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Welcome & Contents

Dear Readers,

As | write this we are in the midst of an unexpectedly B
glorious spring and even my cat has left his box on the windowsill once or twice
to experience the real world. He seems quite exhilarated at times but then
realises where he is and bolts inside to his safety zone.

Will the weather | ast for this year:
best. I 1l ook forward to seeing as me
fundraiser of the year.

Unfortunately, | need to close on a note of sadness as we have learnt of the dea
of Alan Ford, one of our regular contributors and a popular and active member o
our community who will be sorely missed. Our condolences go to Heather and
the girls.

Best wishes, Andrea

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emalisfore 10th June 2025 for the July Isste
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Speldhurst News Annual Subscription Collections

I have noticed a few comments on our current subscription collection
system, asking why it cannot all be done electronically. | would love to do
this but by allowing subscribers to pay by bank transfer | would not be
able to allocate specific bank receipts to individual names and addresses.
Without being able to have a list, street by street, of households and
amounts paid | would never know which amounts are unpaid. You would
not believe how slow the collection process is with sums coming in
throughout the year.

I would love to avoid counting and banking £2000 of subs and the
distributors would also love to have their procedure simplified but unless
each household is allocated a unique reference | am afraid we will have to
keep the existing system.

| hope that you understand.

David Lamey {Treasurer)

London Marathon in aid of Nourish
Community Foodbank

I would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who spons
London Marathon. Thanks to your
amazing generosity | have raised just ov
£4100 for Nourish. :
A truly magnificent amount for which
Nourish are extremely grateful.

t hi

Many thanks once again.
Paul Eames




We're
Open!

Hello from
Dragonfly Farm
Shop & Cafe.

We're excited to announce
that the Dragonfly Farm
Shop is now open in
Speldhurst - and we can't
wait to welcome you. The
café will follow shortly, so
stay tuned for updates!

Our farm shop is filled
with a carefully curated
selection of quality
goods, including some
of our favourite local
finds like Birchden
Vineyard Honey, Rye
Chocolate, and
Bignose & Beardy
Ciders, along with a
few standout products
from further afield.

This has been a real

passion project, inspired

by our love of great food,
local produce, and creating
a warm, welcoming space
for the community. Whether
you're picking up everyday
essentials or something
special, we hope you'll feel
right at home.

Thank you for the support
so far, we're so happy to be
open and look forward to
seeing you soon!

Stay tuned for café launch
updates and upcoming
tasting events.

Warm wishes,
The Dragonfly Team

Visit our website:
dragonflyfarm.co.uk

| Follow us on Instagram
@dragonfly_farm_speldhurst
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Where is it?
Kent Cottage, Barden Road
Speldhurst TN3 OLE

What time?
7:30 -10:30pm

£}

How much does it cost?

£25 - which includes 2.5 hours of

tuition, wine and nibbles. And of
course you get to take home your
creation which could be a bottle,
o~ vase, or window hanging.

How do | book?

Contact Julie on 07917 606542 or
email- giftsbyjuliep@gmail.com
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EST. SHOP 2019

As | write this entry for the magazine on yet another very lovely spring
day, it is hard to believe that we are only at the beginning of May and yet
the sun has shone for days!

The shop has had on its shelves for a couple of weeks amazing asparagu
and luscious strawberries, both locally grown. We have all had
impromptu barbecues and picnics with hams and cheeses from our local
shop and the choice of some wonderful wines.

At this point in time though our younger generations are perhaps in the
early stages of sitting exams. Why not show them you remember this fact
by popping a Good Luck card through the letter box, available from our
shop.

Fat herds Day is around the corner
wines, chocolates and cheeses for those Dads to enjoy on their special dz
We have a new selection of coffees from a very local supplier expected al
any moment, along with a selection of cards to let them know how much

they are |l oved. It isndt just Mun

Foll owing closely on the heels of
Season. How about inviting friends to watch the final with Strawberries
and Cream from the shop? Keep your eye out for fresh deliveries or mayk
put in your order to guarantee you get some.

Soon the summer will be here and your thoughts will be looking towards
the summer holidays. Do not forget your currency = we stock Euros and
U.S dollars in the post office and can order any currency you need.

—>



You should also not forget that if you order your paper and bread
regularly, you will need to alert the Shop and Post Office about your
upcoming break!

News of the progress on the Chapel will be as usual under separate cove
but we have to thank Gavin and his team for their cheery smiles,
willingness to help and understanding regarding the difficulties caused
by heavy traffic coming to the site. Our neighbours have been wonderful
as well and we thank them for persevering with patience through this
difficult period. By the time you read this, hopefully the heaviest of
trucks on site will be done and dusted and instead of demolishing we
will be well into constructing. Please take care though with parking on
the road at the Northfields'/ Barden Road junction. The yellow lines are
there for a reason and should be adhered to, particularly during this
renovation and build of our Community Shop and Post Office.

Another month gone, and another month closer to our lovely new space.
For those involved it is coming very quickly, and their enthusiasm and
energy is still flowing.

Have a happy spring everyone.

Speldhurst Community Shop and Post Office

Advertising Role with the Speldhrst News Team

We wrote last month abut our need for an advertising editor but as yet
we have received no response. Could YOU help?

Speldhurst News is put together and run by a group of volunteers and we
very much rely on advertising income to keep costs down. Our previous
advertising editor is retiring after years of faithful service and we are
looking for someone with around two hours per month to spare to help
us.

If you are interested or would like to find our more please contact David
Lamey on lameyltd2016@gmail.com
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Follow us @ speldhurstchapel

Speldhurst Chapel update

With all of the glorious spring we
been able to crack on with the foundations for the side extension. The
extension will house our new community space, a small kitchen and
bathroom as well as a new office for the shop staff.

Trenches were dug and concrete was poured in to create the foundations. |
the time you read this the block work to come out of the ground will have
started.

Scaffolding has gone up at the back of the building where we are adding «
Velux roof window that will form a light well that will allow natural light
into the new stock room.

We also had a visit from Speldhurst Parish Council at the beginning of
May to see our progress. Alan Row
come in the last few weeks!

We have managed to get some second hand shelving from a farm shop
that had closed down in Susséay one wishing to help with a sander or
paint brush will be welcome to spend a few hours helping create our new
shop shelving and making it brand new. No patrticular skill required

but many hands make light work!!
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Deb Cambridge has been doing a sterling job on the design of the
interior space sourcing some second hand pieces to keep our costs
down.

Em Foster has been documenting our progress on our Instagram and
Facebook pages®lease follow us to keep up to date with our progress!

Any questions please contatynsay.bischoff@gmail.com
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What s on in Speldhurst f or t
Bumps and Babesnables new Mums in the village to get to
know each other. S
We meet for coffee fortnightly
Mondays from around 10.30am. ’
This month wedll be meeting «on
Do contact Jenny if you are interested in joining the group.

PraiseandPlay St Maryo6s Toddl er Geroup
on Wednesdays (9.301) and Fridays {20.30) during term

time. We have great fun playing with the toys, doing a craft,
ringing the church bell and sharing story and song time 8
together. All are welcome.

©

[}
%

Meanwhile if you are new to the village and haveguigool
children, or know someone in that position, do get in touch |
with Jenny on 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com so she
can give you more information. %

°
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The Speldhurst Village Flower Show 2025

The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show will be back on

6 September 2025, and it is always a joy to see what you talented folk
have been growing and making. It's time to start planning, now that the
weather is getting warmer.

As well as the usual vegetable categories, which will include potatoes,
beans, courgettes, beetroot tomatoes and more, a special one this year
will be an ‘Emoji Pumpkin’. Did you ever, as a child scratch your name into
a pumpkin when it was young, and watch with amazement as your
‘personalised’ pumpkin grew? Our twist on this idea is for you to scratch
your own emoji design on to your young pumpkin - let us know how you
are feeling — we're hoping some emoji-pumpkin fun will cheer us up in
September! Start sowing your own pumpkin seeds soon (check the seed
packet for instructions) or come and buy some pumpkin plants at the
flower show stall at the Village Fete on 21 June!

In fact there will be a whole host of categories that children can enter
and with the summer holiday's in the not to distant future - now it the
perfect time to start thinking about which crafts or bakes they may want
to prepare. Categories include, lego models, decorative slime pots, cakes,
hand print pictures, clay models and much more.

We would also happily welcome any new members to the committee — if
you are interested (horticultural prowess not required) please contact lain
Fenn on 864908 or Katya Hall on 07747808833 Y&
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NEWS FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Speldhurst
Parish Council

working for the
whole comrmunity

THANK YOU, ALAN FORD

As we write, preparations are being made to present the Kent
Association of Local Councils award at our Annual Parish Meeting.
This award celebrates someone who has contributed significantly to
their community, and this year, councillors voted unanimously to
present it to Alan Ford. With th
pay tribute to his outstanding contribution over many years, in looking

after the countryside and wildlife in Speldhurst Parish, and a friend
will accept the award om’> an

10



A member of our Environment Working Group, Alan played a leading
role in our biodiversity project at Pocket Park, Speldhurst. With his
guidance, we left an area of grass to grow each summer, and 3 growing
seasons later, we have seen many new species of plant and animal life
emerging, indicating that the rewilded area is returning to its native
Omeadowd state. During this ti me,
flagging new species and explaining what they meant for biodiversity. He
photographed everything (his photos were always beautifully shot) and

hel ped us build an archive. [ tds
providing an invaluable snapshot of the changing state of the land from
year to year, and we coul dndt hav

Alan was always generous with his time and expertise, explaining the
best way to do things so we could be sure of genuinely investing parish
money for the good. Last year, he helped install bird and bat boxes at
Pocket Park, showing us the best places to attach them to attract all sizes
of birds and bats. His tireless enthusiasm also saw him get up at 5 am to
inspect moth traps he had | aid th
about moth markings on | eaves was

No doubt many of you have warm memories of Alan too; from his must
read wildlife column to his involvement with the Flower, Vegetable and
Craft Show-he was such a vital part of village life. For our part, we just
wanted to say: Alan, for all you dddrHANK YOU!

TIME FOR A TRIM?

Wedve spotted many industrious re
this growing season, which seems to have begun earlier than ever. For
those of you yet to do so, please heed our gentle reminder to schedule a
cut, especially if your property borders a pavement. This is particularly
important on narrow paths, where overgrown hedges can force people
with pushchairs or mobility aids into the road.

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGSS EVERYONE WELCOME

Monday 2nd June, 7.30 prRalmer Room, Langton Green Village Hall
TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve:
01892 862927/07760 769513 or email:
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Garden & Allotment
News

I coul dnot bel i eve i1t. White cabb

late April and into May! Is this a precursor to a bumper infestation of
caterpillars this year?

April saw an unusually early emergence of white cabbage butterflies.
Their premature appearance due to unseasonably warm spring
temperatures, disrupting the traditional lifecycle of many garden
pests.

Typically, cabbage whites begin to lay their eggs in late spring or early
summer. However, the spell of sunshine and highghan-average
temperatures in April / May accelerated their breeding cycle.

An early egglaying spells trouble for us crop growers especially for
our cabbages, kale, cauliflower or broccoli. Once hatched, the
caterpillars feed voraciously on the leaves, quickly skeletonising
plants and stunting their growth. Left unchecked, an infestation can
wipe out young seedlings in a matter of days.

The risk is particularly acute at this time of year, as many of us are
just getting our brassicas established. Young plants are far more vul-
nerable to damage, and protective netting may not be enough to deter
them d they are determined critters.

Options to mitigate the threat include vigilant monitoring, inspecting
the undersides of leaves regularly and removing eggs by hand where

possible (I squidge them). Fine mesh netting can help reduce attack.
Natural deterrents such as garlic spray or neem oil can be effective for

a while d regular spraying will extend the effect.
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While much attention is given to vegetable crops, rose growers also
need to be on high alert. The same warm conditions that have
brought an early surge in white cabbage butterflies are also
accelerating the activity of roseloving caterpillars.

Several types of caterpillars feed on roses, including the larvae of the
large rose sawfly and various moth species. These pests lay eggs on
rose leaves and stems, and their caterpillars can begin feeding almost
as soon as young foliage appears.

This early outbreak is a stark reminder of how shifting weather
patterns are affecting even the most routine parts of gardening. As
seasonal rhythms change, gardeners need to adapt practices
planting earlier, protecting sooner, and staying alert to the signs of
climate-induced pest behaviour.

If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a
Facebook page where we go into this type of stuff. It is called
Speldhurst Allotmenteers & Gardeners and the web address is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/305824050847755.

Hope to see you there.
Rob Kyte

43430383434343434343434343434343430343434303434343434343 4333
TONBRIDGE MUSIC CLUB

London Handel Players, Saturday 14th June at 7.30pm
Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Tonbridge

J99aay
v fv fv v e [

Jd Tickets for this concert cost £25, while for students and those udder
18, the price is £5. Please go to www.tmc.org.uk, where tickets ¢#an

9 be bought online, or call 01732 364204. Tickets may also be bd¥ght
at the door, though there is always a risk of the event being solg=put!

49430383434343434343434343434343430343434303434343434343 0343
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@l Speldhurst CEP Primary School News .@1

As | sat down on a beautiful sunn
article about another term at Speldhurst School,there was a loud
squawking outside my open windowd a very large, very red Macaw

was sitting at the top of a tree in my gardenl know this parrot has

found fame on Facebook locally (see photo belovdb ut | hope
exotic presence wonot eclipse the

The pupils took part in their own marathon, quite a bit shorter than
the London 26.2 miles but no less exciting for the children taking part
with prizes and surprises along the route, including characters like a
Beefeater and a Guardsman, both in convincingly splendid uniforms.

Rosettes were awarded to thdop three girls and top three boysn
each year at a special prizgiving assemblyon the day. Additional

awards were given for perseverance. :
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Funds raised by the PTA, who organised the event, will go towards
new School iPads.Many thanks to them and everyone who took
part.

Meanwhile at Tonbridge Grammar School, four budding
mathematicians from Speldhurst excelled at a more cerebral
challenge, winning the Primary TeanMaths Challenge eventThey
were amongl7teams competing that dayin a series of fun packed
rounds of challenging Mathspuzzles including warm up questions,
pure Maths, logic and problem solving The problems which the
pupils were asked to solve, focused on working together to

tackle mathematical challenges which stretched their understanding
beyond the classroom.

Back at Speldhurst, youngminds and imaginations were further
stimulated last term when the Scholastic
book fair came to School, giving pupilsa ¢
chance to browse the bookshelves and purfy
chase new titles as well as mucltoved
favourites. We are fortunate to have so
many avid readers and with every book
purchase the school receives money to buys
more books for our very special library :
which is decorated to create a magical
storytelling space.

The School is also fortunate in having such supportive parentsnd
one came in to share their expert knowledge of

cheese with Year 4 children in Empire Class.

Pupils were introduced to a whole range of

cheesed including the stinky ones which

surprisingly they particularly liked. The

children learnt answers to a multitude of

guestions from how long have humans eaten

cheese and how is it made? To what are the

benefits of eating it?

Learning about what we eat and how it is
produced is part of encouraging a healthy life-

style and for the last three years, Yr 5 pupils have |:>
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