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Dear Readers 
 
Welcome to the May magazine - as I write this it is still blustery and cold, with 
hailstones thrown in today!  I feel for those baby lambs we can see in the fields 
and the bluebells bravely flowering in the woods.   
 
Thank you so much to Brian Tasker for providing the lovely picture on the front 
cover with the dove peaking through the Camellia from its nest!  Do share any 
photos or news we would love to include it in the magazine. 
 
For the Historians in the village you will be fascinated to read about Roman 
artifacts that have been unearthed recently in the Parish on pages 14 & 15.  Also 
we have an Open Day at the Bowls Club on Sunday 12th May so do come along 
and join in.  The ground looks in great shape ready for the new season to start! 
 
The Speldhurst Fete committee are busy gearing up for the annual Village Fete on  
Saturday 15th June with an evening event taking place too - tickets for the 
evening event will be available from the Post Office the week before. 
 
For all the village crafters do join Julie Pinnell on May 23rd creating a Scrabble 
picture. 
 
Enjoy all the bank holidays we have in May and hope the sun shines! 
 
Sara 
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:  
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim 
 
Please remember that copy for the June 2024 edition should be sent before 10th 
May 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files 
preferred. Thank you. 

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel 

news.  These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will 

not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for 

any work or treatment received from the advertisers.  Readers should satisfy themselves of 

advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of 

treatment.  All articles  & inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment.  The 

editors reserve the right to  amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate. 

Welcome  
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     May 
    
  
 Mondays   Library      p. 4 
     2-4.30pm      
  
 Wednesdays & Fridays Praise & Play    p.4 
             
 Sat 4th   Blackham Village Market    p.11 
      
     Penshurst Farmers’ Market  p.12 
 
     Tonbridge Music Club   p.13 
 
 Tues 7th   Full Council Meeting SPC  p.21 
  
 Mon 13th   Bumps & Babes    p.4 
    
      
 Sun 12th   Bowls Open Day    p.6 
           
        
 Thurs 23rd   Crafting with Julie    p.9 
 
     

             
     June 
  
 
 Sat 15th   Village Fete     p.5 

 

 

  

      

Diary at a Glance 
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News & Announcements 

 
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in May 

 
If you are looking for activities with your Under 5’s in the village, here are 
two: 
Bumps and Babes - coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet fortnightly on 
a Monday from 10.30am. This month, because of the many bank holidays we 
will only be meeting once on Monday 13th May.  Do message Jenny if you 
have a child under 2 and are interested in joining this group. 
Praise and Play 
Great news! St Mary’s Toddler Group now meets twice a week on Wednes-
days and Fridays in the church from 9 -10.30am. We start with free play and 
a craft, then gather for a story and some songs. We’re there from 9am, so ar-
rive when you can we’ll offer you a coffee or tea whatever the time.  
This group is suitable for all under 5’s whether they can toddle or not.  
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or 
know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200 
or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com  
 

SPELDHURST LIBRARY 
Mondays 
2-4.30pm 

 
Speldhurst Library is part of the Kent Library 
Service (the last surviving library in Kent run by 
volunteers) and the books are housed in the 
committee room of the village hall. We are open 
every Monday afternoon from 2pm - 4.30pm. We have fiction, non-fiction, 
large print and children’s books. We look forward to welcoming you! 
 
Pat Carter 

mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit to 
grow your own food and save our planet, please contact Mark 

Oddy on 01892 862746. 
 

If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters 
gardening or horticultural, please send an email to 

kytehouse@stepex.co.uk. 
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A delightful poem written and read by Lynne Bungay at the funeral of her 

father, Brian Murphy on 11 March.  
My Dad 

Everyone will want to applaud you 
not just for being an amazing man, 

but for once silencing your loud daughter 
a miracle only you can. 
49 years ago I met you 

back then a much younger lad, 
no idea the wonderful life ahead 

was going to be given to me by our Dad. 
You cradled me through whooping cough 
Asthma, chicken pox and broken bones, 

you made us the best seaside picnic 
followed by ice-cream in wafer cones. 

Weekends swimming, followed by breakfast 
at Granny Ellis or just staying in, 

a grafter hard working man, any competition 
for the Worlds best Dad you'd win. 
The older I became realization hit 
of this man I was in complete awe 

I was going to love this man forever 
head to toe right to his core. 

You taught me to ride my bike 
even more bravely drive your car 

we will miss your perfectly folded tissues and bank notes 
and you counting your loose change into your jar. 

When you smiled your eyes would twinkle 
they would light up your entire face 

I'm going to miss what I called your piggy grin 
It made my life a happier place. 

Sitting here confused, shocked and broken 
finding time to smile of memories and things, 
I can hear you say, nothing is broken forever, 

I'll fix it, our Dad the Super glue king. 
Knowing I'm never going to hear you say 

"I'm not going to argue with you" or "permission to speak" 
I guess I'm going to have to take life day by day 

and eventually week by week. 
So just before I let you go Dad 

Thank you doesn't seem enough to say, 
as your daughter my final promise to you 
is I will try to make you proud everyday. 
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Allotment & 

Gardening News 

Egg in the Hole Technique – AKA Everyone Loves Tomatoes (don’t they?) 
 
Who doesn’t love a tomato? And until they get blight – which is the bane of outdoor 
tomatoes. And who doesn’t also enjoy growing them?. They are so easy and rewarding.   
Kids love them too, especially the picking.  If grown in grow bags or pots, they don’t take up 
much space. 
For a little variety and intrigue this year, I’m going to use the ‘Egg in the Hole’ technique.  
Basically, this involves planting the tomatoes as deep as possible, even removing leaves to 
do so up to the crown of the plant, placing an egg in the bottom of the hole and planting the 
tomato on top.  This is how it’s supposed to work: 
 
1. Planting deep takes advantage of the adventitious roots (roots that form from non-root 
tissue) which means they have the ability to grow more roots along their stems at any point 
where the stem is buried. So burying deep encourages a larger, stronger root system. 
2. Burying an egg in the ground acts as a natural fertiliser that slowly diffuses nutrients. 
 
Apparently - in contrast to seeing an egg shell disintegrate with difficulty over the course of 
several months in a compost bin - an egg disintegrates very well inside the ground. Making a 
slight crack in the shell will help this process. Slowly but surely the egg will start to decom-
pose and release essential nutrients. 
 
This natural fertiliser is supposed to be excellent for cottage garden vegetables and 
tomatoes. It is claimed that everything in eggs that is good for humans is also good for 
vegetation. An egg yolk is a gold mine of nutrients and calcium from the egg shell is a 
brilliant natural fertiliser for anything that grows. 
 
Therefore, plants have everything they need to grow quickly by developing good healthy 
roots. What is more it is also supposed to help prevent plants from developing illnesses. 
 
So, I’m going to give it a try. 
 
If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook page where 
we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers  & Gardeners and 
the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755. Hope to see you 
there. 
 
Rob Kyte 
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                                                                                                                  May 2024 
Dear friends, 
I’m writing this article at the beginning of April and the heavy rainfall, and gen-
tle showers of the past months are continuing.  The only difference is that it is 
slightly warmer, and the sun is shining - sometimes!  Our lives can be a bit like 
the weather, can’t they?  We can be moving along peacefully, minding our own 
business, when crash, bang, wallop suddenly something happens to rock our 
peaceful lives and we wonder if we will ever return to that peaceful state again.  
I have had a few storms in my life, more like raging tempests, but since going to 
church and when I started teaching, I found Jesus.   I then had someone I could 
depend on whatever else happened to me.  It didn’t mean I had a protective 
storm coat around me protecting me from ever being hurt or attacked again, 
but it did mean I had someone to restore me to peace once again.  Life in Speld-
hurst is okay, isn’t it?  It’s more than okay if you compare it to other parts of our 
country and more especially to the trouble spots around the world.  When you 
see the horrific scenes of violence and battles on television or in the newspa-
pers, does it make you wonder why God doesn’t do something about it - or 
doubt even more His existence?  BUT God isn’t like that.  We aren’t like puppets 
only moving when our puppeteer moves us.  God has given us brains to think 
for ourselves and sometimes, or a lot of the time, we get it wrong.  In biblical 
times the people looked to prophets to tell them if things were going well or if 
they had to change their ways.  Now we have politicians - and I won’t say any-
thing about them!  However, God is always there to watch over you and to lis-
ten to you if you want to talk to him. 
I hope as you read this that the weather is getting warmer, and you might be 
thinking about summer holidays or just sitting in the garden relaxing. I’m looking 
forward to our Cub Camp in May and am already praying for warm weather and 
no rain, but I also know that whatever the sky throws at us we’ll have a fabulous 
time. 
Karol x 
kleeves@hotmail.com 

A Letter from  

St Mary’s 
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Nature Watch 

May is for me when things really get going in the natural world. Most of sum-
mer migrants will be here - Swallows, Nightingales and various Warblers - will 
we hear the cuckoo in Speldhurst this year?  Early May is the best time to go 
out early and hear the dawn chorus.  Shadwell woods and Bullingstone are 
good places to hear the birds singing and the Bluebells should still be flowering.   
 
Butterflies such as Orange Tip in grassland and Speckled Wood are around 
woodland edges and glades and both can be seen in gardens along with the 
Holly Blue.  If a blue butterfly is seen flying along hedge and tree lines in gar-
dens it will be a Holly Blue, Holly trees with their evergreen prickly leaves is a 
food plant for the Holly Blue, the caterpillars eat the flowers in the first genera-
tion and the second generation eat the Ivy flowers in the autumn. The Holly has 
red Berries much loved by the Thrush family in winter. It is a very good hedging 
plant and will grow in shady corners. The wood is very white and even grained 
and can be stained to look like Ebony. When grown in a woodland it is often left 
by the woodsmen when coppicing as it was said to be unlucky to cut one down. 
Dandelions are giving a wonderful show again this year. The name comes from 
the French “dent de lion” which means Lions tooth. This refers to the jagged 
edges of the leaves. 
 
Some of us reach for the weed killer and some see them as very important 
spring flowers.  The flower heads are made up of around 200 individual florets, 
which close at night and during bad weather. As one of the first sources of nec-
tar and pollen they're popular with Solitary Bees, Honey Bees and Bumblebees. 
They're also enjoyed by Pollen Beetles, Hoverflies, and butterflies like the Pea-
cock and Comma. The seed heads are called Dandelion clocks and children en-
joy blowing on them and watching the seeds on the tiny parachutes float away. 
Birds like the House sparrow and Goldfinch like to eat the seeds.  The leaves can 
be used in salads and have lots of vitamins, calcium, iron, 
magnesium and copper. When I was a lad, a lady in the village where I used to 
live would pay me for collecting the flower heads so she could make Dandelion 
wine. They can also be made into a honey-like syrup, which I have never tried 
but the wine was very good.                                                                
Alan Ford 
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann   863931 

Allotments     Mark Oddy   862746 

Beavers     Jo Smith   518706 

Bowls Club     Debbie Moon  861317  

Bridge Club    Heather Hughes  863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott    862972 

Bumps and Babes   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Cricket Club    Nick Coffin    07867 803121 

    Junior Cricket section Francis Booth  07738474144 

Cubs      Karol Leeves  531104  

Flower Show    Alan Ford   863276 

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees   07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy   862746 

Library     Olive West   863234 

Men on Wednesday   John Perkins   863239 

Mothers’ Union    Christine Baker  540793  

Mothers & Toddlers   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Nursery School        860557 

Parish Council: Chair   Paul Curry   07515 938765 

                       Vice Chair           Katrina Lyle   862070        

             Parish Clerk Katie Neve   862927  

         Parish Councillors Richard Ellery  864077 

      Alan Rowe   863404  

Police Community Support Officer  Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk 

Primary School    Stephanie Hayward 863044 

Rainbows     Alex Brown   

      speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com 

Recreation Ground   Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group    Paul Eames   07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club    Nick Fenton  864144 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition  Maria Turner  863394 

Speldhurst News Editors   Maria Turner  863394 

      Sara Turner   863226 

      Judith Malim  864268 

Speldhurst News Advertising  Eric Roughley  863222 

 

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk
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St Mary’s Church  Rector      

Administrator      Rachael Foster  861187 

                    

Stoolball     Donna Burden  524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  863362 

Shop & Post Office     Jo-Anne Dekker  863158 

Village Fete: Chair   Mike Harrowing  0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Rachel Bourdin  07766 830303  

Village Website    Miranda Hawkins  863601 

Walking Group    Brian Tasker   862301  

 
 
Buses     Timetables for bus  285 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services 

 

George & Dragon PH:   Mon-Thurs & Sun  midday to 10-00pm. 

     Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm. 

     01892 338549 

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040 

 

Dispensary:    Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only) 

 

Library (village hall):  Monday 2-4.30pm.  

 

Shop:     Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11 

Post Office:    Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed 

Opening Hours &  

Local Information 
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Front cover image - Brian Tasker 




