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Welcome & Contents

Dear Readers

I hope this finds you warm and
thereds evidence all around us
colour wil!/l soon be returning

C |
f

t o

plenty going on with important developments to our new community
shop and special updates from the Parish Council as well as a variety «
excellent events and opportunities. Thank you to all our contributors this
monthii please send us your news for the next issue. See details below.

Best wishes
Maria

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emaitefore 10th February 2025 for the February Issut®:
speldhurst.news@gmail.coiVord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
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SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel
news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will

not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for

any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisersod abilities before accepting a job
All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file. The editors reserve the

right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Diary at a Glance

Mondays

Mondays

Wed & Fri

Sat 1st

Mon 3rd

Sat 15th

Sat 22nd

Wed 26th

Mon 3rd

Mon 10th

February

Library
2-4.30pm

Bumps and Babes p.3
(excluding school holidays)

Praise & Play p.3
(excluding school holidays)

Penshurst Far merpst6 Mar k

Bl ackham Far mer spd3 Mar ke

SPC Meeting p.8
Speldhurst Lunch Club p,9
Tonbridge Music Club p.15
Tonbridge Music Club p.15
The Filling Station p.4
March

Speldhurst Lunch Club p.9
Speldhurst Book Club p.5

Author Event



Local News & Events
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Kent Fire and Rescue Servide Home Fire Safety Visit

Kent Fire and Rescue Service offer free home fire safety visits to the
people of Kent and Medway, helping them lead safer lives at home.

We would like to offer you a free visit to your home where we can
provide you with helpful advice tailored to your needs. The visit is carried
out by a number of our specialist Safe and Well Team and is free,
confidential and safe.

To book your home fire safety visit, please call our friendly team on
Freephone number 0800 923 7000 or email home@keunkfoeg. Also
find information about staying safe at www.kent.fitd&.org/homesafety



Weds 26th Feb

7:30 for 8pm - 9:30pm
FI lll “ G 9 Fordcombe Village Hall, Fordcombe,
STATION E:::;;?:xt:nesdoy (not July, Aug, Dec)

West Weald

Join us in Feb for Main speaker

West Weald Filling Jasper Warwood
Station. Worship, led Jasper is a committed
by Cabin Worship. Christian who is
shdband prayer arid passionate to grow the

REEDT S Kingdom of God. He is
hospitality Head boy at Bennett and
starting up an Alpha.
F t He has spoken in assemblies, seen other pupils
uture healed and he is ready to share his faith with
d t anyone. Jasper is an example of
ates : : s e
the way in which God is equipping young people
to make a real difference in this country. Come to
find out how we can support or join in. Bring
some young people if you can.

.

26 Mar e 23 April

More info at...
www.thefillingstation.org.uk/station/

west-weald

ur st oMaarkmedar swi | |
day 1st BeéeBmpmary



“A beautifully
written debut.
Sarah Jane Butler
explores the
challenges of
treading lightly in
this modern
world, the power
of community and
the process of
recovering from
difficult
mothering.”

Sarah lives in rural Sussex just over the border from where she grew up in Kent.
Her novel Starling was published in 2022 and Judith Heneghan wrote, “Sarah Jane
Butler writes with a visceral lyricism: she doesn’t so much observe the natural
world as plunge us into its ditches, woods and rivers.” She is currently writing a
non-fiction book about rivers and people through time, which will be published in
2027 by September Publishing. Her short story 'The Swimmer’ appeared in Best
British Short Stories 2011, and she has performed her work in pubs, festival tents
and a disused light vessel. https://www.sarahjanebutlerauthor.co.uk




H|1(~Ir1hl1r;il NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council

Speldhurst Chapel — Good News!

We are pleased to announce we completed
the purchase of the Speldhurst Chapel
property on 3rd December 2024. At the
same time, we signed a lease with
Speldhurst Community Shop so they will
now have exclusive use of the chapel.

The lease runs for 25 years, allowing the
Community Shop to operate as a shop and
post office, and provide a community hub
meeting space. As part of the lease, the
Community Shop will be responsible for all
operating costs including council tax, utility,
insurance, and security, plus normal repair and maintenance obligations.
The lease has break clause provisions that either party can exercise
including specific break options to account for exceptional circumstances.

Speldhurst Community Shop has received planning permission to renovate
and extend the chapel building at their own cost. As some of you will know
they have raised over £400,000 to pay for the work which is planned to
start towards the end of Quarter 1 2025 and will last about 9 months.

To ensure these works are undertaken according to the commitments
Speldhurst Community Shop has made to the parish council, a Licence for
Alteration Agreement has also been signed between both parties.

Acquiring the chapel protects an important community asset in the Parish
and safeguards the long-term future of Speldhurst Community Shop and
Post Office. We look forward to a successful relationship with all involved.

You can follow Speldhurst shop on Facebook; search 'Speldhurst's
Community Shop and Post Office’ to find them.



Visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk For Emergency Planning Advice
We have updated our Community Safety & Police webpage to include
information resources about how to plan for an emergency. From
infectious diseases to security incidents and extreme weather conditions,
it is worth looking at the guidance given by the Kent Resilience Forum to
help you think about what you might need to do to keep yourself and
family members safe. And with the winter season well and truly here, the
advice on floods, high winds, cold weather, and snow is timely.

Look Out For...
An update on the 2025-26 precept — the portion of your council tax
allocated to us — and details on how it will be spent in our next article.

Out and About in Speldhurst Parish — Things to Do with Young Children

- - ‘*. Keeping your pre-schoolers active can

. be a challenge at this time of the year.

So it’s fortunate that there are some
super places to pass the time here in
Speldhurst parish without having to go
far from home — some of which are
owned and maintained by us!

If you've visited Langton Green
Recreation Ground recently you may
have seen that we replaced the rubber
matting in the playground. Not only do
the colourful patches brighten up play
but they are also made from high-
impact material designed to protect
little ones if they take a tumble.

Also at the recreation ground, Langton Pavilion Community Hub is open
weekdays from Tuesday to Friday. Here, you can join in toddler-focused
activities such as 'Sing with Ellie’ and enjoy food and drink from The
Pavilion Café. If you haven't been yet it's a relaxed, family-friendly setting
with toys for children and excellent coffee for grown-ups. Langton Green
Village Society runs the Community Hub in association with Thrive
Langton.



Alternatively, if you're looking
' for a nature walk that’s
manageable for small legs, we
also own a small ‘pocket’ of
. land in Roopers, Speldhurst
(which we call Pocket Park).
We have been carrying out a
project to encourage
biodiversity in Pocket Park for
over 3 years now and have
*® recently planted some Crab

| Apple and Rowan Trees. This
little park is a lovely place to
kick some leaves around in
your welly boots, pick up sticks
and have a look at what's
starting to grow as February
# turns into March. We recently
“! installed a notice board in the
park which tells you more about what we're doing and gives tips on
encouraging biodiversity in your own garden. It also includes photos of
interesting plants and wildlife to spot in the park — a nice way to start
teaching your children about the natural world. You'll find Pocket Park just
across the road from Little Court Nursing Home.

Finally, a big thank you to all who lead and help at the baby and toddler
groups in Langton Green and Speldhurst. With last year's county council
funding cuts which saw the closure of the Harmony Centre in Rusthall,
these volunteer-led groups are more important than ever for young
families living in our community.

Full Council Meetings — Everyone Welcome
7.30 pm, Monday 3™ February, Committee Room, Speldhurst Village Hall

To Contact the Parish Council: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve on 01892
862927/07760 769513 or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Speldhurst Lunch Club now has a new home in the Village Hall and
has vacancies for any senior member of the Speldhurst Parish cokn
munlty Lunch club meets for good company and a delicious, hd‘t,,“i
two -course meal with tea or coffee on the first Monday of the mat )I
N from noon until about 1.30pm at a cost of £8. ﬁ,}“

HR\% If you would like to come along, ring Jan on 07808 299628 or 018 ¢ 7

863 931 who will give you more information. Or, if you are some] K

ﬂ 449 who has a senior family member or friend you think would enjoy g
*some friendship and food, please tell them about Lunch Club, er‘g Mﬁ

s 9 courage them to join us and let Jan know. If he or she would be
R‘M from you accompanying them to lunch, you would be most welco ‘

Mﬁj\ The next meeting is on Monday® Bebruary and following that on //Mi\
Monday, & March.

QM )I Jan Mann /H’M’I
M B M
W }}3;
A
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to Frankie Markin for winning the Fete logo competition!
You have won free entry for your family, 25 Grand Draw Tickets and unlimited
bouncing.

We are so looking forward to using your design in our future publidibank
you! Congratulations to our runnetgp too:

2nd place goes to Charlotte Lodlum, winning 20 Grand Draw tickets and un-
limited bouncing.

3rd place to Ben Lambert winning their choice of 10 grand draw tickets or un-
limited bouncing.

Big thank you to all those who submitted entries, and to the Brownies for their
artistic enthusiasm.

Mike Harrowing
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MC invites you to come and join us
ryone i s welcome at our concerts whe
lier, much more information about t
our website. We hope to see you S0O

Rachel Davi es

Blackham Village Mavket
SATURDAY 1ST FEBRVARY
10.00AM TO 12.15PM

Coffee/Jea & homemade cakes
sevved from10am

Lots of (ovely produce for sale: homemade pasties.
cakes. scones. chutneys. jams. free range eggs.
bread. bird food. honey. handmade craft items and
(ots more

SEE YOU THERE!
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Nature Watch

February 2025 already, so let's look back a bit on the last year, a wet year
but not cold. Butterflies generally had a poor year and moth numbers on
common species were also on the low side. It was good growing weather
for plants and grasses. Hopefully this year is a bit drier throughout the
summer.

Now is a good time to decide what to plant in the garden to give as much
benefit to wildlife as possible, to provide you with flowers and fruit and not
to use pesticides if at all possible.

Bank voles, though you might expect them to hibernate, stay active
throughout winter. They are very active, agile animals and are frequently
seen- they even visit bird tables.They eat fruit, nuts and small insects, but
are particularly keen on hazelnuts and blackberries. They always look a
warmer brown colour than the very similar Field vole.

If you are walking through Pocket park this month keep an eye on the nest
boxes to see what birds show an interest in them for this breeding season.
Blue Tits and Great Tits are most likely and will the new trees flower and
bear any fruit this year.

My last moth of the year was found on the*Lof December, the aptly named
December Moth [picture] and | had 5, 1 male 4 Female$he fluffy body is
dark brown, with a creamy white head. Males are smaller than females and
have feathery antennae. The picture is of a female. As | am writing this |
have just seen on Facebook that a Humpback Whale has been seen
breaching off Hastings, the world is changlng and there will be winners and
losers in the animal kingdom. s

Al an Ford
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2"February
10 am Holy CommBbi oMaaBgpel d
llam Mati g .a@oh@roombridg

9'February

10 am Morning WBt shsa,pySpel dhur st
llam oly Communi 80 (8,68RGr mambr i dge
16February

8 am Holy Communi &8bh MBCPRPSpaltdhurst
10 am Holy Communi3tn NeCrW)S paetl dhurist
6pm Evensodtg Mért iAmhur st

H 8% S 6 Nzt NB

mMalkyY 1Ef 135S £&NBERKILISE RKdzNE

llam Holy Comm@8bi Mér &aiAs hur st

6 pm Evenso@tg MEs,r ySpel dhur st

Registers

Funerals and burials:

13Decembekohn Topl i s&, aSp &ltd Hvarr syt
Internment of Ashes:

5th Decemnmbarrol yn Cal c@ttSpel &huMar|y

The Church Office can be contacted on 0189
or admin@speldhurstchurch. or ¢
See our wwewsspgel:dhurstchurch. or

St Mary's Facebook page facebook.com/
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A Letter

February 2025

Dear Reader s
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