based on the Celtic festival Samhain ‘summer’s end’, a
celebration in ancient Britain and Ireland that marked the end of summer and
the beginning of the new year on November 1. In the 8th century, the Roman
Catholic Church moved All Saints’ Day, (a day celebrating the church’s
saints), to November 1. This meant that All Hallows’ Eve (or Halloween) fell
on October 31.

So that’s how we got to the pumpkin’s association with Halloween.

But what about pumpkins? The word “pumpkin” originates from “peopon,”
which means “large melon” in Greek. It then evolved to “pompon” in French
and “pumpion” in Britain. The Americans later changed it to “pumpkin,” the
name we still use today.

Pumpkins are a member of the gourd family, which includes cucumbers, hon-
eydew melons, cantaloupe, watermelons and zucchini. Scientists believe that
pumpkins originated in North America about 9,000 years ago. The oldest
pumpkin seeds have been found in Mexico and date back to somewhere be-
tween 7,000-5,550 B.C.

Indigenous North Americans have grown pumpkins for thousands of years—
even before the cultivation of beans and corn.

The most classic kind of pumpkin is the Connecticut Field pumpkin, named
after the state where it was cultivated, and it is not far off from a kind of squash
grown by Native Americans long before Europeans arrived in the Americas.
With its uniform shape, the Connecticut Field pumpkin is ideal for pumpkin
carving and decoration.

Pumpkin cultivation has spread throughout the whole world, and they are
grown on every continent except Antarctica. In 2012, the biggest producers of
squash were China and India, which put out a combined 10.5 million metric
tons of the fruit. The United States is the only country in the top five where
squash is native, and it puts out a measly 778,000 tons.
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~ Allotment &

Gardening News ~

Here are some other things that may not be known about pumpkins.

1. Interestingly, pumpkins are 92 percent water. Naturally low in energy density,
pumpkins are an excellent source of potassium, vitamin A and beta-carotene, the
powerful antioxidant that gives orange vegetables and fruits their colour.

2. The heaviest pumpkin was grown in Belgium in 2016 and weighed a whop-
ping 21,190kg - almost the weight of a small car!. The heaviest pumpkin in the
U.S. was grown in New Hampshire in 2018 and weighed 1,146kg. The largest
pumpkin pie ever baked was in Ohio in 2010. It weighed 1,678kg and was over
20 feet in diameter.

3. Pumpkin seeds should be planted between the last week of May and the mid-
dle of June. They take between 90 and 120 days to grow and are picked in Octo-
ber when they are bright orange in colour. Their seeds can be saved to grow new
pumpkins the next year.

4. The average pumpkin has 500 seeds. They are perfect for roasting with olive
oil, and enjoying as a snack.

Due to the ever-growing demand for the winter squash, UK farmers are produc-
ing more and more each year. In fact, Britain is home to Europe’s largest pump-
kin grower, in Lincolnshire, producing a whopping 2 million pumpkins per year.
But come the end of October, demand drops dramatically — so is it worth it for
the farmer.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook
page where we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allot-
menteers & Gardeners and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/305824050847755. Hope to see you there.

And finally:

If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit grow your
own food and save our planet, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892
862746.

If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening
or horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
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A Letter from St Mary’s
October 2023

Dear Friends,

| hope you all had a good Summer holiday. We certainly did
at St. Mary’s. Instead of expecting people to come to join us
in the church building, we took our main Sunday worship out

into the community and held services on the rec, the allotments, in the school
and in various gardens throughout the village. There were one or two damp
moments but generally the weather was fine and a good time was had by all. It
was a reminder that the church was never meant to be an institution confined
to a building on Sunday, but a movement of people involved in their local com-
munity and sharing the good news of Jesus throughout the week.

This is why that at the heart of St. Mary’s we have a network of around a dozen
HOME GROUPS. These are small groups of roughly eight to ten people who
meet on a weekly basis to build lasting friendships and help one another grow
in faith, especially through bible study. Groups meet for a couple of hours in
the evening or during the day in people’s homes around the village. By joining a
Home Group people are welcomed into a close circle of friends where burdens
can be shared and joys celebrated. In addition to bible study and prayer, groups
meet socially and sometimes come together to organise a church or wider com-
munity event. Home Groups are of central importance: they enable the St.
Mary’s family to grow and reach more people but still support and stay in touch
with the needs of everyone. Gathering the whole church together for Sunday
worship is fantastic and inspiring but smaller groups allow us to connect with
God and each other at a more personal and deeper level.

Using small groups to grow the church is not a new idea. Two thousand years
ago, before he started his ministry, the first practical thing Jesus did was to call
together a small band of twelve disciples. St Luke, in the Book of Acts, tells of
an expanding network of home churches where believers “Devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship - They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts”.

If you are interested in joining a group please contact me at
reviohnp@outlook.com or speak with me after a church service. If you are un-
sure or just curious and would like to try out a couple of Home Group sessions
please also contact me and | will be pleased to arrange this.

Rev John Perkins
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October
2023

1st October

10 am Communion

8th October

10 am Morning Worship with Baptisms
15th October

8 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10 am Communion

22nd October

10 am All-Age Worship

6 pm Evensong

29th October

10 am Café Communion

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm

See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org

St Mary's Facebook page:
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Speldhurst Village Website

11"“' ] 5 Our website includes a calendar of village events, a photo
gallery, some village history, a
and cycle routes, past editions of Speldhurst News and
more.

Why not take a look at: speldhurst.org?

a selection of local walks

Your Borough Councillors

Contact Details

Re-Election Date

Clir Matthew Sankey 07881674 310 May 2024
(Alliance) matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.uk ¥
Clir Paul Curry 07515 938 765
(Alliance) Paul.curry@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
Clir Harry Allen 07523 005 178
(Conservative) harry.allen@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515 938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors  Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Football

St Mary’s Church Rector

Andrea Burgess
Donna Burden

Nick Burgess
Jo-Anne Dekker
Mike Harrowing
Sam Van Niekerk
Miranda Hawkins
Brian Shilling

861187

524793
07810 048599
863362
863158
0772 5561154
07894 903979
863601
07940 013135

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Open midday till 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)

01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-épm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free
Assessment

* Personal Care
« Companionship
+« Dementia Care

PREMIUM HOME CARE

We provide peace of mind to families by
empowering older adults to live
independently at home.

Post-Hospital Care T

amoracare.co.u}( Yose
i

rsery 2 - 5 years

eldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
01892 860557
. www.kinderversity.co.uk

SiMulating. Secure. Come and join the fun
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Institute of

Pl Local Will Writing Service IS Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall , Clifford

Dental Practice complementary
therapist

Maintain your T hreat the Feopr
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 Wb DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM
INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

h -
.Em"’

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your \ocal veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

X
LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
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Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in
Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Ce i

AIRPORT L\ R SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

WWww.airport-c ar-services.co.uk

bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441
charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

B iBocie .

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: info@phoenica.co.uk
I'el: 01892 862248

W hoenica.co.uk e ASSOCIATE




o) BEN!

Plumbing & heating

Boiler installations

Servicing

| .

Bathroom installations

4

01892 489028

www.bennix.co.uk

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk

Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC »

PRIVATE TUITION BY
QUALIFIED TEACHER
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
. 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
ﬂ CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

HANNAH
Pilates Teacher

= &
= <

Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Woirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

atos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B9, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN20AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805006
EMALL nick_colin@mother-gocse.couk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be repossassed If you 4o Not Kesp up rePAYMents ON your Mortgage.
* Mcther Goocm Lt in e mpprartn raprasertabn of Frt Cormplete L3, which is mhormed ard ragusted by the Frascsl Conduct Authorty
*We - advios of L3 % of - . The e il -
charge & fes for monigege betewen 0% and hmﬁzm:w enact wrount charge

on the emount of resseech

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




