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Dear Readers,

It is that very special time of the year - welcome to the December/
January edition of the Speldhurst News!

Good luck to all the singers and organisers of the Carols by Candlelight
who are performing on Saturday 16th December (p.7) what a great way
to start the Christmas festivities.

Don't forget Friday 8th December is the closing date to pledge towards
the Chapel Project to enable the Shop and Post Office fo relocate to the
Chapel. Do contact speldhurstcommunityshop@gmail.com for more
information. On the subject of the Village Shop do remember that it has
lots of goodies for Christmas and the New Year not to mention sellotape,
wrapping paper and of course mince pies!!

A very big thank you to everyone who volunteers their time for the
Speldhurst News, We are very grateful to you all especially our distributors
who are out in all weathers to deliver this to your front door!

Lastly, wishing all our readers a peaceful Christmas and New Year, see
you in February!

Sara
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the February 2024 edition should be sent
before 10th January 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or
pdf files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours fo include articles in addition to village, church
and chapel news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice,
therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the accuracy of the
content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or freatment received from
the advertisers. Readers should safisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before
accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of treatment. All articles &
inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment. The editors reserve
the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in December &
January

" If you have a child under 2 you may like to join Bumps and Babes, the fort-
. nightly coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet in each other’s homes on a
W Monday morning from about 10.30am. Do message Jenny if you are inter-

[ ested in joining the group.

Praise and Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group meets on Wednesday 6th & 13th
December from 9am in St Mary’s Church. We'll have the usual playtime to-

gether and then tell the Christmas story using our lovely, knitted nativity fig-
“/ ures.

=%

4/ Come the New Year we'll begin again on Wednesday 3rd January. All fami-
¢/ lies with Under 5's welcome.

o)

</ All village families are invited to St Mary’s annual Crib Service which is very
</ suitable for under 5’s. The children of the village re-enact the first Christmas
«f making it a perfect beginning to your Christmas celebrations. It is being held
<7 on Sunday 24th December at 3pm and 4pm, the earlier one usually being
<+ the quieter one.

For more information contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891 318123 or at
jenny50fitz@gmail.com

Speldhurst Association of Men (SAM)

SAM is a group of local men who meet on Tuesdays once a month for sporting
and social activities. The “sporting” activities include such things as ten pin
bowling, croquet and indoor bowls. Our social activities include visits to places
of interest. For example in 2023 we have had a guided tour round the Amelia
Scott Centre in Tunbridge Wells and visited the Royal Engineers Museum in
Chatham. After our meetings we always have a pub lunch. We also have a
barbecue in the summer.

We are a very friendly group. If you would like to join us contact Brian Tasker
on 01892 862301 or email: brian.tasker@totalise.co.uk

2 2 g 2 fp 2 o b e b e £y 2 e £ e S o e e Ll oL o Lo e
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New Playground Slide

We are delighted to announce there is a new slide and climbing frame in the
Rec playground. The work was finished just in time for the autumn half-term.
This was an ambitious project, which would not have been possible without
generous support from a number of major donors. Speldhurst Parish Council
contributed £15,000 and the Village Féte and Hall committees gave almost
£8,000 towards the project. We are also grateful for support from Gatwick
Airport Trust, SE Water and the village 1931 Trust, as well as those who
donated to the village Just Giving campaigns.

We look forward to seeing the enjoyment and development local children and
visitors will get from the new slide and climbing apparatus. Do please bring
them to use it.

We would welcome any volunteers who would like to join a fundraising
subgroup with the aim of raising funds so that the recreation ground facilities
can be updated and extended. Currently we only raise enough income to
meet very basic costs such as grass cutting. Please contact Kate by

email. ksplunkett@yahoo.co.uk

Speldhurst Recreation Ground committee
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mﬂ‘p’ The Speldhurst Wintei‘

Market

What an amazing afternoon! I really am blown up by all the
support from this wonderful community.
Thank you so much to everyone who came. Thank you to all the
stall holders. Huge thank you to Amy Sankey for organising the
raffle prizes. Thank you so much to all the businesses who donated
a raffle prize. Thank you to those who donated cakes for the cake
table. Thank you so much to Katy for organising the lost toy hunt
around the rec. Thank you to my Mum for helping set up, running
two stalls and cleaning up. Thank you to my lovely friend Amy for
helping with the set up and running a stall. Thank you to Piers Fox
to helping out (and for the bin bags). Thank you to all the mini
makers. Thank you to Rascals for the delicious food and drink.
Thank you to Mike Harrowing who is always there to help. Thank
you to my lovely neighbour Claire for helping me put signs up
around the village. Thank you to our lovely caretaker Seb for
helping out. Thank you to the Snooker Club for being open to all.

7;:37 Thank you to my amazing friends for helping me tidy up after the
event.
It was a smash success and it has raised lots of money to maintain
our Village Hall.

A el



CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
with Speldhurst Community Choir
at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
Saturday 16th December
AT 6 PM

ALL WELCOME




Along with other local artists, I am so pleased to be part of an artist group called
the TW Artist Collective. We have worked together for several years and are
pleased to be "popping up’ in Tunbridge Wells to sell our work together. We
hope you can visit! - Maria Turner

Discover the Art

of Christmas at our

Pop-up Shop

NOV 11-DEC 23

ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE
THN1 288 LUPPER FLOOR - OPPOSITE HMV cTw




3ft nottecl and Sft 8ﬂ NURDMANN FIR in stock:
3-18ft available for pre-order.

WE ALSO HAVE WREATHS AND CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS!
PLEASE BLACE FRE-ORDERS BY GTH OF NOVEMEER

DRA GO NFLY FARMLA sptoa Road Speidiusi TAE ONR
Other § ~esa-a abie by ppoistmen], (WEII2B6M4 =~
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(S,
EST. SHOP 2019

Here at the shop, we’re in full Christmas planning mode. We have everything you
need. We have beautiful Christmas cards and wrapping. Christmas pudding
ingredients, sweets and chocolate for your stockings as well as everyday treats
for the festive season.

01892 863158

The post office staff are ready to receive all your parcels and cards to be sent all
over the world. You can find last posting information at the counter.

Having a party? We can order your wine from The Secret Cellar.

We are now taking Christmas bread orders including mince pies! Please order
well in advance particularly for the mince pies. Also remember that the bakeries
are not all open between Christmas and New Year, so make sure you get your
pre-Christmas order in to make sure you are not short over the Christmas break.

We hope you have been able to the read the prospectus for the Chapel Project.
There’s still time to pledge. The closing date is Friday 8th December.

Did you know we have CCTV in the shop? We recently had an issue at the Post

Office that was swiftly resolved when we looked at our CCTV!

Finally we would like to wish our wonderful staff, volunteers and customers a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

e POST
OFFICE

Christmas Eve 9am - 11am CLOSED
Sunday 24th December
Christmas Day CLOSED CLOSED
Boxing Day CLOSED CLOSED
Wednesday 27*" December 7.30am —5pm 9am —5pm
Thursday 28" December 7.30am - 5pm 9am - 5pm
Friday 29" December 7.30am — 5pm 9am — 5pm
Saturday 30™ December 9am - 1pm 9am—1pm
New Year’s Eve 9am - 11am CLOSED
Sunday 31* December
New Year's Day CLOSED CLOSED
Tuesday 2" January 2024 7.30am —5pm 9am —5pm
Wednesday 3 January 7.30am = 5pm 9am - 5pm
2024
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The Holly trees are loaded with bright red berries and another good tree for
berries is the Rowan. These make for good eating for the winter thrushes such
as Redwing, Fieldfare, Song and Mistle Thrush - the Blackbirds too who seem to
be in very low numbers for this time of the year.

Last winter was supposed to have seen a large number of Waxwings which did
not happen. This year they have arrived in large numbers. A flock of 500
hundred has been seen up north so keep an eye on all those trees full of berries,
as they are a great bird to see.

Also, there has been a major movement of Coal Tits in Europe. They also might
be coming our way. They have a more blue/grey mantle instead of the olive
tones of British birds.

A single oak tree which is 400 years old produces 234,000 litres of oxygen a year
while soaking up carbon dioxide and can support more than 2,000 species of
birds, insects, lichen and fungi. In the Autumn, if you look at the leaves of an oak
with all the areas eaten by insect larvae and the lichens on the bark that number
looks possible.

If you feed the birds please keep the feeders clean and also the areas under-
neath the feeders. This will help to stop the spread of diseases which have a big
impact on the Finch family.

Its the 9th of November, as | write and | have just found 25 large White Butterfly
caterpillars on my sprouts with a Red Admiral feeding on the rotting crab apples.
| spotted a pair of Common Darter damselflies egg laying a couple of days ago
and there are lots of other insects still around.

I must admit the weather is a lot warmer than 10 years ago, is this the new
normal only time will tell.

Alan Ford
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News from Cllr Matthew Sankey

The topic that | am asked most about right now is TWBCs purchase of the long
lease hold of Royal Victoria Place.

Due to the commercial nature of this acquisition, | am bound by a NDA and
TWBC entered an agreement to only respond to a defined set of FAQs. | will do
my best here to outline what we have done and why based on those.

TWBC owns the Freehold of RVP, it always has done. It then issued a long
lease to the original shopping centre operator. Since then, several firms have
acquired this long lease and finally in October of this year TWBC were in
position to complete on the purchase of the very same lease. This marriage of
Freehold and Leasehold offers TWBC significant control over the site, something
it simply has not had since the centres opening in 1992.

TWBC isn’t going to be running the day-to-day operations, this role has been
contracted out to a firm called Rivington Hark. | was on the panel interviewing
them and | was blown away by their pitch. Their vision and track record in this
area is 2™ to non — Our shopping centre is in good hands!

But why have we done this? Town Centres across the nation are suffering due
to many factors. One of these is simply that the town itself doesn’t have control,
via TWBC we now have control of the largest site in the town. If we look at how
bad not having control can be, just look at the cinema site, with this site out of
our hands we could very well have had yet another white elephant blighting our
town centre.

With RVP in our control, so is the future of our town centre.

Job one, offer Free parking, ok so it’s just for Sundays in December but it’'s a
start!

Community Support Fund

I’'m delighted to report that The Borough Partnership, that’s the “coalition” that’s
running the council, a partnership of the Alliance, Labour & the Lib Dems, have
agreed to create another £100,000 fund to help those most in need via local
charities.

Whilst council finances are not overflowing we feel it's more important than ever
to ensure that our community works together to provide those most in need.

12



Your Borough Councillors
Contact Details Re-Election Date

07881 674 310

Clir Matthew Sankey matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.u May 2024
(Alliance) K

Clir Paul Curry 07515 338 765
(Alllance) Paul.curry@tunbridgewells.gov.uk May 2024

Cllr Harry Allen 07523 005 178
(Conseryative) harry.allen@tunbridgewells. gov.uk May 2024




@ﬁ' Speldhurst CEP School News '@}

Speldhurst pupils have enjoyed taking an artistic approach to history this

term. As part of their Tudor topic year 5 children in Crispin class have been stud-
ying fabrics and clothing of the era, culminating in the creation of stunning self-
portraits as Tudor royalty. They had a wonderful time deciding upon textures,
colours and embellishments and are rightfully very proud of the results. Here is
a wonderful collage of their paintings.

WhI|St in Bramley class year 3 children also had a busy term - this time with col-
our - learning how to mix watercolours to match the artwork with some famous
paintings. They all did a fantastic job and the classroom is now a gallery of their
attempts to reflect the colours of artists over nearly 300 hundred years - 1490 to
1770.

Meanwhile Victorian teaching came to school for a day. The pupils all dressed
up to reflect society at the time - the way children were treated and women's
struggle for votes. Russet Class (Year 6) enjoyed a day of Victorian learning
thanks to a session run by Alan from 'The Victorian School'. The children dressed
up in a variety of costumes, from chimney sweeps to suffragettes, and experi-
enced Victorian school life by sitting in segregated rows and experiencing the
harsh punishments of the time. It wasn't all dunce caps and raps on the knuckles
however, as the children got to play some fun Victorian games in the hall in the

14



in the afternoon. This was a great opportunity for the children to gain a real in-
sight into the Victorian period and they all really enjoyed seeing history come to
life.

This short verse below and the photos summed it up for me:

Outside school Year 6 enjoyed a week of swimming lessons at Holmewood
House School. We made the most of the fact the private schools have longer
holidays than us by using their facilities. The school sent minibuses for us each
day and the children had a great time both in the pool and on the buses! It was a
really valuable week and there was lots of improvement seen in just five ses-
sions. Well done all.

Have a lovely Christmas.

Sara Andrew (Communications Governor)
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,_t_ NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Sk ong
Parish Counecil

NEW ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGE POINTS

It has taken some time, but we now have two
fully operational quick-charge electric vehicle
(EV) charge points in the car park at Langton
Green Recreation Ground. We will get an
update every guarter on the EV charger usage
to see how they are utilized. This is a small first g
step towards ensuring that residents without
the facilities for a home charge point can still
charge their electric/Plug-In Hybrid vehicles
(PHEWs) nearby.

Everyone, especially Village Hall users, staff working at the parish council
office, Little Birches Mursery, and Pavilion Café, together with school
parents, café customers, and sports club userswill be able to use the
charge-points, which will also show up on Zapmap, a widely used app
showing driversthe nearestcharge point location.

Some notes an using the EV charge points:

+ To pay for charging, vou will need to download the Connected Kerb
payment app, details of which can be found at the charge point.

*+ Thereis a 24-hour helpline listed on the charge point, which you can
call if you experienceany issueswhen charging.

*+ The charging bays are marked specifically for use by electric/PHEVs
anly. We will have a monitaring period through to March 2024
assessing how these spaces are used. We appreciate that there will be
teething troubles, and we will always answer any comments ar
guestions people have about the usage of these spaces. For example,
the car park is heavily used during school drop-off/pick-up times, and
we appreciate that parents might need to pull into & charging bay fora
couple of minutes while they drop their children off.

16



« Az with disabled parking spaces, if a councillor noticesan EV charging
bay is being used for longer periods of time by any vehicle that isn't
charging, we will give a ‘gentle’ reminder of their intended use.

PARISH COUNCILLOR WVACANCY

Ben Scarbrough resigned fromthe parish councilin October. A Langton
Greenresident, Ben was co-optedin June 2019.He was a calm presence
and a valued member of the council, and his considered responses were
particularly appreciated during his time as vice-chair of the Finance
committee. Thank you, Ben, for your hard work and contributions.

Ben's resignation means there is now a councillor vacancy to fill, so if you
read this before 1% December you still have time to apply. Becoming a
councilloris a unique experience. You'll be part of the democratic
decision-making that affects local life from the environmentto highways,
planning, and more. Alongside attending meetings and voting on parish
matters, you can also get hands-on with work like helping maintain local
footpaths. To find out more about what is involved, get in touch with our
clerk, Katie Meve (contact details below).

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

The council affice will be closed over Christmas from, and including, Friday
22™ December, returning on Tuesday 2™ lanuary. We will checkthe
clerk’s email inbox and pick up mobile phone messages periodically during
this time, should you need to contact us.

We wish you all 3 well-deserved festive break, and here’sto a happy and
healthy Mew Year.

PUBLC MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME

Full Council Meeting 7.00 pm, Monday 4*" December Palmer Room at
Langton Green Village Hall

Full Council Meeting 7.30 pm, Monday 8% lanuary, Committee Room at
Speldhurstvillage Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: Call the Clerk, Katie Meve on 01892
B62027/07760769513 or email clerki@speldhurstparishcouncil. zov.uk
For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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~ Allotment &

Gardening News ~

Helping Wildlife in the Winter

In the last Newsletter, there was mention of putting out food during the winter to
help wildlife. By putting out food, gardeners can make a significant contribution to
supporting wildlife. It is also a great way to watch wildlife even in the smallest of
gardens or balconies, often at very close quarters.

Here are a number of tasks recommended by the Royal Horticultural Society that
will help turn gardens into a wildlife haven, increasing the diversity of creatures
that can not only survive but thrive.

Garden birds, in particular, benefit from feeding year-round, but winter is a time
to provide foodstuffs with a high fat content to help keep them warm. Feed regu-
larly so that birds will not waste vital energy visiting your garden when there is no
food.

- Help birds in winter by placing fat blocks in wire cages. Balls in plastic nets are
not recommended as birds such as woodpeckers can get their tongues caught.
- Create your own fat blocks by melting suet into moulds such as coconut shells
or logs with holes drilled in.

- Alternate different recipes to entice a range of birds; peanut cakes for starlings,
insect cakes for tits and berry cakes for finches.

- Put out finely chopped bacon rind and grated cheese for small birds such as
wrens.

- Although fat is important, also provide a grain mix or nuts to maintain a bal-
anced diet.

- Sparrows, finches and nuthatches will enjoy prising the seeds out of sunflower
heads.

- No-mess mixes are more expensive but the inclusion of de-husked sunflower
hearts means there is less waste. Inferior mixes are often padded out with lentils.
- Use wire mesh feeders for peanuts and seed feeders for other seed. Specially
designed feeders are needed for the tiny niger seed, loved by goldfinches.

- Feed placed on a wire mesh held just off the ground will entice ground-feeding
birds such as robins and dunnocks.

- Thrushes and blackbirds favour fruit. Scatter over-ripe apples, raisins and song-
bird mixes on the ground for them

- Consider planting berried and fruiting trees (if you can) such as malus,
cotoneaster and pyracantha to fill gaps.

Looking after other creatures:
Check bonfires before they are lit for sheltering and hibernating animals, such as
hedgehogs, toads and frogs.
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Melt a hole in the ice on ponds to allow the wildlife to drink, and enter and exit the
water. Fill a sauce pan with hot water and sit it on the ice until a hole has been
melted.

- Do not hit or crack ice as this can send shockwaves through the water that
harms wildlife.

- Be careful when you turn compost heaps. As these are often warm, they can be
the winter resort of frogs, toads and other animals.

- Provide a shallow dish or container of water at ground level. This will benefit
other garden wildlife that needs to drink, as well as birds.

- Make an insect or bug hotel and put up in a sheltered position. Overwintering
ladybirds and lacewings will find this useful.

- In late winter, clean out bird boxes so they are ready for new nests in spring.

- Leave healthy herbaceous and hollow-stemmed plants unpruned until early
spring. These can provide homes for overwintering insects.

Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind — a poem by William Shakespeare

Blow, blow, thou winter wind,

Thou art not so unkind

As man’s ingratitude;

Thy tooth is not so keen,

Because thou art not seen,

Although thy breath be rude.

Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then, heigh-ho, the holly!

This life is most jolly.

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,

That dost not bite so nigh

As benefits forgot:

Though thou the waters warp,

Thy sting is not so sharp

As friend remembered not.

Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly...

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. If you are interested in these topics/
types of discussions, there is a Facebook page where we go into a lot of this type
of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers &amp; Gardeners and the web ad-
dress is:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755.
Hope to see you there.
Rob Kyte
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A Letter from St Mary’s

December 2023

Francis of Assisi, concerned about the secularisation of Christmas in his day,
started the tradition in 1223.

He'd been to visit the Holy Land and like many before him, and since, was
moved when he came to the spot traditionally thought to be the birthplace of Je-
Sus.

Wanting to restore the central message of Christmas to his community he decid-
ed to create a living crib in the village of Greccio in the Rieti Valley in Umbria,
contacting a local nobleman who provided an ox and a donkey together with a
stable so that his plans could bear fruit; a tradition that continues to this day.

We all have our traditions at Christmas, don’t we? No doubt this month we’ll be
discussing when to put up the tree and maybe how many! We’ll be negotiating
which decorations we will use and when to open the presents. But it's easy for
the central message of Christmas to be lost in all our preparations. Jesus is the
reason for the season.

The good news that God sent his Son as a vulnerable baby to live amongst us
and to die for us is the good news of Christmas. By creating a living crib all those
centuries ago St Francis reminded his fellow Umbrian's of this. Why not do the
same this year, yourselves? You may already have a crib which you bring out
each year.

If not, why not create one or buy one and start a new tradition in 20237 And why
not come and celebrate Christmas in one of the churches in the parish too?
There are carol and crib services, midnight services and Christmas Day celebra-
tions. You’d be most welcome. More detailed information about all these services
appears elsewhere in the magazine.

But most of all, may you have a blessed and peaceful Christmas however you
celebrate.

Jenny Fitzsimmons
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December 2023
& January 2024

3rd December

10 am Communion
10th December

10 am Morning Worship
SATURDAY 16th December

& pm Candlelit Carol Service

17th December

8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10 am Communion

WEDNESDAY 20th December

4 pm Carols around the Christmas Tree

24th December

3pm & 4 pm Crib Service (2 sittings)

11.30 pm  Midnight Communion

25th December

10 am A Christmas Celebration for All Ages
31st December

10 am All-Age Communion
7th January

10 am Communion

14th January

10 am Morning Worship
21st January

& am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10 am Communion

28th January

10 am Christingle Service
6 pm Evensong

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Mormal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm

See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page:
facebook.com/5tMarysSpeldhurst/
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mary's Church Rector
Administrator Andrea Burgess 861187

Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 863362
Shop & Post Office Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601
Walking Football Brian Shilling 07940 013135
Walking Group Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH: Open midday till 11pm daily (Sun 10pm)
01892 338549

GP: Mon - Fri 8am-é6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Dispensary: Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (village hall): Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop: Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm:; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free
Assessment

independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

+ Dementia Care

¢ Post-Hospital Care

PREMIUM HOME CARE

We provide peace of mind to families by
empowering older adults to live

AMORA CAR

rsery 2

- 5 years

peldhurst@kinderversity.co.uk
‘ 01892 860557
- www.kinderversity.co.uk
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service Is Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall | Clifford

Dental Practice _' complementary
therapist

Maintain your g e
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 wo DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

bk, -
' -5

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

Organic
boxes delivered

Live life on the veg

Call your local veq lady Sally
on 01892 576 99\ riverfordcouk
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

High quality treatments, in a safe and
caring environment at affordable prices

Call us today on

We offer same day emergency
appointments and cosmetic treatments

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses
Ingrowing Nails
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot
Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Fungal Infection
Nail Trimming

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
01892 834334

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in
Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Ce i

50

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LD\
Book online
www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with

ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
~ DESIGN ~

07970 898441

charlotte@c-w-design.co.uk
www.c-w-design.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE KITCHENS
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit

KIRSTY’S S( YOGA

&
/

Yoga for Everyone
Small group classes
In my Speldhurst garden studio
www.kirstysyoga.co.uk

www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk 07748 644689
=
FOR HEDGE CUTTING EiickBooks
and MOWING MAKING TAX DIGITAL

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING

Email: inf "'I':"”“l' a.co.uk




o) BEN!

Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):):hll‘ ;::;M”d“'”“ _ lacquered. 20 years experience.
i’ nlhnmu:n installations ‘ 7St Margaret's Road,

" S East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 - http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC -
PRIVATE TUITION BY '
QUALIFIED TEACHER

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
" 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
L H. CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

N
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

oirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall

01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

tos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNERIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805086
EMALL nick_colin@mother-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be repossassed If you do Not Kesp up rePAYMENts ON your Mortgage.
* Mother Goom Lt in e mpprartn raprasertabn of Fret Cormplete L3, which is mhormed ard ragusted by the Frascs Conduct Authorty
*We - advice of L3 M of - . The e il -
charge & fes for monigege betwwen 0% and huﬁzm:w enact wrount charge

on the emount of resseech

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - google




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




