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Welcome

Dear Readers

Welcome to the May magazine - as I write this it is still blustery and cold, with
hailstones thrown in today! I feel for those baby lambs we can see in the fields
and the bluebells bravely flowering in the woods.

Thank you so much to Brian Tasker for providing the lovely picture on the front
cover with the dove peaking through the Camellia from its nest! Do share any
photos or news we would love to include it in the magazine.

For the Historians in the village you will be fascinated to read about Roman
artifacts that have been unearthed recently in the Parish on pages 14 & 15. Also
we have an Open Day at the Bowls Club on Sunday 12th May so do come along
and join in. The ground looks in great shape ready for the new season to start!

The Speldhurst Fete committee are busy gearing up for the annual Village Fete on
Saturday 15th June with an evening event taking place too - tickets for the
evening event will be available from the Post Office the week before.

For all the village crafters do join Julie Pinnell on May 23rd creating a Scrabble
picture.

Enjoy all the bank holidays we have in May and hope the sun shines!

Sara
On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the June 2024 edition should be sent before 10th
May 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files
preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel
news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will
not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for
any work or tfreatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of
freatment. All arficles & inclusions should be sent as a word document atfachment. The
edifors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance

Mondays

Wednesdays & Fridays

Sat 4th

Tues 7th

Mon 13th

Sun 12th

Thurs 23rd

Sat 15th

May

Library

2-4.30pm

Praise & Play

Blackham Village Market
Penshurst Farmers’ Market
Tonbridge Music Club

Full Council Meeting SPC

Bumps & Babes

Bowls Open Day

Crafting with Julie

June

Village Fete



News & Announcements

What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5°s in May

W If you are looking for activities with your Under 5’s in the village, here are

4 two:

-. Bumps and Babes - coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet fortnightly on -
= a Monday from 10.30am. This month, because of the many bank holidays we .
= will only be meeting once on Monday 13" May. Do message Jenny if you

W have a child under 2 and are interested in joining this group.

¥ Praise and Play

- Great news! St Mary’s Toddler Group now meets twice a week on Wednes-

<~ days and Fridays in the church from 9 -10.30am. We start with free play and

i a craft, then gather for a story and some songs. We're there from 9am, so ar-

¥ rive when you can we’ll offer you a coffee or tea whatever the time.

¥ This group is suitable for all under 5’s whether they can toddle or not.

-~ Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or
" know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200
¥ or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com

SPELDHURST LIBRARY
Mondays
2-4.30pm

Speldhurst Library is part of the Kent Library
Service (the last surviving library in Kent run by
volunteers) and the books are housed in the
committee room of the village hall. We are open
every Monday afternoon from 2pm - 4.30pm. We have fiction, non-fiction,
large print and children’s books. We look forward to welcoming you!

Pat Carter
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| Saturday 15th June
@ 1am to 4:30pm

SPELDHURST REC

ADULTS £2
CHILDREN/CONCESSIONS £1

- Bouncies * * Dog show -
- 8BQ and Bar: - Entertainment -
- Stalls and crafts - * Nerf arena -

- Traditional games - and much more”¥
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Speldhurst Bowls Club WelcomesYou

TO HAVE A GO AT BOWLSH!

OPEN DAY 2024

SUNDAY 12t MAY
ALL WELCOME - COME AND TRY!!

10.00am - 5.00pm

OUR MEMBERS WILL BE ON HAND TO SHOW YOU THE
ROPES.

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED, JUST WEAR FLAT SHOES.

FREE PARKING AND REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE!

FIND US IN THE RECREATION GROUND, ST. MARYS LANE, SPELDHURST, TN3 OPR

FACEBOOK : SPELDHURSTBOWLS
OR 07936545746 FOR MORE DETAILS




REMEMBER TO USE YOUR SHOP
AND POST OFFICE

Come and get your fresh bread, milk, meat and
vegetables, all locally sourced, plus many other
essential and non-essential items.

Do your bit in reducing food miles whilst keeping this
valuable village amenity alive.

And don't forget our post office is here for you too -
whether to withdraw or pay in cash, post your letters or
collect your DPD, Amazon or other parcels... plus we
also can help with holiday money orders - just ask.

UPDATE ON THE CHAPEL PROJECT

WE NEED YOUR HELP
The project is progressing, with plans currently being
finalised, ready for planning permission submission.
We do however need your help - we are urgently
looking for a project co-ordinator. Someone to
arrange and attend meetings, take notes and follow
up action points. Could that person be YOU? Or do
you know anyone who could help? If so, please
contact the working group at
Speldhurstcommunityshop@gmail.com

YOUR COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE
7
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PATRICIA ANNE FELIX
(LOFTY)

It’s with great sadness that Lofty a much-loved resident of Speldhurst village, passed away
peacefully at home, overlooking her beautiful garden.
Pat had given a lot of her time, energy and spirit to Speldhurst, after her retirement from
Claremont school, Tunbridge Wells.
From Editing the Speldhurst news, to running the Speldhurst Chapel. Playing the piano at full
pelt. singing loudly, encouraging the congregation as she played.
Also, she heard the children read at Speldhurst primary school,
something she took very seriously.
The children’s future was her calling and her true self.
All of you are welcome at St. Mary’s church 3rd of May at 2pm and afterwards at Patricia’s
home, Little Snape.
The garden will be open!

Suzanne (niece)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JULIE
ON 07917 606542 ORIC]| #GIFTSBYJULIEP
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Dlackham Village Market
SATURDAY 4TH mAY
10.00Am TO 12.30PM

Coffee/ Jea & Cakes served from 10am
JLots L‘_f'{c‘l.‘.:){{; _,Ur’t‘z{:{('rf for dale: homemade

padtied. caked, dconed, free range eqad. bread, bivd
food. honey. handmade cvaft itemd and (ots more

SEE YOu THERE!

If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit to
grow your own food and save our planet, please contact Mark
Oddy on 01892 862746.

If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters

gardening or horticultural, please send an email to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

Don’t miss Penshurst Farmers’ Market this
month for the best locally produced food & drink

Saturday,
4th May

2024

9.30 am to
12.00 pm

Penshurst
Place Visitor
Car Park

What better way to kick off the early Spring bank holiday
weekend than with a visit to the farmers’ market? There's
plenty going on at Penshurst Place for the whole family as it's
also the first day of Weald of Kent Craft Show so come early to
stock up on all you need for a enjoyable holiday.

Our stallholders have been working hard to come up with
treats and essentials to help you enjoy the occasion in style.
Local raised meat and game, fish and seafood fresh up from

Hastings, home-baked cakes, sausage rolls, Sussex fizz,
sourdough bread and award-winning cheeses are just some

of the items to put in your basket.

And if you are planning to spend the holiday weekend in the
garden you can pick up all kinds of plants from vegetable
plugs to shrubs and perennials, and get your garden tools

sharpened at the same time.

Parking is plentiful, free and close by and you can enjoy
meals, snacks and drinks from the Porcupine Pantry next to
the market at Penshurst Place.
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Tonbridge Music Club
Jeneba Kanneh-Mason

7.30pm on Saturday, 4 May at Big School, Tonbridge School.

Tonbridge Music Club is delighted to be bringing to the town a member of one of the most well-
known musical families in the UK today — pianist Jeneba Kanneh-Mason. Following in the footsteps
of her brother, Sheku, the cellist and her sister, Isata, a pianist, Jeneba is starting to make a name for
herself as well. Jeneba is already captivating audiences with her ‘maturity in performance and
interpretation’ (Fraser)

The third of the Kanneh-Mason family to establish herself as a soloist, Jeneba will perform for us a
wonderful programme of Scarlatti, Chopin, William Grant 5till and Prokofiev. This is a concert not to
be missed.

Jeneba’s career in music is already impressive. She recently made her BBC Proms debut with the
Chinekel Orchestra, performing the Florence Price Concerto and was complimented by the press as
“demonstrating musical insight, technical acuity and an engaging performing persona.” (Music
OMH).

She has won several music competitions in the UK and Europe and was a Keyboard Category Finalist
in the BBC Young Musician of the Year 2018. Recent and forthcoming highlights include debuts with
the Philharmonia, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and the BBC Philharmonic.

She has toured extensively in Europe with Chinekel and in 2022 embarked on tours of Australia, the
USA, Antigua and Barbuda with her siblings. She will soon be making solo debuts at prestigious
London venues including the Wigmore Hall and St Martin in the Fields, as well as in Europe.

Tickets are selling fast. So, if you would like to come to the concert, and are not already a TMC
member, please go to our website www.tmc.org.uk where tickets can be bought. Alternatively, call
01732 364204,

We look forward to welcoming you to a wonderful evening of music.
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Community Archaeology In Speldhurst

Geophys Survey on The Rec

In 2023 a small archaeological investigation was undertaken at a
property in Barden Road at Speldhurst. With expectations of finding little
more than a few rusty nails or the odd bit of Victorian willow pattern
pottery a small test pit was opened up in the back garden. However one
of the very first objects to be pulled from the hole was a fragment of
Romano-British ‘Colour Coated Ware’ — a rarity in these parts. This was
followed by even older material in the form of a Mesolithic stone tool,
taking the story of human activity back many thousands of years! With
such an encouraging start several more test pits were opened up across
the garden area and the dig was joined by members of West Kent
Community Diggers (WKCD).

Over the course of several weeks dozens of artefacts were
excavated giving a very broad picture of settlement activity at
Speldhurst. Not only were more fragments of Roman pottery recovered
but also lron Age, Saxon, Saxo-Norman and late medieval. The entire
assemblage represented clear evidence of just how long people had lived
in Speldhurst. It was also noted that early potsherds, from the Roman to
Norman period were the first to be found in our part of West Kent.
Examples of such are currently on display at Rusthall library.

Following on from the initial research a geophysical survey was
undertaken at the nearby recreation ground just a few weeks ago. This

14



was carried out by West Kent Archaeological Society (WKAS) and
supported by several local volunteers on the day. Whilst the results were
inconclusive they did show some areas of potential interest and
additional surveys may well be planned in the near future.

In 2024 local people are encouraged to take a closer look at what
might be hidden under their own back gardens. The opening up of small
test pit, no more than 1m x 1m, may well reveal an array of ancient and
significant finds that add to the story of Speldhurst. Indeed the village is,
historically, far more important than many may realise. Not only was it
the parish centre for many hundreds of years it also marks the eastern
limits of the ‘Somerden Hundred’ — a medieval area of administration.
With new finds pointing to a very long history to the village, the story
can only get bigger and better!

For more information contact:

Nigel Stapple at wkdarchaeology@gmail.com or
Ed Langridge email: edlangridge@yahoo.co.uk

Romano-British Late Neolithic
Colour Coated Ware Orthoquartzite Scraper
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A delightful poem written and read by Lynne Bungay at the funeral of her
father, Brian Murphy on 11 March.
My Dad
Everyone will want to applaud you
not just for being an amazing man,
but for once silencing your loud daughter
a miracle only you can.
49 years ago I met you
back then a much younger lad,
no idea the wonderful life ahead
was going to be given to me by our Dad.
You cradled me through whooping cough
Asthma, chicken pox and broken bones,
you made us the best seaside picnic
followed by ice-cream in wafer cones.
Weekends swimming, followed by breakfast
at Granny Ellis or just staying in,
a grafter hard working man, any competition
for the Worlds best Dad you'd win.
The older I became realization hit
of this man I was in complete awe
I was going to love this man forever
head to toe right to his core.
You taught me to ride my bike
even more bravely drive your car
we will miss your perfectly folded tissues and bank notes
and you counting your loose change into your jar.
When you smiled your eyes would twinkle
they would light up your entire face
I'm going to miss what I called your piggy grin
It made my life a happier place.

Sitting here confused, shocked and broken
finding time to smile of memories and things,
I can hear you say, nothing is broken forever,

I'll fix it, our Dad the Super glue king.
Knowing I'm never going to hear you say
"I'm not going to argue with you" or "permission to speak”
I guess I'm going to have to take life day by day
and eventually week by week.
So just before I let you go Dad
Thank you doesn't seem enough to say,
as your daughter my final promise to you
is I will try to make you proud everyday.
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Egg in the Hole Technique — AKA Everyone Loves Tomatoes (don’t they?)

Who doesn’t love a tomato? And until they get blight — which is the bane of outdoor
tomatoes. And who doesn’t also enjoy growing them?. They are so easy and rewarding.

Kids love them too, especially the picking. If grown in grow bags or pots, they don’t take up
much space.

For a little variety and intrigue this year, I’'m going to use the ‘Egg in the Hole’ technique.
Basically, this involves planting the tomatoes as deep as possible, even removing leaves to
do so up to the crown of the plant, placing an egg in the bottom of the hole and planting the
tomato on top. This is how it’s supposed to work:

1. Planting deep takes advantage of the adventitious roots (roots that form from non-root
tissue) which means they have the ability to grow more roots along their stems at any point
where the stem is buried. So burying deep encourages a larger, stronger root system.

2. Burying an egg in the ground acts as a natural fertiliser that slowly diffuses nutrients.

Apparently - in contrast to seeing an egg shell disintegrate with difficulty over the course of
several months in a compost bin - an egg disintegrates very well inside the ground. Making a
slight crack in the shell will help this process. Slowly but surely the egg will start to decom-
pose and release essential nutrients.

This natural fertiliser is supposed to be excellent for cottage garden vegetables and
tomatoes. It is claimed that everything in eggs that is good for humans is also good for
vegetation. An egg yolk is a gold mine of nutrients and calcium from the egg shell is a
brilliant natural fertiliser for anything that grows.

Therefore, plants have everything they need to grow quickly by developing good healthy
roots. What is more it is also supposed to help prevent plants from developing ilinesses.

So, I'm going to give it a try.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook page where
we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers & Gardeners and
the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755. Hope to see you

there.

Rob Kyte
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A Letter from
St Mary'’s

May 2024
Dear friends,
I’'m writing this article at the beginning of April and the heavy rainfall, and gen-
tle showers of the past months are continuing. The only difference is that it is
slightly warmer, and the sun is shining - sometimes! Our lives can be a bit like
the weather, can’t they? We can be moving along peacefully, minding our own
business, when crash, bang, wallop suddenly something happens to rock our
peaceful lives and we wonder if we will ever return to that peaceful state again.
| have had a few storms in my life, more like raging tempests, but since going to
church and when | started teaching, | found Jesus. |then had someone | could
depend on whatever else happened to me. It didn’t mean | had a protective
storm coat around me protecting me from ever being hurt or attacked again,
but it did mean | had someone to restore me to peace once again. Life in Speld-
hurst is okay, isn’t it? It’s more than okay if you compare it to other parts of our
country and more especially to the trouble spots around the world. When you
see the horrific scenes of violence and battles on television or in the newspa-
pers, does it make you wonder why God doesn’t do something about it - or
doubt even more His existence? BUT God isn’t like that. We aren’t like puppets
only moving when our puppeteer moves us. God has given us brains to think
for ourselves and sometimes, or a lot of the time, we get it wrong. In biblical
times the people looked to prophets to tell them if things were going well or if
they had to change their ways. Now we have politicians - and | won’t say any-
thing about them! However, God is always there to watch over you and to lis-
ten to you if you want to talk to him.
| hope as you read this that the weather is getting warmer, and you might be
thinking about summer holidays or just sitting in the garden relaxing. I’'m looking
forward to our Cub Camp in May and am already praying for warm weather and
no rain, but | also know that whatever the sky throws at us we’ll have a fabulous
time.
Karol x
kleeves@hotmail.com
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May 2024

5th May
10am Morning Worship with Holy Communion

12th May
10 am Morning Worship

19th May
8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10am Morning Worship with Holy Communion

26th May
10 am All-Age Worship

6 pm Evensong

Baptism
7th April  Georgia Elisabeth Pottow

The Church Office can be contacted on 01892 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Nature Waich

May is for me when things really get going in the natural world. Most of sum-
mer migrants will be here - Swallows, Nightingales and various Warblers - will
we hear the cuckoo in Speldhurst this year? Early May is the best time to go
out early and hear the dawn chorus. Shadwell woods and Bullingstone are
good places to hear the birds singing and the Bluebells should still be flowering.

Butterflies such as Orange Tip in grassland and Speckled Wood are around
woodland edges and glades and both can be seen in gardens along with the
Holly Blue. If a blue butterfly is seen flying along hedge and tree lines in gar-
dens it will be a Holly Blue, Holly trees with their evergreen prickly leaves is a
food plant for the Holly Blue, the caterpillars eat the flowers in the first genera-
tion and the second generation eat the Ivy flowers in the autumn. The Holly has
red Berries much loved by the Thrush family in winter. It is a very good hedging
plant and will grow in shady corners. The wood is very white and even grained
and can be stained to look like Ebony. When grown in a woodland it is often left
by the woodsmen when coppicing as it was said to be unlucky to cut one down.
Dandelions are giving a wonderful show again this year. The name comes from
the French “dent de lion” which means Lions tooth. This refers to the jagged
edges of the leaves.

Some of us reach for the weed killer and some see them as very important
spring flowers. The flower heads are made up of around 200 individual florets,
which close at night and during bad weather. As one of the first sources of nec-
tar and pollen they're popular with Solitary Bees, Honey Bees and Bumblebees.
They're also enjoyed by Pollen Beetles, Hoverflies, and butterflies like the Pea-
cock and Comma. The seed heads are called Dandelion clocks and children en-
joy blowing on them and watching the seeds on the tiny parachutes float away.
Birds like the House sparrow and Goldfinch like to eat the seeds. The leaves can
be used in salads and have lots of vitamins, calcium, iron,

magnesium and copper. When | was a lad, a lady in the village where | used to
live would pay me for collecting the flower heads so she could make Dandelion
wine. They can also be made into a honey-like syrup, which | have never tried
but the wine was very good.

Alan Ford
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST
PARISH COUNCIL s

4% BUCKLE UP: AN UPDATE FROM OUR HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 48
There is no doubt that road safety is an issue in our parish, and we often
hear from concerned residents who would like to see more done to
address the problem. Here is an update on what we are doing to help.

Who makes the decisions about Highways?

Firstly, Highways are the responsibility of Kent County Council (KCC),
meaning that only they have the authority to make decisions and
implement traffic-calming measures (traffic-calming can be anything from
a speed reduction to a mini-roundabout or a double yellow line).

However, we work hard to press KCC to make improvements. In recent
years we have successfully lobbied for reduced speed limits (including 20
mph zones), village ‘gateways’, and parking restrictions at unsafe junctions
like the recent installation of double yellow lines at Ferbies/Langton Road.
We have a Highways Improvement Plan that uses the accident and
speeding data we gather to prioritize road-safety ‘hotspots’ in our villages
and informs our approach to KCC. Here, we face two main challenges.
Firstly, Government cuts to local authority spending mean KCC now has
very limited funds for highways. Secondly, the process of agreeing and
implementing improvements is labour-intensive and slow-moving.

We won't give up

Despite these challenges, we are determined to keep working on behalf of
our communities. We have recently secured KCC agreement to maintain
and upgrade some highway signs but know that won't be enough. For this
reason, we are arranging on-site meetings with KCC Design Engineers to
investigate what is possible in terms of traffic-calming. We have also
encouraged the police to carry out speeding enforcement sessions and
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC) to tackle illegal or dangerous
parking. We will continue to chase - see our Highways Committee meeting

minutes: www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov. uk.
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Additionally, we have used our budget to install Speed Indicator Displays
(S1Ds) across the parish, produce signage, and support volunteer
Speedwatch groups in Langton Green, Old Groombridge, and Speldhurst.
We are also working with our primary schools and KCC to help create safer
walking routes to school.

Speedwatch - how can you help?
Our statistics show Speedwatch
sessions really can reduce speeding
when regularly undertaken, so if you
can volunteer, please register at the
Speedwatch website:
https://communityspeedwatch.org.

We hope this update has been helpful. Get in touch if you have specific
guestions about what we are doing to improve Highways in your village.

@] NEWS IN BRIEF [§
The 2024/25 Precept: You will now have received your council tax bill,
showing the amount to be paid to the parish council (called the precept).
An explanation of this year’s precept is on our website under ‘Finance’.
3G Pitch Planning Application: You can still comment on the application
for a 3G pitch to be installed adjacent to Langton Green Rec. TWBC advises
the earliest its Planning Committee will consider this application is June.
Visit https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/ and use
reference number 24,/00235/FULL to search for the application.
Good News: KCC tell us they have mended the Shadwell Wood boardwalk.
We have also worked with the landowner of the footpath at Went Farm to
replace some damaged stiles with accessible metal gates.

PUBLIC MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME
Full Council Meeting (Annual Statutory meeting) Tuesday 7" May, Palmer
Room, Langton Green Village Hall, 7.30pm.

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL

» Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513

# 0Or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

# For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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RECYCLING - WHY SHOULD YOU DO IT AND WHAT DOESIT o R
MEAN IM SPELDHURST PARISH?

Plenty of statistics support a continued effort to recycle: -

“Recycling stops tonnes of waste being buried in landfill. In the
UK, recycling saves about 10-15 million tonnes of carbon emissions a
year, the eguivalent of taking 3.5 million cars off the road”.

In short, it is definitely worth recycling as the impact of not doing it is
probably creating a bigger environmental impact than you think. There is
always more we can do!

There is a plan that one-day bins will all mean the same thing for every
council across the UK, but until then many of us may need a reminder of
what each of our bins can and can’t take. Incorrect recycling can result in
spoiled loads and an increase in what ends up in landfill.

We have had a few bin changes over the past years, and what goes in each
bin can be a mystery from one council to the next. SO if you are new to the
area or need a refresh on what goes in your array of bins read on!

GREEN BOXES - PAPER/CARD RECYCLING

IN THE BOX....

& MNewspapers, supplements, magazines, catalogues, leaflets, flyers

o Cardboard, egg boxes, cereal boxes and corrugated cardboard etc, paper,
envelopes, greeting card

o Gift wrap (non-metallic/glitter) — tape removed from boxes and wrapping

NOTIN THE BOX....

& Glass, plastics, and cans —these go in your brown bin now

& Padded envelopes
Tetra food and drink cartons — there is no facility for recycling tetra locally
atthe moment

& Card etc with food products or grease — pizza boxes cannot be recycled

& Metallic gift wrap

WHY SHOULD ¥YOU BOTHER?
One of the most significant benefits of recycling cardboard is that it reduces

the volume of waste sent to landfill. By recycling more cardboard, less ends
up in landfill which thus lessens the damaging effects.
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TALL BROWN BIN

IN THE EIN....

Glass bottles/Jars — any colour

& Aerosols —empty

& Clear or coloured plastic bottles

Food tins & drinks cans

Plastic pots/ftubs

Plastic food trays & punnets (NOT BLACK)

Aluminium foil & Foil food trays

& Allthese iterns should be rinsed

NOT IM THE BINM....

& Black plastic/flowerpots

&  Cling film or film lids from food packaging including crisp and biscuit
packets and bread bags, cat and dog food pouches

Plastic egg boxes

Tetra Pak cartons - there 15 no facility for recycling tetra locally at the
moment

Other kinds of glass (Pyrex, drinking glasses, window glass)

o (3as canisters or cylinders

L= -

o

-]

L]

L]

NO PLASTIC BAGS

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE RINSED AND PLACED LOOSE IN THE BIN - DO NOT
LISE PLASTIC BAGS. Local supermarkets have plastic bag recycling; they do
not get recycled in our bins. If we recycle with our plastics in a plastic bag,
then this can spoil the load which is ultimately a waste of time for everyone
with everything ending up in landfill.

WHY SHOULD YOU BEOTHER?

Recycling helps to reduce energy usage and means we are less reliant on raw
materials; it takes 75% less energy to make a plastic bottle using recycled
plastic compared to newly made plastic. Metal is endlessly recyclable, and a
tin can be recycled and back in shops in as few as 60 days!
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FOOD CADDY/FOOD RECYCLING BIN

IN THE BIN....

& All cooked or raw leftover food - no packaging

& Including Dairy products (Cheese), eggshells, tea bags, coffee grounds,

meat, fish and bones, fruit and vegetables, leftovers including pet food,

bread, cakes, pastries, rice, pasta, beans

When lining your kitchen caddy, use newspaper, paper bags or

compostable bags (look out for the SEEDLING logo)

& If using compostable bags, please do not tie the top as it takes longer to
compaost

MOTIN THE BIN....

& Plastic bags!

L]

WHY SHOULD ¥YOU BOTHER?

Any of these, when left in with general waste, can cause one of the biggest
issues for our environment. When wasted food goes to a landfill, the
nutrients in the food never return to the soil. The wasted food rots and
creates pockets of methane, a powerful pollutant greenhouse gas. We are
all conscious that methane is a by-product of agriculture, but landfill is also
one of the main sources of methane in the UK - and this is largely down to
food rotting in pockets instead of being recycled.

Far more information about our local recycling facilities and variety of bins, visit:
hitps:/ftunbridgewells. gov.uk/bins-and-recycling

Produced by the Environment Working Group, Speldhurst Parish Council

-
e
Sl ilbarst

Parish Council

25



SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scott 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers' Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mary's Church Rector
Administrator Rachael Foster 861187

Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 863362
Shop & Post Office Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601
Walking Group Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH: Mon-Thurs & Sun midday to 10-00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm.
01892 338549

GP: Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Dispensary: Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (vilage hall): Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop: Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.0opm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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. THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
Louise Renton BEAUTY SALON
MICHT MHFST ITHHT VTCT SPELDHURST

Pilates teacher DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT

PILATES OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

CLASSES SANA S|\{||TH-T|L|.EI
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN BABTAC, City and Guilds
Phone 07732 632944

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107 Email sana.st@btinternet.com
lou.renton@btinternet.com Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free PREMIUM HOME CARE
Assessment

We provide peace of mind to families by b
empowering older adults to live
independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

« Dementia Care

* Post-Hospital Care

amoracare.co.ur( | e Yol

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR ADVERTISING
Contact: Eric Roughley

Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222
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Institute of

Liemd] Local Will Writing Service IS OUT

LELLl We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

%  cauwourtocaLseeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANNING
www.ekwlegacyplanning.co

Sarah
Rusthall : Clifford

Dental Practice _' complementary
therapist

Maintain your e e peca
teeth for life... St e

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
* Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 Wb DF Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please call to discuss/book

07769 975132

somdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

o
% : o
,‘
‘ Il

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR

01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
07436564897 or 07399064695

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health Insurance Companies

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU\
Book online

WWW. ail'pOIT—C ar-services.co.uk

bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE
WILLIAMS

07970 898 441
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

KIRSTY’S S{ YOGA

/

Yoga for Everyone
Small group classes
In my Speldhurst garden studio
www.kirstysyoga.co.uk
07748 644689

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK
01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL
Accountants and Bookkeepers
Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

MAN

EL / TE WHATSAPP / EMAIL
07704 122070
SEFHOMEIMPROVEMENTS@OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED « NO JOB TOO SMALL

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: info@phoenica ul

'el: 01892 862248

W noenca . uxK a ASSOCIATE




o BENY

Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):‘:hlt ;::;'I',lmwl" Y4 lacquered. 20 years experience.
i' ITI‘-IU)UI:I installations ‘ 78t Margaretls Road,

: B East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 — http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC - ' Lz
PRIVATE TUITION BY =
QUALIFIED TEACHER HANNAH

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
) 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
B CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

Pilates Teacher

Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Howrr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

%os

(I
NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B9, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN20AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805086
EMALL nick coin@mother-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be ropossassed If you do Not Kesp up rePAYMEnts ON your Mortgage.
* Mcthe Goom L1 2 e mpprartnct rucrasertztue of Fret Corples L34, which is mrhormed ard raqusnd by th F o Conduct Authorey
We charge « fee Wmuﬁmwn:mﬁm:wmdm—ﬂm.

Tt

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - Brian Tasker




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




