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Let us help
find your next

A
mortgage. _ -='"

A

e Mortgages & Life Assurance
e Critical IllLness Cover

Nicholas Coffin CEMAP

Mother Goose Mortgages Ltd
Unit B6, Speldhurst Business Park,

Langton Road, Speldhurst, Kent TN3 0AQ Mother
T. 01892 862534 E. info@mother-goose.co.uk
MORTGAGE BROKERS

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Warwick Park Little Court
55 Warwick Park 26 Roopers
Tunbridge Wells Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells
TN2 5EJ TN3 0QL
01892 541434 01892 863414

For more information please call 01892 864429 or email
admin@mghomes.co.uk

www.mghomes.co.uk




Dear Readers,

Whilst there are exciting new retail options in Tunbridge Wells nothing can top
the opening of the Speldhurst Community Shop in its new premises on Saturday
8th November. Do come along and see the wonderfully restored building and
stock up on some treats and essentials too.

To travel back in time we also include pictures of the first Speldhurst shop, do
you recognise anyone you know on page 17?

Wishing you a cosy November,

Judith

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim
Please send emalisfore 10th November 2025 for the December/ January
issueto: speldhurst.news@gmail.coWiford, Publisher or pdf files preferred.

|l nside this month©é¢j

Village News and Events p2-4, 810, 1720

Church Diary & News p5-7

Speldhurst Primary School plil2

Speldhurst Parish Council pl315

Allotment News pl6

Clubs & Organisations p21-22

Advertising p23- 32
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SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL

, CHRISTMAS
MARKET

| Come and get some great Stocking
Fillers and unique, handmade Christmas
gifts for all the Family.

’ﬁ 15th November 12.30pm to 4pm

£ FREE ENTRANCE

PR

- t‘; &F % VoS

'

For more information contact
Julie on 07917 606542
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St Mary's Church, Spelahurst | 52 John's Church, Groombndge | St. Martin’s Chuarch, Ashurst

November 2025

2™ November

10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
1lam Matins at St John's, Groombridge

9" November

10am Remembrance Sunday at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10.15am Remembrance Sunday at St Martin’s, Ashurst

10.50 am Remembrance Sunday at St John's, Groombridge

10" November

7.30pm  Licensing & Installation of Rob Hindmarch at St Mary’s
Church, Speldhurst

16" November

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10am  Holy Communion & Baptisms at St Mary’s Church,

Speldhurst
6pm Evensong at St Martin’s, Ashurst
23" November

10am  All Age Worship (Toy Service) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
11am  Holy Communion (CW) at St Martin's, Ashurst

4pm  Evensong at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

30" November

10am All Age Holy Communion at St Mary's, Speldhurst

The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/



Canol by Candledight

With
Speldhurst Community Choir

Saturday 20th Decemlber

Rehearsals: Every Friday starting 14™ November
at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church

If you have a passion for singing, join us.
No experience required with no auditions.

Contact: hhughes8dw@icloud.com

St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst




Letter from St Mary’s

The writer of Ecclesiastes is well known for his wise words about time. He starts off
by saying, “There is a time for evarything, and a season for every activity under
heaven."

As summer makes way for autumn, we can see all around us the autumn fruits being
harvested and fields made ready for the winter and spring crops. |n the hedgerows
the abundance of berrles produced thls year are being eaten by hungry birds as they
make a last-ditch effort to fatten up for the winter.

Here in the villages of Speldhurst, Ashurst and Groombridge, we are making ready
for changing times within the parish too. It is two and half years since Douglas and
Mary laft for the west country, two and a half years that have seen our church
wardens and |lay and retired ministers holding the fort until a new vicar had been
chosen. Two and hall years of prayer, asking God to bring the person ha wants to
lead us, 1o the parish.

This manth wa will walcome Rob Hindmarch and his famlly to & new season in thelr
lives as Rob begins his ministry here, Rob's service of installation will take place on
Mon 10" Movember at 7.30 in St Mary's Church, when the Bishop of Rochester will
confirm his appeintment as our new Priest in Charge. Do come aleng and support
him and the family.

But the writer of Ecclesiastes has many more wise things to say to us in this
passage. Reminding us, among other things, that there is a time to tear and a tima to
mend, a time o ba silent and tme to speak, a time 1o love and a time to hate, a time
for war and a time for peace,

How shall we discern what that time 187 Mationally and internationally, there are no
easy answers to the challenges being faced and many despair. But as Christlans,
our hope is in God's providence and plans for his world. We may not understand why
such terrible things are happening, but we know that Christ came into the world to
reconcile everyone to God and thera will come a time when, as St John wrote in
Revelation, "there will ba a new heavan and a new aarth”. When God, "will wipe
away evary tear from thalr eyes. And there will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things will have passed away."

Meanwhile as we pray for the many issues facing our nation and further afield, we
are called to live in peace with one another, and to care for the sick and vulnerable. It
iz the time to care for each other in whatever way we can.

Jenny Fitzsimmons



Keep our Beavers busy and
get them to post your 25p per
Christmas cards! card

Posting to Speldhurst
and Stockland Green

Find our
Beavers’
postbox
: o . in the
This year, money raised will be going to .
Refugease to support their work with VI llage
frontline evacuations, humanitarian aid and ShOp

self-reliance for refugees.



lackham Villag

Market & Cafe .
Saturday | November - 10.00am to 12.15pm
Coffee/tea and delicious homemade cakes

Locally made produce for sale:

homemade pasties. cakes. scones. free range eggs.
honey. bread. bird food. jams and chutneys. handmade
craft items perfect for Christmas gifts

s and lots lots more
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SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

We are delighted that our two new staff members
are now well and truly settled in at the parish
council office.

Here they are to tell you a little bit about
themselves!

HELEN CHATER, DEPUTY CLERK — WORKS 18 HOURS A WEEK

Although | don’t live in Speldhurst parish, I'm
just over the border in Groombridge, where
I've spent most of my life. | have two children
and four young granddaughters, who keep
me on my toes! In my spare time, | enjoy
dancing, baking, and volunteering with the
Samaritans. I'm passionate about community
and to helping preserve and enhance the
beautiful area we call home.

I'm very happy to be here as Deputy Clerk

: and to be supporting Speldhurst Parish
Council in ma kmg the parlsh a fabulous place to live.

ALISON DRY ADMINISTRATOR WORKS 15 HOURS A WEEK

3 Langton Green has been our family home for
the past 24 years, and where our now grown-
up daughters both went to Primary School.
Some of you may know me from my time
helping to run Tunbridge Wells Lawn Tennis
Club, or as a swimming teacher at
Holmewood House School. I'll continue to
teach swimming alongside my new role at

8 the parish council.

- "% Outside work, | love travelling and cooking,
and | can often be seen out and about walking my beloved Dalmatian dog,
Ziggy. | also volunteer with Age UK.

I'm really excited to be starting a brand-new chapter as Parish Council
Administrator.

13



INTERESTED IN SOME CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERING? WE NEED YOU!
For many years we were fortunate ! NS | o

to benefit from Alan Ford’s
generosity in giving his time and
sharing his knowledge on all things
wildlife and conservation.

Now Alan is no longer with us, we
are looking for residents who might
like to help us continue his good
work at Pocket Park, where we have
an ongoing project in place to
develop biodiversity.

Whether you're a keen birdwatcher,
know your wildflowers, or just want
to be out in nature and part of a
community project, do get in touch
to find out how you can help.

DEFIBRILLATORS

Our older style defibrillators have been replaced with new ones. A reminder
that in Speldhurst, our defibrillator can be found at Speldhurst Village Hall.
More details about the parish council’s defibrillators and their locations can
be found on our website on the ‘Defibrillator Locations’ page, where you can
also watch a video on how to use one. Many thanks to Kate Harman, who
took the old defibs to be recycled at Tunbridge Wells tip — her final
glamorous job hefore leaving the parish council!

COUNCILLOR NEWS...We co-opted 2 new councillors at our October Full
Council meeting! More about them next month.

LOOK OUT FOR...An update on Langton Green Pavilion, elsewhere in this
magazine.

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME Monday 3™ November —
Committee Room, Speldhurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL Call the Clerk, Katie Neve: 01892
862927/07760 769513 or email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

14



Speldhurst
Parish Council

working for the
whole communtty

JOINT STATEMENT FROM SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL & LANGTON
GREEN COMMUNITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION - LANGTON GREEN PAVILION

Speldhurst Parish Council (SPC) and Langton Green Community Sports
Association (LGCSA) are pleased to announce the opening of a new community
hub and café at Langton Green Pavilion. For the next 6 months, pending the
conclusion of the previously announced independent review of the use of the
pavilion building, a new Community Interest Company (CIC), operated by
Natalina Kiely and Ryan Cousins, will be open at the pavilion.

Langton’s Sports, Community Hub & Café (LSCC) is now open every weekday and
will support various activities, clubs and events as well as providing a safe and
welcoming space. In the evenings LSCC will be promoting a range of sports, social
and community activities. At weekends, LSCC is focused on serving LGCSA's
sporting community as well as providing a café service to other visitors to the
Rec.

Natalina and Ryan commented "we are looking forward to meeting everyone and
creating a community hub that will be at the heart of the village and a place that
everyone will be proud of” Both LGCSA and SPC wish Natalina and Ryan the best
of luck as they start this journey. We encourage you all to please come along and
support the new venture and to discuss with them any ideas for activities and
events you would like the community hub to consider.
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