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'.,;;;Welc:ome & Contents

Dear Readers - we hope this finds you well. Our
§ stunning front cover was generously given to us
by Garrington South East. The weather in
October can be very pleasant so my hopeful
choice of front cover reflects my optimism.
Plenty of news inside and don’t forget if you want to voice your news
or views, we welcome your emails at the address below.

Very best wishes

Maria

News Editors: Maria Turner, & Judith Malim

Please send emails before 10th October 2024 for the November Issue to:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.

Inside this month....

Diary at a Glance 2
What’s On 3-8,12 & 14
Borough Council Update 9
Speldhurst Chapel Project 10-11
Allotment News 13
Nature Watch 15
Speldhurst School News 16
Church Diary 18
Letter from St Mary’s 19
Speldhurst Parish Council 20-21
Clubs & Organisations 22-23
Advertising 24-32

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel
news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will
not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for
any work or freatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or undertaking a course of freatment.
All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment. The editors reserve



Diary at a Glance

Mondays

Mondays
Wed & Fri

Sat 5th

Thurs 10th

Sat 19th

Sat 9th

Sat 16th

Tues 26th

Sat 21st

October

Library
2-4.30pm

Bumps and Babes

Praise & Play

Blackham Village Market
Tonbridge Music Club

Poppies Workshop

Lifeboat Coffee Morning

November
Bonfire Night
Race Night
Winter Market

Sweet Trees Workshop

December

Community Carol Service

p-5
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Bumps and Babes, the coffee morning for Mums with under 2’s, meets this
' er’s homes, so contact Jenny for more details if you are interested in joining W
" this group or know of anyone who might be. ‘
~ For a chance to socialise with other Under 5’s families in the village, Praise and
i
', 11am and Friday from 9 - 10.30am. The children enjoy the toys, the ride-ons,

/ Everyone is welcome — Mums, Dads, Grandparents, et al.

7 Contact Jenny on 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com for more infor-

What's On

OO O OO O O
What'’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in October &

month on Mondays 7 th & 21 st October from 10.30am. We meet in each oth-

~ Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets in church every Wednesday from 9.30 —

' the craft, the singing and the story and the opportunity to ring the church bell. &
1

. We won’t be meeting in half term (30th Oct & 1st of Nov respectively).

mation

LIFEBOAT COFFEE MORNING
Please put SATURDAY 19th OCTOBER in your diary!

This is the date of our annual coffee morning to raise funds for our lifesaving
work at sea, on rivers and inland waterways and
on beaches. We will have Lifeboat Christmas
cards, calendars and diaries for sale, together
with our usual souvenirs and gifts. We will also
be selling cakes, books, toys and a very fine
selection of Bric a Brac. There will be a tombola
and lots of colouring and activity sheets, badges =
and other freebies for our younger visitors. ==
Please come and see us from 10 am until noon
and enjoy free tea, coffee and biscuits.

Jan Pierce



OVEMBER 16TH 2024 2-5PM
SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL

FREE ENTRY
RASCALS PIZZA
KIDS TRAIL
HOT CIDER
CAKES
STALLS
GIFTS
RAFFLE PRIZES
AND SO MUCH MORE!

COME AND HAVE FUN AT OUR RACE NIGHT
AT THE SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL
AND HELP RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO
SUPPORT THE CHAPEL PROJECT

Tickets just £10 including your
first drink and nibbles

16 TH November 7:30PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION; SPEAK TO
3 MARTHA (07866 207068)
i1 OR JULIEAO7917 806542)




ST MARY’s CHURCH

2024 COMMUNITY CHOIR CAR-

OL SERVICE

Date: 21°" DECEMBER
Rehearsals: Every Friday starting 8" November at
7.30pm
in St Mary’s
If you have a passion for singing, join us. No experience re-
quired and no auditions.
Contact: Heather Hughes: hhughes8dw(@icloud.com

o Blackham Vi(lage
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER
10.00Am TO 12.15Pm

Coffee/Jea & homemade cakes
served from10qm
Lots of (ovely produce for sale: homemade
pasties. cakes, scones. free range eqgs. bread. bird
food. honey. handmade craft items and (ots move




Yes, it’s SHOEBOX season
again!

Could you pack a shoebox (or two) this year?

Leaflets are available from St Mary’s or the Community Shop/Post Office, where
completed boxes can also be dropped off from the 11" - 16™ November.

Also, we are again looking for volunteers to help process the thousands of boxes
donated at our South East Processing Centre. Everyone is welcome,

whether for just 2 hours one day, or all day every day!
For more information please contact Julie Pinnell on jkp3306@gmail.com, or call
01892 863300 or 07917 606542
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AETS
All workshops held

here in Speldhurst

NORTHERN
LIGCHTS '7

swee~r No"
trees <6

" FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
JULIE ON 07917 606542 OR
H AT i O L)

Blackham Countr;’LPayeri;
Are delighted to present

THE GRAND CHAM'S DIAMOND WELCOME
(Then and Now)

. : | We’re very pleased

to welcome Joyce
to the village on
Penshurst Road.

st

Thursday 2; November Saturday 23 November — 7.00pm

Friday 22nd November — 8.00pm Special Gala Performance

In Collaboration with Blackham Village Hall

will include a 2-course supper to celebrate
the Hall's Centenary

Tickets £15

Tickets please contact Rich on Tickets contact Rich on 07579 210122
07579 210122 or Ruth on 07890 303791

Tickets £10 to include interval
nibbles




PROUDLY PRESENTS
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Borough Council update by Cllr Jayne Sharratt

In the summer [ was lucky enough to sit down for m %

a coffee with the editors of Speldhurst News in the [
George and Dragon. I say summer, but I walked
there through a torrential downpour and spent
much of my time dripping onto the stone floors
and hoping that my coat might dry a little before I
ventured out again. In many ways this feels like the |
story of the season - brief hopeful bursts of sun-
shine punctuated by an abundance of rain. It was
fantastic to chat to Maria and Judith about the
dedicated work they put into the magazine and the |
village, and they very kindly asked if I would write
something to introduce myself to the
community.

Thanks to the owner of this beautiful doggy—Jayne.

You probably know that Speldhurst is now part of a bigger Borough Council
ward, along with Langton Green, Ashurst, part of Groombridge, and Rusthall.
Three Councillors have been elected to represent this area and I am one of
them, alongside Cllr Matthew Sankey, and ClIr Alex Britcher-Allan. Alex and I
are very appreciative of the fact that you have been excellently represented by
Matthew for a number of years, and that he knows Speldhurst like the back of
his hand. We work collaboratively with Matthew and together we will always
put service to the community first.

A little bit about me - I live in Rusthall with my two children who go to
school locally. 'm the Editor of Rusthall Life and Langton Life magazines, and
I'm passionate about supporting families in the community - I campaigned
against the closure of the Children’s Centre in Rusthall and helped set up a
parent and toddler group. Since May, it has been a real delight to meet some of
you at Praise and Play in the church, the Village Fete, Parish Council meetings,
and out and about. I've still much to learn about the village, but what has been
most abundantly clear from the beginning is that you have a strong communi-
ty, and you look after each other — the Community Shop and Post Office pro-
ject is just one example of you getting together to do this.

For more information about what services the Borough Council provides, have
alook at the council website www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk — I would especially
recommend signing up to the weekly newsletter. If there is anything your
councillors can do to help you, please get in touch with any of us. You can con-
tact Matthew at matthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.cov.uk , Alex at alex.brither
-allan@tunbridgewells.gov.uk and my email address is
Jayne.sharratt@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
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Speldhurst Chapel Project — Update

Hello dear reader, I'd like to introduce myself as | will be keeping you updated in
the Speldhurst News over the coming months on the progress of the Community
Shop and Post Office and its move to a permanent home at the Speldhurst Chap-
el site. With the support of Speldhurst Parish Council and the village, the move
will be the beginning of a new chapter in the shop’s history.

So where are we with the Chapel project?

Funding — thanks to some additional generous support in recent weeks we
are now at £388,975, just a whisker short of our £400,000 target. We
are still accepting subscriptions to the Community Share Offer — please
contact us at speldhurstchapelproject@gmail.com if you would like to
help in this way.

Purchase of the Chapel by Speldhurst Parish Council (SPC) — drafts of the
lease between SPC and the shop Community Benefit Society are being
reviewed with the aim to finalise as soon as possible. Once agreed, the
purchase of the Chapel by SPC should be able to proceed.

Building works - We have received indicative quotes from 3 building firms
and are aiming to finalise the selection of a builder in the next month or
so.

Planning Permission — an application has been submitted, although we have
been advised that it requires the submission of a Biodiversity Net Gain
report before it shows as live on the TWBC planning portal. We are
working on obtaining and submitting that report as soon as possible.

All being well, the purchase of the Chapel will complete in the next couple of
months and work start on the Chapel in the first quarter of 2025.

A very big thank you to all of you who'’ve already supported the fundraising and
to the Parish Council who remain supportive to purchase of the Chapel using a
Public Works Loan Board loan. It’s wonderful to be able to keep such an im-
portant amenity which is much more than just a shop and Post Office. It is a so-
cial hub. Like many others, | never step inside without catching up with someone
| know.

My relationship with the shop goes back to the Great storm of 1987 when as a
young couple newly arrived in Speldhurst, my husband John and | had no power
or communication for nearly 10 days after the hurricane. The Carters who ran

the shop and Post Office at the time were very kind, giving us a small stove.
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It meant that we could boil a kettle for a drink or hot water bottle and heat up a
basic meal, a comfort in a house in darkness.

Later when my mother-in-law Helen moved from Stockport to the housing associ-
ation flats in Ferbies, she visited the shop almost every day as it was difficult for
her to get to a supermarket. Even then there was a limited bus service. In more
recent years when my husband developed early onset dementia, he maintained
some of his independence by walking up Barden Road daily to collect his newspa-
per and buy a chocolate bar or other goodie. Always he was treated with under-
standing, kindness and friendship.

After school my two girls would spend their pocket money on the brightly col-
oured loose sweets whilst on many occasions shop provisions saved me when |
was short of milk, sugar or baking ingredients or | had nothing for supper. There
are others who don’t have transport to get to a supermarket, who rely on the
shop. It's range of provisions is impressive and competitively priced — not to men-
tion the best bread | have ever tasted and if you fancy a treat, wonderful cakes
courtesy of Speldhurst’s very own bakers, Baketastic. The downside for my purse
is that | often go in for one or two items and come out with a bag full.

Since the lovely Anu retired five years ago and the community took over, the shop
has been staffed by our wonderful volunteers and paid managers. The shop and
Post Office couldn’t operate without them. There’s no doubt it is the beating
heart of our community. So please dear reader continue with your support —and
if you have any stories, any old photos or anything else you want to share let me
know by emailing us at speldhurstcommunityshop@gmail.com. Stories and up-
dates will be also shared on Instagram and Facebook.

Sara Andrew
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TONBRIDGE MUSIC CLUB
FIRST CONCERT OF THE NEW SEASON

The Fitzroy Quartet, Saturday 5 October, 7.30pm
Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul, Tonbridge.

A 4

As Autumn approaches, so does the start of Tonbridge Music Club’s 2024/25
Season. As always, there is a wide variety of top quality music to choose from
in our programme which starts in October this year and ends the following
June.

Tonbridge Music Club (TMC) was founded as a charity in 1962 with the aim
of bringing the highest quality music making to Tonbridge, thereby enriching
the town’s musical life.

Our musical events range from evening performances and coffee concerts by
some of the most recognised musicians on the scene today, to school-based
workshops and family concerts. By doing so, we hope to broaden the appeal of
live music-making for all ages and stimulate the rewards that live music-
making can bring. Our first concert of the Season demonstrates our commit-
ment to these principles. The Fitzroy Quartet, one of the brightest and best
young quartets on the current musical scene, bring insight, depth and energy to
their music-making. The programme includes familiar favourites and more
contemporary works, the highlight being the wonderful Debussy Quartet. De-
scribed as “engaging and responsive to the emotional worlds of each piece in
turn”, the Fitzroy Quartet was formed in 2015 whilst all four members were
studying at the Royal Academy of Music, receiving tuition from the Endellion
Quartet’s Garfield Jackson. In the years since their formation, they have won
many prizes and awards. Most recently, they are Tunnel Trust Award Winners
for the 2019/20 season as well as being chosen for the Cremona Quartet’s Le
Dimore del Quartetto scheme. Other prizes include, 1st Prize in the Cavatina
Intercollegiate Competition, 1st Prize in the Wolfe Wolfinsohn Competition, as
well as the Sir John Barbirolli Memorial Prize and the St Peters Eaton Square
award.

Much more about TMC can be found on its website, www.tmc.org.uk, as well
as information on how to book tickets or join as a member. Or, you may prefer
to call 01732 364204. Everyone is welcome to attend TMC concerts, both
members and non-members. For non-members, tickets for the Fitzroy Quartet
concert cost £20 for an adult and £5 for students and under-18s . Please note
that under-16s must be accompanied by an adult.
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Water Content in Fruit and Vegetables

I was watching a Charles Dowding video, He was planting cucumbers, as well talk-
ing about how to grow them. However, he said something really interesting — don’t
over water cucumbers because they don’t like it. Hang on, how can that be? Cucum-
bers must be almost totally water, so how come they don’t like it. You’d think they
would want plenty. But they I wondered, which fruit or vegetables have the highest
water content. Well, what is interesting is that it’s not fruit (per se). The fresh foods
with the highest water content are: Lettuce, up to 96%; Celery, up to 95%; Cucum-
ber, up to 95%; Bok choy, up to 95%; Radishes, up to 95%; Zucchini, up to 95%;
Watercress, up to 95%; Tomatoes, up to 95%. Cucumbers are beaten by lettuce —
which is no surprise and also, perhaps, the reason why lettuce tastes of virtually
nothing ie there is virtually only water in it. But all the same, up to 95% water is a
lot. And its just as well that plants are so much water because when and how to wa-
ter, and how much — especially in such wet conditions that we seem to have had this
year, can be a challenging matter. And Charles Dowding has something to say on
that matter too. Here is what he offers:

Plants are amazing for the way in which they tolerate a wide range of conditions.
Their growth depends on light levels, temperature, and moisture availability. The
last of these three is the easiest to manage. He continues to comment that if there is
not enough water, plants can go into survival mode. However, for vegetables, this
can also mean smaller harvests. He says that how much to water is our call, and he
comments that it can be a fun skill to learn, to observe plants and aim to give the
amount of water appropriate for each vegetable, the weather, and the harvests we
want. That seems like sound advice. However, what | have never found easy is to
figure out what my vegetables are telling me. How would I know if they have
enough, too much or too little water? Or even is the harvest quality is down to water,
soil fertility, soil condition, light, direction of planting, warmth, etc. So many varia-
bles. No wonder we often get it wrong and are absolutely delighted when the crop is
good — a matter celebrated during the harvest festival. If you are interested in these
topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook page where we go into a lot of this
type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers & Gardeners and the web address
is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755. Hope to see you there.
And finally:

If you are interested in acquiring an allotment and doing your bit grow your own

food and save our planet, please contact Mark Oddy on 01892 862746.
If there is any topic you would like to address relating to matters gardening or
horticultural, please send an email to kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.

If you would like to submit something for this article, please also email it to
kytehouse@stepex.co.uk.
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The Molyneux Almshouses at Rusthall

Recruiting New Trustees

The Molyneux Almshouses is a small charity, established in 1922, which pro-
vides social housing accommodation for people of limited financial means who
have long term connections with Tunbridge Wells. Our vision, as a charity, is
“to provide convenient, comfortable and secure accommodation to those in
need, within a friendly and supportive setting and the local community”.

Eight Trustees currently make up the Trustee Board and they are supported by
a part-time Administrator who looks after the day to day administration of the
Charity. A number of our current Trustees will be retiring within the next 6 to
18 months and we are looking for new Trustees to join our Board.

Our new Trustees should ideally be people from the local area who are in-
volved with the community, prepared to take responsibility for specific aspects
of the Charity’s work, can commit to regular meetings and activities, and will
bring experience to complement the existing Trustee Board. Good people
skills, the ability to communicate, and empathy, understanding and patience
are essential. Most importantly, they should be someone who is enthusiastic
and has the time and energy to be actively involved.

The work of the Charity covers many spheres and we need a Trustee Board
made up of people who, together, have experience, skills and backgrounds in:

Financial Management and Accounting, Law
Housing Maintenance and Management
Project Management, Welfare System
Marketing and Communication

Resident Welfare, Charity Work

If you think that you have what it takes to become a Trustee and want to find
out more, please contact Gill Prater, Chair of the Trustees, at
gill.prater@molyneux-almshouses.co.uk and ask for our Trustee Information
Pack which will give you more information.

Closing date: 14" October 2024
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NATURE WATCH

Great news for lovers of Spiders. The Fen
raft spider has had a very good year. It was
on the verge of extinction in 2010 and re-
stricted to 3 sites in Britain.

Now after this wet summer the numbers
counted this year at 12 sites in Norfolk alone
were 3,750 breeding females. These spiders
are the size of a man's hand and semi-
aquatic, live in ditches and small areas of
water, [relax none found in houses]. They
can run across the surface of the water to capture their prey.

The spider's diet includes damselflies, dragonfly larvae and pond skaters and
some will even take small fish and tadpoles. They have been subjected to a lot
of conservation efforts and also a lot of watery areas that have been created for
birds and plants has all helped in their recovery.

Atlantic Puffins have also shown an increase this year. The bird also goes by
the names sea parrot or clown of the sea. On the Farne islands in
Northumberland which were hit by Bird flu a few years ago in which five hun-
dred + died, there has not been a count since Covid in 2019. So the rangers were
very glad to find on the count this year a 15% rise in numbers counted in 2019.
They declared the population stable with no sign of Bird Flu. It is now hoped
that the same will be found all around the colonies in coastal waters of the Brit-
ish isles.

We still have a few Dragon and damselflies on the wing in October

such as Migrant Hawker, Common and Ruddy Darters and Willow Emerald.
There are also Butterflies such as Comma, Peacock, Red Admiral and if we are
lucky a Migrant Clouded Yellow.

Alan Ford
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@' Speldhurst CEP Primary School News @'

As I am writing this after days of rain, I am wondering where the summer has
gone. Too quickly many of you will be saying. When you read this, Speldhurst
pupils will have been back in the classroom for a few weeks and will have set-
tled into their daily routines of learning — and hopefully having fun too!

This term we welcomed 30 new reception children to Pippin Class who are be-
ginning their school journey. They enjoyed a Teddy Bear’s picnic on Septem-
ber 4™ where the children met their buddies from the new Year 6 class. Then the
next day they arrived for their very first school day. There were tears — but they
were mostly those of the parents as they waved their ‘precious little ones’ off
into the classroom. I remember it as an emotional time 25 years ago when my
first daughter started ‘big’ school, wondering what to do with myself until pick
up time. In 2024, our thoughtful PTA organised a ‘Tea and Tissues’ get together
at the George and Dragon after drop off to make the new parents feel welcome
and part of the School community.

At the other end of the school, we said goodbye before the Summer holidays to
our 32 © very grown up’ year 6 children. The Leaver’s service at St Mary’s
Church in July was another emotional occasion but also one celebrating the
achievements of the pupils during their time at Speldhurst. Each of the leavers
received a Bible from the Church as a farewell gift. We hope they are all now
settled in their secondary school destinations including Judd, Skinner's Boys
Grammar, Bennett Memorial, Tunbridge Wells Girls Grammar, St Gregory's
School, Leigh Academy, Tonbridge Girls Grammar, Skinners Kent Acade-

my. They will be missed but not forgotten and like leavers before have donated
their own legacy to the school. This time it was benches for the Forest School
sessions. Below are photos of the benches, carved with their names. I’ve written
about the importance of Forest School before but here’s a recap.

The outdoor sessions which take place throughout the year, whatever the weath-
er include working together to build shelters, discovering and appreciating na-
ture, developing skills like whittling wood and even lighting a fire as our ances-
tors did. Forest School has been shown from independent research to promote
well-being, offering opportunities for child-led exploration and discovery, de-
veloping practical skills and problem-solving abilities, resilience and confi-
dence. All qualities we hope our year 6 leavers will take on to the next stage of
their educational journey and the rest of their lives. Good luck to you all.

Sara Andrew Communications Governor.
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| Fete Logo Design I
I Competition! |

——————————J

The Speldhurst Fete Committee is pleased to open a new competition to design a logo for
our Summer Fete.

All residents of the village (of all ages and talents) are welcome to submit an entry.The
winning logo shall be used in our future publicity and advertising across the village and
online.

Submissions can be made digitally to Speldhurstf8@gmailcom or physically to
17 5§t Mary’s Lane. The designer’s name and contact details must be submitted alongside
entries.

The logo may include the words ‘Speldhurst Village Fete” or may be wordless.

o 1st Prize:
Your logo adopted by the Fete, Free entry for you family,
* 25 Grand Draw tickets, and Unlimited Bouncing!*

2nd Prize:

” 20 Grand Draw tickets and Unlimited bouncing*

3rd Prize:

3 e oot

” 10 Grand Draw tickets OR Unlimited bouncing*
Deadline:

Monday 4th November

The smallprint:
Digital submissians should be set at 300 dpi.

The Committee will not be able to return submissions ance entered

The Committee may make adjustments to the winning design, or replicate for sizing purpases.

For copyright purposes, the winning design shall became the intellectual property of Speldhurst Fete
Committee in perpetuity.

*All prizes are capped to a *family” of § (any 2 adults, and any 3 children) and limited to Speldhurst Village
Fete, 21st June 2025. ‘Bouncing’ is each child's choice of all-day access to the bouncy castle or assault course.
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October 2024

St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

6™ October

10 am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Speldhurst

11am Matins at St John’s, Groombridge

13™ October

10 am Morning Worship at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

11am Holy Communion (BCP) at St John’s, Groombridge
20™ October

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10 am Holy Communion (CW) & Baptism at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
6pm Evensong at St Martin’s, Ashurst

27™ October

10 am All-Age Worship at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

11am Holy Communion (CW) at St Martin’s, Ashurst

6 pm Evensong at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

Baptisms:

8" SeptemberSkye Nova Asher Harrap at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

The Church Office can be contacted on 01892 861187 /
07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
See our website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
St Mary's Facebook page: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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With Autumn well under way those of you who are gardeners (which sadly
isn’t me) have been busy harvesting the results of your labours in your allot-
ments and gardens. And the farmers in the fields around us have been working
all the hours God gave them harvesting the barley, wheat, and maize as well as
the apples, pears and plums from their orchards. It is indeed a busy time of the
year on the land. And traditionally it is the time of the year when we pause and
say thank you to God for all he provides for us. And not just what is grown lo-
cally. We can enjoy many different foods, these days, coming from all over the
world like coffee, tea, and chocolate to name but a few so it’s good to say thank
you for these too.

Harvest festivals have taken many different forms over the years. Sometimes a
harvest lunch is held when everyone gets together to share a meal and give
thanks; recently the children of Speldhurst School have joined together with
the congregation of St Mary’s Church and jointly collected produce to give to
Nourish, the Tunbridge Wells Food bank as well flowers to the older members
of our community.

I wonder if you are among the dwindling number who still ‘say grace’ before a
meal? I love the fact that it is called ‘grace’. The prosaic reason is that it comes
from the Latin word for giving thanks (in Italian, grazie). But it is also a re-
minder that our food - indeed all that we have, our life and breath - are a gift
from God, one that we do not deserve. A short prayer before grasping the knife
and fork can be a meaningless habit; it can also be a moment, daily, when we
remember our interdependence on a loving God who is worthy of our thanks.
A church harvest festival performs the same function in the life of a Christian
community. Together we celebrate all that God has given us to sustain life, as
we pray ‘Give us today our daily bread’, Matthew 6:11.

Jenny Fitzsimmons
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

LEN STRIKES AGAIN

Our Groundsman, Len, has once again been out and
about in the parish tidying up, cleaning signs, bins and
bollards, repairing fences, and cutting back vegetation
to make sure the new school year starts with everyone
able to walk to school and enjoy the local facilities
safely.

He has also been busy sprucing up the pavilion at Langton Green Recreation
Ground ready for the football season, and the re-opening of Langton Green
Community Hub and Pavilion Café¢ after the summer break. We know the com-
munity hub are looking forward to welcoming friends old and new to their list
of events for the whole community to enjoy. Contact them at communi-
tyhub@langtonpavilion.com to find out how to be involved.

And whilst visiting Langton Green Recreation Ground, don’t forget that you
can now charge your electric car — we have 2 EV charging bays ready and
waiting for you. Why not pop into the café at the Pavilion whilst your car is on
charge and enjoy a coffee and cake or lunch with friends, or have a walk
around the recreation ground?

THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A DOG POO FAIRY!

It’s an old saying but unfortunately still very true. We’ve had an increase in
reports of dog mess in public places. Please keep an eye on your four-legged
friends and clear up after them wherever you go. Thank you.

3G ARTIFICIAL PITCH APPLICATION LANGTON GREEN

At the time of writing, we have been advised that Tunbridge Wells Borough
Council (TWBC) Plannlng Committee will meet to decide the outcome of this
application on 11™ September. The parish council and the Trustees of Langton
Green Community Sports Association (LGCSA) will respect the Planning Au-
thority’s decision on this application and have agreed to collaborate to manage
the Pavilion and recreation ground in a way that maximizes benefit for every-
one. Although it will be too late to attend the meeting in person by the time
you read this, you can watch a recording here: https://tunbridgewells.public-
i.tv/core/portal/home
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PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY - COULD IT BE YOU?

And finally, are you interested in getting involved in your local community? Do
you want to have your say on how we tackle local environmental issues, the in-
crease in air traffic, problems with our local roads, speeding in the parish and
planning applications to name but a few things the parish council gets involved
in and you could too? We currently have a vacancy for a parish councillor
whose role would be to volunteer a few hours a week to help action local change
in areas they are particularly interested in.

If you would like a chat to discuss what the role would involve with absolutely
no commitment, please get in contact in the first place with our Clerk, Katie
Neve (contact details at the end of the article).

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS - EVERYONE WELCOME
Full Council: 7.30 pm, Monday 7™ October, Ashurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

SPELDHURST NEWS
SEEKING NEWS STORIES

On:

: +  SPORTS

5 + LOCAL ACHIEVEMENTS
»  NEW GROUPS

i » LOCAL JOBS

: » EVENTS

5 + ARTS

Do feel free to get in touch on our email!


mailto:clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Nick Coffin 07867 803121
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show lain Fenn 864908
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Olive West 863234
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 860557
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515 938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors  Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert@kent.police.uk
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Sara Turner 863226
Judith Malim 864268
Speldhurst News Advertising Eric Roughley 863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mary’s Church Rector
Administrator Rachael Foster 861187

Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 863362
Shop & Post Office Jo-Anne Dekker 863158
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601
Walking Group Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

George & Dragon PH: Mon-Thurs & Sun midday to 10-00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm.
01892 338549

GP: Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Dispensary: Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm:; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Library (vilage hall): Monday 2-4.30pm.

Shop: Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 8-11
Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT

Pilates teacher

PILATES

CLASSES
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN

01892 863075 Mob 07788663107
lou.renton@btinternet.com

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free PREMIUM HOME CARE ‘

Assessment

Today: We provide peace of mind to families by =

Efi:'r- 0 independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship

« Dementia Care

* Post-Hospital Care

empowering older adults to live

amoracare.co.u}(

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall ¥
Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am

Fordcombe Village Hall
Mon 10:30am-11:30am

STILLYOGA

Contact
Alicia Sinclair

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am Booking essential 07900 347 870
Hildenborough Village Hall Class info: alicia(@still-yoga.com
Tues 1lam-12pm www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service
We provide a Professional Will Writing Service
in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you.

For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney
and Probate.

- cALLourLocAL speciaust Tony Nunn

01732 369294 or 0800 1698038
EKW LEGACY PLANNING

A Professional

Is your

W|II

up to date?

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your
teeth for life...

* Teeth whitening

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

+ Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598

Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

Window Cleaning & Property
Maintenance Service

Reliable. Traditional.
Local.
Call us today for your free
consultation and a highly

competitive quote!

Services we offer include:

Traditional Window Cleaning (D ic& C cial)
Conservatory Cleaning

UPVC Frame Cleaning

Fascias & Soffit Cleaning

Gutter Clearing & Cleaning

Patio Cleaning

Path Cleaning

Driveway Cleaning

Contact us:
8 07305 085639
= ultimate.sparkle@mail.com

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Projects
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

with Sam Da
of Speldhurst Village Hall

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM

INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

somdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

@
% E o

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR

01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING
Contact: Eric Roughley

Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses Fungal Infection
Ingrowing Nails Nail Trimming
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers
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Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




THE AERIAL MAN

Family Run Business-Welcome to the Digital Age

HD READY AERIAL INSTALLATION
CCTV & SECURITY LIGHTING

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Special rates for senior citizens

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise
Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,

07436564897 or 07399064695 Bidborough
TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue, THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
with quality home cleaning and FOR ADVERTISING

ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Contact: Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Phone: 01892 863222

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU\
Book online

Www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with
ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE
WILLIAMS
DESIGN

DESIGNED

8 44| »
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

VAS

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

K Jarrett [Est 1981]

FMB Member & Trust Mark Reg.
Carpentry Joinery General Building
From door hanging to extensions
Tel: 01892 861799
m. 07814298069
email:Leeds59@aol.com
or visit
www.kjarrettcarpentrykent.co.uk

KIRSTY’S V YOGA

/

Yoga for Everyone
Small group classes
In my Speldhurst garden studio
www.kirstysyoga.co.uk
07748 644689

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK
01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

&

LOCAL HANDYMAN

S.FENTON

TEL/TE WHATSAPP / EMAIL
07704 122070
SEFHOMEIMPROVEMENTS@OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED « NO JOB TOO SMALL

(&3) PHOENICA

INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
Email: infc @phoenica ul
I'el: 01892 862248

W noenica.x 1 L e ASSOCIATE
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Plumbing & heating
Boiler installations 5 J
e

Servicing

| -

Bathroom installations

4

01892 489028

www.bennix.co.uk

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk

Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC »

PRIVATE TUITION BY
QUALIFIED TEACHER
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
£ # 11+ TUITION
- BIOLOGY GCSE
a8 CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

HANNAH
Pilates Teacher
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.

Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Hoirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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HENRY PAUL FUNERALS
CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

% \ FUNERAL PLANS FrOM
(Ehlir:jeeral '.)%g Golden Charter

anning for Later Life \__~

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image - From the archives




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




