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Welcome & Contents  

Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to the May issue and, whatever the weather, we can all appreciate the  
beauty of Spring around us here in Speldhurst. We are so fortunate to live 
amongst such stunning countryside and a walk around us costs nothing but is 
priceless!  
 
Please look out for detailed updates about our community developments inside 
and this monthõs range of events and activities. We like to think of the magazine 
as something that is yours so please get in touch if you would like to feature an 
activity, an event, a favourite charity you are supporting, a new idea for a feature 
or simply your favourite recipe...as weõd like to keep the magazine fresh and 
reflecting our community. 
 
Best wishes, Maria 
 

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim 
Please send emails before 10th May 2025 for the June Issue to: 
speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred. 

Inside this monthé.   
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Advertising     23-32 

{t9[5I¦w{¢ b9²{ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƴŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΦ wŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀǝǎŦȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ŀ Ƨƻō ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ  !ƭƭ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ  ϧ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǇŘŦ ƻǊ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ŬƭŜΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ  ŀƳŜƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ 
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Speldhurst Parish Council - Free online Courses 

 

We are delighted that our application to Kent County Council's Helping Hands 
Scheme for a £1,000 grant towards the running of Langton Pavilion Community 
Hub at Langton Pavilion was successful. The Helping Hands Scheme is funded 
by Kent and Medway Public Health, and we'd like to say a big thank you for 
their contribution, which will help us continue to provide a space for The 
Community Hub in partnership with Thrive Langton carry out their important 
work in providing wellbeing resources to the local community. The Helping 
Hands Scheme also funds free online mental health awareness training by the 
mental health charity, Mind. If you attended Thrive Langton's recent events 
about adult and young people's mental health, we think youõll find these 
upcoming courses (intended to equip participants with the skills and 
confidence to address mental health concerns in their communities) really 
helpful. 

  

You can find links to the Mid Kent Mind website below, and we encourage you 
to book on to these free sessions if you can. 

Everyday Mental Health course ð Mid Kent Mind 

Youth Mental Health and Suicide Awareness course ð Mid Kent Mind 

Adult Suicide Prevention course ð Mid Kent Mind 

A Big Thank You from Speldhurst News 
 

 
We are very grateful to St. Maryôs Church for a recent donation 
that they have given us. This will support the work we do and 
offers great encouragement to our team of volunteers. We really 
appreciate that they view the magazine as we do - as an important 
part of community life that helps local groups and businesses 
thrive and survive.  
 
Speldhurst News 
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Whatôs on in Speldhurst for the Under 5ôs in May 
 
 

If you are looking for activities with your Under 5ôs in the village, 
here are two. 
 
Bumps and Babes - coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet fort-
nightly on a Monday from 10.30am. This month, because of the many 
bank holidays we will only be meeting once. Do message Jenny if 
you have a child under 2 and are interested in joining this group. 
 
Praise and Play 
 St Maryôs Toddler Group meets twice a week during term time on 
Wednesdays (9.30-11) and Fridays (9-10.30) in the church. We start 
with free play and a craft, then gather for a story and some songs. Ar-
rive when you can, weôll offer you a coffee or tea and a warm wel-
come whatever the time you come.  
This group is suitable for all under 5ôs whether they can toddle or not.  
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, 
or know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 
01892 541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com  

Advertising Role with the Speldhurst News Team 
 
Speldhurst News is put together and run by a group of volunteers. We produce 
and distribute over 400 magazines throughout the year. As a non-profit organi-
zation we rely on advertising and subscriptions to cover our printing costs. Eric 
Roughley, who has been managing the advertising section, has decided to retire, 
so the team is keen to find someone with around two hours to spare a month to 
help.  
The main tasks are encouraging advertisers to place ads, invoicing, collecting 
money, and managing any postal subscriptions. You will be joining the voluntary 
team who run the magazine, so we would love to hear from anyone who is en-
thusiastic and can contribute fresh ideas, ensuring that Speldhurst News re-
mains a popular source of village news and information and helping the village 
community. 
If you would like to find out more details, then please contact David Lamey    
lameyltd2016@gmail.com 

mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
mailto:lameyltd2016@gmail.com


 

 
 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Speldhurst Shop Friends and Supporters 
 
As we fly into April, we have all been the lucky recipients of some truly amazing 
summer weather with gorgeous bluebell walks and a beautiful Motherõs Day 
with sunshine and blue skies. As our new home is being created before your very 
eyes, we are grateful that the warmer weather has allowed the works to progress 
without a weather hitch. More news on that under separate cover. We have to 
thank our home -grown florist from Stockland Green, Vicky Trifiletti, for her 
beautiful bouquets she offered for sale in the shop for Motherõs Day. There were 
indeed some lucky Mums that Sunday! 
 
The shop continues to serve you, our community, on a daily basis but should we 
not have in stock what you require, please do ask. We are a small shop and can-
not stock huge ranges, but we will go the extra mile to ensure that we can get 
what you want. If you donõt ask, we donõt know. If you are planning a half term 
or summer holiday abroad, donõt forget the shop can supply you with your for-
eign currency. We have a superb Post Office and it is far easier to pop down the 
road than struggle into town, especially with the months of road works prom-
ised. We can offer both regular bread orders and special requirements for week-
ends, high days and holidays. Take a look in the freezers, stocked with delicious 
goodies. We hope to upgrade this facility in the new premises but some of the 
goods are there already. Did you know we stock frozen òbake at home 
òcroissants? 
 
If you are a user of social media, you may have seen the new entries on Facebook 
and Instagram showing the progress at the Chapel. These are courtesy of Em 
Foster who is working to keep every demographic of the village abreast of the 
progress.  If the Speldhurst News is your only avenue to see what is happening 
at the shop, we are also updating a shop blackboard with current news. This 
blackboard has news for you and also requests for help in various ways. 
If you would like to donate some time and expertise on either the Chapel Project 

or the Shop do pop in and see how you may help.  
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As you may have heard Edward Pinnell will be standing down as Chair of the 

Community Benefit Society, a role he has undertaken since 2019 when Speld-

hurstõs Community Shop and Post Office commenced trading under community 

ownership.  

Edward and Julie, also a very active volunteer for the shop, are planning to move 
to pastures new. Edward, along with many other volunteers and our staff, has 
been instrumental in enabling your shop to remain open and trade successfully. 
And more recently the project to convert the Chapel into a new Community 
Shop and Post Office and Social space for the village was, in part, thanks to Ed-
wardõs energy and enthusiasm. We are very grateful to Edward and Julie for all 
their hard work.  
 
Volunteers in the shop are an irreplaceable asset to the village, but they all need 

to know what to do and when to do it. This role has been executed by Jo Eames, 

a face we all recognise as she runs back and forth to the shop, big smiles and 

willingness to solve all kinds of last minute ófilling inó to ensure all runs 

smoothly. Jo has decided that this time is the right time to hand over the organ-

ising of the Volunteer Rota to another capable pair of hands.  We are very 

pleased that Nikki Walker who already volunteers in the shop will be the new 

smiley face and take on Joõs role.  

We would like to thank Jo for her hard work and enthusiasm. She will still be 

volunteering in the shop and will be a regular face behind the counter.  Another 

new addition to our shop family is a Safeguarding Officer for the shop and post 

office. Lisa Maynard has agreed to fulfil this position and has already imple-

mented a number of measures. Please do continue to support your shop. There 

is a suggestion book at the counter should you wish to suggest your ideas and 

views on any aspect of your community shop.    

Speldhurst Community Shop 
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Speldhurst Bowls Club 
If you would like to give bowls a 

try this year, why not pop along 

for a free trial session or two. 

We have a practice/social 

evening every Tuesday evening 

(weather permitting) from 

5.30pm to 7pm during the season.The 2025 season runs from 5th 

April when we have our enrolment evening to 20th September, our 

last match.  No previous experience is necessary and no there is no 

need to pre-book or bring any equipment, just turn up with a pair of 

flat soled shoes.  
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Garden & Allotment 

News 
Australian Flatworms: Seen These Little Nasties? 
 
Just the other day, I found 6 Australian flatworms on my allotment. Iõd not even 
heard of them until recently. And I know from comments of neighbours, they 
have now been found pretty much all over the allotments. 
On the allotments, we take pride in growing healthy produce in rich, living soil 
as well as maintaining a good biodiversity. But the Australian flatworms are a 
threat that could undermine all that hard work ð and not just on the allotments. 
Australian flatworms are not pleasant to look at, they are slender, soft-bodied 
invertebrates, often measuring between 5 to 10 centimetres in length. Their dis-
tinctive reddish-brown colour with a paler underside gives them a striking ap-
pearance, especially when contrasted against garden soil. 
Active mainly during cool, damp conditions, they are nocturnal and often hide 
under pots, stones, or in compost during the day. The primary threat posed by 
Australian flatworms is their diet: earthworms. 
Earthworms play a crucial role in soil health by aerating the earth, recycling nu-
trients, and improving drainage. By preying on them, Australian flatworms un-
dermine the natural balance of garden ecosystems. The result can be a noticea-
ble decline in earthworm populations, leading to long-term degradation of soil 
structure and fertility. 
Many birds, hedgehogs, and other wildlife depend on earthworms for food. A 
decline in worm populations can have a ripple effect, affecting the broader bal-
ance of biodiversity in and around the allotments. 
But what can we do about them?  
Controlling their spread is challenging. These flatworms are reported to be 
highly resilient and can regenerate from small body fragments, making them 
difficult to eradicate once introduced. If found, they should be removed carefully 
and disposed of either by sealing them in a plastic bag and freezing before dis-
carding in the bin ð never composted ð or ôdrowningõ them in salty water. 
While the full impact of Australian flatworms is still being studied, their pres-
ence is a reminder of the unintended consequences of species introductions. By 
staying vigilant and working together, we can help stop the spread of this inva-
sive species and protect the health of our soil ð and our harvests and biodiversi-
ty ð for years to come. 
If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook 
page where we go into this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers & 
Gardeners and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/305824050847755. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755
https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755
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Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀǊƳ ŘǊȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ  .ǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎΦ bƻǿ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻΣ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎΣ ²ƻƻŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭǎΣ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘ DŀǊƭƛŎ ƻǊ 
wŀƴǎƻƳǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŘŀƳǇŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ tǳǊǇƭŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƅƻǿŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƻƊŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭǎΦ 
 ¢ƘŜ .ƛǧŜǊƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ w{t. ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇ ŀƊŜǊ 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜȄǝƴŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ мм 
ƳŀƭŜǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ  ǊŜŜŘ ōŜŘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ноу ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƳŀƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ Lǘǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ōƛǊŘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜũƻǊǘΦ Lǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǊƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƪȅ IŜǊƻƴΦ 
 Lƴ YŜƴǘΣ  9ƭƳƭŜȅ  ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴƎŜƴŜǎǎ w{t. ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ wȅŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊΣ ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ 
ƳŀƭŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ .ȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ōƛǊŘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜ 
wŜŜŘ ōŜŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ .ŜŀǊŘŜŘ ¢ƛǘǎΣ wŜŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ /ǳŎƪƻƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƭŀȅǎ ƛǘǎ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘΦ 
 hƴ ǘƻ .ǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳǧŜǊƅȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ 
ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΦ 
bŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ нлнп ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 
ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ ²ƻǊǊȅƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-ǿƻǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ϥǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎϥ ς ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎΣ DŀǘŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ [ŀǊƎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ .ƭǳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 
ǳǎ ǘƻ  ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘǎΦ ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǿƴƳƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƻǊ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ  ƎǊƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ - ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ !ǇǊƛƭ 
ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΚ Lǘϥǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΥ Řƻƴϥǘ Ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ōǊŜŜŘΣ ƭŀȅ ŜƎƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ  tƭǳǎ ƴƻ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜǎ  ƻǊ ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜǎ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
 
!ƭŀƴ CƻǊŘ 

Nature Watch  
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Anyone watch the latest series of the Apprentice? Well, last term, a group of 
Year 6 entrepreneurs from Speldhurst School had an opportunity to develop 
their own business idea as part of the annual Junior Enterprise Scheme.  It 
may not have been television, but I bet Lord Sugar would have been im-
pressed at  way they handled their task. 

Held at Beechwood School, the aim of the event was to introduce children to 
the concept of product design and market-
ing.  The task involved  mapping and creating a 
product from junk material. Then they priced and 
marketed it, including filming a short advert and 
giving a PowerPoint presentation as well as rep-
resenting it at a trade fair organised on the 
day.  Their idea was a ôWinnie the Poohõ roller 
coaster and although they were up against tough 
competition, they came away with third place and a lot of life lessons 
learnt.   Congratulations to all involved. Youõre hired! 

Meanwhile at the younger end of the school, KS1 children made Easter bon-
nets. Imagination and ambition were demonstrated in 
their creations which they paraded round Speldhurst as 
proud parents and village residents looked on.  

  

 

Speldhurst School has a close long-standing connection 
with St Maryõs Church, particularly 
at important times in the Christan 
calendar such as Easter. The older KS2 pupils had a 
chance to reflect on the meaning of Easter at a special 
service and were each given a ôpalm crossõ to take home 
to remind them of the Easter message  long after all the 
chocolate eggs have been eaten! 
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Chocolate may be tempting to adult and child alike but so is the healthy and 
delicious food which children are learning to cook with the return of the 
aptly named Cooking Pioneers who provide regular cooking classes. 
Last  term the children  made pasta salads, pate, summer puddings and 
smoothies (recipes on the Pioneers website) and also learnt to use kitchen 
utensils and appliances safely.   

If this monthõs article has had a theme, it is about life lessons and skills, 
whether personal, practical or entrepreneurial efforts as a team. Even 
though Speldhurst is a comparatively small 
school, it has a record of success in sport ð 
and perhaps more importantly 
for  determination and resilience. Take the 
netball team for example who after loosing 
by two goals to St James, went on to win 8-
3 against St Johnõs in what was described 
as a ôvery entertaining gameõ 

And finally a gallery of Year 6 work, including 
coil pots made in the Mayan tradition, beetle-
inspired mixed media art (who thought creepy 
crawlies could be so beautiful) and a tray of 
chocolate truffles ð Yes! Life really is ôjust a box 
of chocolatesõ!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SARA ANDREW COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR  
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Donôt miss the beautiful Bluebellsé.. 


