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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the May issue and, whatever the weather, we can all appreciate the
beauty of Spring around us here in Speldhurst. We are so fortunate to live
amongst such stunning countryside and a walk around us costs nothing but is
priceless!

Please look out for detailed updates about our community developments inside
and this month’s range of events and activities. We like to think of the magazine
as something that is yours so please get in touch if you would like to feature an
activity, an event, a favourite charity you are supporting, a new idea for a feature
or simply your favourite recipe...as we'd like to keep the magazine fresh and
reflecting our community.

Best wishes, Maria

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emails before 10th May 2025 for the June Issue to:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.

Inside this month....

Local News and Events 2-9
Allotment News 10
Nature Watch 1
Parish Council 12-13
Speldhurst Primary School 14-15
Around and about 16-17
Church Diary & News 18-19
Letter from St. Mary’s 20
Clubs & Organisations 21-22
Advertising 23-32

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.
The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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Speldhurst Parish Council - Free online Courses

We are delighted that our application to Kent County Council's Helping Hands
Scheme for a £1,000 grant towards the running of Langton Pavilion Community
Hub at Langton Pavilion was successful. The Helping Hands Scheme is funded
by Kent and Medway Public Health, and we'd like to say a big thank you for
their contribution, which will help us continue to provide a space for The
Community Hub in partnership with Thrive Langton carry out their important
work in providing wellbeing resources to the local community. The Helping
Hands Scheme also funds free online mental health awareness training by the
mental health charity, Mind. If you attended Thrive Langton's recent events
about adult and young people's mental health, we think you'll find these
upcoming courses (intended to equip participants with the skills and
confidence to address mental health concerns in their communities) really
helpful.

You can find links to the Mid Kent Mind website below, and we encourage you
to book on to these free sessions if you can.

Everyday Mental Health course — Mid Kent Mind
Youth Mental Health and Suicide Awareness course — Mid Kent Mind

Adult Suicide Prevention course — Mid Kent Mind
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% What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in May &

If you are looking for activities with your Under 5’s in the village,
here are two.

Bumps and Babes - coffee mornings for new Mums. We meet fort-
i nightly on a Monday from 10.30am. This month, because of the many S
bank holidays we will only be meeting once. Do message Jenny if

e you have a child under 2 and are interested in joining this group. i

i Praise and Play "I

& St Mary’s Toddler Group meets twice a week during term time on %
Wednesdays (9.30-11) and Fridays (9-10.30) in the church. We start

% with free play and a craft, then gather for a story and some songs. Ar- s

rive when you can, we’ll offer you a coffee or tea and a warm wel-
come whatever the time you come.

o This group is suitable for all under 5’s whether they can toddle or not. i

S Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, S
or know someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on

% 01892 541200 or 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com s
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Adpvertising Role with the Speldhurst News Team

Speldhurst News is put together and run by a group of volunteers. We produce
and distribute over 400 magazines throughout the year. As a non-profit organi-
zation we rely on advertising and subscriptions to cover our printing costs. Eric
Roughley, who has been managing the advertising section, has decided to retire,
so the team is keen to find someone with around two hours to spare a month to
help.

The main tasks are encouraging advertisers to place ads, invoicing, collecting
money, and managing any postal subscriptions. You will be joining the voluntary
team who run the magazine, so we would love to hear from anyone who is en-
thusiastic and can contribute fresh ideas, ensuring that Speldhurst News re-
mains a popular source of village news and information and helping the village
community.

If you would like to find out more details, then please contact David Lamey
lameyltd2016@gmail.com
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Dear Speldhurst Shop Friends and Supporters

As we fly into April, we have all been the lucky recipients of some truly amazing
summer weather with gorgeous bluebell walks and a beautiful Mother’s Day
with sunshine and blue skies. As our new home is being created before your very
eyes, we are grateful that the warmer weather has allowed the works to progress
without a weather hitch. More news on that under separate cover. We have to
thank our home -grown florist from Stockland Green, Vicky Trifiletti, for her
beautiful bouquets she offered for sale in the shop for Mother’s Day. There were
indeed some lucky Mums that Sunday!

The shop continues to serve you, our community, on a daily basis but should we
not have in stock what you require, please do ask. We are a small shop and can-
not stock huge ranges, but we will go the extra mile to ensure that we can get
what you want. If you don’t ask, we don’t know. If you are planning a half term
or summer holiday abroad, don't forget the shop can supply you with your for-
eign currency. We have a superb Post Office and it is far easier to pop down the
road than struggle into town, especially with the months of road works prom-
ised. We can offer both regular bread orders and special requirements for week-
ends, high days and holidays. Take a look in the freezers, stocked with delicious
goodies. We hope to upgrade this facility in the new premises but some of the
goods are there already. Did you know we stock frozen “bake at home
“croissants?

If you are a user of social media, you may have seen the new entries on Facebook
and Instagram showing the progress at the Chapel. These are courtesy of Em
Foster who is working to keep every demographic of the village abreast of the
progress. If the Speldhurst News is your only avenue to see what is happening
at the shop, we are also updating a shop blackboard with current news. This
blackboard has news for you and also requests for help in various ways.

If you would like to donate some time and expertise on either the Chapel Project

or the Shop do pop in and see how you may help.



As you may have heard Edward Pinnell will be standing down as Chair of the
Community Benefit Society, a role he has undertaken since 2019 when Speld-
hurst’s Community Shop and Post Office commenced trading under community
ownership.

Edward and Julie, also a very active volunteer for the shop, are planning to move
to pastures new. Edward, along with many other volunteers and our staff, has
been instrumental in enabling your shop to remain open and trade successtfully.
And more recently the project to convert the Chapel into a new Community
Shop and Post Office and Social space for the village was, in part, thanks to Ed-
ward’s energy and enthusiasm. We are very grateful to Edward and Julie for all
their hard work.

Volunteers in the shop are an irreplaceable asset to the village, but they all need
to know what to do and when to do it. This role has been executed by Jo Eames,
a face we all recognise as she runs back and forth to the shop, big smiles and
willingness to solve all kinds of last minute "filling in” to ensure all runs
smoothly. Jo has decided that this time is the right time to hand over the organ-
ising of the Volunteer Rota to another capable pair of hands. We are very
pleased that Nikki Walker who already volunteers in the shop will be the new
smiley face and take on Jo's role.

We would like to thank Jo for her hard work and enthusiasm. She will still be
volunteering in the shop and will be a regular face behind the counter. Another
new addition to our shop family is a Safeguarding Officer for the shop and post
office. Lisa Maynard has agreed to fulfil this position and has already imple-
mented a number of measures. Please do continue to support your shop. There
is a suggestion book at the counter should you wish to suggest your ideas and
views on any aspect of your community shop.

Speldhurst Community Shop



Speldhurst Bowls Club EEEEEESE

If you would like to give bowls a ROLL UPV
try this year, why not pop along @
for a free trial session or two. ROLL UP'
We have a practice/social o
evening every Tuesday evening BE B EEEEBSB
(weather permitting) from

5.30pm to 7pm during the season.The 2025 season runs from 5th
April when we have our enrolment evening to 20th September, our
last match. No previous experience is necessary and no there is no

need to pre-book or bring any equipment, just turn up with a pair of
flat soled shoes.
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CELEBRATIONS!
400th ANNIVERSARY of ST JOHN’S
SUNDAY 29t JUNE 2025

THANKSGIVING SERVICE ( BISHOP of
TONBRIDGE ) 11am
FOLLOWED by MORRIS DANCING below
the PUEB 1.30pm
WATCH the DANCING with a PICNIC on the
GREEN or PUB LUNCH

ALL WELCOMIE!
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Speldhurst Chapel update

Gavin and the team have been very busy demolishing walls and ceilings and bricking up doors
and windows for our new space. With such an old building it was inevitable that we would find
soma damage. The mainissue we found was in the floor. Thera were lots of rotten bearers that
have now been replaca with concrete ones that will last a lifetime. We also treated the floor for
woodworm. Insultation has been laid and a brand new structural floor will provide a flat surface
across the whole building. The stock room will be accessed seanmlessly from the shop floor.
No more stairs!

Avital part of the build is to bring the current building up to the 21 century with lots of
insulation. The floors and the external walls are being insulatad to satisfy building regulations
as well as keeping us cool in the summer and warm in the winter, and keaping our bills down.

The walls at the back of the building have baen taken down to craate our new stock room. The
internal chimney breast has been removed and the stack reinforced with block work. The
rafters in the stock room ceiling have been repaired and renewead so we can craate some roof
space storage above the stock room. Even our Christmas Tree will have a new home!

Any questions please contact Lynsay.bischoff@gmail.com



Blackham Country Players
and
Penshurst Amateur Dramatic Society

present

Penshurst Village Hall
22" 23" and 24" May
£10 or £18 with fish and chip supper

Doors open 6.30pm Curtain up 7.30pm
Tickets: Sue 01892 770104 /07778

495620
www.penshurstamdram.co.uk

Blackham Village Hall
29" May £8
30" and 315 £10 with refreshments

Doors open 7.00pm Curtain up 7.30pm

Tickets: Tony 0777 925 3995
www.blackhamcountryplayers.co.uk

Licensed Bar

Raffle
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SATVRDAY 3RD MAY

10.00AM TO 12.1SPM

CAFE FROM 10AM - SERVING TEA, COFFEE +
HOMEMADE CAKES
LOTS OF LOVELY THINGS T6 BVY : BREAD,
LOCALLY MADE PASTIES AND CAKES, HOMEMADE
PRESERVES, LOCAL HONEY, EG6S, BIRD FOOD,
CRAFT ITEMS, BRIC-A-BRAC




w™ Garden & Allotment
o il News

Australian Flatworms: Seen These Little Nasties?

Just the other day, I found 6 Australian flatworms on my allotment. I'd not even
heard of them until recently. And I know from comments of neighbours, they
have now been found pretty much all over the allotments.

On the allotments, we take pride in growing healthy produce in rich, living soil
as well as maintaining a good biodiversity. But the Australian flatworms are a
threat that could undermine all that hard work — and not just on the allotments.
Australian flatworms are not pleasant to look at, they are slender, soft-bodied
invertebrates, often measuring between 5 to 10 centimetres in length. Their dis-
tinctive reddish-brown colour with a paler underside gives them a striking ap-
pearance, especially when contrasted against garden soil.

Active mainly during cool, damp conditions, they are nocturnal and often hide
under pots, stones, or in compost during the day. The primary threat posed by
Australian flatworms is their diet: earthworms.

Earthworms play a crucial role in soil health by aerating the earth, recycling nu-
trients, and improving drainage. By preying on them, Australian flatworms un-
dermine the natural balance of garden ecosystems. The result can be a noticea-
ble decline in earthworm populations, leading to long-term degradation of soil
structure and fertility.

Many birds, hedgehogs, and other wildlife depend on earthworms for food. A
decline in worm populations can have a ripple effect, affecting the broader bal-
ance of biodiversity in and around the allotments.

But what can we do about them?

Controlling their spread is challenging. These flatworms are reported to be
highly resilient and can regenerate from small body fragments, making them
difficult to eradicate once introduced. If found, they should be removed carefully
and disposed of either by sealing them in a plastic bag and freezing before dis-
carding in the bin — never composted - or ‘drowning’ them in salty water.
While the full impact of Australian flatworms is still being studied, their pres-
ence is a reminder of the unintended consequences of species introductions. By
staying vigilant and working together, we can help stop the spread of this inva-
sive species and protect the health of our soil - and our harvests and biodiversi-
ty - for years to come.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook
page where we go into this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers &
Gardeners and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/305824050847755.
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Nature Watch

In March we had some warm dry weather at last and the natural world
responded by catching up with flowers and Butterflies on the wing. Now we
have the summer to look forward to, lots of wild Flowers and hoards of insects
of all types, Woods will have Bluebells, mixed with the White of Wild Garlic or
Ransoms to give another name for this plant, usually found in damper parts of
the wood. The first of the Orchids, the Early Purple, will be in flower. These are
often found in Woodland with Bluebells.

The Bittern, according to the RSPB is on the up after
nearly becoming extinct in the 1990s, with only 11
males heard with their booming call. After a lot of
work restoring reed beds across the country over the
years, last year 238 booming males were heard. Its .
been a steady increase over the years, even if you (gt s

know where they are breeding it is not an easy bird to RN e

see but well worth the effort. It looks like a brown streaky Heron.

In Kent, Elmley and Dungeness RSPB reserves and in Rye Harbour, booming
males can be heard. By helping this one bird it also helps all other birds that use
Reed beds like Bearded Tits, Reed Warblers which also helps the Cuckoo that
lays its eggs in their nests as well as many different insects, which makes this an
important trend.

On to Butterflies and Butterfly Conservation are upset by the latest
figures for last year. Here is the data which has been received from its surveys.
Newly released it shows that 2024 was one of the worst years on record for
butterflies in the UK and, for the first time on record, more than half of
butterfly species in the UK are now in long-term decline. Worryingly, last year
was also the second-worst year on record for 'wider countryside species' — the
common butterflies that live in gardens, parks and across the landscape such
as, Gatekeeper, Large White and Common Blue. This summer, they are asking
us to make a promise to butterflies and moths. Will you put away the
lawnmower and let some grass or vegetation grow long - all the way from April
to September? It's simple: don't mow all your lawn between April and
September. This is the most important time of year to have long grass because
it’s when most caterpillars feed and adults shelter, breed, lay eggs, and drink
the nectar from flowers. Plus no pesticides or herbicides or as little as possible.

Alan Ford
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL ==
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The 2025 KALC Community Award & Our Annual Parish Meeting - Monday
19" May, Ashurst Village Hall
Each year, we look forward to
presenting the KALC Community
Award at our APM. This award
celebrates those who have
contributed significantly to their
local community. In 2024, we
presented it posthumously to
Langton Green resident Josie
Gamble in recognition of her
kindness and organisational skills,
which enriched the whole
community, from the church and
toddler group to community lunches and the village fete Josie’s husband
Mark accepted her award, a touching moment for everyone present.

As this year's meeting will have an environmental theme, we will present the
award to someone who has dedicated many years to the protection of
wildlife and the countryside and the promotion of biodiversity in Speldhurst
Parish. We hope you will join us to see them collect their award.

Along with the presentation of the KALC award, you can hear from our guest
speakers, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Landscape and Biodiversity
Officer, David Scully, and Tree Officer, Rhodri Jones. We also lock forward to
sharing all we're doing at the parish council to tackle environmental issues
like biodiversity, EV charging, and recycling.

There will be updates from our Planning, Highways, and Amenities
Committees, too, plus an overview of how we will spend this year's precept.

Join us from 7.00 pm for a drink, meet our parish goungillgrs, and browse our
displays of recent biodiversity projects. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm.
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Speedwatch - Can You Help?

Statistics show Speedwatch sessions really can reduce speeding when
frequently undertaken; this was certainly the case when we ran regular
sessions on Barden Road. Unfortunately, our Speldhurst Speedwatch
coordinators are no longer able to organise sessions. We are keen to get
Speedwatch back up and running again, so whether you are already a
volunteer or are new to Speedwatch and want to help lower speeds in the
village, please contact our Clerk for a chat about what the coordinator role
involves. The commitment only needs to be a couple of times a month!

Deer Sightings — A Reminder

Following reports of near misses and collisions with deer on Groombridge
Hill, we asked Kent County Council to install a deer warning sign, but they
said they require more data about how many deer and how frequently they
are seen before proceeding. So please help by letting us know when you next
see deer in Groombridge (or other parts of the parish). Even better if you
have a passenger who can safely take a photo. Qur contact details are below.

Book Langton Green Pavilion

Do you have a party, workshop, training course,
or other event coming up for which you need a
venue? Together with all the great village halls
in our parish, the pavilion at Langton Green
Recreation Ground makes an ideal place.
Although it is booked out to Langton Pavilion
Community Hub and Langton Green Community
Sports Association at certain times, it is still
worth contacting us directly if your booking
inquiry falls within these times, as it might be
possible to offer availability with their agreement. Find out more at our
website: www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk on the ‘Book our Pavilion’ tab.

Full Council Meetings — Everyone Welcome

7.30 pm Tuesday 6" May, The Pavilion, Langton Green Recreation Ground
Annual Parish Meeting 7.00 pm Monday 19" May, Ashurst Village Hall

To Contact The Parish Council: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve: 01892
B62927 /07760 769513 or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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,@] Speldhurst CEP Primary School News '@'I

Anyone watch the latest series of the Apprentice? Well, last term, a group of
Year 6 entrepreneurs from Speldhurst School had an opportunity to develop
their own business idea as part of the annual Junior Enterprise Scheme. It
may not have been television, but I bet Lord Sugar would have been im-
pressed at way they handled their task.

Held at Beechwood School, the aim of the event was to introduce children to
the concept of product design and market-

ing. The task involved mapping and creating a
product from junk material. Then they priced and
marketed it, including filming a short advert and
giving a PowerPoint presentation as well as rep-
resenting it at a trade fair organised on the

day. Their idea was a ‘Winnie the Pooh’ roller
coaster and although they were up against tough
competition, they came away with third place and a lot of life lessons
learnt. Congratulations to all involved. You’re hired!

Meanwhile at the younger end of the school, KSI children made Easter bon-
nets. Imagination and ambition were demonstrated in
their creations which they paraded round Speldhurst as
proud parents and village residents looked on.

Speldhurst School has a close long-standing connection
with St Mary’s Church, particularly 7,
™8 .t important times in the Christan | ¥
 calendar such as Easter. The older KS2 pupils had a
chance to reflect on the meaning of Easter at a special
service and were each given a ‘palm cross’ to take home
to remind them of the Easter message long after all the
. chocolate eggs have been eaten!
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Chocolate may be tempting to adult and child alike but so is the healthy and
delicious food which children are learning to cook with the return of the
aptly named Cooking Pioneers who provide regular cooking classes.

Last term the children made pasta salads, pate, summer puddings and
smoothies (recipes on the Pioneers website) and also learnt to use kitchen
utensils and appliances safely.

If this month’s article has had a theme, it is about life lessons and skills,
whether personal, practical or entrepreneurial efforts as a team. Even
though Speldhurst is a comparatively small
school, it has a record of success in sport -
and perhaps more importantly

for determination and resilience. Take the
netball team for example who after loosing _
by two goals to St James, went on to win 8- |
3 against St John’s in what was described
as a ‘very entertaining game’

And finally a gallery of Year 6 work, including
coil pots made in the Mayan tradition, beetle-
inspired mixed media art (who thought creepy
crawlies could be so beautiful) and a tray of
chocolate truffles - Yes! Life really is ‘just a box
of chocolates™!!!

SARA ANDREW COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR
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Don’t miss the beautiful Bluebells.....
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Guilting 9roupr at
SPeldhurst Village Hall
every Friday at [0-IPm

Come and Jjoin us

Contact: darbreeze@hotmail.com
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Cancer charity launches a fundraising appeal
as it looks to expand and move into new home

The Pickering Cancer Drop-In Centre is celebrating its 21st
birthday this year and - as tradition dictates- is hoping to get
its very own ‘key to the door’ with new and larger premises in
the heart of Tunbridge Wells.

Named after the late local oncologist, Dr David Pickering, the
drop-in centre provides a safe, friendly and homely space for
anyone impacted by cancer, as well as their friends and family.
It is entirely self-funding, run solely by volunteers and relies on
donations to survive.

Last year around 2,500 people turned to Pickering for help and
support with therapists providing 1,000 treatments. And at
Pickering everything is free of charge.

The charity originally opened its doors at the Homeopathic Hos-
pital in Tunbridge Wells in November 2004 and moved into its
current home in Monson Road in July 2007. While that building
has provided ‘a warm and cosy hub’ for its visitors since then,
now is the time for Pickering to ‘come of age’ and move to a
centre that is larger and more suitable to the needs of its visi-
tors, as well as being more accessible.

A new Centre will help the charity to enter its next stage of life
on a firm footing. For this to become a reality and for its visitors
- and their friends and family — to continue benefiting from the
support Pickering provides, the charity has set a goal of raising
£150,000 during 2025.

The Pickering Cancer Drop-In Centre will be holding a humber
of events in 2025 but is also encouraging the community to
support the ‘Key to the Door’ appeal. To raise funds for the
charity visit JustGiving: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
keytothedoor
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St, Mary's Church, Speldhurst | St. John's Church, Groombridge | St. Martin's Church, Ashurst

May 2025

4th May

10am Holy Communion and Baptism at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
11am Matins at St John's, Groombridge

4pm Afternoon Worship Matins at St Marin’s, Ashurst
11th May

10am Morning Worship at St Mary's, Speldhurst

1lam Holy Communion (BCP) at St John’s, Groombridge
18th May

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10.30am  Rogation Service at St Marin’s, Ashurst

25th May

10am All Age Worship at St Mary's, Speldhurst

1lam Holy Communion at St Martin's, Ashurst

6pm Evensong at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

INAVA
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The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

Register for April 2025

-‘_-‘.rr‘

Funerals and burials
8th April Pamela Ann Hughes, at St Mary’s Speldhurst 1

Yl

%
15th April Marjorie Hyder, at St John’s Groombridge ‘g( ;
2 3
Weddings
12th April Dale Hillhouse & Phillipa Cooney, at St Mary’s Speldhurst
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A Letter from St Mary’s

Let your kingdom come

As I sit down to write this piece, world stock markets are falling like stones in
response to the US governments imposition of tariffs. Governments and inves-
tors are scurrying around to save their economies and investments, and manu-
facturers are hastily reassessing their margins, as everyone waits to see what
will happen next.

As if that isn’t enough to unsettle things, the war in Gaza seems to be reigniting,
and the leadership of Ukraine has no idea whether they will have enough sup-
port from western allies for the months ahead.

What the situation will be in any these theatres as you read this article, I have no
idea.

These are indeed unsettling times. The world order we have been used to over
the last few decades, has been shattered by the incoming US president. It would
be easy to feel helpless and hopeless, whether you are concerned for your in-
vestments or pension or for the toll on human life in countries devastated by
war.

Jesus’ first century disciples must have been feeling equally devasted when the
new world order, they thought was being heralded as Jesus’ ministry unfolded,
appeared to come crashing down with his crucifixion. But as was proclaimed
throughout the world on Easter Sunday, Jesus is not dead. He is risen. The hope
his followers thought had died with him, was not lost. In fact, all that he had
been teaching them during his three-year ministry made much more sense now
he was risen.

In the Lord’s prayer Jesus taught us to pray for God’s kingdom to come here on
earth. For us to be able to experience the hope of a life with him here and now.
This is the hope that Christians hold onto when things of this world threaten us.
This is the same hope which enabled his disciples to continue to teach in his
name, when he left them and ascended back into heaven. It is why, even though
the news around us can seem unsettling and overwhelming, Christ’s resurrec-
tion assures us of God’s love for each one of us as we pray, Lord, let your king-
dom come. A sentiment so profoundly illustrated by this modern hymn —
https://youtu.be/mA29295I9A07si=tJaNJAvylyoUIFni

Jenny Fitzsimmons
Lay minister at St Mary’s Church
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft 862972
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show lain Fenn 864908
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Pat Carter 861646
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 07984 793 974
Parish Council: Chair Paul Curry 07515 938765
Vice Chair Katrina Lyle 862070
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Richard Ellery 864077
Alan Rowe 863404
Police Community Support Officer Laura Horn
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Alex Brown
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenton 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Judith Malim 864268
Andrea Burgess 863362
Speldhurst News Advertising Speldhurst.News@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Church Rector
Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website
Walking Group

vacant

Rachael Foster 07960296027

Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599

Nick Burgess 07773044374

Dima Taran 862824

Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154

Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303

Miranda Hawkins 863601

Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Mon-Thurs & Sun midday to 10-00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11-00pm.

01892 280494

Mon - Fri 8am-épm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm:; 2.30-6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30-11.30 only)

Monday 2-4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8-1pm; Sun 9-11
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9-1pm; Sun Closed
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To advertise please email

speldhurst.news@gmail.com

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.0opm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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Please email:

THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON

BEAUTY SALON
SPELDHURST
DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

speldhurst.news@gmail.com Waxing, Eye Treatments

& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton
Instagram @sanasretreat

2024
WINNER

Care Awards
Best Care Company To Work For

Amora Care Limited

AMORA CARE Regain peace of mind with our
award-winning home care.
Personal Care v~ Live-in and Nights v~

Dementia Care v Companionship v~

Book a Free Assessment Today

01892 336 842

www.amoracare.co.uk

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall
Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am
Fordcombe Village Hall

Mon 10:30am-11:30am

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am

Hildenborough Village Hall
Tues 1lam-12pm

HK:STILLYOGA

Contact

Alicia Sinclair
Booking essential 07900 347 870
Class info: alicia@still-yoga.com
www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service
We provide a Professional Will Writing Service
in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you.

For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney
and Probate.

- cALLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn

01732 369294 or 0800 1698038
EKW LEGACY PLANNING

A Professional

Is your

W|II

up to date?

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your
teeth for life...

+ Teeth whitening

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

+ Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

, 1
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598
Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

Window Cleaning & Property
Maintenance Service

Reliable. Traditional.
Local.
Call us today for your free
consultation and a highly

competitive quote!

Services we offer include:

Traditional Window Cleaning (D ic&C cial)
Conservatory Cleaning

UPVC Frame Cleaning

Fascias & Soffit Cleaning

Gutter Clearing & Cleaning

Patio Cleaning

Path Cleaning

Driveway Cleaning

Contact us:
8 07305 085639
= ultimate.sparkle@mail.com

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Projects
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

with Sam Da
of Speldhurst Villoge Hall

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM
INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please coll to discuss/book

07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

'@
% E o

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR

01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [2Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Please email:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Please email:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses
Ingrowing Nails
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot
Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Fungal Infection
Nail Trimming

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers
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Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




Louise Renton

MICHT MHFST ITHHT VICT
Pilates teacher

PILATES

ON LINE & FORDCOMBE
01892 863075 Mob 07788663107

Trevor Hinton
Restorations

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise
Tel: 07751 364343

2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,

lou.renton@btinternet.com Bidborough
e THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on
07831 394422

www.reallyhouseproud.com

Please email:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

LU\
Book online
www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

“Arrive in style with

ACS Chauffeurs”

Matt Raybone

Painter & Decorator
07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE
WILLIAMS
DESIGN

HANDMADE KI
SCULLERIES
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Volkswagen Audi Sper:lallst Ltd

VASS=

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com

April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

HAIR

ARS EXPERIENC

0//87 3595019

KIRSTY’S S( YOGA
4
Yoga for Everyone
Small group classes
In my Speldhurst garden studio

www.kirstysyoga.co.uk
07748 644689

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL
Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@ gmail com
Website: astonsteele business site

LOCAL HANDYMAN
3 SEB.ELL NTON
SEFHOMEIMPRO OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED - NO JOB O SMALL

GS) PIIOE\IL X

INTERIOR M SIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING
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Plumbing & heating

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and

Boiler installations 5
':Il‘ ;:“ e EE lacquered. 20 years experience.
I', m"”““”ll installation: ‘ 7 St Margaret's Road,

" B East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
01892 489028 - http://www.pmbraim.co.uk
www.bennix.co.uk é Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC~ .
PRIVATE TUITION BY =
QUALIFIED TEACHER HANNAH

ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
@9 11+ TUITION
% BIOLOGY GCSE
m CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

Pilates Jeacher
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

GROOMBRIDGE
MOTORING CENTRE

MOT Servicing Repairs
Air-con Diagnostics
A local friendly garage offering a
traditional service
01892 861500
stewart-vfmautosales@tiscali.co.uk

For wherever you wish you were...

Hoirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295
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Professional Plumbing
Your 5 Star

& Heating Services
Plumbing and Heating Specialists
2 8.0 0 8 ¢

BOILER INSTALLATION,
REPAIR, REPLACEMENT,
SERVICING & SAFETY
CHECK

We can advise you of the best boiler to
suit your needs, budget and specification
as well as installing and maintaining
your current boiler. PPHS would
recommend an annual boiler service to
keep your boiler running at full
efficiency, prevent any breakdowns and
Save you money

PLUMBING & PIPEWORK

Whether you need a leak repaired, a new

tap installed, radiators repaired or fitted or

general plumbing and pipe work, we can
help.

RADIATORS & POWER FLUSHING

A thorough powerfiush will improve heat
distributi ghout the pr .

subsequently lowering household energy
bills and increasing system reliability.

BATHROOMS

PPHS can do as much or as littie as you need to
help you realise your dream bathroom - including
heiping you choose the materials, sorting out the

plumbing and electrics, plastering your walls,
tiling and installing the fumiture

07702 082 193

peter@professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk

@ www.professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk
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HENRY PAUL FUNERALS

CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

% L FUNERAL PLANS FrOM
ggir(]jeeral "J%s ‘(Jorlden Charter

lanning for Later Life \__~

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image: John Turner




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Now Fully Open
Telephone: 01892 338549
email: bookings @ganddspeldhurst.com

Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 ONN




