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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the May issue and, whatever the weather, we can all appreciate the
beauty of Spring around us here in Speldhurst. We are so fortunate to live
amongst such stunning countryside and a walk around us costs nothing but is
priceless!

Please look out for detailed updates about our community developments inside
and this month&s range of events anc
as something that is yours so please get in touch if you would like to feature an
activity, an event, a favourite charity you are supporting, a new idea for a feature
or simply your favourite recipe. .. asc
reflecting our community.

Best wishes, Maria

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emallsfore 10th May 2025 for the June Issue:
speldhurst.news@gmail.coVord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
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Speldhurst Parish Council- Free online Courses

We are delighted that our application to Kent County Council's Helping Hands
Scheme for a £1,000 grant towards the running of Langton Pavilion Community
Hub at Langton Pavilion was successful. The Helping Hands Scheme is funded
by Kent and Medway Public Health, and we'd like to say a big thank you for
their contribution, which will help us continue to provide a space for The
Community Hub in partnership with Thrive Langton carry out their important
work in providing wellbeing resources to the local community. The Helping
Hands Scheme also funds free online mental health awareness training by the
mental health charityMind. If you attended Thrive Langton's recent events
about adult and young people's ment e
upcoming courses (intended to equip participants with the skills and

confidence to address mental health concerns in their communities) really
helpful.

You can find links to the Mid Kent Mind website below, and we encourage you
to book on to these free sessions if you can.

Everyday Mental Health courgeMid Kent Mind
Youth Mental Health and Suicide Awareness coudrbtid Kent Mind
Adult Suicide Prevention cour$eMid Kent Mind
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Advertising Role with the Speldhurst News Team

Speldhurst News is put together and run by a group of volunteers. We produce
and distribute over 400 magazines throughout the year. As grafit organi-

zation we rely on advertising and subscriptions to cover our printing costs. Eric
Roughley, who has been managing the advertising section, has decided to retire
so the team is keen to find someone with around two hours to spare a month to

help.

The main tasks are encouraging advertisers to place ads, invoicing, collecting
money, and managing any postal subscriptions. You will be joining the voluntary
team who run the magazine, so we would love to hear from anyone who is en-
thusiastic and can contribute fresh ideas, ensuring that Speldhurst News re-
mains a popular source of village news and information and helping the village
community.

If you would like to find out more details, then please contact David Lamey
lameyltd2016@gmail.com
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Dear Speldhurst Shop Friends and Supporters

As we fly into April, we have all been the lucky recipients of some truly amazing
summer weather with gorgeous bluebel
with sunshine and blue skies. As our new home is being created before your ver
eyes, we are grateful that the warmer weather has allowed the works to progres:
without a weather hitch. More news on that under separate cover. We have to
thank our homegrown florist from Stockland Green, Vicky Trifiletti, for her
beauti ful bouquets she offered for s
indeed some lucky Mums that Sunday!

The shop continues to serve you, our community, on a daily basis but should we
not have in stock what you require, please do ask. We are a small shop and can
not stock huge ranges, but we will go the extra mile to ensure that we can get
what you want. I f you dondt ask, we
or summer holiday abroad, dondot f or
eign currency. We have a superb Post Office and it is far easier to pop down the
road than struggle into town, especially with the months of road works prom-
ised. We can offer both regular bread orders and special requirements for week-
ends, high days and holidays. Take a look in the freezers, stocked with delicious
goodies. We hope to upgrade this facility in the new premises but some of the
goods are there already. Did you knc
ocroissants?

If you are a user of social media, you may have seen the new entries on Facebo
and Instagram showing the progress at the Chapel. These are courtesy of Em
Foster who is working to keep every demographic of the village abreast of the
progress. If the Speldhurst News is your only avenue to see what is happening
at the shop, we are also updating a shop blackboard with current news. This
blackboard has news for you and also requests for help in various ways.

If you would like to donate some time and expertise on either the Chapel Project

or the Shop do pop in and see how you may help.



As you may have heard Edward Pinnell will be standing down as Chair of the
Community Benefit Society, a role he has undertaken since 2019 when Speld-
hurstds Community Shop and Post Of fi
ownership.

Edward and Julie, also a very active volunteer for the shop, are planning to mov
to pastures new. Edward, along with many other volunteers and our staff, has
been instrumental in enabling your shop to remain open and trade successfully.
And more recently the project to convert the Chapel into a new Community
Shop and Post Office and Social space for the village was, in part, thanks to Ed
wardds energy and enthusiasm. We ar
their hard work.

Volunteers in the shop are an irreplaceable asset to the village, but they all neec
to know what to do and when to do it. This role has been executed by Jo Eames
a face we all recognise as she runs back and forth to the shop, big smiles and
willingness to solve al/l kinds of |
smoothly. Jo has decided that this time is the right time to hand over the organ-
ising of the Volunteer Rota to another capable pair of hands. We are very
pleased that Nikki Walker who already volunteers in the shop will be the new
smiley face and take on Jods rol e.

We would like to thank Jo for her hard work and enthusiasm. She will still be
volunteering in the shop and will be a regular face behind the counter. Another
new addition to our shop family is a Safeguarding Officer for the shop and post
office. Lisa Maynard has agreed to fulfil this position and has already imple-
mented a number of measures. Please do continue to support your shop. There
is a suggestion book at the counter should you wish to suggest your ideas and
views on any aspect of your community shop.

Speldhurst Community Shop
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CELEBRATIONS!

400th ANNIVERSARY of STJOHN'’S
SUNDAY 29t JUNE 2025

THANKSGIVING SERVICE ( BISHOP of
TONBRIDGE ) 11am
FOLLOWED by MORRIS DANCING below
the PUEB 1.30pm
WATCH the DANCING with a PICNIC on the
GREEN or PUB LUNCH

ALL WELCOMIE!

BRI ERRRRRERR R R RRRRRRRRRRIRRR R R
Ghbhhbhahhhbh AR Bh R EhBE bR AN b AR AR RS R ]

it
:
a
i
i
)
i
i
)
a
i
i
)
i
i
o |
i
i
a
i
i
)
i
i
)
a
i
h
g
:



o &)

P GPELOHURS,
ﬁ»q(,(‘/\(;?/,\ = SHOPw (@) Instagram
‘ s 4
7"1 AP Follow us @ speldhurstchapel
Speldhurst Chapel update

Gavin and the team have been very busy demolishing walls and ceilings and bricking up doors
and windows for our new space. With such an old building it was inevitable that we would find
soma damage. The mainissue we found was in the floor. Thera were lots of rotten bearers that
have now been replaca with concrete ones that will last a lifetime. We also treated the floor for
woodworm. Insultation has been laid and a brand new structural floor will provide a flat surface
across the whole building. The stock room will be accessed seanmlessly from the shop floor.
No more stairs!

Avital part of the build is to bring the current building up to the 21 century with lots of
insulation. The floors and the external walls are being insulatad to satisfy building regulations
as well as keeping us cool in the summer and warm in the winter, and keaping our bills down.

The walls at the back of the building have baen taken down to craate our new stock room. The
internal chimney breast has been removed and the stack reinforced with block work. The
rafters in the stock room ceiling have been repaired and renewead so we can craate some roof
space storage above the stock room. Even our Christmas Tree will have a new home!

Any questions please contact Lynsay.bischoff@gmail.com



Blackham Country Players
and
Penshurst Amateur Dramatic Society

present

Penshurst Village Hall
22" 23" and 24" May
£10 or £18 with fish and chip supper

Doors open 6.30pm Curtain up 7.30pm
Tickets: Sue 01892 770104 /07778

495620
www.penshurstamdram.co.uk

Blackham Village Hall
29" May £8
30" and 315 £10 with refreshments

Doors open 7.00pm Curtain up 7.30pm

Tickets: Tony 0777 925 3995
www.blackhamcountryplayers.co.uk

Licensed Bar

Raffle
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SATVRDAY 3RD MAY

10.00AM TO 12.1SPM

CAFE FROM 10AM - SERVING TEA, COFFEE +
HOMEMADE CAKES
LOTS OF LOVELY THINGS T6 BVY : BREAD,
LOCALLY MADE PASTIES AND CAKES, HOMEMADE
PRESERVES, LOCAL HONEY, EG6S, BIRD FOOD,
CRAFT ITEMS, BRIC-A-BRAC




goe i Garden & Allotment
g News

Australian Flatworms: Seen These Little Nasties?

Just the other day, I found 6 Austr.
heard of them until recently. And | know from comments of neighbours, they
have now been found pretty much all over the allotments.

On the allotments, we take pride in growing healthy produce in rich, living soil
as well as maintaining a good biodiversity. But the Australian flatworms are a
threat that could undermine all that hard woBland not just on the allotments.
Australian flatworms are not pleasant to look at, they are slenderbedfed
invertebrates, often measuring between 5 to 10 centimetres in length. Their dis-
tinctive reddishbrown colour with a paler underside gives them a striking ap-
pearance, especially when contrasted against garden soil.

Active mainly during cool, damp conditions, they are nocturnal and often hide
under pots, stones, or in compost during the day. The primary threat posed by
Australian flatworms is their diet: earthworms.

Earthworms play a crucial role in soil health by aerating the earth, recycling nu-
trients, and improving drainage. By preying on them, Australian flatworms un-
dermine the natural balance of garden ecosystems. The result can be a noticea
ble decline in earthworm populations, leading to ldagn degradation of soil
structure and fertility.

Many birds, hedgehogs, and other wildlife depend on earthworms for food. A
decline in worm populations can have a ripple effect, affecting the broader bal-
ance of biodiversity in and around the allotments.

But what can we do about them?

Controlling their spread is challenging. These flatworms are reported to be
highly resilient and can regenerate from small body fragments, making them
difficult to eradicate once introduced. If found, they should be removed carefully
and disposed of either by sealing them in a plastic bag and freezing before dis-
carding in the birdnever compostedor o6dr owni ngd them i
While the full impact of Australian flatworms is still being studied, their pres-
ence is a reminder of the unintended consequences of species introductions. By
staying vigilant and working together, we can help stop the spread of this inva-
sive species and protect the health of our&aihd our harvests and biodiversi-

ty dfor years to come.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook
page where we go into this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers &
Gardeners and the web addresigps://www.facebook.com/
groups/305824050847755.
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Nature Watch
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL ==
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Parish Courneil
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The 2025 KALC Community Award & Our Annual Parish Meeting - Monday
19" May, Ashurst Village Hall
Each year, we look forward to
presenting the KALC Community
Award at our APM. This award
celebrates those who have
contributed significantly to their
local community. In 2024, we
presented it posthumously to
Langton Green resident Josie
Gamble in recognition of her
kindness and organisational skills,
which enriched the whole
community, from the church and
toddler group to community lunches and the village fete Josie’s husband
Mark accepted her award, a touching moment for everyone present.

As this year's meeting will have an environmental theme, we will present the
award to someone who has dedicated many years to the protection of
wildlife and the countryside and the promotion of biodiversity in Speldhurst
Parish. We hope you will join us to see them collect their award.

Along with the presentation of the KALC award, you can hear from our guest
speakers, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Landscape and Biodiversity
Officer, David Scully, and Tree Officer, Rhodri Jones. We also lock forward to
sharing all we're doing at the parish council to tackle environmental issues
like biodiversity, EV charging, and recycling.

There will be updates from our Planning, Highways, and Amenities
Committees, too, plus an overview of how we will spend this year's precept.

Join us from 7.00 pm for a drink, meet our parish goungillgrs, and browse our
displays of recent biodiversity projects. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm.
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Speedwatch - Can You Help?

Statistics show Speedwatch sessions really can reduce speeding when
frequently undertaken; this was certainly the case when we ran regular
sessions on Barden Road. Unfortunately, our Speldhurst Speedwatch
coordinators are no longer able to organise sessions. We are keen to get
Speedwatch back up and running again, so whether you are already a
volunteer or are new to Speedwatch and want to help lower speeds in the
village, please contact our Clerk for a chat about what the coordinator role
involves. The commitment only needs to be a couple of times a month!

Deer Sightings — A Reminder

Following reports of near misses and collisions with deer on Groombridge
Hill, we asked Kent County Council to install a deer warning sign, but they
said they require more data about how many deer and how frequently they
are seen before proceeding. So please help by letting us know when you next
see deer in Groombridge (or other parts of the parish). Even better if you
have a passenger who can safely take a photo. Qur contact details are below.

Book Langton Green Pavilion

Do you have a party, workshop, training course,
or other event coming up for which you need a
venue? Together with all the great village halls
in our parish, the pavilion at Langton Green
Recreation Ground makes an ideal place.
Although it is booked out to Langton Pavilion
Community Hub and Langton Green Community
Sports Association at certain times, it is still
worth contacting us directly if your booking
inquiry falls within these times, as it might be
possible to offer availability with their agreement. Find out more at our
website: www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk on the ‘Book our Pavilion’ tab.

Full Council Meetings — Everyone Welcome

7.30 pm Tuesday 6" May, The Pavilion, Langton Green Recreation Ground
Annual Parish Meeting 7.00 pm Monday 19" May, Ashurst Village Hall

To Contact The Parish Council: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve: 01892
B62927 /07760 769513 or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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|@'| Speldhurst CEP Primary School News |@'|
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Anyone watch the latest series of the Apprentice? Well, last term, a group of
Year 6 entrepreneurs from Speldhurst School had an opportunity to develop
their own business idea as part of the annual Junior Enterprise Schenie.
may not have been television, but | bet Lord Sugar would have been im-
pressed atway they handled their task.

Held at Beechwood School, the aim of the event was to introduce children to
the concept of product design and market-

ing. The task involved mapping and creating a
product from junk material. Then they priced and
marketed it, including filming a short advert and
giving a PowerPoint presentation as well as rep-
resenting it at a trade fair organised on the

day. Their i dea was a 0Wi
coaster and although they were up against tough
competition, they came away with third place and a lot of life lessons

learntt Congratul ations to al/l invol ved.

Meanwhile at the younger end of the school, KS1 children made Easter bon-
nets. Imagination and ambition were demonstrated in
their creations which they paraded round Speldhurst as
proud parents and village residents looked on.

Speldhurst School has a close lorgtanding connection
with St Maryds CH,
= at important times in the Christan
. calendar such as Easter. The older KS2 puplls had a
chance to reflect on the meaning of Easter at a special

service and were each given
to remind them of the Easter messag#ng after all the

. chocolate eggs have been eaten!

Narti

14



Chocolate may be tempting to adult and child alike but so is the healthy and
delicious food which children are learning to cook with the return of the
aptly named Cooking Pioneers who provide regular cooking classes.

Last term the children made pasta salads, pate, summer puddings and
smoothies (recipes on the Pioneers website) and also learnt to use kitchen
utensils and appliances safely.

I f this monthés article has had a ¢t
whether personal, practical or entrepreneurial efforts as a team. Even

though Speldhurst is a comparatively small

school, it has a record of success in spait |
and perhaps more importantly

for determination and resilience. Take the
netball team for example who after loosing & §
by two goals to St James, went on to win-8F
3 against St Johndsf|
as a O6very entertail

And finally a gallery of Year 6 work, including
coil pots made in the Mayan tradition, beetle
inspired mixed media art (who thought creepy
crawlies could be so beautiful) and a tray of
chocolate trufflesdYes! Li fe r ea

of chocol ateso! !

SARA ANDREW COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR
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Guilting 9roupr at
SPeldhurst Village Hall
every Friday at [0-IPm

Come and Jjoin us

Contact: darbreeze@hotmail.com
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