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Welcome

Dear Readers

Our cover photo this month was taken by Becca Pate, thank you for sending it to
us. There are many local lambing events this month where you can learn more
about lambs and sheep farming.

Whilst many gardeners might be frustrated by the wet weather, it’s good to hear
that is has been beneficial for the toads and newts trying to cross the road at
Bough Beech. For a full update on the Toad Patrol read Alan’s Nature Watch.

Closer to home Julie Pinnell is launching a series of crafting evenings at her
house. They sound really fun and you can find out more and follow Julie on
Instagram #giftsbyjuliep.

Following the closure of the nursery at the Village Hall there is more availability
for bookings than previously, so if you know of a club or activity looking for
space then please share the details with them.

The spring flowers around the village have been beautiful this year and the birds
are nesting. I wonder if the new nest boxes in the Pocket Park have attracted any
residents yet?

Wishing everyone a very Happy Easter!

Best wishes

Judith

On behalf of Speldhurst News Editors:
Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the May 2024 edition should be sent before 10th
April 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files
preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel
news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will
not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for
any work or tfreatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of
freatment. All arficles & inclusions should be sent as a word document atfachment. The
editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance

Mondays

Mon
8th & 22nd

Wednesdays
17th & 24th

Sat 6th

Thurs 18th

Mon 29th

Sat 15th

April

Library
2-4.30pm

Bumps & Babes

Praise & Play

Penshurst Farmers’ Market
Blackham Village Market
Penshurst Choral Soc. Concert
Village Hall AGM

(George and Dragon)

Crafting with Julie

Annual Parish Meeting
(Speldhurst School)

June

Village Fete
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News & Announcements

O g T gl
What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in March

As I write spring is well underway. The birds’ song in the morning is getting
earlier and earlier, the daffodils are magnificent and there are even signs of
bluebells emerging in the woods around the village.

Bumps and Babes, the coffee mornings for new Mums meets fortnightly on a
Monday from 10.30 meets on 8™ & 22™ April this month. Message Jenny if
you are interested in joining this group.

Praise and Play, the St Mary’s Toddler Group meets in the church every
Wednesday during term time. We begin again after the Easter holidays on
Wednesday 17" April. We’re there from 9 — 10.30am, so feel free to arrive
when you can. We always start with free play and a craft, then gather about
7 10am for a story and some songs before we enjoy our refreshments.

o

g Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or

< know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 01892 541200

‘Tf or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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SPELDHURST LIBRARY
Mondays
2-4.30pm

Speldhurst Library is part of the Kent Library
Service (the last surviving library in Kent run by
volunteers) and the books are housed in the
committee room of the village hall. We are open
every Monday afternoon from 2pm - 4.30pm. We have fiction, non-fiction,
large print and children’s books. We look forward to welcoming you!

Pat Carter
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Speldhurst’s Post Office

Did you know we offer a wide range of services at our post office counter? Our volunteers
man the post office and are always there to help you with whichever services vou need. We
obviously provide all the Roval Mail and Parcelforce Worldwide services you need. A lot of
our postal services can be purchased or ordered online, but then processed in branch. You
can buy postage for your parcels and then just drop them off with us over the counter.

Here’s a reminder of some of the other services we provide:

¢ Everyday Personal & Business Bankir
&3
Cash Withdrawals
Cash Deposits

Cheque Depasits

— Mails

Drop & Ga
Parcelforce Exprass Services

DPD - Buy in Branch

DPD - Orop off and collections a m azo n
1

Pay Bills and Top Up
The Post Office are mnning a competition!
Visit www postoffice co.uk for more
details

Pay Bills and Top up

) . | Win £5000 with
Foreign Currency - Euros fovailable Post Office TravEI
Money Card

Travel Money Card



Are yvou going on holiday this summer? Kids off overseas with school, or on a gap yvear? We
do Travel Money cards and an excellent selection of Travel Insurance products.

Our Travel cards can be preloaded online with any currency. They are super useful for
sending the kids off on their school trips abroad too. You can even top them up from home
for them to use wherever thev are. The exchange rates are competitive and the cards are very
easy to use, working as a debit card all over the world.

Why get a Travel Money Card?

¥
Carry up to 22 currencies Accepted in over 36 Manage your card with

safely million locations our travel app

A choice of travel insurance to suit you

Wz hawe different types of cover for whetever yow have plenned. And wee consider all medical
condtions

| )

Single-trip Travel Insurance Annual Multi-trip Travel Backpacker Insurance>

COur Travel Insurance policies are excellent. Kids (under 18s) can be covered af no extra cost
on our Single-trip and Annual Multi-trip policies.

Our Post Office is a vital part of our community shop. Every time you use any post
office service we benefit from fees and commissions. So always remember to use us We
look forward to seeing vou at the counter soon!



A message from the J'E

Speldhurst .* 'l

Village Hall ’T‘ﬂf&ﬁf
Management Committee

We share your sadness about the recent closure of the nursery especial-
ly after working so hard with them to try and keep it open.

We see the nursery as an integral part of Speldhurst life and are already
exploring alternative provision as we are very keen to find a new set up
for the village.

We would love to welcome your thoughts and opinions at our AGM meet-
ing on the 18th of April 2024 at 19:45 at the George & Dragon pub.

In the meantime the Hall space is open for new meetings and classes
and we look forward to seeing Speldhurst stretch into new ventures after
Easter.

Hall Availability

With new availability during the daytime, the committee invites users old
and new to contact us to book the space to expand, start-up, or explore
fresh groups, classes and meetings in our wonderful Hall - this is your
opportunity!

Please email Rachel at speldhurstvillagehall@gmail.com
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MAKE YOUR OWN HEART
TRAY ¢ COASTER

Where is it?
Kent cottage, Barden Road,
Speldhurst TN3 OLE

What time?
7.30pm - 10pm

i3

How much does it cost?

£40 - which Includes 2.5 hours of tuition, a glass
of wine and some nibbles. And of course you
get to take home your creation - a heart shaped
tray with a seascape theme, plus a couple of
coasters to match - worth over £50 on ETSY

How do | book?

Contact Julie - call 07917 606542 or
emaill - juliepinnell@gmail.com
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: )\ GLASS PAINTING D¢

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JULIE
ON 07917 606542 ORIG) #GIFTSBYJULIEP
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lackham Village Market
SATURDAY O6TH APRIL
10.00Am TO 12.30PM

Coffee/Jea & Cakes served from 10qm

Lots of (ovely produce for sale: homemade
pasties. cakes. scones. free range eqgs. bread. bivd
food. honey. handmade craft items and (ots move

SEE YOU THERE!

A .

Penshurst Choral Society

Saturday 6th April 2024
Concert starts at 6.30pm

St John the Baptist Church
Penshurst, TN11 8BN

Haydn: Te Deum & Kleine Ogelmesse

Howells: The House of the Mind
Please join us for a wonderful evening of music.

You can get your tickets here:
https://event.book it bee.com/47575/
Penshurst-choral-society-spring-concert-2
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FARMERS MARKET
AT PENSHURST

Come to Penshurst Farmers Market this April for
all the best local seasonal food and drink

Spring has arrived at the Farmers market this month. The
clocks have gone forward, the grass is growing strongly and,
after a very wet and windy market last month, hopefully we’ll

have some dry weather to enjoy in the great outdoors.
There's plenty of choice for whatever you want to eat, from
glorious fish and seafood up from Hastings, locally reared
meat and wild game to jams, chutneys and honeys, cheeses
and pies. And last month The Village Bakery at Groombridge
joined our existing bakers so we now offer traditional breads
and rolls alongside sourdoughs and breakast pastries .

Don't forget to bring your kitchen knives and garden tools
to be sharpened by our Knife Ninja ready for the new season
in the garden; buy new season’s flowering spring bulbs and
shrub from Low Wood Nursery to get into the ground now.
Parking is plentiful, free and close by. Families and dogs are
welcome.

Find us on Facebook Find us on Twitter and Instagram

WWW kfma.org. uk/penshurst
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One Year of Seeding — Seven Years of Weeding

A wise and rueful gardener’s saying on the ‘dangers’ of allowing weeds to grow
and seed themselves. It is also a very old saying with references going back to
the 1860°s.

Anyway, what it also indicates is that in the gardens and on our allotments, we
don’t stand a chance. I read the other day, an awe-inspiring but rather depressing
statistic, that a hectare of land can contain as many as 555 million weed seeds in
it’s top 15cm — that’s as many as 55,500 weed seeds in each m2 in our gardens.
And they are being replenished every year.

But all is not lost. There are things we can do. Annual weeds can be kept in
check by hoeing, hand-weeding and mulching — which is my particular favourite
approach on the allotment. The grass clippings of just about every lawn cut goes
to the allotments for mulching.

Perennial weeds however present more of a challenge and I am not sure there are
many solutions other than to laboriously dig them up one root at a time.

In survey after survey weeding is rated as the most disliked activity in the gar-
den. It’s a season-long requirement which many of us tackle badly with little
done to prevent an infestation around growing plants where weeding must be
performed most carefully. And generally, we tend to wait until the weeds are
truly an eyesore.

The general care and cultivation of plants requires the full attention of the gar-
dener, with both eyes constantly open for unwanted pests and diseases and both
hands employed in the tasks of feeding, weeding, training and pruning.

But...no matter how clever we are, there is no way of completely protecting our
plots and gardens from weeds. We just have to live with them. And if we are
clever or prepared to widen our diets, there are a number of beneficial and nutri-
tious uses for weeds — they are not necessarily the outlaws of the plant world.
But more on that another time.
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i) Speldhurst CEP School News [

When I paid a Governor’s visit to School this term, I found there was a
much more popular visitor that morning - a beautiful black labrador
called Gus and his owner Speldhurst resident Min Flemmington. The two
of them volunteer through the Pets4 Therapy charity where Gus was as-
sessed for his suitability after Min sadly lost a much older pet which had
been a therapy dog. “I just put Gus’s name down with the charity — never
imagining that he would be suitable — he’s still a young dog” .

There’s no doubt he is one of the most chilled, intelligent and empathetic
dogs I've ever met and even slightly apprehensive children enjoyed strok-
ing and cuddling him. Indeed his visits have such a positive impact on the
children, that the School is hoping to open up the visits to pupils as part
of a reward scheme.

All the years I have been involved with Speldhurst (both my daughters
attended) , it’s been a happy school with the wellbeing of the pupils at its
heart and links with other schools, both primary and secondary. This
term year 4 pupils from Empire class spent an exciting afternoon at Tun-
bridge Wells Grammar School for Girls (TWGGS) as part of a music
event. Together with multiple other primary schools, they played lots of
different songs on the recorder creating a beautiful symphony.

TWGGS has always had a reputation for its music. Certainly, there’s little
doubt that the encouragement and opportunities the school gave my
daughter Charlotte Andrew started her on the road to a professional mu-
sic career. From her first tentative performance playing Danny Boy on
violin at Speldhurst school’s end of term concert to Jazz singing at
TWGGS, performing with local bands and playing in classical concerts,
she has always loved music. It’s not an easy life, lots of hard work, com-
mitment and disappointments but one which has opened up the world for
her. Some of you in the village may know her by her stage name Charley
Blue after her success on the Voice and more recently she appeared on TV
again as Taylor Swift in Starstruck.
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She’s now taking her singing/violin playing act as a guest performer on
cruise ships. Over the past year ,she’s set foot on all seven continents dur-
ing her travels — and this Christmas and New Year was in Antarctica for
two months - performing six nights a week but spending the days with
penguins, whales and seals! She’s about to fly out again to join a cruise
ship on its way to Sri Lanka and I'm going to join her — how lucky am I?

Sara Andrew Communications Governor.
15



EASTER BISCUITS

Ingredients
2254 plain flour

100g butter or block margarine
100g caster sugar

1 egg (beaten)

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Apricot preserve

Icing sugar, food colouring and
decorations

Method

Beat the butter and the sugar together until light and creamy
Gradually add the egg and the vanilla

Now continue adding the flour until a dough is formed

Chill

Rolland cut into desired shapes

Bake for 10-15 mins at 180 deg C.

Melt the apricot preserve

Mix icing sugar into a dough and rollout and make shapes
Cool the biscuits then paint on the conserve and stick on shapes and add
decorations

Eat and enjoy!

* & & 6 O 6 O oo

<>
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7th April

10 am All-Age Worship with Communion and Baptism
14th April

10 am Morning Worship

21st April

8 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10 am Communion

28th April

10 am All-Age Worship

6 pm Evensong

Baptism

25th February Reya Naomi Friday

Funeral and Burial in Churchyard

8th March Mary Clarke

11th March Brian James Murphy

The Church Office can be contacted on 861187 or
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Normal office hours: 9 am to 12.30 pm
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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A Letter from
St Mary'’s

April 2024

Dear Friends,

The POWER of Forgiveness
Forgiving someone who has hurt you is notoriously difficult. It’s much easier to
seek revenge and to say things like, “I'll get you back for that”. Other phrases
spring to mind such as “don’t get angry, get even.” Or we try to take the moral
high ground and put off forgiving someone by insisting they say sorry first be-
fore you will get around to forgiving them.

The trouble is this approach only does you more harm.... Lots more harm...

It can make us angry, although we tend to squash it down inside so that it’s
not always on show.

It can make us bitter and the more there are that we haven’t forgiven the
worse that gets.

It takes up headspace as we hang on to the issue(s) and we start to live
more in the past than we do in the present.

With all that anger and bitterness inside it can make us ill, physically or men-
tally.

Forgiveness is deciding in your heart to let go of the past; it is wanting to be free
of that person who caused all the pain, heartache and grief; it is being prepared
to forgive them again and again until the pain subsides.

It does not mean approving of what someone else did.

It does not mean pretending that evil never took place.

It does not mean making excuses for other people’s bad behaviour.

It does not mean justifying evil so that sin somehow becomes less sinful.

It does not mean overlooking abuse.

It does not mean denying that others tried to hurt you repeatedly.

It does not mean letting others walk all over you.

It does not mean refusing to press charges when a crime has been com-

mitted.
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It does not mean forgetting the wrong that was done.

It does not mean pretending that you were never hurt.

It does not mean that you must restore the relationship to what it was be-
fore.

It does not mean that you must tell the person that you have forgiven
them.

It does not mean that all negative consequences of sin are cancelled.

If you totally forgive them and release them you will be set free. It will make
such a powerful difference in your life.

| wonder if you had this bible reading at your wedding, ‘Love is...’

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

I’'m always happy to talk about this with anyone who has questions but for now
| pray that God will bless you as you forgive.

Sheila
sheilaperkins123@gmail.com

BRITISH SUMMER TIME

Begins on Sunday 31st March - clocks Spring forwards an hour.
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NATURE

WATCH

As I write this in early March we are in the middle of our yearly Toad Pa-
trol at Bough Beech and all over Kent, run by the Kent reptile and Am-
phibian group [KRAG]. So far we have helped across the road 101 Toads
mostly males, the females arrive later. 105 Smooth Newts and 10 Great
Crested Newts, as yet we have not seen any Frogs on the road. Unfortu-
nately 2 of the G.C.Newts had badly damaged tails. All our 3 species of
Newts belong to the salamander family and are capable of re-growing lost
limbs within a few weeks, including toes and tails allowing them to sur-
vive being attacked from birds, mammals and certain fish when they are in
the water. The reason we rescue them from the road is they are often run
over by cars etc. We find the largest numbers of Toads etc. on very wet
nights with a temperature of 10+ degrees C. Great fun!

The Blackthorn is always the first
native tree to bloom in the spring,
unfortunately with all the heavy rain
it has not shown its best this year ,I
hope enough pollinators have man-
aged to fertilize the flowers otherwise
we will be short of sloes for the sloe
gin.

Now is the time of year to plant new flowering plants, perennials now and
annuals at the beginning of May, look for flowers that are good for our in-
sects of all types Bees, Butterfly and Moths.

I have just heard of a Robins nest with young in the village, it must have
started nest building in the beginning of February.

Alan Ford
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUMNCIL

It's been a busy year for the parish council,
l and we would love to tell you about it at our
- Annual Parish Meeting. Meet us in person,

ask about what we do and hear updates on

ANINUAL the projects we're involved in, including the

Speldhurst Chapel Project and Langton

PARISH Community Hub.
MEETING From our online media channels to council

Hﬂlﬂl,.lﬂﬂ\' meetings — open to all residents —and articles

29TH APRIL in the village magazine, we try to share

o important information with as many

SPELDHURST residents as possible. But we can't always
PRIMARY SCHOOL

reach everyone, so, we want you to see this
meeting as your chance to find out more —for example:

7 What are we doing to tackle road safety? What is our role in local
planning matters?
7 What about the environment? And how can you get involved?

Join us from 7 pm (when drinks will be served) for a 7.30 pm start and
prepare to have your gquestions answered.

PLANNING APPLICATION FOR A 3G PITCH AT LANGTON GREEN
We have been busy this month hearing residents’ views about the
application Langton Green Football Club ({LGCSA) has made for a 3G pitch
to be installed adjacent to Langton Green Rec. As we write, the application
is still open for comments from the public; to read it and comment, visit
the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC) website:
https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
using the reference number 24/00235/FULL to search for the application.

Please note that although we have commented, the parish council is not
the decision maker for this application - TWBC's Planning committee will
decide at an upcoming meeting (date to be confirmed) and will be pleased
to receive residents’ views on the proposal until the meeting is held.
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HOW TO STAY UP TO DATE WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS

You may have seen our message about planning
applications in last month's magazine, however,
after feedback from residents who wers
unaware of the recent 3G pitch application for
some time, we feel it's worth repeating.

TWEC no longer notifies you if a neighbour
applies for planning permission. Here are two
things you can do instead to stay informed
about new applications near you:

1. Look out for planning site notices posted on nearby trees, posts, and
fences (be aware, these fliers aren't always posted in the most visible
places and can also come loose and fall off).

2. TWEC posts all planning applications on their website, and you can sign
up for motifications about the applications closest to your address here:
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/applications/notifications

Do you have a neighbour who is housebound or not a regular internet
user? Do tell them if you think an application could affect them. We
encourage everyone to engage with parish planning applications - whether
to oppose or support, you should know how to have your say.

There is usually planning information in TWBC's Local magazine tog;
hopefully, you've had the Spring edition through your door. And, of
course, you can always contact us with your quastions.

REMINDER — BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ELECTIONS Rusthall & Speldhurst ward
elections take place on 2™ May. More info. at https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/

PUBLIC MEETINGS — EVERYOME WELCOME
Full Council 7.30 pm, 8% April, Ashurst Village Hall
Annual Parish Meeting 29* April, Speldhurst Primary School, 7 for 7.30pm

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL

¥ Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513

# 0Or email clerk{@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

# For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov. uk
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RECYCLING - WHY SHOULD YOU DO IT AMD WHAT DOES IT o

MEAN IN SPELDHURST PARISH? W

Plenty of stafistics support a continued effort to recycle: -l

“Recycling stops tonnes of waste being buried in landfill. In the
UK, recycling saves about 10-15 million tonnes of carbon emissions a
year, the equivalent of taking 3.5 million cars off the road”.

In short, it is definitely worth recycling as the impact of not doing it is
probably creating a bigger environmental impact than you think. There is
always more we can do!

There is a plan that one-day bins will all mean the same thing for every
council across the UK, but until then many of us may need a reminder of
what each of our bins can and can’t take. Incorrect recycling can result in
spoiled loads and an increase in what ends up in landfill.

We have had a few bin changes over the past years, and what goes in each
bin can be a mystery from one council to the next. 50 if you are new to the
area or need a refresh on what goes in your array of bins read on!

GREEN BOXES - PAPER/CARD RECYCLING

INTHE BOX....

o MNewspapers, supplements, magazines, catalogues, leaflets, flyers

o Cardboard, egg boxes, cereal boxes and corrugated cardboard etc, paper,
envelopes, greeting card

& Gift wrap (non-metallic/glitter) — tape removed from boxes and wrapping

MOT IM THE BOX....

& (lass, plastics, and cans —these go in your brown bin now

o Padded envelopes
Tetra food and drink cartons —there is no facility for recycling tetra locally
atthe moment

& Card etc with food products or grease — pizza boxes cannot be recycled

& Metallic gift wrap

WHY SHOULD ¥OU BOTHER?

One of the most significant benefits of recycling cardboard is that it reduces
the volume of waste sent to landfill. By recycling more cardboard, less ends
up in landfill which thus lessens the damaging effects.
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TALL BROWN BIN

IN THE EIN....

Glass bottles/lars — any colour

& Aerosols - empty

& Clear or coloured plastic bottles

Food tins & drinks cans

Plastic pots/tubs

Plastic food trays & punnets (NOT BLACK)

Aluminium foil & Foil food trays

o Allthese items should be rinsed

MOT IN THE EIN....

o Black plastic/flowerpots

& Cling film or film lids from food packaging including crisp and biscuit

packets and bread bags, cat and dog food pouches

Plastic egg boxes

o Tetra Pak cartons - there is no facility for recycling tetra locally at the
moment

& Dther kinds of glass (Pyrex, drinking glasses, window glass)

(Gas canisters or cylinders

e R

e

e

2

MO PLASTIC BAGS

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE RINSED AND PLACED LOOQSE IN THE BIN — DO NOT
LUSE PLASTIC BAGS. Local supermarkets have plastic bag recycling; they do
not get recycled in our bins. If we recycle with our plastics in a plastic bag,
then this can spoil the load which is ultimately a waste of time for everyone
with everything ending up in landfill.

WHY SHOULD YOU BOTHER?

Recycling helps to reduce energy usage and means we are less reliant on raw
materials; it takes 75% less energy to make a plastic bottle using recycled
plastic compared to newly made plastic. Metal is endlessly recyclable, and &
tin can be recycled and back in shops in as few as 60 days!

24




FOOD CADDY/FOOD RECYCLING BIN

INTHE EIN....

o All cooked or raw leftover food - no packaging

& Including Dairy products (Cheese), eggshells, tea bags, coffee grounds,

meat, fish and bones, fruit and vegetables, leftovers including pet food,

bread, cakes, pastries, rice, pasta, beans

When lining your kitchen caddy, use newspaper, paper bags or

compaostable bags (look out for the SEEDLING logo)

& If using compostable bags, please do not tie the top as it takes longer to
compost

NOT IM THE BIN....

o Plastic bags!

-]

WHY SHOULD YOU BOTHER?

Any of these, when left in with general waste, can cause one of the biggest
issues for our environment. When wasted food goes to a landfill, the
nutrients in the food never return to the soil. The wasted food rots and
creates pockets of methane, a powerful pollutant greenhouse gas. We are
all conscious that methane is a by-product of agriculture, but landfill is also
one of the main sources of methane in the UK - and this is largely down to
food rotting in pockets instead of being recycled.

For more information about our local recycling facilities and variety of bins, visit:
hitps:/ftunbridgewells.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling

Produced by the Environment Working Group, Speldhurst Parish Council

=
Sl il bwarst
Parish Cammicil
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show Alan Ford 863276
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mary's Church Rector
Administrator

Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Football
Walking Group

Andrea Burgess 861187

Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599

Nick Burgess 863362

Jo-Anne Dekker 863158

Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154

Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303

Miranda Hawkins 863601

Brian Shilling 07940 013135

Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Mon-Thurs & Sun midday to 10-00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm.

01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-é6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm:; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm:; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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. THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
Louise Renton BEAUTY SALON
MICHT MHFST ITIHHT VTCT SPELDHURST

Pilates teacher DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT

PILATES OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY

CLASSES ' |
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN BABTAC, City and Guilds
Phone 07732 632944
01892 863075 Mob 07788663107 Email sana.st@btinternet.com
lou.renton@btinternet.com Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free PREMIUM HOME CARE
Assessment

We provide peace of mind to families by
empowering older adults to live
independently at home.

Personal Care
Companionship
Dementia Care
Post-Hospital Care

amoracare.co.u
4

nspace, experienced qualified teachers, free parking,
ind a fun and structured curriculum.
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service Is Our

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?
and Probate.

- caLLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANN ING

Sarah
Rusthall | Clifford

Dental Practice _' complementary
therapist

Maintain your g e
teeth for life...

Microsystems Acupuncture with Healing

Facial Acupuncture | NADA GB Trainer
+ Teeth whitening Eco Shamanic Practitioner
Meditation Teacher
Ayurvedic Dosha Diagnosis
Ayurvedic Marma Massage
Ayurvedic Head & Face Massage

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

* Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
MO Free Estimates
o3 wo DE Fully Insured
G

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please call to discuss/book

07769 975132

somdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

' @
% : o
"
‘ Wt

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR

01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens
07436564897 or 07399064695

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Groombridge
Osteopathy

BEN PARKER BSc (HONS) OST MED
AND ASSOCIATES

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

The Old Bank . Station Road
Groombridge . Nr Tunbridge Wells . TN3 9QY
tel: 01892 864000
www.groombridgeosteopathy.co.uk

Evening & Saturday appointments available
Accepted by Health C i

G

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

WWW. ail'pOIT—C ar-services.co.uk

bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE
WILLIAMS
DESIGN

07970 898 441 * ww
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd WELD DONE
QU

VAS Welding, Metalwork and

Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist Neil Davies on:
All Makes Welcome Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Service and Repairs Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
Local Vehicle Collection April Cottage, The Lane,
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

01892 530840

K Jarrett [Est 1981] KIRSTY’S Sﬂ ( VOGA

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions Yoga for Evervone
Tel: 01892 861799 g v
Small group classes

m. 07814298069 _, . PIRET
email-Leeds59@aol.com In my Speldhlu st garden studio
www.kirstysyoga.co.uk

or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk 07748 644689

/

FOR HEDGE CUTTING OGE
and MOWING MAKING TAX DIGITAL
and a” ho_use and garden Accountants and Bookkeepers
AN r;f:_ "J:el';_? nBCfACK Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA
01580 200010 ot s sog
07743 472055 Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com

Website: astonsteele.business.site

/ (@) PHOENICA
S i

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN

DESIGN APPRAISAL
LOC:-AL HANDYMAN PRODUCT SOURCING

Email: infol@phoenica.c k

07704 122070 I'el: 01892 862248
SEFHOMEIMPROVEMENTS@OUTLOOK.COM o iihasnl L e SRS
WWW o Heca Uux

HATSAPP /7 EMAIL

FULLY INSURED « NO JOB TOO SMALL
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Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):):hll‘ ;::;M”d“'”“ _ lacquered. 20 years experience.
i’ nlhnmu:n installations ‘ 7St Margaret's Road,

" S East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 - http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC -
PRIVATE TUITION BY '
QUALIFIED TEACHER

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
" 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
L H. CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

N

<

< 7 o= -
— 7
= 77 <

Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

oirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall

01892 521295
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LET US HELP FIND
YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES & LIFE ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER
BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE

tos

NICHOLAS COFFIN cemar

MOTHER GOOSE MORTGAGES LTD
UNIT B8, SPELDHURST BUSINESS PARK, LANGTON ROAD, SPELDHURST, TUNERIDGE WELLS, KENT TN30AQ

TEL 01892 862534 - MOBILE 07867 803121 - FAX 08452 805086
EMALL nick_colin@mother-gocse.cauk - www.mother-goose.couk
« Your home may be repossassed If you do Not Kesp up rePAYMENts ON your Mortgage.
* Mother Goom Lt in e mpprartn raprasertabn of Fret Cormplete L3, which is mhormed ard ragusted by the Frascs Conduct Authorty
*We - advice of L3 M of - . The e il -
charge & fes for monigege betwwen 0% and huﬁzm:w enact wrount charge

on the emount of resseech

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - Becca Pate




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




