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Welcome

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the September issue which is packed with news from an update on
the amazing work going on to bring the Chapel project to life with the Post Office
set to move into its new home by 2025 (see pages 6-7 and how you can help).

Special mention to the Speldhurst School drama club for putting on a
performance of “Oliver” with all proceeds donated to the Chapel project. What
a tremendous gesture—well done to everyone involved.

John Fitzsimmons is also looking for help for the churchyard’s annual tidy-up—
with details on page 5.

Good luck to all those starting a new school year or going off to university
soon—we wish you well.

This is my last issue editing the Speldhurst News and | would like to thank all
involved in putting together this magazine—it has been a great privilege working
with you all over the last 7 years, especially my co-editors Maria & Judith.

Over and out!

Sara
News Editors: Maria Turner, Sara Turner, Judith Malim

Please remember that copy for the October 2024 edition should be sent
before 10th September 2024 to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word,
Publisher or pdf files preferred. Thank you.

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours fo include articles in addition to village, church and chapel
news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will
not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for
any work or tfreatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of
freatment. All arficles & inclusions should be sent as a word document atfachment. The
editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance
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News & Announcements

What'’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in September
! Bumps and Babes is a group for Mums with babies up to 18 months old

- which meets fortnightly on Monday mornings in each other's homes. After
/ our break in August, we start up again on Monday 9th September.

7 If you are looking for a social group in the village for under 5’s, especially as

! we currently don’t have nursery provision in the village, Praise and Play, the
- St Mary’s Church Toddler Group, is the place for you. We meet weekly, in

/ term time, in the church on Wednesday and Friday mornings. The Wednes-

. day group will run from 9.30-11am starting on 4th September and the Friday
7 group from 9-10.30am starting on 6th September. We'll have a craft, some

! time to play and a short story and song time as well as giving the little ones a *
- chance to ring the church bell, which they absolutely love. So do come :
/ along. All are welcome.

© From September we will ask for donations for refreshments.

- For more information about either of these groups, especially if you are new -
7 to the village, contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891 318123 or at
I jenny50fitz@gmail.com

SPELDHURST NEWS
EDITOR REQUIRED
Would you like to be part of a team of Editors who voluntarily produce this
magazine? If you have an interest in the community and would like to get
involved please contact either:

Maria 01892 863394/07753 322550
Judith 01892 864268/07966 024860

We would love to speak with you and explain more about the role



Hi to all churchyard strimming enthusiasts, past, present and future. Here is my annual
call for assistance.

As most of you already know, part of the churchyard grass is left uncut during the year
as a nature conservation area and the grass is only cut once in the autumn.

Last year spreading the strimming work over a longer two week period with smaller
groups worked well, so the plan is to do the same again this year with two Friday/
Saturday sessions the first on 13th & 14th September and the second on 20th & 21st
September.

I will arrange for Anthony Hare’s trailer to be there for the second session for loading
up. Previous week’s strimmings will be piled near the Barden Road gate to load the
following week.

The grass is very thick this year but lately its has been dry and easier to cut so I've had
a go already and may add another earlier strimming date in nearer the time to get
ahead of the game, if that suits some of you.

We have 2 church strimming machines and PPE but if you have any useful additional
tools of your own which you can bring (strimmer, rakes, shears, barrows, gloves, lop-
pers, secateurs) that would be useful.

Refreshments will be provided.

If you are able to help for a few hours, please confirm your availability by phone or e
mail which will then help me to put a rota together (see contact details below).

Your efforts in past years have been very much appreciated and make a big difference
to our churchyard tidiness also helping to reduce maintenance costs, so | look forward
to seeing you there for as much time as you can offer.

Many thanks
John Fitzsimmons for St Mary’s Church

jejmfitzsimmons@hotmail.com
07814 412984


mailto:jejmfitzsimmons@hotmail.com

UPDATE ON CHAPEL PROJECT
Community Share Offer

THANK YOU , THANK YOU to all of you who have chosen to support the
Community Share Offer. Both existing and new members of the Community
Benefit Society have made a magnificent effort on behalf of this worthy cause
by raising just short of £150k.

Since then much has been done behind the scenes to fulfil the requirements to
enable the purchase of the Chapel by the Speldhurst Parish Council.

We are also very grateful to the Elba Foundation who have now paid to the
Community Benefit Society their pledged funding of £228k, which leaves us
just shy of our preferred total of £400,000.

The Community Share Offer is still open should you wish to participate, it is
not too late. It was necessary to set a deadline of July to establish speedily
whether or not this project could succeed, and as has been proved the Shop and
Post Office is very much still needed, so come and join ..... You will be wel-
come.

Our partners, Speldhurst Parish Council are progressing towards the purchase of
the Chapel.

Builders are currently putting together quotes, an application for planning per-
mission is in and we’re hopeful to have this project actually under way shortly.

We have an in-principle agreement to an extension to the lease at the current
premises until December 2025 so if all falls into place, we should be able to
plan for a smooth and brief transition when we relocate to the Chapel in 2025.

Now to you, the people of the village. Our team has worked tirelessly to get us
this far. Whilst some of the formalities are now in the hands of others, we
would like to ask:

Can you help?

We are looking for extra pairs of hands to be available to help with all manner
of tasks. We are not asking for huge amounts of your time, but if you are will-
ing to assist we need you.

For example .....

Communications: This can be anything from posting info through doors, to
putting entries on Facebook or Instagram.
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For those who don’t use social media, we need a monthly post in the Speldhurst
News and a few notices posted in various spots throughout the village just to
keep people informed.

Gardening: You may have noticed that the Chapel grounds have been given a
hair-cut recently. We need people who are happy to put in a little time to help
keep the gardens tidy until we break ground, to do a bit of clearing as and when
the weather permits.

Research: There will come a time when some research will be required, for all
manner of things. If you don’t mind trawling the internet or making some
phone calls on behalf of this project, you may be the person we want.

Fundraising: As already mentioned, our preferred total for fund raising is
£400,000. This will enable us to comfortably achieve our goal of delivering the
project with bells and whistles. If you do not wish to become a member, but
wish to raise funds to assist this project, do tell us your ideas. Every penny
counts, as shown by the Drama group for Speldhurst School, who put on a pro-
duction of Oliver and all tickets receipts were donated to this project.

Clearance: We need volunteers to help remove some of the unwanted items
from the chapel and either take them to a charity shop, sell them or take them to
the council tip. There may also be other instances when we would like to call
upon those with appropriate vehicles to help with moving items for this project.

If you would like to be involved, even if you are not quite sure how yet, please
give your name and email address or phone number to the Village Shop, stating
Volunteer Help. Someone from the Committee will then be in contact. Don’t
forget, you are not signing up for anything more than you may wish, but we
would be extremely grateful for your enthusiasm and assistance.

We are also always looking for volunteers to come onto the Build Committee
as well. If this is of interest, again do let us know by popping into the shop
with your name, email or telephone number.

We are getting there ....

Debs Cambridge
Chapel Project Build Committee



LIFEBOAT COFFEE MORNING
Please put SATURDAY 19th OCTOBER in your
diary!

This is the date of our annual coffee morning to
raise funds for our lifesaving work at sea, on
rivers and inland waterways and on beaches.

We will have Lifeboat Christmas cards, calendars =
and diaries for sale, together with our usual
souvenirs and gifts. We will also be selling cakes,
books, toys and a very fine selection of Bric a
Brac. There will be a tombola and lots of
colouring and activity sheets, badges and other
freebies for our younger visitors.

Please come and see us from 10 am until noon and enjoy free tea, coffee and
biscuits.

Jan Pierce

Thank you from the Village Shop

Last Friday the Speldhurst Shop staff and volunteers wished our fabulous shop
manager Jo-Anne Dekker, not a good bye, but a “see you later” Jo -Anne is changing
her career and is leaving her full time post at the shop, to start a new career in a school
in Tunbridge Wells. However, she is not leaving us entirely. Jo-Anne will be taking on a
role in the shop on Saturdays, and will also be volunteering on the Build Committee for
the move to the Chapel. Jo-Anne has already spent many hours working with the
committee and they are delighted that she is still very keen to offer her skills and
expertise in delivering our new premises.

e
& Jo -Anne was presented by Julie with a gift and
flowers, before leaving for Scotland on a well
deserved holiday. We wish her well and will
welcome her with open arms when she returns
in a couple of weeks.

-\ Speldhurst Village Shop




OLIVER

A huge thank you to the Drama Club from Speldhurst School who performed
Oliver at the end of the summer term in aid of the Village Shop Chapel project.
| was so impressed by the confidence of the young performers and thoroughly
enjoyed it.

Their generosity just demonstrates how much the village shop is appreciated
and their ticket takings were very gratefully received.

Thank you.

Debs Cambridge
Speldhurst Shop Chapel Project Committee



e————————a

| Fete Logo Design I
I Competition! |

__________J

The Speldhurst Fete Committee is pleased to open a new competition to design a logo for
our Summer Fete.

All residents of the village (of all ages and talents) are welcome to submit an entry.The
winning logo shall be used in our future publicity and advertising across the village and
online.

Submissions can be made digitally to Speldhurstf8@pmailcom or physically to
17 5t Mary's Lane. The designer’s name and contact details must be submitted alongside
entries.

The logo may include the words *Speldhurst Village Fete” or may be wordless.

1st Prize:
Your logo adopted by the Fete, Free entry for you family,
25 Grand Draw tickets, and Unlimited Bouncing!*

2nd Prize:
20 Grand Draw tickets and Unlimited bouncing*

3rd Prize:
10 Grand Draw tickets OR Unlimited bouncing*

30 30 3

Deadline:
Monday 4th November

The smallprint:

Digital submissions should be set at 300 dpi.

The Committee will not be able to return submissions once entered.

The Committee may make adjustments to the winning design, or replicate for sizing purposes.

For copyright purposes, the winning design shall become the intellectual property of Speldhurst Fete
Committes in perpetuity.

*All prizes are capped to a “family™ of 5 (any 2 adults, and any 3 children) and limited to Speldhurst Village
Fete, 21st June 2025 ‘Bouncing’ is each child's choice of all-day access to the bouncy castle or assault course.
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c@.ﬁFTS
All workshops held

here in Speldhurst

NORTHERN

SEn,,
LIGHTS ‘ 7

S5 EOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
JULIE ON 07917 606542 OR
EMAIL- GIFTSBY JULIEPIGMAIL.COM

11



Speldhurst Book Group

Formed in Dec 2022 the Speldhurst Book Group meets once a month in the
Village Hall library on a Monday afternoon, on this occasion the normally
rather quiet library becomes a place of debate, chatter, opinions, laughter and
literary discussion. Since the beginning, we have read a wide range of novels
(and tackled some poetry), from authors including Amor Towers, Michael
Frayn and lan McEwan. We have discussed some classics, Middlemarch, and
some

modern prize winners, Demon Copperhead and Lessons in Chemistry. Each
book has given us much to talk about and our chats about plots, characters
and settings have revealed a lot of interesting stories about each other too, all
this happens with much laughter, good cheer and fun. Rusthall library kindly
provide support by collating our chosen books and we thank Speldhurst library
too for hosting us each month.

Happy Reading!

Jane Bamgbola

ARAH WINMAN

(17" DEMON COPPERHEAD

ICHAEL FRAYN of» =

AYOBAMI ADEBAYO —




Nature Watch

Now is the time that birds are starting to think of migration back to their winter
quarters. Due to climate change some that migrate are tending to overwinter, it is a
changing world. The first birds to go are swifts after breeding. There has been a much
larger number of records of swifts at Bough Beech nature reserve this summer. It looks
as if the weather has caused a big drop in insect numbers making them return to feed
over the reservoir. Standing on the causeway when it’s quiet the swifts would fly over
the road at head height and quite close.

In the village we have a shortage of House Martins this year. There are normally two
nests close to me but none this year. There have also been few swallows. | am sure that
this is due to the weather being wet and cold when they arrived which made them go
elsewhere. It's not only birds that move this time of the year, but the foxes are also en-
tering a dispersal period. After young foxes get to an age where they can look after
themselves, they are kicked out by Mum and Dad to find their own territories before
the breeding season next year. Dispersal helps them make sure they can find enough
food in the winter, stops inbreeding and helps to find a mate. This is when several
young foxes get run over. If they survive their first winter, they have a good chance of a
long life.

The Butterfly of the year for 7
me so far is the Gatekeeper :
with up to 10 seen together “'
in the garden. They have 2
white dots in the black spot
on the wings that makes the
difference between them
and Meadow Browns and are |
often seen around field gate-
ways hence the name.

Alan Ford
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Speldhurst
Parish Council

NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL
l—r': The Speldhurst Primary School end-

of-year service is one of Councillor
Paul Curry’s favourite occasions as
Parish Council Chair. It is when he
presents our Jubilee award for
‘Olympic Spirit’ to a pupil or pupils
who have achieved something
remarkable by contributing to their
community, raising money for
charity, or overcoming a challenge in
their life. This year the award went
to Amy Willis and India Lucas.

This summer Amy and India put their
love of running to good use and took
part in the Pretty Muddy Kids 5k in
Maidstone, in aid of Cancer
Research. The girls wanted to
challenge themselves and raise

S : 4% money for a charity that helped save
the Ilves of so many of their close family and friends. As well as running,
they had to take on a series of muddy obstacles, including commando
crawling under nets, and climbing giant inflatables. They finished the
course in under 40 minutes and raised over £400 for Cancer Research.
Congratulations, Amy and India — we hope you are as proud of yourselves
as your family, friends, and school must be!
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 ADVICE ABOUT BONFIRES

Residents have asked what can be done about neighbours who light
bonfires on fine weather days during daylight hours. If you are bothered
by a bonfire at a neighbour’s property, you can ask Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council for advice by emailing ghadmin@midkent.gov.uk

Before you do so, bear in mind that the GOV.UK website says local
councils can only act against a resident lighting bonfires if they believe the
smoke counts as a statutory nuisance that “unreasonably and substantially
interferes with the use or enjoyment of a home or other premises or
injures/ is likely to injure health.”

We also encourage residents to follow this guidance from TWBC:

"If you are bothered by a bonfire...approach your neighbour and explain
the problem...they may not be aware of the distress they are causing...if
you find it difficult to approach your neighbour you may get advice from
West Kent Mediation Service, who can help resolve neighbour disputes. If
this fails, please contact us."

PURCHASE OF SPELDHURST CHAPEL

The parish council is in regular
contact with Speldhurst
Community Shop to discuss and

, agree on next steps following
their successful fundraising
efforts. We are also in regular
dialogue with the owners of the
Chapel property and the purchase
remains on track.

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME
7.30pm, Monday 2™ September, Speldhurst Village Hall.

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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'@J Speldhurst CEP Primary School News '@,:'

September — and the start of a new school year at Speldhurst. | hope you have had a
good summer break and enjoyed the Olympics. It’s inspiring to see the elite athletes
pushing themselves to the limit both physically and mentally to aim for Gold.

Closer to home we have our own sporting ‘heroes’ — four intrepid dads — Damien, Doug,
Owen and Ed - who embarked on a gruelling 100km walking challenge across the South
Downs to raise money to support Speldhurst School’s counselling and wellbeing pro-
gramme. On Friday June 21%, the fathers of reception children in Pippin Class, set off
from Arundel at 4.30pm. It was a
sunny afternoon, but the good
i weather wasn’t to last as they

. trekked overnight through very
wet, cold and windy conditions
o to complete the first leg of the
;E“””’"S & journey, reaching the 50 km

> mark in the Plumpton area by
breakfast time. Then with blis-
ters patched and warm again,
they continued the second half
of the walk. Sadly, Doug had to

r
ok
L

23

g

drop out at the 62km mark after succumbing to
a knee injury picked up in training. The other
three arrived at the finish line in Eastbourne on
Saturday night, having been on the move for 27
hours 30 minutes and walking 120,000 steps
each. The team said of the experience “We’ve
been completely overwhelmed by the support
we’ve received from the village and entire
school community. The wellbeing and counselling programme is a vital service, we're
just pleased we have been able to do our bit to continue to fund it for our children.”

L LT, so, the QR code below is still active and will take you to a fund-raising
'°:-'.lr'-'.'jn site to leave a donation.
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;'% visited Speldhurst's allotments to learn from locals about

“ what they're growing, how they go about it and what the
benefits are. They were even allowed by one gardener to pick
some broad beans - yum!

} Another
school visit
last term was to Sevenoaks Wildlife Re-
serve. It was a gorgeous sunny day and
Year 4 children in Empire class took part
in many fun and educational activities.
They waded into the river to measure the
depth and velocity of the water and en-
joyed pond-dipping to discover many
exciting insects and aquatic creatures.

Meanwhile back in the classroom Year 3

in Bramley class had a chance to re-cap their learning from earlier in the year on Romans
with a visit from Gabby of English Heritage who is based at Lullingstone Roman Villa. She
brought in lots of interesting artefacts from Lullingstone and the children had to work in
teams to try and discover what each of the artefacts would have been used for, impressing
both Gabby and their class teacher Mr A V-T with their knowledge and perception.

And finally, Speldhurst Primary School Orchestra got the chance to show off their musical
skills in the annual orchestra workshop at Skinners School. The event has been going for
13 years and is a wonderful opportunity for children to play in a much larger orchestra
with pupils from other schools. Over 70 children took part from 10 local schools and after
a day of rehearsal, they gave a concert to an enthusiastic audience of parents and carers.
Many thanks to Yvonne Smith who
runs our school orchestra and took
the children to this special event.
And that is all for this month dear
reader. You can probably tell that
whilst recovering from a broken
shoulder I've watched too many box
sets — including episodes of the ro-
mantic historic drama Bridgerton!!

Sara Andrew Communication Gover-
nor




A Letter from St Mary’s

“IT’S BETTER TO EAT KEBABS WITH FRIENDS THAN SALAD ON YOUR OWN”

The American TV show, “Friends” ran for 10 seasons. If you missed it, you could spend
the small matter of 5,191 minutes of your life catching up with the whole series. This
immensely popular sitcom is so well loved for several reasons [despite finishing in 2004,
it was still the favourite TV programme for young people in the UK in 2019], but at the
heart of it is the sheer power and dynamism of friendship.
In the words of Christian poet Phil Knox:

We’ve got computers for a fiver,

Cars without a driver.

We’ve got louder, faster, further, more,

A bigger network than ever before,

But we need friends.
Friendship is one of the best things ever created. It is a building block of society. It helps
prevent conflict and riots and [as we've seen recently in our own country] it brings peo-
ple together to help clear up the mess created by violence. Friendship has a huge im-
pact on our mental health, wellbeing and happiness but many of us feel lonely or suffo-
cated by the pressure of life. In John’s Gospel Jesus referred to his followers as
“friends”. He said, “You are my friends if you do what | command. | no longer call you
servants because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called
you friends.... This is my command that you love one another.”
Friendship is not about the number of contacts you have on social media. It is a cele-
bration of how profoundly good it is to know and be known and a reminder that in the
age where we are only a few clicks away from anyone else on the planet, that the pur-
suit of deep, close relationships with a circle of friends really matters.
We ache to connect and be connected but close friendship does not just happen by
accident: it takes a conscious effort. Here at St. Mary’s, we aim to push back against the
relentless spread of individualism and isolation and build a village community built on
relationships. At our Sunday services and throughout the week in our network of Home
Groups we invite people to be welcomed into life-enhancing friendships.
To find out more please visit our website or contact reviohnp@outlook.com.
That poet again,

May we raise our game and drop our cover,

Invest our energies in one another.

May we still be there when the rain starts to fall,

And [in Jesus] accept the most important friend request of all

Because we need friends.

September 2024 Rev John P
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September 2024

St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | 5t. John's Church, Groombridge | 5t. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

1% September
10 am

1lam

8'" September
10 am

1lam

15 September

2am
10 am
Bpm

22" September
10 am

1lam
& pm

29" September
10 am

Big Church Camping Weekend at Speldhurst School Field for 5t
Mary's, Speldhurst
Matins at 5t John's, Groombridge

Summer Services: Morning Worship at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst
Holy Communion {BCP) at 5t John's, Groombridge

Holy Communion (BCP) at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst
Summer Services: Holy Communion (CW) at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst
Evensong at 5t Martin's, Ashurst

All-Age Worship at St Mary's, Speldhurst
Holy Communion (CW) at 5t Martin's, Ashurst
Evensong at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst

Holy Communion at 5t Mary’s, Speldhurst

11lam Harvest Festival at 5t Martin's, Ashurst

Funerals:

20™ August Laurie Trayling at 5t Mary’s, Speldhurst ‘ﬁ
Internment of Ashes =
19 July Dorothy Margaret Smith at St Martin’s, Ashurst é{.;ﬁ;g
12" August Iris King at St Mary's, Speldhurst

12" August Patricia Felix (Lofty) at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst

Weddings

2 August Joshua Hillman & Charlotte Bartholomew at 5t Mary's, Speldhurst

The Church Office can be contacted on 01892 861187 / 07960296027

or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
See our website: www speldhurstchurch.org

5t Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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To Read, not to Read or to Dig

There must be as many motivations for gardening, growing your own fruit and vegeta-
bles or any activity in our gardens and allotments as there are gardening books — which
means thousands.

There may be some common motivations i.e. creating an open leisure space, eco-
principles, organic grow-your-own ambitions — though being self-sufficient and living the
“Good Life” is hardly attainable with anything less than a small-holding.

And it seems that for just about every motivation, there is a source of information with
packed with advice and with detailed information on technique.

The trouble is that just about every book, magazine, radio and / or tv programme pro-
vide us with huge amounts of information advising us what we need to do in our garden
—why, when, where how ... to the point that it can become an overload and
overbearing.

If we pay too much attention to the experts, we’ll never stop, and gardening will no
longer be “fun”. One of the first things we often do — and we see recommended in
books — when taking on a plot is to dig it.

A good dig over can be a good idea as it breaks up the soil and allows the removal of
roots from perennial weds. However once completed, just watch the weeds grow back
again.

Having been an allotment holder for some years, | have seen a lot of holders come and
go. Perhaps the problem is that we tend to create a lot of work for ourselves, and this
can become overwhelming.

So not only can the initial dig be back-breaking effort, but it is followed by the need to
constantly weed. Leaving the plot for a while will result in a mini jungle that can be just
as hard to clear as it was in the first place. And the weeds will compete with the vegeta-

bles that have been planted.

So, as well as potential positive outcomes, digging also has its problems.
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If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook page
where we go into a lot of this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers & Gar-
deners, and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755.
Hope to see you there.

And finally:

If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit grow your own
food and save our planet, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892 862746.

If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening or horti-
cultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse @stepex.co.uk.

COME AND HAVE FUN AT OUR RACE NIGHT
AT THE SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL
AND HELP RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO
SUPPORT THE CHAPEL PROJECT

Tickets just £10 including your
first drink and nibbles

16 H November 7:30rPM

FOR MORE INFORMATION; SPEAK TO
MARTHA (07866 207068)
OR JULIE{07917 806542



https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755
mailto:kytehouse@stepex.co.uk
mailto:kytehouse@stepex.co.uk

SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scott 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show lain Fenn 864908
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers' Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mary's Church Rector
Administrator Rachael Foster 861187

Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 863362
Shop & Post Office Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601
Walking Group Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH: Mon-Thurs & Sun midday to 10-00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm.
01892 338549

GP: Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Dispensary: Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (vilage hall): Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop: Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.0opm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free PREMIUM HOME CARE ‘

Assessment

Today: We provide peace of mind to families by =

independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

« Dementia Care

* Post-Hospital Care

empowering older adults to live

amoracare.coﬂk‘ PR xe: il VIORA CAY

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall B
Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am

Fordcombe Village Hall
Mon 10:30am-11:30am

STILLYOGA

Contact
Alicia Sinclair

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am Booking essential 07900 347 870
Hildenborough Village Hall Class info: alicia@still-yoga.com
Tues 1lam-12pm www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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Institute of

Y= Local Will Writing Service MY OUT

We provide a Professional Will Writing Service

in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you. I
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types

of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to d ate?
and Probate.

- cALLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0800 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLAN NING

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
. FOR ADVERTISING
teeth for life...
Contact: Eric Roughley
- Teeth whitening Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

+ Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

* Smile makeovers

Phone: 01892 863222

- !
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

N Interior and Exterior Projects
T MO Free Estimates
S ey Fully Insured

Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please call to discuss/book

07769 975132

somdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

o
% : o
,‘
‘ Il

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR

01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in
) p

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise
Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,

07436564897 or 07399064695 Bidborough
TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue, THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
with quality home cleaning and FOR ADVERTISING

ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU
Book online

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator
07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE
WILLIAMS
DESIGN

07970 898 441 -
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

KIRSTY’S S{ YOGA

/

Yoga for Everyone
Small group classes
In my Speldhurst garden studio
www.kirstysyoga.co.uk
07748 644689

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK
01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL
Accountants and Bookkeepers
Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

MAN

EL / TE WHATSAPP / EMAIL
07704 122070
SEFHOMEIMPROVEMENTS@OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED « NO JOB TOO SMALL

(@) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: info@phoenica ul

'el: 01892 862248

W noenca . uxK a ASSOCIATE




o BENY

Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

[):‘:hlt ;::;'I',lmwl" Y4 lacquered. 20 years experience.
i' ITI‘-IU)UI:I installations ‘ 78t Margaretls Road,

: B East Grinstead, RH1g 3JH
01892 489028 — http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk 4 Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC - ' Lz
PRIVATE TUITION BY =
QUALIFIED TEACHER HANNAH

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
) 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
B CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

Pilates Teacher

Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Howrr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295

32



HENRY PAUL FU NERALS

CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

L FUNERAL PLANS FROA
ggiréieeral %g\ (Jolc en Chm ter

ng fo rLife \_~

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - From the archives




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




