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Dear Readers 
 
Welcome to the May magazine - as I write this it is still blustery and cold, with 
hailstones thrown in today!  I feel for those baby lambs we can see in the fields 
and the bluebells bravely flowering in the woods.   
 
Thank you so much to Brian Tasker for providing the lovely picture on the front 
cover with the dove peaking through the Camellia from its nest!  Do share any 
photos or news we would love to include it in the magazine. 
 
For the Historians in the village you will be fascinated to read about Roman 
artifacts that have been unearthed recently in the Parish on pages 14 & 15.  Also 
we have an Open Day at the Bowls Club on Sunday 12th May so do come along 
and join in.  The ground looks in great shape ready for the new season to start! 
 
The Speldhurst Fete committee are busy gearing up for the annual Village Fete on  
Saturday 15th June with an evening event taking place too - tickets for the 
evening event will be available from the Post Office the week before. 
 
For all the village crafters do join Julie Pinnell on May 23rd creating a Scrabble 
picture. 
 
Enjoy all the bank holidays we have in May and hope the sun shines! 
 
Sara 
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:  
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim 
 
Please remember that copy for the June 2024 edition should be sent before 10th 
May 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files 
preferred. Thank you. 

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel 

news.  These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will 

not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for 

any work or treatment received from the advertisers.  Readers should satisfy themselves of 

advertisersõ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of 

treatment.  All articles  & inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment.  The 

editors reserve the right to  amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.  

Welcome  
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     May 
    
  
 Mondays   Library      p. 4 
     2-4.30pm      
  
 Wednesdays & Fridays Praise & Play    p.4 
             
 Sat 4th   Blackham Village Market    p.11 
      
     Penshurst Farmersõ Market  p.12 
 
     Tonbridge Music Club   p.13 
 
 Tues 7th   Full Council Meeting SPC  p.21 
  
 Mon 13th   Bumps & Babes    p.4 
    
      
 Sun 12th   Bowls Open Day    p.6 
           
        
 Thurs 23rd   Crafting with Julie    p.9 
 
     

             
     June 
  
 
 Sat 15th   Village Fete     p.5 
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News & Announcements  

 
Whatôs on in Speldhurst for the Under 5ôs in May 

 
If you are looking for activities with your Under 5ôs in the village, here are 
two: 
Bumps and Babes - coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet fortnightly on 
a Monday from 10.30am. This month, because of the many bank holidays we 
will only be meeting once on Monday 13th May.  Do message Jenny if you 
have a child under 2 and are interested in joining this group. 
Praise and Play 
Great news! St Maryôs Toddler Group now meets twice a week on Wednes-
days and Fridays in the church from 9 -10.30am. We start with free play and 
a craft, then gather for a story and some songs. Weôre there from 9am, so ar-
rive when you can weôll offer you a coffee or tea whatever the time.  
This group is suitable for all under 5ôs whether they can toddle or not.  
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or 
know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200 
or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com  
 

SPELDHURST LIBRARY 
Mondays 
2-4.30pm 

 
Speldhurst Library is part of the Kent Library 
Service (the last surviving library in Kent run by 
volunteers) and the books are housed in the 
committee room of the village hall. We are open 
every Monday afternoon from 2pm - 4.30pm. We have fiction, non-fiction, 
large print and childrenôs books. We look forward to welcoming you! 
 
Pat Carter 

mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit to 
grow your own food and save our planet, please contact Mark 

Oddy on 01892 862746. 
 

If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters 
gardening or horticultural, please send an email to 

kytehouse@stepex.co.uk. 
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A delightful poem written and read by Lynne Bungay at the funeral of her 

father, Brian Murphy on 11 March.  
My Dad 

Everyone will want to applaud you 
not just for being an amazing man, 

but for once silencing your loud daughter 
a miracle only you can. 
49 years ago I met you 

back then a much younger lad, 
no idea the wonderful life ahead 

was going to be given to me by our Dad. 
You cradled me through whooping cough 
Asthma, chicken pox and broken bones, 
you made us the best seaside picnic 
followed by ice-cream in wafer cones. 

Weekends swimming, followed by breakfast 
at Granny Ellis or just staying in, 

a grafter hard working man, any competition 
for the Worlds best Dad you'd win. 
The older I became realization hit 
of this man I was in complete awe 
I was going to love this man forever 
head to toe right to his core. 
You taught me to ride my bike 
even more bravely drive your car 

we will miss your perfectly folded tissues and bank notes 
and you counting your loose change into your jar. 
When you smiled your eyes would twinkle 
they would light up your entire face 

I'm going to miss what I called your piggy grin 
It made my life a happier place. 

Sitting here confused, shocked and broken 
finding time to smile of memories and things, 
I can hear you say, nothing is broken forever, 
I'll fix it, our Dad the Super glue king. 
Knowing I'm never going to hear you say 

"I'm not going to argue with you" or "permission to speak" 
I guess I'm going to have to take life day by day 

and eventually week by week. 
So just before I let you go Dad 

Thank you doesn't seem enough to say, 
as your daughter my final promise to you 
is I will try to make you proud everyday. 
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Allotment &  

Gardening News  

9ƎƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ς !Y! 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ [ƻǾŜǎ ¢ƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ όŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚύ 
 
²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀ ǘƻƳŀǘƻΚ !ƴŘ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ōƭƛƎƘǘ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΚΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎΦ   
YƛŘǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƻΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎΦ  LŦ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǿ ōŀƎǎ ƻǊ ǇƻǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ 
ƳǳŎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
CƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƎƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭŜΩ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΦ  
.ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ ŀǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ǎƻ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƎƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ƻƴ ǘƻǇΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΥ 
 
мΦ tƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŘŜŜǇ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǝǝƻǳǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ όǊƻƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻƴ-Ǌƻƻǘ 
ǝǎǎǳŜύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘΦ {ƻ ōǳǊȅƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǇ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ Ǌƻƻǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
нΦ .ǳǊȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƎƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǊǝƭƛǎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŘƛũǳǎŜǎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ - ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƎƎ ǎƘŜƭƭ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ōƛƴ - ŀƴ ŜƎƎ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŎǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ {ƭƻǿƭȅ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻƳπ
ǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǊǝƭƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǧŀƎŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴΦ !ƴ ŜƎƎ ȅƻƭƪ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŎƛǳƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ǎƘŜƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ 
ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǊǝƭƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 
ǊƻƻǘǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ 
 
{ƻΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ κ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳũΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ǇŜƭŘƘǳǊǎǘ !ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘŜŜǊǎ  ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκƎǊƻǳǇǎκолрунплрлупттррΦ IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
wƻō YȅǘŜ 
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                                                                                                                  aŀȅ нлнп 
5ŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 
LΩƳ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴπ
ǘƭŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ - ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΗ  hǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊŀǎƘΣ ōŀƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƭƻǇ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǊƻŎƪ ƻǳǊ 
ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  
L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇŜǎǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΦ   L ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝǾŜ 
ǎǘƻǊƳ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘǳǊǘ ƻǊ ŀǧŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 
ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƳŜŀƴ L ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ {ǇŜƭŘπ
ƘǳǊǎǘ ƛǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƪŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƛŬŎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀǧƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀπ
ǇŜǊǎΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ - ƻǊ 
Řƻǳōǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ Iƛǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΚ  .¦¢ DƻŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǳǇǇŜǘǎ 
ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇǇŜǘŜŜǊ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǳǎΦ  DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΣ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  Lƴ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ 
ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎΦ  bƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴǎ - ŀƴŘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΗ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎπ
ǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 
L ƘƻǇŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǩƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ǳō /ŀƳǇ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƴƻ ǊŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ŀǘ ǳǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ 
ǝƳŜΦ 
YŀǊƻƭ Ȅ 
ƪƭŜŜǾŜǎϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

A Letter from  

St Maryõs 
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Nature Watch  

aŀȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳπ
ƳŜǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ - {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ bƛƎƘǝƴƎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎ - ǿƛƭƭ 
ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳŎƪƻƻ ƛƴ {ǇŜƭŘƘǳǊǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚ  9ŀǊƭȅ aŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ƻǳǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ŎƘƻǊǳǎΦ  {ƘŀŘǿŜƭƭ ǿƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳƭƭƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ ƅƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ   
 
.ǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ hǊŀƴƎŜ ¢ƛǇ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƪƭŜŘ ²ƻƻŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Iƻƭƭȅ .ƭǳŜΦ  LŦ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƅȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƘŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƎŀǊπ
ŘŜƴǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Iƻƭƭȅ .ƭǳŜΣ Iƻƭƭȅ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ ǇǊƛŎƪƭȅ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŦƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭƭȅ .ƭǳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀπ
ǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ LǾȅ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ǊŜŘ .ŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊǳǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŘƎƛƴƎ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǎƘŀŘȅ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŀƛƴŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ 9ōƻƴȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ƭŜƊ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎƳŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻǇǇƛŎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ 
5ŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ άŘŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ [ƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƎƎŜŘ 
ŜŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ 
 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜŘ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нлл ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƅƻǊŜǘǎΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜŎπ
ǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ .ŜŜǎΣ IƻƴŜȅ .ŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳƳōƭŜōŜŜǎΦ 
¢ƘŜȅϥǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ tƻƭƭŜƴ .ŜŜǘƭŜǎΣ IƻǾŜǊƅƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ tŜŀπ
ŎƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŜŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 5ŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴ ŎƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŝƴπ
Ƨƻȅ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǝƴȅ ǇŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜǎ ƅƻŀǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
.ƛǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŘŬƴŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŀƭŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǘŀƳƛƴǎΣ ŎŀƭŎƛǳƳΣ ƛǊƻƴΣ 
ƳŀƎƴŜǎƛǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇǇŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀŘΣ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƭƛǾŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉŀȅ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ 5ŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴ 
ǿƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘƻƴŜȅ-ƭƛƪŜ ǎȅǊǳǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǊƛŜŘ 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ                                                                
!ƭŀƴ CƻǊŘ 
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Age UK Lunch  Jan Mann    863931 

Allotments      Mark Oddy    862746 

Beavers      Jo Smith    518706 

Bowls Club      Debbie Moon   861317  

Bridge Club     Heather Hughes   863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott     862972 

Bumps and Babes    Jenny Fitzsimmons  541200  

Cricket Club     Nick Coffin    07867 803121 

    Junior Cricket section  Francis Booth   07738474144 

Cubs       Karol Leeves   531104  

Flower Show     Alan Ford    863276 

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees    07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy    862746 

Library      Olive West    863234 

Men on Wednesday    John Perkins   863239 

Mothersõ Union    Christine Baker   540793  

Mothers & Toddlers    Jenny Fitzsimmons  541200  

Nursery School         860557 

Parish Council: Chair    Paul Curry    07515 938765 

                       Vice Chair            Katrina Lyle    862070        

             Parish Clerk Katie Neve    862927  

         Parish Councillors  Richard Ellery   864077 

      Alan Rowe    863404  

Police Community Support Officer  Gemma.Gilbert @kent.police.uk  

Primary School     Stephanie Hayward  863044 

Rainbows      Alex Brown    

      speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com  

Recreation Ground    Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group     Paul Eames    07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men  Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club     Nick Fenton   864144 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition   Maria Turner   863394 

Speldhurst News Editors    Maria Turner   863394 

      Sara Turner   863226 

      Judith Malim   864268 

Speldhurst News Advertising   Eric Roughley   863222 

 

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk
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St Maryõs Church  Rector       

Administrator       Rachael Foster   861187 

                    

Stoolball      Donna Burden   524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  863362 

Shop & Post Office     Jo-Anne Dekker   863158 

Village Fete: Chair    Mike Harrowing   0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Rachel Bourdin   07766 830303  

Village Website     Miranda Hawkins   863601 

Walking Group     Brian Tasker   862301  

 
 
Buses     Timetables for bus  285 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services  

 

George & Dragon PH:   Mon -Thurs & Sun  midday to 10 -00pm.  

     Fri & Sat midday to 11 -00pm.  

     01892 338549 

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040 

 

Dispensary:     Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30 -6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30 -11.30 only)  

 

Library (village hall):   Monday 2 -4.30pm.  

 

Shop:      Mon -Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8 -1pm; Sun 8 -11 

Post Office:     Mon -Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9 -1pm; Sun Closed  

Opening Hours &  

Local Information  
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