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Welcome & Contents

Dear Readers,

Happy New Year!

No, I'm not going completely round the twist (or I don’t think I am!), but over
the last couple of months the village seems to have descended into a deep sleep,
which brings with it a chance to recharge its batteries. Looking at the amount of
news in this edition it seems as though village life has been reborn and I look
forward to seeing what the new term has in store for us.

I hope that those of you who have been away on holiday have had a good time
and that those of us who have stayed at home have had some memorable
experiences. At this time of new beginnings we would also like to bring some
new life into our magazine. Next month will see the return of an old favourite -
recipe of the month - and invite you to send us your favourites, sweet or savoury,
simple or ready for a banquet. And we are always looking for new contributors.
Could YOU write about one of your passions - either on a regular basis or as a
one-off. We look forward to hearing from you.

Happy New Year

Andrea

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emails before 10th September 2025 for the October issue to:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
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SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.
The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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News from St Mary’s

We come sharing some very good news

Many of us at St Mary’s have spent over two years praying for the right
person to be appointed as our new Rector. For these two years Rob has
been completing his curacy and now he’s coming to this parish and we
thank God for this blessing.

The Bishop of Rochester is delighted to announce that The Revd Rob
Hindmarch is to be appointed the new Priest in Charge of The Benefice of
Speldhurst with Groombridge and Ashurst and the Benefice of Langton
Green.

Rob served his curacy at St John's, Felbridge and trained for ordination at
Oak Hill Theological College. He holds a BA Honours in Theology and
prior to ordination worked in the local government youth justice sector.
Rob’s first love was music and he is a graduate of the Royal Northern
College of Music in Manchester where he studied the violin before a
change of career into youth work. Rob writes,

“I'm really looking forward to joining you as we begin this new chapter
together across both benefices and seeking God’s will for the
communities of Speldhurst, Groombridge, Ashurst and Langton Green. I
am committed to making everyone feel welcomed and accepted in each
church as we reach out to those in the local village communities. [ am
passionate about engaging and discipling children, youth and families as
we help parents and carers become the primary disciplers of their
children; confident and equipped to help grow their children’s faith in
Jesus. I'm excited about the opportunities to engage with the local
schools, community groups, and village events to share and show the love
of Jesus.”

Please pray for Rob and Mary, and their children Hannah (17) and Abi
(15) as they get ready to move house, for a good ending at St John’s and for
Rob preparing to begin this new ministry. The Hindmarch family hope to
move into The Rectory, in Speldhurst, during the October Half Term and
his induction will be in November.



% What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in September s

Bumps and Babes is a group for Mums with babies up to
% 18months old which meets fortnightly on Monday mornings in &
each other’s homes. After our break in August, we start up
again on Monday 8th September.
®  If you are looking for a social group in the village for under 5’s, &
Praise and Play, the St Mary’s Church Toddler Group, is the
place for you. We meet weekly, in term time, in the church on
Wednesday and Friday mornings. The Wednesday *
o group will run from 9.30-11am starting on 10th September and P
the Friday group from 9-10.30am starting on 12th September.
We'll have a craft, some time to play and a short story and song
»  time as well as giving the little ones a chance to ring the church P
bell, which they absolutely love. So do come along. All are
welcome. All we ask for is a donation towards refreshments.

For more information about either of these groups, especially if
you are new to the village, contact Jenny Fitzsimmons on 07891
« 318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com %
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The Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable & Craft Show
Saturday 6th September from 2.30pm
Speldhurst Village Hall

Whether you are a gardening enthusiast, keen crafter, dab hand in the
kitchen or budding photographer there is something for everyone of all
ages at the Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show.

Schedules and entry forms are available in the Village Shop or via the
Flower Show link on the Village Website www.speldhurst.org




G@AF
All workshops held

here in Speldhurst

772 RESINTRAY ' °

RESIN
POPPIES

SWEETY
TREES

)#5= FOR MORE INFORMATION.CONTACT
JULIE ON/07917 606542 OR
EMAIL- GIFTSBYJULIEP(x1GMAIL.COM

4



The summer days are upon us. The village is quiet with families away and no
school run traffic. The one consistent noise we hear at this time is the drill,
the saw and the hammer from the guys who are renovating our new Shop.

As Speldhurst is fairly sleepy this month we will combine our Shop and Build
entry for you to read.

Our project manager is taking a well earned rest, as has Gavin, who enjoyed a
few days away whilst keeping a beady eye on what’s going on at home.

The shop is still stocking strawberries and yet we are picking blackberries in
the hedgerows at the same time. What a summer it has been so far with not
quite “wall to wall” sunshine but certainly warm days and steamy nights with
hardly a drop in temperature.

Our lovely volunteers are still showing up to keep the business going and the
drop in by children on holiday has definitely increased.

Don’t forget we stock Kentish Mayde pies, great sausages for the barbecue
and Pimms is still in stock despite the passing of Wimbledon.

As T am sure many of you are considering the purchase of school uniform for
September’s return to school, we realise that the weeks are speeding ahead
and we will very soon be moving over to the new shop in the Chapel. Work
is progressing well. The weather has for the most part assisted in the
smooth pathway, and we can report that the BT phone line is in,

the rooms are all delineated , windows are being
restored in some cases and are on order in others.



First fix electrics done, fixtures and fittings are all chosen and in some
case renovated. The painters are in and have done mostly external work
and some internal works when it has rained. All in all, it is moving on.
He would not want me to name him, but I would like to thank a certain
gentleman in the village who has worked so hard for us voluntarily. He
has sanded and rebuilt and sanded and rebuilt

tirelessly, wooden units we are going to use in the shop. If I told you who
it was he would be employed by you all as a Handy Man Extraordinaire, a
job I am not sure he would relish, but to him, particularly , I would like
to say a huge thank you.

We are always looking for volunteers. I know there are a number of you
who have your names down for help with the restoration of the garden
and rockery area which will be open to us soon.

If you wish to volunteer please remember that there will be no stairs to
negotiate in the new space. Life will be much easier for you all and we
will have a great environment to work in and to be part of the team.

All good wishes for the last few weeks of the summer holidays .

The Shop and Chapel Committee

SPELDHURST LIBRARY

Just a reminder that the library is back on its summertime schedule and
is open from 2pm to 5pm every Monday afternoon.

If you have not been before or are new to the village — The library is
housed in the committee room of the Village Hall every Monday
afternoon. We are attached to the main library in Tunbridge Wells and
we hold a good selection of books for adults and children of all ages.
The TW library come and bring us a change of books every few weeks
and if you require a specific title we can order it for you.




CARE OF THE FLOWER TROUGHS -
AT THE CHURCH & VILLAGE HALL

With regrets I feel it's the time for me to step down from planting, caring
& watering these flower troughs in the Village. It has given me great
pleasure, and from all the Speldhurst villagers who've stopped and
thanked me whilst I've been tending them, it gives you pleasure too!!

So I am hoping there might be somebody, or maybe somebodies, who
might volunteer to take up this community job. Perhaps an adult and
child as a way of teaching the pleasure of gardening in this small space, or
perhaps one of the many other groups in the Village who may have the
time to spare?

It is not an onerous job as the trough is at a high level, and I chose to
change the planting for Spring and Summer, but you may prefer
something very different, the choice would be yours. I would highly
recommend the job as it is not time consuming, but also because it is a
good excuse for people to stop and have a friendly chat.

Do let me know if you might be
interested,

Carol Moulton
(carolamoultonl9®@gail.com)



mailto:carolamoulton19@gail.com

Churchyard Strimming 2025
Hi to all churchyard strimming enthusiasts, past,
present and future. Here is my annual call for
assistance.
As most of you already know, part of the churchyard
grass is left uncut during the year as a nature
conservation area and the grass is only cut once in
the autumn.
Last year spreading the strimming work over a longer two week period
with smaller groups worked well, so the plan is to do the same again this
year with two Friday/Saturday sessions - the first on 12 & 13 September
and the second on 19th & 20th September.
I will arrange for Anthony Hare’s trailer to be there for the second
session for loading up. Previous week’s strimmings will be piled near the
Barden Road gate to load the following week.
The grass is very thick this year but lately it been dry and easier to cut so
I've had a go already and may add another earlier strimming date in nearer
the time to get ahead of the game, if that suits some of you.
We have 3 church strimming machines and PPE but if you have any useful
additional tools of your own which you can bring ( strimmer, rakes,
shears, barrows, gloves, loppers, secateurs) that would be useful.
Refreshments will be provided.

If you are able to help for a few hours, please confirm your availability by
phone or e mail which will then help me to put a rota together (see
contact details below )

Your efforts in past years have been very much appreciated and make a
big difference to our churchyard tidiness, also helping to reduce
maintenance costs, so I look forward to seeing you there for as much time
as you can offer.

Many thanks

John Fitzsimmons for St Mary’s Church
jeimfitzsimmons@hotmail.com

07814 412984


mailto:jejmfitzsimmons@hotmail.com

Speldhurst Brownies and Rainbows need your help!

RainBows Brownies
&b &d

Origuising

The community is extremely fortunate to have four very successful Girl
Guiding Groups meeting in the village every week.

Rainbows (girls aged 5-7. Meeting Tuesday 4.45pm - 5.45pm)

Brownies (girls aged 7-10. Meeting Tuesday 6pm - 7.30pm)

Guides and Rangers (girls aged 10 -14. Meeting Thursday 6.30pm - 8pm)
The groups meet weekly during term time working on badges, growing
our skills, the girls’ self-confidence, playing games and having lots of fun.
The current team of volunteers has been in place for over 25+ years. We
are looking to future proof these groups with some additional help. If you
value this work, we are looking for people with a passion and energy to
help for a few hours on Tuesday evenings with either Rainbows and
Brownies or Thursday evenings for Guides and Rangers. The girls are a
lovely and lively bunch and working with them is extremely rewarding
and fun.

If you are interested and would like to know more, please contact Louise
Scott on firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com

&
Rangers

&
1
ainguiding




Speldhurst Cubs and Scouts
Speldhurst Scouts went to Sixpenny Handley in Dorset for 7 nights in
August, and the Cubs joined them after 3 nights. Here are some
comments about Camp from some of the Scouts and Cubs.
Scout camp was fab. Coasteering was exciting but also a bit scary.
The mud run was a bit muddy!

Coasteering was exciting and exhilarating but also a bit scary.

Going to the beach was great fun, both in the water and digging with our
hands in the sand.

The steam train was great and we got a brilliant view of the ruins of Corfe
Castle.

Whittling was good and so were our home-made pizzas.
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Speldhurst
Parish Council

AWARD SEASON
Our Vice-Chair, Alan Rowe, had a lovely time at
Speldhurst Primary School's end-of-year service in
July. As well as listening to the outgoing year 6
pupils read out fantastic anecdotes about their time &8
at primary school, he also presented the parish
council’s Jubilee Award for Olympic Spirit to year 3 8
student Molly Graham. This award is presented to
a pupil or pupils who have achieved something
remarkable by contributing to their community,
raising money for charity, or overcoming a
challenge in their lives.

This year, Molly has fundraised for Cancer Research Wlth a cake sale and
a 5K Race for Life, raising an incredible £226.56. Well done, Molly - an
achievement to be proud of!

A TEMPORARY ADJUSTMENT TO COUNCIL OFFICE SERVICES
Our 2 assistant clerks will be stepping down from their roles at the end
of August and the beginning of September. Recruitment for 2 new staff
members to take up the baton of good work is already underway.
However, there will be an interim period during which time we will
focus on essential services only, and there may be a delay in responding
to non-urgent enquiries and correspondence. We look forward to
resuming normal operations once our new team members are fully
onboarded.

Thank you for bearing with us during this time of transition. Your
patience and support are much appreciated. As always, if you have any
questions, please make our Clerk, Katie Neve, your first point of contact

(details below). :

11



FAREWELL TO KATE HARMAN

At the end of August, we said a heartfelt
farewell to Kate Harman, an invaluable team
member for the past 9 years.

Kate (pictured, wearing red, with colleagues)
joined us as Assistant Clerk to support former
Clerk Chris May and quickly became a real
asset. Her primary focus on the Amenities and
Planning Committees has had a lasting
impact, and her dedication has helped shape
many of the council’s achievements.

In 2021, Kate earned her Certificate in Local
Council Administration, a milestone that gave
her the confidence to flourish. She put her skills to excellent use for the
benefit of our community, playing a key role in securing the 5
defibrillators now in place around the parish, and ensuring the Langton
Green Recreation Ground playground stays in prime condition.
Colleagues describe Kate as conscientious, efficient, and resourceful - a
problem solver with a warm, supportive manner who never loses her
composure.

We're sure we'll still see Speldhurst resident Kate around, whether out
walking her beloved spaniel, Lola, or enjoying a well-earned G&T at the
George & Dragon. We will greatly miss her can-do attitude and
wonderful sense of humour. We wish her every success in whatever
comes next — she’ll be fantastic!

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS - EVERYONE WELCOME

Monday Ist September — Palmer Room, Langton Green Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL: Call the Clerk, Katie Neve:
01892 862927/07760 769513 or
emailclerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

—
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A Statement from Speldhurst Parish Council
about Langton Green Pavilion

This statement was originally published on our website. We are sharing it here so that
more parish residents can read it.

We know there are strong and differing opinions in Langton Green about its Pavilion.
These need to be heard and taken into account. We would urge everyone concerned to
express their views, but to do so in constructive and neighbourly ways, no matter how
strongly they feel about the issues. We believe all parties can agree there must be no
place for personal abuse or intimidation.

The Pavilion at Langton Green is a valuable asset for our community. Its construction
ten years ago was a major achievement by the Langton Green Community Sports Asso-
ciation (LGCSA) which secured a grant of some £384,000 from the Football Foundation
and contributed a further £120,000 or so. Speldhurst Parish Council (SPC) contributed
£25,000, provided the land and, most significantly, undertook to meet the Pavilion’s
running costs.

Since then, LGCSA has had free use of the Pavilion, with SPC meeting all running and
maintenance costs, including energy bills. To help cover these costs, SPC has sought to
hire out the Pavilion when not in use by the LGCSA.

Managing the competing needs of users has not been easy. And in recent years, SPC has
been unable to cover all the Pavilion running and maintenance costs from hiring fees.
The surge in electricity prices after the invasion of Ukraine and increasing maintenance
costs as the building ages have made that a much more difficult challenge, despite SPC’s
work to improve the Pavilion’s energy efficiency.

The bulk of hiring fees come from the Langton Green Community Hub, a Community
Interest Company which oversees the operation of the Café and a number of
community events. We know this provision is valued by many in the local community,
as it has been by the Council. Discussions between the Council and the :>
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Community Hub to extend for a further 12 months are ongoing.

Regardless of the outcome of these discussions, the Parish Council must satisfy itself
that current arrangements offer best value for our Council Taxpayers. So we want to
use the coming months to commission an independent and transparent review to see if
there are any options that might produce more income to cover the Pavilion’s costs
and/or enhance services for local residents. These options must continue to be commu-
nity-focused to comply with the original grant conditions. The LGCSA and Community
Hub will be invited to participate in the review process as key stakeholders, along with
other interested parties. The timescale for the review will need to be agreed with the
independent third party.

The Parish Council is discussing with the LGCSA opportunities to change existing re-
strictions and obligations to make hiring the Pavilion more attractive. Current arrange-
ments could inhibit the hiring potential.

We recognise all this has been difficult for the LGCSA, Community Hub and local people.
It has also been difficult for the Parish Council. Our Councillors give their time without
payment to serve their local community and our external auditors have commended
the Governance standards they achieve.

We have very limited resources. Our 4 staff are part-time and account for just over 2
Full Time Equivalents. Their commitment and professionalism is of a very high order.

Several Councillors have left recently and 2 of our 3 office staff have now resigned. Peo-
ple leave roles for a variety of reasons, but it is fair to say that Langton Green’s continu-
ing conflict over the Pavilion has been a factor in those decisions. We are working to fill
these vacancies but until we do, the capacity of the Parish Council to undertake any-
thing other than essential work will be considerably restricted.

This is unfortunate because SPC does valuable work across all four villages, including the
Speldhurst Chapel Project, environmental initiatives, representations on planning cases
and road safety improvements (where we have invested significant effort and are see-
ing some progress, including around Langton Green Primary School). It would be a pity
if this activity were to be crowded out by arguments about the Pavilion.

We are encouraged by recent discussions with the Sports Association, Community Hub
and others that an agreed way forward is possible. It is in everyone’s interest that this
succeeds.

If, after reading this statement, you’d like to speak to us, please contact our Clerk, Katie
Neve by email: clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk or phone: 01892 862927 / 07760
769513.
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l@'l Speldhurst CEP Primary School News |@'|

Welcome back all Speldhurst pupils and staff after the
summer break — and a particularly warm welcome to our
new children in reception. New beginnings and a new
academic year and we are already missing the previous
Year 6 pupils who left at the end of last term to move on
to secondary school. Their leaving was marked with a
special service in our lovely historic village church with
its Burne- Jones windows, where parents were invited to
share key moments throughout their child’s time at the
school and there was a special award presented to two of
the Year 6 pupils for their ‘Outstanding Contribution to
the School’. This year’s winners were Georgia and
Barnaby.

St Mary’s Church also kindly presented
- each of the leavers with a bible to guide them onwards in life. It is
always a very emotional occasion which I remember only too well
@ When my own daughters left the school many years ago to move
on to TWGGS. But it isn’t only the leavers who are celebrated at

B2 cheir academic progress and consistent effort whilst the annual

¥ ‘Jubilee Award for Olympic spirit’ presented by Speldhurst Parish
Council went to Molly, a Year 3 pupil who raised over £200 for
cancer research with a sponsored 5 km run and a cake sale. Well

done, Molly.

And another well done to all those pupils who read a
million words - yes you heard right — one million words
last term - a massive achievement rewarded by
headteacher Mrs Hayward with an invite to her annual
Millionaire Tea Party. A delicious spread of goodies
(featured here) including ‘millionaires’ shortbread, of
course, were all washed down with creamy hot chocolate
topped with marshmallows - unseasonal maybe but a real treat along with some
in-depth discussion about the books which the pupils have been reading.

As I have written before, learning at Speldhurst School comes
in many guises — and the school trip has a big part to play. It
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begins with the very youngest in the school, Pippin class, who went on
their very first outing to Bore Place. There they learnt about organic
farming, meeting the farm’s beautiful cows, and had fun with a mini-beast
hunt. As the children get older, they go on residential trips and last term
Year 5 had a 2-night residential to Bowles in Eridge. It was the week
when temperatures rose to over 30 degrees but despite this, the pupils
enthusiastically took on a multitude of challenges from climbing and
kayaking to archery, bushcraft and more. Not surprlslngly they were so
tired after all the days packed with activity, that by the 2™ night, they
went to bed without a murmur of complaint, tired and happy.

Following on the heels of Crispin Class last term, Year 6 pupils in Russet
ventured to the Isle of Wight for their 3-night residential. Most pupils
will tell you that the best part of the school trip is the excitement of the
coach but this time they had the added thrill of a ferry as welll The Year 6
residential has become a rite of passage for many of our pupils. It rounds
off a long yet exciting final year of primary school as they ready
themselves for the next adventure in their academic journey. As always,
the students threw themselves wholeheartedly into all the activities,
although they still had time to reflect on the friendships and memories
which they have made during their time together at Speldhurst.

Another rite of passage for the Year 6 leavers is their end of year
production which they perform for the school community and parents.
This year it was the ‘Pirates of the Currybean’. And although there was no
Johnny Depp starring in the pirate lead, there was a treasure chest of
swashbuckling confidence and enthusiasm. This production is certainly a
highlight of the school year — and the applause and pride at the end was
mingled with a tear or two from staff and parents at the realisation that it
is Russet Class’s final performance.

But dry your eyes. There is always, as they say,
another day and another opportunity. This time our
resident caretaker Martin Steibelt took centre stage o
for a day when he showed two eager pupils just
what a lot of hard work it takes to maintain a
school. There is nearly always something which

needs fixing, such as a small repair to the trim trail (see
photo). The pond needs regular cleaning, safety checks are
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important, and there’s always a lot of general cleaning and polishing to be
done. The pupils certainly appreciated all that Martin does and definitely
enjoyed their day helping him - particularly the
cuppa in the staff room at the end of all the hard
work. Thank you again, Martin, for all that you do
—and for so often going above and beyond - 1
hope you enjoyed having a bit of extra help for the
day.

Sara Andrew, Communications Governor.

HELP NEEDED

Could you help manage Speldhurst
shoebox collections in future?

8 Julic has been co-ordinating the shoebox

&3 collections in Speldhurst for the last few years, but

‘will be leaving the village at the end of 2025.

| Could you join her this year to learn what’s
involved, with the aim of taking over in 2026, either

alone or with a friend or two? It would be so sad if we had to stop

collections here. The role can take as much or as little time as you choose.

Packing a box helps teach our children about generosity for others, and

compassion, to make them aware of the fact that there are children

elsewhere in the world who have nothing, and give them the

opportunity to do something practical, yet so simple, that can make such a

difference.

For more information please contact Julie:

_juliepinnell@gmail.com

B or call 07917 606542

PACK A SHOEBOX!
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Garden & Allotment News

Fitting It All In: Allotment and Gardening Life on a Busy Schedule

Holidays ...days out ..work. Balancing an allotment or the garden with the
rest of life — and the occasional attempt at socialising or relaxing - is no
small feat.

There’s no gentle pottering. Time is limited and needs to be focussed on
what must be done - though the longer evenings are a bonus.

So when there is any time, it’s straight into action: sowing, planting,
watering, weeding, harvesting, pest control, grass cutting, fixing
whatever needs fixing ... all crammed into the time that can be allocated.
Our plots and gardens don’t wait while we are busy elsewhere. So
keeping them going means grabbing any window of opportunity.

This can mean having no set plan tackling whatever shouts loudest for
attention. It’s not textbook gardening but can still work. Some crops
wait, flowers go to seed, some weeds get ignored, and the grass
occasionally grows a bit wild in places.

Efficiency is everything. Tools to hand. A mental list of priorities on
rotation. Popping out for an hour at the weekend or squeezing in an
evening visit after work.

It’s rarely enough to do everything, but something is always better than
nothing. And in just one hour, it is possible to make a noticeable
difference by focussing on tasks like tidying up, planting a container, or
weeding.

Even a small amount of focused gardening time can improve the overall
look and health of your outdoor space. There are even books that focus on
how to achieve good results with limited time - such as "The 60 Minute
Garden," a book by Jeff Ball, outlines a vegetable gardening system that
aims to be efficient and manageable, requiring just one hour of work per
week.

Of course, holidays have their price: returning to a jungle of weeds or
evidence of slug banquets. But it’s best not to chase perfection. It’s about
progress — and the small, steady wins that add up over time.

—>
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A Letter from St Mary’s

Note from Editor: This letter was written before the announcement
of our new Rector.

Dear Speldhurst friends,

It is now more than 2 years since Douglas Wren, our vicar, left
Speldhurst leaving us in an interregnum. To many the interregnum has
appeared quite long - two plus years. I have been frequently asked in this
period by friends /village residents (church members or not) when did I,
as a church Reader, expect the vacancy to be filled ? To which I could
only reply with uncertainty but hopeful.

This general interest in filling our parish "spiritual vacancy" has left me

with the firm impression that there is a definite latent desire by many
people locally to have visible Christian presence in their lives as

manifested by a local vicar.
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The physical presence of a resident vicar in our rectory has obviously been
a very important aspect of local residents’ daily life giving some form of
reassurance in these challenging times.

Although life has been demanding for many members of the village
(church members or not) for the last two years I believe that spiritual life
has continued and been cemented by the presence of the Holy Spirit in
our lives, whether in church or in our daily lives even without a Vicar
Hopefully we can find the Holy Spirit in our own lives through prayer and
never forgetting God’s true love for us in the life and example of Jesus in
his ministry and the presence of the Holy Spirit thereafter. I hope that,
whilst we continue with our busy lives and await a new Vicar for the
parish, we continue to prayerfully love the Lord our God, never forgetting
our neighbour, no matter how demanding our lives may be, even if we do
not currently have a new Vicar in situ!

David Lamey

St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

Registers for August 2025

Weddings ,J" L

3rd August Matthew Funnell & Emily Tarbuck at St v »-‘-j
Mary’s, Speldhurst 3

Funerals & Burials

7th August Paul Harvey at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst

Internment of Ashes

14th August Martin West at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
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St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

September 2025

7" September
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
1lam Matins at St John’s, Groombridge

14th September
10am  Morning Worship with Baptism at St Mary’s Church,
Speldhurst

llam  Holy Communion (BCP) at St John’s, Groombridge

21 September

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

10am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
6pm  Evensong at St Martin’s, Ashurst

28" September

10am  All Age Worship Harvest Thanksgiving at St Mary’s,
Speldhurst

1llam  Holy Communion (CW) at St Martin’s, Ashurst
4pm Evensong at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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West Weald Filling Station

THE e 24 September: Graham Kendrick
» 22 October: Chris Wickland

FIlI-ING 26 November: James Nickols
STATION 24 December: Andy Kind

West Weald

Encountering Jesus, Equipping the Church

The Filling Station is a network of moenthly gatherings of nearly 70
meetings worldwide, where our focus is on worship, prayer, spiritual
renewal, and sharing the Good News of Jesus.

So, join us for our Autumn term at West Weald Filling Station,
for worship, teaching, prayer, fellowship & great hospitality!

Come and join us!
7:30 for 8pm - 9:30pm

Fordcombe Village Hall, Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORY
Every 4th Wednesday (not July, Aug, Dec)

More info at...

www.thefillingstation.org.uk/station/
west-weald
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News from Gatwick Airport ©
COMMUNITIES
AGAINST

Residents are invited to
understand the airspace above
their home at online meetings
hosted by the umbrella
aviation community and
environment group for Sussex,
Surrey and Kent, CAGNE.

CAGNE are hosting the first airspace events enabling everyone to ask
questions about airspace above homes that are currently overflown and
those that could be impacted by Gatwick Airport seeking growth with or
without a new runway via the government’s airspace change plans.

Wednesday 24™ September at 7.30pm for airspace to the west
(including west south and north) of Gatwick Airport - arrivals and
departures. Book here -

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/airspace-above-your-home-
explained-and-what-airspace-change-may-offer-tickets-
156127385512Naff-oddtdtcreator

Monday 6™ October at 7.30pm will be the meeting for the east airspace
(including south and north) of Gatwick Airport - arrivals and departures.

Book here -

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/want-to-know-about-gatwick-
airspace-what-airspace-change-mavy-offer-tickets-1561310344269?
aff=oddtdtcreator

Full details can be found at www.cagne.org
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch Jan Mann 863931
Allotments Mark Oddy 862746
Beavers Jo Smith 518706
Bowls Club Debbie Moon 861317
Bridge Club Heather Hughes 863367
Brownies Louise Scoft
firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com
Bumps and Babes Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Cricket Club Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Junior Cricket section Francis Booth 07738474144
Cubs Karol Leeves 531104
Flower Show lain Fenn 864908
Football: Speldhurst Rangers Ollie Crees 07919467576
GP Surgery 863040
Guides Sybil Oddy 862746
Library Pat Carter 861646
Men on Wednesday John Perkins 863239
Mothers’ Union Christine Baker 540793
Mothers & Toddlers Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200
Nursery School 07984 793 974
Parish Council: Chair Vacant
Vice Chair Alan Rowe 863404
Parish Clerk Katie Neve 862927
Parish Councillors Paul Curry 07515 938765
Richard Ellery 864077
Police Community Support Officer Laura Horn
Primary School Stephanie Hayward 863044
Rainbows Julia Constable
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com
Recreation Ground Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Running Group Paul Eames 07975 577630
Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker 862301
Snooker Club Nick Fenfon 864144
Speldhurst Art Exhibition Maria Turner 863394
Speldhurst News Editors Maria Turner 863394
Judith Malim 864268
Andrea Burgess 863362
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Speldhurst News Advertising
St Mary’s Church Rector
Administrator

Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall
Village Website

Speldhurst.News@gmail.com

vacant

Rachael Foster 07960296027

Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599

Nick Burgess 07773044374
862824

Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154

Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303

Miranda Hawkins 863601

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Buses

George & Dragon PH:

Dragonfly Farm Shop & Café:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (vilage hall):

Speldhurst Shop:

Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm
Sat 12pm - 12pm

Sun 12pm - 8pm
01892 280494

Mon closed

Tues- Shop 8.30am - 5 pm; Café closed
Wed-Sat 8.30am - 5 pm

Sun 10 am -4 pm

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am -1pm; 2.30am - 6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30am -11.30 only)

Monday 2.00 - 4.30pm.
Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5.00pm

Sat 8.00am -1.00pm
Sun 92.00am -11.00am

Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 9.00am -1.00pm;
Sun Closed




To advertise please email

speldhurst.news@gmail.com

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.0opm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
ﬁ@g BEAUTY SALON
oL SPELDHURST
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
“drrive in style with Faceblcr:ol( Tl:e:c—.*@;rea: atr Btr:;\mterton
ACS Chauffeurs” stagram Gsanasretrea

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

AMORA CARE ; Regain peace of mind with our
award-winning home care.

Personal Care v~ Live-in and Nights v~

Dementia Care v Companionship v~

2024

WINNER Book a Free Assessment Today
Care Awards

- 01892 336 842

Amora Care Limited . vV { www.amoracare.co.uk

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall * STILLYOGA
Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am Y
Fordcombe Village Hall

Contact
Mon 10:30am-11:30am

Alicia Sinclair

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am Booking essential 07900 347 870
Hildenborough Village Hall Class info: alicia(@still-yoga.com
Tues 1lam-12pm www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service
We provide a Professional Will Writing Service
in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you.

For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney
and Probate.

- cALLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn

01732 369294 or 0800 1698038
EKW LEGACY PLANNING

A Professional

Is your

W|II

up to date?

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your
teeth for life...

+ Teeth whitening

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

+ Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598

Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

Window Cleaning & Property
Maintenance Service

Reliable. Traditional.
Local.
Call us today for your free
consultation and a highly

competitive quote!

Services we offer include:

Traditional Window Cleaning (D ic&C cial)
Conservatory Cleaning

UPVC Frame Cleaning

Fascias & Soffit Cleaning

Gutter Clearing & Cleaning

Patio Cleaning

Path Cleaning

Driveway Cleaning

Contact us:
8 07305 085639
= ultimate.sparkle@mail.com

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Projects
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM
INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please call to discuss/book
07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

'é .o

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE

WILLIAMS
DESIGN
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Please email:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

Rargigsl”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!”

Seasonal Cut Flowers

For gifts, celebrations & functions

From Ruth & Graham Garrod’s
nursery in Speldhurst

Beautiful blooms at excellent prices

07754 126677 & 07448 113983
ruth_garrod@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~
Corns & Calluses
Ingrowing Nails
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot
Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Fungal Infection
Nail Trimming

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




Trevor Hinton

Louise Renton Restorations

MICHT MHFST ITHHT VICT
Pilates teacher

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

PILATES

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

ON LINE & FORDCOMBE Tel: 07751 364343
01892 863075 Mob 07788663107 2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
lou.renton@btinternet.com Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on MOtt ROybOne
07831 394422 Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
www.reallyhouseproud.com mattraybone@icloud.com

DRAGONFLY FARM
SPELDHURST

Farm Shop & Café

dragonflyfarm.co.uk
@dragonfly_farm_speldhurst
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Volkswagen Audi Speclallst Ltd

VASS=

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com

April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

HAIR

ARS EXPERIENC

0//87 3595019

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Please email:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL
Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@ gmail com
Website: astonsteele business site

LOCAL HANDYMAN

SEFHOMEIMPROVEMEN OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED - NO JOB O SMALL

GS) PIIOE\IL A

l\HMrH.M SIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING




o BENY

Plumbing & heating
Boiler installations
Servicing

Bathroom installations

4 8

01892 489028

www.bennix.co.uk

) -

P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk

Tel : 01342 322559

“IT’S AS EASYASABC »

PRIVATE TUITION BY
QUALIFIED TEACHER
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND

SCIENCE
. 11+ TUITION
* BIOLOGY GCSE
ﬂ CHEMISTRY GCSE

MRS CORNELIA COLMAN
LRSC, BSC, PGCE

01892 862846

HANNAH

Pilates Jeacher

XD <
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Pilates Studio in Speldhurst
Offering private sessions promoting strength,
mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring
Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

For wherever you wish you were...

Woirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295




Professional Plumbing
Your 5 Star

& Heating Services
Plumbing and Heating Specialists
2. 8.0. 8 8 ¢

BOILER INSTALLATION,
REPAIR, REPLACEMENT,
SERVICING & SAFETY
CHECK

We can advise you of the best boiler to
suit your needs, budget and specification
as well as installing and maintaining
your current boiler. PPHS would
recommend an annual boiler service to
keep your boiler running at full
efficiency, prevent any breakdowns and
Save you money.

PLUMBING & PIPEWORK

Whether you need a leak repaired, a new

tap installed, radiators repaired or fitted or

general plumbing and pipe work, we can
help.

RADIATORS & POWER FLUSHING

A thorough powerfiush will improve heat
distribution throughout the pr Y.

subsequently lowering household energy
bills and increasing system reliability.

BATHROOMS

PPHS can do as much or as littie as you need to
help you realise your dream bathroom - including
heiping you choose the materials, sorting out the

plumbing and electrics, plastering your walls,
tiling and installing the fumiture

07702 082 193

peter@professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk

@ www.professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk




HENRY PAUL FU NERALS

CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

A FUNERAL PLANS frO
ggi%eeral ‘}tts (Jolc en Chm ter

ng fo r Life \_~

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image: Vicki Pate




THE GEORGE & DRAGON

SPELOHURST ———

WE ARE BACK. BACK WHERE WE BELONG. AT THE
GEORGE & DRAGON. THE BIRTHPLACE OF SANKEYS
HOGSPITALITY JOURNEY IN 1960 WHEN DICK AND JEFF
SANKEY PURCHAGSED THE PUB. AFTER THEIR PASSING

THEIR SON. GUY SANKEY SOLD THE PUB TO JT DAVIS.
WHO ARE NOW BRAKSPEAR.

AFTER ALMOGST 3 DECADES. THE SANKEYS ARE BACK.
OUR AIM I8 TO PROVIDE A MEMORABLE HOSPITALITY
EXPERIENCE, EXCEPTIONAL FOOD & ALL AT GREAT
VALUE. THIS IS YOUR PUB AND WE ARE SO VERY PROUD
TO BE ITS CUSTODIANG.

WIWIW.SANKEYS.CO.UK/GND
01892 280 494
GND@SANKEYS.CO.UK




