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Dear Readers, 

Whilst there are exciting new retail options in Tunbridge Wells nothing can top 

the opening of the Speldhurst Community Shop in its new premises on Saturday 

8th November. Do come along and see the wonderfully restored building and 

stock up on some treats and essentials too.  

To travel back in time we also include pictures of the first Speldhurst shop, do 

you recognise anyone you know on page 17? 

Wishing you a cosy November,  

Judith 

 

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim 
Please send emails before 10th November 2025 for the December/ January 
issue to: speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred. 
    

 

 

 

 

  

Inside this month….   

Village News and Events  p2-4, 8-10, 17-20   
Church Diary & News  p5-7    
Speldhurst Primary School  p11-12 
Speldhurst Parish Council  p13-15   
Allotment News    p16    
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SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are 
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the 
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the 
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or 
undertaking a course of treatment.  All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.  
The editors reserve the right to  amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate. 

Welcome and Contents 
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What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in October 
 

Bumps and Babes, the coffee morning for  Mums with under  2’s, meets this 
month on Monday 3rd & 17th November from 10.30am. We meet in each other’s 
homes, so contact Jenny for more details if you are interested or know of anyone 
who might be. 

 
For a chance to socialise with other Under 5’s families in the village, Praise and 
Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets in church every Wednesday from 9.30 – 
11.00am. and every Friday from 9-10.30.  The children enjoy the toys, the ride-
ons, the craft, the singing and the story and the opportunity to ring the church 
bell. Everyone is welcome – Mums, Dads, Grandparents, et al.  
 
Towards the end of the month the group will have the opportunity to sign up for 
The Posada (figures of Mary & Joseph who travel from house to house during 
December as everyone anticipates Christmas). More about that soon. 
 
Contact Jenny on 07891318123 or at jenny50fitz@gmail.com for more infor-
mation 

What’s On this Month 

mailto:jenny50fitz@gmail.com
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Churchyard Strimming Thanks 
A very big thankyou to those of you who helped with the churchyard grass 
cutting during the last few weeks of September. We had 14 volunteers this year 
which was a great turnout considering the mixed climatic conditions. As usual 
the weather was dry until we started. One day I was going to call it off, but 
some were determined to carry on to that well known song, "Strimming in the 
Rain." 
It was also good to see some new faces volunteering and I hope you all enjoyed 
the experience with the occasional chat and refreshments. 
Thanks also go to my wife for providing the well earned refreshments. 
You all did a great job, and our village churchyard is looking much tidier as a 
result. 
If any newbies fancy having a go next year, or would like to help during the year 
let me know and I’ll add your contact details to my list. 
 Many thanks 

  
John Fitzsimmons for St Mary’s Church 
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Nature Notices 

We all miss the monthly nature notes written by Alan Ford, and whilst we 
are not seeking to replicate his articles many have suggested that they 
would like to see some nature observations from around the village. 
 
Penny, one of our volunteer magazine 
distributors suggested that we could all 
send in snippets to put together into 
one piece. So here goes with Penny’s 
nature notice; 
“watching a leaf- cutter bee making a 
nest in the arm of her rustic garden 
bench this summer.” 
 
This autumn is a bumper year for 
acorns, fantastic tree colour and fungi sightings are also predicted. 
And if you see something further afield do let us know 
speldhurst.news@gmail.com 

Speldhurst Walking Group 
 
We have a walk on the first Tuesday of every 
month. We meet at 9.30 at the top of Ferbies 
and sort out transport, minimising the number 
of cars needed to get to our starting point. 
The walks are usually around five miles long 
in Kent or Sussex.  
 
They are always a circular walk starting and 

finishing at a pub where we have lunch. Dogs are welcome though it is up to the 
dog owner to check whether or not dogs are allowed in the pub. We take turns to 
plan each walk. It is not necessary to have a car to join our walks as there are 
always enough cars for the number of walkers. 
 
We are keen to have new members join our group, so if you are interested in 
please contact me either by phone on 01892 862301 or by email at 
briantasker5@gmail.com 
Brian 

If you are looking for other routes to explore try these websites. 
https://www.kentramblers.org.uk/ 
https://www.walktonbridge.co.uk/walks 
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Speldhurst CEP Primary School News 

Autumn is here – and with it comes the smell of woodsmoke, crunching leaves 
underfoot, chilly evenings - and of course the School’s annual Bonfire Night 
which attracts the support of the whole community as it gets bigger and better 
every year. I am sure you will have seen around the village the posters designed 
by the children promoting this major fund-raising event organised by the PTA. 
This year it is being held on Saturday November 1 st - hopefully you’ll have 
already bought your tickets. Many thanks to the McAuley’s for letting us 
use their field opposite the school again – and also thanks to the pupils who 
designed the wonderful promotional posters. Below are the three fantastic 
winning entries chosen by judges Headteacher Stephanie Hayward and Deputy 
Head, Simon Howe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also in the run up to the Bonfire event, Year 1 children in Jazz class spent a fun 
day building ‘Guys’ for the bonfire with the support of parent volunteers. 
Now I wonder who amongst you know whom this is: 
 
If you are a fan of TV’s Gladiators, you’ll recognise him 
as  Gladiator Steel. So, you can imagine the excitement 
when he paid a celebrity visit to our school.  Also known 
as Zack George, ‘Steel’; led workshops for the children 
about healthy eating, active lifestyles, and developing 
confidence. He then visited each classroom for 
photographs and to answer any of their questions  - a 
positive and memorable addition to the school day. 
 
In another positive ‘Well-being’ event last term, Speldhurst pupils dressed for 
‘Hello Yellow Day’, a national initiative led by the charity YoungMinds to raise 
awareness around children and mental health.  Many came to 
school sporting   yellow items of clothing from  T- shirts  to socks, hair 
accessories to badges. The aim of the day was to show those struggling with 
their mental health  that they are not alone and to help to create a positive, 
supportive environment in school. Speldhurst  is already working hard to 
achieve this, including giving some of our oldest pupils the opportunity to train 
as mental health champions, to help reduce stigma and provide support to 
classmates by promoting well-being strategies.  
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Meanwhile in class last term, history was 
brought to life with a visit from ‘Henry VIII’ 
who took Year 5 pupils in Crispin class back 
to Tudor days. He told stories of jousting and 
fighting as well as the grim justice metered out 
to peasants who stepped out of 
line.   Everyone dressed up in costumes of the 
time and there was singing, dancing and 
music. Tales of  severed heads, ship’s rats, and 
pox aside, pupils had a ‘Tudor-tastic’ day. 

which they followed up with this wonderful collaborative piece of art below.  I 
wonder what Henry VIII would have thought of this portrait. 
 
More recent history was also ‘lived’ by children in Russet Class when the Year 
6 pupils experienced a day as a Victorian . They learnt about school life when 
Queen Victoria was on the throne – strict rules and rows of desks, dunce caps 
and punishments for the naughty or less able whilst they found out how ‘less 
fortunate’ children did menial jobs such as climbing up chimneys to sweep 
them. There also was discussion about the importance of the suffragette 
movement and a chance to play traditional Victorian games during breaktime. 
 
Younger children in Year 1 also had the chance to find out about by-gone 
games with a visit by Jazz class to the Amelia Scott Centre where they were 
shown a range of beautiful toys from the past. They were keen to ask questions 
and handled the old items with care, later being given the opportunity to play 
with modern versions of these traditional toys. 
 
And finally I want to tell you about one of our School’s annual traditions – the 
Harvest Festival where the whole school comes together in St Mary’s Church 
to celebrate the bountiful gifts of this time of year .  What is sung may have 
changed over the years but as always the children were in good voice with the 
likes of ‘Harvest Samba’ and ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’. Many thanks to everyone 
who gave gifts of food and donations to Nourish. In 
these times, the work of Nourish is invaluable to those 
who need that bit of extra help. Also a big thank 
you to Kelly Kyte and her band of helpers who 
organised for Year 6 to deliver floral posies to local 
residents – another example of the School’s strong links 
with the village. Until next month. 
 
SARA ANDREW  
COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR. 
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Garden & Allotment News 

A Stranger in the Garden: The Mysterious Thornapple 
 
This summer an unexpected visitor appeared in my garden: a thornapple, also 
known as devil’s apple or devil’s trumpet. I had never seen one before, and it 
raised a curious question - how can a plant suddenly appear where it has never 
grown before? 
 
Apparently, the answer may lie in the way plants spread themselves. Seeds can 
travel astonishing distances. They may be carried on the wind (e.g. dandelions 
can travel to 60 miles), dropped by birds (e.g. mallards can also transport seeds 
up to 60 miles), or even hitch a ride in soil moved with compost or on the sole of 
a boot. Some seeds can remain dormant in the soil for years -sometimes dec-
ades up to centuries – waiting for just the right conditions of warmth and mois-
ture to germinate. In the case of thornapple, its large, spiny seed pods can scat-
ter hundreds of seeds, which are remarkably resilient. All it takes is one seed 
finding the right spot, and up comes a plant that looks, to the uninitiated, as if it 
has sprung from nowhere. 
 
So, what exactly is the thornapple? 
Belonging to the genus Datura, it is a striking plant with trumpet-shaped white or 
purple flowers and prickly fruit capsules that resemble medieval maces. It is not 
native to the UK, being from warmer parts of the world. It is listed as rare and 
scattered – typically only reported in a few dozen locations annually in a given 
year – but is also noted to have spread widely, often popping up in disturbed 
ground, waste places, or gardens where it was never deliberately planted. 
Seems like we should be honoured to have one growing in our garden. What 
makes it especially interesting – and a little notorious – is its chemistry. All parts 
of the plant contain powerful alkaloids, once used in folk medicine but highly 
toxic if ingested. Historically, thornapple was associated with witchcraft and hal-
lucinogenic rituals. Today, it is valued mainly as a curiosity of nature: a plant that 
commands both admiration for its beauty and caution for its dangers. 
 
For gardeners and walkers, the lesson is simple. Plants can travel in mysterious 
ways, and the unexpected arrival of a thornapple is a reminder of nature’s inge-
nuity. While it is fascinating to observe, I am advised that it is best appreciated 
with care - and left for the bees and butterflies, rather than curious hands, to 
enjoy. 
 
If you are interested in these topics / types of discussions, there is a Facebook 
page where we go into this type of stuff. It is called Speldhurst Allotmenteers & 
Gardeners and the web address is: https://www.facebook.com 
groups/305824050847755. 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Rob Kyte 
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Speldhurst Shop’s history in pictures 

The first general store in 
Barden Road. 

The site of the current shop before it was 
converted into a store. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, MP for 
Tunbridge Wells opening the shop. 

Looking across to the Chapel - 
the site of our new village 
shop. 
 
Many thanks to Pat Carter for 
sharing these pictures with us. 
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 The 2025 Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show 
once again boasted a fine display of entries in this eagerly 
anticipated and hotly contested annual village event! 
 
In spite of the hot dry Summer and the hosepipe ban, the 
flower, fruit and vegetable entries were impressive with 
beautiful blooms, shiny apples, perfect potatoes, crisp 
carrots, green beans and plump red tomatoes, to name but 
a few, and a (mostly jolly!) selection of emoji pumpkins. 
 
It was especially heartening to see vegetable entries from 
children going head-to-head against the “Old Gardening 
Pros”. Your time will come – keep at it! 
 
A number of you had enthusiastically been baking and preserving, with some 
“on trend” categories such as kimchi to try your hand at, along with more 
traditional bakery such as Victoria sponge and cheese scones. 
 
The flower-themed artwork by the pupils of Speldhurst CE Primary School, a 
selection of colourful and creative art projects by the uniformed groups, arty 
photography and (my personal favourite) amusing vegetable models, were just 
some of the categories which made for a glorious celebration of the creative 
spirit. Did I mention the knitted cactus?! 
 
The committee would like to say a very big thank you to all those involved: to 
those who entered something in the show, to the judges who judged them, to our 
much-valued advertising sponsors, to Green Hippo who printed out the lovely 
schedules, to those who donated prizes to the raffle, and last but not least, to 
those who came along to admire the entries and, at the end of the show, buy 
some prize-winning veg, flowers, cakes and preserves, as always most 
entertainingly auctioned off by Simon Renton - thank you, Simon! 
 
As a result of the event, the committee has been able to donate £650 to the 
Village Hall and £650 to the Recreation Ground funds, two much used and 
much-loved village amenities which are maintained through community 
fundraising efforts. 
 
We also remembered our dear late friend Alan Ford, who had organised the 
show for so many years. We think he would have agreed that the event was a 
great success. 
 
Katya Hall 

Speldhurst Flower, Vegetable and Craft Show  
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Speldhurst News Archive 
 
Travel back in time and read about what we were all up to in the 80’s! 
An archive of back copies has come to light from the depths of Julie’s and 
Edward’s attic. If anyone is interested in taking a look through then please get in 
touch speldhurst.news @gmail.com 
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann   863931 

Allotments     Mark Oddy   862746 

Beavers     Jo Smith   518706 

Bowls Club     Debbie Moon  861317  

Bridge Club    Heather Hughes  863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott     

           firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com  

Bumps and Babes   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Cricket Club    Ed Wesson    07799 731247  

    Junior Cricket section Francis Booth  07738474144 

Cubs      Karol Leeves  531104  

Flower Show    Iain Fenn   864908  

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees   07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy   862746 

Library     Pat Carter   861646  

Men on Wednesday   John Perkins   863239 

Mothers’ Union    Christine Baker  540793  

Mothers & Toddlers   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Nursery School        07984 793 974 

Parish Council: Chair   Vacant 

                       Vice Chair           Alan Rowe   863404         

             Parish Clerk Katie Neve   862927  

         Parish Councillors Paul Curry   07515 938765 

      Richard Ellery  864077 

Police Community Support Officer  Laura Horn   

Primary School    Stephanie Hayward 863044 

Rainbows     Julia Constable   

                speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com 

Recreation Ground   Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group    Paul Eames   07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club    Nick Fenton  864144 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition  Maria Turner  863394 

Speldhurst News Editors   Maria Turner  863394 

      Judith Malim  864268 

      Andrea Burgess  863362 

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com
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Speldhurst News Advertising  Speldhurst.News@gmail.com 

St Mary’s Church Priest in Charge  Rob Hindmarch  tbc  

Administrator      Rachael Foster  07960296027 

Stoolball     Donna Burden  524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  07773044374 

Shop & Post Office         862824 

Village Fete: Chair   Mike Harrowing  0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Rachel Bourdin  07766 830303  

Village Website    Miranda Hawkins  863601 

Walking Group    Brian Tasker   862301 

  Buses    Timetables for bus  285 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services 

 

George & Dragon PH:   Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm 

     Sat 12pm - 12pm 

     Sun 12pm - 8pm     

     01892  280494 

 

Dragonfly Farm Shop & Café: Mon closed 

     Tues- Shop 8.30am - 5 pm; Café closed 

     Wed-Sat 8.30am - 5 pm 

     Sun 10 am - 4 pm   

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040 

 

Dispensary:    Mon - Fri 8.30am -1pm; 2.30pm - 6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30am -11.30 only) 

 

Library (village hall):  Monday 2.00 - 4.30pm.  

 

Speldhurst Shop:   Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 8.00am -1.00pm 

     Sun 9.00am -11.00am 

 

Post Office:    Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 9.00am -1.00pm;  

     Sun Closed 

Opening Hours & Local Information 
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Front cover image: Community Shop Committee 




