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@ Welcome & Contents

Dear Readers,

There has been a fantastic planetary parade across our skies this year, a
good reason to look up into the night skies. Thank you Abi for sending us
this monthoés cover photo. of St N
Back down here on earth, April is a fantastic month to look ahead at
events of the year to come and review how we have been keeping
ourselves occupied over the wintenead on for a review of selut show

The Calendar Girls, plus plans and updates from our many clubs,
committees and residents who are busy creating events for us to enjoy.

Happy Easter!
Judith

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emalilsfore 10th April 2025 for the May Issu¢o:
speldhurst.news@gmail.coVord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
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Local Happenings & Gatherings

ONLENDAR

CLUB PRODUAGEI
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DRAGONFLY FARM
SPELDHURST

THE CAFE & THE FARM SHOP
COMING SOON
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Speldhurst B EE EEEREN
I f you would Iike - » /
this year, why not l['\%@LL Upg
free trial session "
practice/social ev R LLUP.
Tuesday evening (v

permitting) from E& ....-.-.-

during theEhee2a8®2h.season runs from 5th
enrol ment evening to 20th Sleptpemlvé o,usoul
experience is necessary anée onook tohre rber iinsg
equi pment, just turn up with a pair of |

Debbi e Moon

Tunbridge Wells Lifeboat Fundr ai s
The RNLI have reviewed how bedgmake tfhoec ub

of thei é6Theisnuefcfeaer t s wil I be concentr at
to the coast. This has resulted in smal/
to the usual range of souvenirs and gif
(unsuitable) items instead Wé amwe, usfuadc
very di sappointed by this decision. Il n

future of our branch.

We have an aging committee and a di mini
ability to undertake street collections
opportunities for collections at super m
significantly, which impacts our profit
Al ongside a number of other smal/l branc
we wi || no | onger continue as an of fici .
have our stall at Rusthall Community Co
The URC Churmcorm)alwher9eanmve wi |l |l conti nue
mar mal ade, small toys, donated items an:
stalls wild.l be privaaieded deoomad ttehdi st oi NRfNaL
the stall

We are enormously grateful to al/l Spel d
us over the years, by donating in our c:
vill age fete and our annual <coffee morn

Bright b&amsRii exrgcse
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/paul-eames-1?utm_

Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show
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THE
FILLING
STATION

West Weald

Join us in April at
West Weald Filling
Station for worship,
teaching, prayer,
fellowship & great
hospitality!

Future
dates

27th May - Jan Ransom
25th June

More info at...

Wed 30th April
7:30 for 8pm - 9:30pm
9 Fordcombe Village Hall, Fordcombe,

Kent, TN3 ORY
Every 4th Wednesday (not July, Aug, Dec)

Main Speaker

Paul Perkin

Easter Hope

Our Speaker this
month is Paul Perkin
who will unpack Easter
for us. Paul and

Christine led a large church plant in
Battersea for 33 years and they are
passionate about marriage and family
life.

www.thefillingstation.org.uk/station/

west-weald




| SPELDHURST CEP S5CHOO

6 MKy 8 KAKAER 4 LRANAYI GKNBAAK
y3{ DNKIAARB® 6Stt yR (NHA& 2y

aKSRZ LI NBylGa IyR Yhyd Ay (KS
LIS R K dZNE G { O KLt GHCyHR ARy G A ﬂﬁ@éy
o
A
S

[

— << g >

W A O

RdzOl a2y X F. SKIF @A2dzNI Iy
YR YIFyYylF3aSYSyd FyR F9FN

-n | >\-\<[—g)(

Ee 2F 62y RSHNEAM { G2 YV ¥

& FNA Sy RifKeS INBRIZANTIE G2l YeA

dzNJ GZNGSYND 3 RN SR

G2 0SS @KSRWOSNKRI KIFKNGR 602 NO

ASOSYSyiG @ NB OSf SoNI (SR
K

SR )\yéuééﬁzN.ﬁ Ff a2 NBLIR2 NISF
-y RO SAKyRISA OO 2 YWEERMeiy 2Ty 2ty Sy NF

Sa LINEOJARSR @S ¥3NB HzZNR ¢zHA ¥
KWAR g26f2t0 MyOLJ ONfbd2odzf | NX & | Y2y

S 6 NALCEWBEANBPOKRRT¥S H&SI{ &
2 GKS OdzNNA Odzf dzys 20 SNAy 3
S tSENYyAyYy3I MNERIK S Sz vl R 0N,
AKSEGSNI G2 t£SIENYyAy3a ailaAft
y2i 06S . SI NI DNEBffa a&dzNK
& al IAGAY3I LidzLAt & SEI
RAY3I 2F Yyl ddNB yR (KS 2 dzi

& > o my o
L,
oz o

&]gl—>*9mx

92
S cn o s T

¢ > bﬁ)g"
WG ™G>

Q
<
Z
fot

SR b RRS Ay AgIPKNGE KIS § ©
AL} OS5 T2 NI sgsy Y2 N
6Kl uS@SNJ &S (65 | LdSMIPR o8 |
NEB G F
= )
A

@2 f dzyﬁééNJaz rz’)
0aSS LK262 0O

L
7>*7Zf71m)

9))
[v2]]
¢ =



. < ;
J Ddza pR@a ®2®KZ$N.EBJEIJCDUK

lda GKS hTadSR AyaLlSOol2em2 IR YRISY
LINPAU G S{ LISt RKdzNBR G | GKA& GdSNY |
SELISNI O2FOKAy3 6& CNryoOra .220K
Of decKds K2LJS Ad GKFG GKSasS Fdzy ' yR Si
IANI & G2 : dzL) 6 KS &ALRNI® ¢2 UYR

GKAOK ¢S S G2 GKSANI FN
C O 1SG0t dzox3aYl

IS
St

< B
¢

Q
)
P

S . SENIn LidzLAt & Ay
rsua/\e&gmzNRst eslEd gnta
za A0 (S OKS HENIIYAY [eN
K)\fRNsz Kl R LJNJSLJI
SR ¥

o

D

oW T <

R
ﬂr‘_‘

9‘*

Q)¢ O

z

>0 R O— ~—
e

N,
N
w>ao g <

— ax
Qx¢
No
< =
| wn %
()
_<
w
Qx¢
(/)) QN
0
<
No
No

u +H

C

;H‘!
Ny Ay —0 ==

0 [atN C:~‘<' O(
Z R

S
Y dza A @l fi KES2d2l\ﬂé$léSCR A
AKNEA WG NESYLI2 NYided A O
2NDKSadNI gAGK
/ 2¢ RLIX F 8% LINR)

= o

<THS HRR T OM T 0
>
Z

< G X

— s >*9J<NJ>*HJU))Q\-HF*“F“C:~Q>

[

o N

10


mailto:speldhurstcricketclub@gmail.com
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The Medical Centre Gregeswood and The Ol Bakery Surgery

Greggs Wood FRoad Speldharst Medical Group Peashurst Foad
Tunbridge Wells Speldhurat
Kant TH2 3L Kent THN3 UI'E
Tel 01802 541444 Tel O1B92 BE3I040

To our patients in Speldhurst and neighbouring villages,

As you've probably seen on the news, pharmacies are facing tough tirmes and we are no
excaption,

Last year, pharmacies were closing at an alarming rate - a total of 436 community
pharmacies closed permanently in the UK, and there were 13,863 temporary closures,
which stopped patients from obtaining health advice and medication, The Department of
Health and Social Care and MHS have announced £645,000,000 of funding for pharmacies,
Howewver, none of these funds are available to rural practices who run a dispensing service,
Also, recent analysis by the Dispensing Doctor's Assoclation suggests GP services will now be
over £30,000 worse off each year,

‘We dispenge to just under 2000 local patients whao live 1.6km or mare sway from a local
community pharmacy. This numbar has been declining over the last few years, dua to many
reasons, but mainly there are so many home delivery options which can be more convenient
for some,

‘We can be flexible and would love to hear from any patients who would consider coming
back to us so we might understand how we can make it easier for you to get your
prascriptions from us.

Thie Dispensary's income s through processing patient prescriptions, every prescription
counts no matter If It's a one off antiblotlc or your repeat prescription.

What are the benefits of having a dispensary right on your doorstep? The benefits include:
trained, friendly staff to offer on-hand advice to help with enguiries; being able to go
straight upstairs to collect your preéseription after seeing vour GP; being able to collect items
on foot without travelling to the town centre,

S0 what can you do Lo keep our dispensary open? We need you to use us to supply your
medications that you need,

Ta lose the dispensary would be a great loss to the community, as many of our elderly
patierts are within walking distance. We are dedicated and committed to providing the best
possible service to our patients, hopefully for many years to come.

Yours Sincerely

Mandy Cole, Practice Manager and the Dispensary Team
DF Sawyer and Partiners, The Old Bakery Surgery, Speldhurst
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Speldhurst Community Shop and Post Office ¢
Dear Reader,

As the village comes out of hibernation, especially this last weekend, with bright sunshine,
daffodils out, bluebells on the way and a spectacular display of mimosa along the Penshurst
Road, | feel compelled to say we are nearly in Spring!!

| know you are all awaiting news on the renovation of the Chapel, by the time you read this
copy you will have seen that works have begun as planned. More news can be found under
separate cover in this edition.

As far as your Village shop and Post Office, it remains in its old clothes for a little longer but
we are still as keen as ever to serve the community.

Easter is on its way!

We have everything to make your Easter weekend special. Start the day with a kitchen filled
with the aroma of fresh coffee. Delicious bakery goods such as sourdough breads and hot
cross buns as well as your usual breads. Serve delicious muesli with fresh fruits. We stock
bacon and local eggs, delicious cheeses, crackers and chutneys,

Unexpected visitors? We stock tasty pies from our freezer which | have been told are the
best around and a good standby for those unexpected meals.

As an Easter treat, we have of course, Easter Eggs, both for the children and those of you
adults who have a sweet tooth, Easter cards are also available. If giving flowers is more to
your taste, then why not order your bouquets of flowers from your own village shop and
Tunbridge Wells Flower Company will deliver them here for you? No traffic, no hassle.

Be prepared, why not place your order for foodstuffs the week before to ensure that we get
the best for you. Leave a list of your special food requirements in order that we can box up
for your collection.

Flowers are by order only, please fill the form in the shop or online.

Woe wish all of you a Happy Easter, and a huge thank you once again to our manager Dima,
the staff and all of the volunteers who enable our shop to remain open.

From The Shop Committee.
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Speldhurst Chapel update

It's been a busy few weeks at the Chapel. We've finalised our technical drawings and
layouts so that we can get the final costings in. Our structural enginesrs have been
essential in ensuring a small layout change will make our new retail space more versatile.
We can't wait to share our new space with you! We're hoping to open the new shop in
Movember this year. But watch this spacel

We've appointed Gavin Riley as our builder for the project. Gavin lives in the village and is
very community minded. He's keen to get started as soon as possible.

The first stage of the bulld will be to clear the inside of the chapel. By the time you read this,
that should hopefully be well underway. We'll then ba knocking through from the existing
kitchen to open up the space for our new stock room. Foundations for the extension will
start when the weather has warmed up a bit,

We have also appointed a building control consultant. 1t's really Important that we make
sure the building is fit for purpose and efficient for many years lo come. We're drastically
Improving the eco credentials of the building with lols of insultation and an upgrade to the
windows, heating/cooling systems and lighting.

We've also sel up an Instagram and Facebook page where you can follow our progress!
Just search “Speldhurst Chapel” and you should be able 1o find us. A big thank you to Em
Foster who will be leading on our soclal media for the build and for the shop going forward.

Deb Cambridge and the shop staff have been busy working out the best layout for the inside
of the shop. We're keen to hear from you If there is anything you would like to see in the
new Shop, or how we can improve our current offering. There is a suggestions box in the
shop for anyone who would like to see something new or different in the shop.

Here's one of the elevations of the new building. You can see all of the plans on the
Tunbridge Wells Borough Councll Planning website, again search for "Speldhurst Chapel”.

Elevation looking from Northfields

maseuey 7y

_IH
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Garden &
Allotment News
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Nature Watch
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Speldhurst
arish Council

workLng for the
B O ALE L
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, 19™ MAY, ASHURST VILLAGE HALL FROM 7 PM
This year's APM will have an environmental theme, with presentations
from Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Landscape and Biodiversity
Officer, David Scully, and Tree Officer, Rhodri Jones.

We also look forward to sharing all we've been doing this year to tackle
environmental issues, from biodiversity to EV chargers and recycling.

loin us from 7 pm for a drink, meet our parish councillors, and browse our
displays of recent biodiversity projects. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm,
and, along with the environmental presentations, there will be updates
from our Planning, Highways, and Amenities Committees, plus an
overview of how we will spend this year’'s precept.

Throughout the year we try to share important information with as many
residents as possible via our online media, council meetings, and articles in
village magazines. But we don’t always manage to reach everyone, so, we
want you to see this meeting as a chance to find out more and have your
questions answered. There’s no need to RSVP — just come along!

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 15" MAY 2025

A list of candidates who will stand as County Councillors for Tunbridge
Wells West will be published after 2" April, and you have until 11% April to
register to vote if you haven’t already done so. Visit
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote to find out how.
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Photo of deer on Broom Lane Langton Green, courtesy of a parish resident

DEER SIGHTINGS — CAN YOU HELP?

Following numerous reports of near misses and collisions with deer on
Groombridge Hill, we have asked Kent County Council to install a deer
warning sign. They have replied that they require more data about the
number of deer and how frequently they are seen on the road. If you can
help by letting us know when you next see deer in Groombridge (or if you |
often see them in other parts of the parish) we’d really appreciate it. If you
have a passenger who can safely take a photo then even better! Our
contact details are below.

LOOK OUT FOR...Our article on how to report low-flying planes elsewhere
in this magazine.

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME
7.30 pm, Monday 7% April, Ashurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892
862927/07760 769513 or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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LDW-FL\"ING JUMBO JETS IN OUR PARISH

We recently wrote to National Air Traffic Services (NATS)
about our concerns that Emirates A380 jets — among

Speldhurst _
Parieh Coureil others - fly very low over our area.
.,::;ﬂ‘c'i::';j’,.f:,if,i_‘ NATS wrote back asking us for flight data so they can

investigate. They also helpfully clarified that A380s are larger planes, so
can appear to be closer than they actually are. So, if you see a plane flying
suspiciously low, we'd like you to send us the flight track. You can get this
by visiting https://www.flightradar24.com/ or via the Flightradar24 app.
Find the relevant plane on the live map and tap it so you can see the track:

Then click the ‘Share’ icon and a
menu like this will appear:

Now press ‘Copy Link’. You can then
send us the track to inspect, group
together, and forward to NATS for
investigation. Please send the track
links to:
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
with the subject ‘Low plane’.
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A Letter
¢l 9 | ht 9

In & couple of days’ time it will Easter, the most important festival in the Christian calendar. A timie for
celebrating the day that Jesus Chrlst rose from the dead — the resumrection, the most momentous
event in human history and one that has changed and is changing millions of ives.

If this were a blockbuster film, you might expect the resurrection to be accompanied by claps of
thunder and flashing lights. Surprising, then, that in John's gospel it is described through the eyes of a
lone woman called Mary Magdalene, reportedly & lady of dubious character and not at all the sort of
parson you would write about in a respectable village magazine,

Mary had been at the foot of the cross as Jesus died and knew for certain that he had breathed his
last. Now, before daybraak, she is headed to his tomb to pay her last respects to the only parson who
had treated her with dignity. To her horror she finds that the stone that covered the entrance has been
rolled away and that Jesus’ body is missing, Distressed and confused she rushes off to find Peter and
John with the news of the missing corpse and brings them to the grave, Unable to process the sceng
bafora them they simply return to thelr hiding place In Jerusalem leaving Mary alone with her grief,

Still weeping, Mary looks into the tomb and through her tears sees two angels, one at the foot and
one al the head of where Jesus’ body should have been. The angels ask a strange question, “why are
you crying? From aur perspectiva the answer ssams obvious. After all sha has witnessed the mock
trigls, torture and murder of the man she loved, the only person to show her any respect is dead and
evan in death he is abusad; his body has baen stolan, Isn't it natural that Mary should sink into a pool
of tears? But from the point of view of these heavenly beings, these angels, there is nothing to cry
about, If thers Is any polnt In human histary when tears of sadness should be replaced with tears of
Joy it is In the emply tomb on the first Easter morning.

Of course this story s not just about Mary. This encounter between a fallen woman and two angels
encapsulates the grief of messed up and abused people throughout history, Mary weeps for all of us.
Mary weeps for the way this fallen world has treated her and the man sha loved. In answer to the
angels she simply says, “They have taken my master." If we read today's newspaper headlines or
axaming our own experience, the answer could be, They have taken my freedom by invading my
country, taken my home by bombing my city, taken my son's life in a drone attack or any situation
where we feel a sense of injustice or loss. In her answer, the world's grief Is compressed Inte Mary's
grief.

It's at this point of utter desclation that Mary sensos another presence, Maybe tears blur her vision
but even when Jesus asks her a mischievous question, Mary doesn’t recognise him and mistakes him
for a gardener, Jesus asks, "Who are you looking for?™ One thing we do know about Mary is that she
was no quitter. She was grief stricken and alone. She had been abandoned by the men and quizzed
by angels and now even by Jesus but she was single minded in her mission to find him. Mary
answers, “Sir, if you hava carried him away, tell me where you hayve put him, and | will get him."

Then, the wonderful moment of recognition. Just one word transfarms her waorld and that word is her
name, “Mary” spoken by Jasus.

Mary was the first to see the risen Lord Jesus but she wasn't the last. That same evening Jesus
waould appear to his disciples. In the next 40 days leading up to his ascension Into heaven hundreds
of people were met Jesus and thay, like Mary, were able to declare, * have seen the fisen Lord.” But
the truly amazing thing Is that through his spirlt, Jesus still seeks to welcome by name anyone who
perseveres in their search for him.

The Easter message is of hope and new beginning; of stepping out of darkness into & fresh way of
looking at life. It tells us that our God is a personal God who calls us by name and that nothing, not
even death can separate us fram his love and from the promise of eternal life in his heavenly home.

Happy Easter and God bless
John Perking - revjichnp@outlook.com
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Jofn us this Easter

St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst

Y . ' 13th April Palm Sunday

10am All Age Worship
Z 4pm All Age Praise Party with

Cabin Worship
4th April Maundy

oly Communion (shared
ice at All Saints Langton
Green)

- 18th April Good Friday

10.30am Good Friday Service -
A Passion Play

20th April Easter
Sunday

am Holy Communion (BCP)
)am All Age Worship & Holy
Communion (CW)

vaww.speldhurstchurch.org
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