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Let us help
find your next

‘'
mortgage. —i

A

e Mortgages & Life Assurance
e Critical IllLness Cover

Nicholas Coffin CEMAP

Mother Goose Mortgages Ltd
Unit B6, Speldhurst Business Park,

Langton Road, Speldhurst, Kent TN3 0AQ Mother
T. 01892 862534 E. info@mother-goose.co.uk
MORTGAGE BROKERS

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Warwick Park Little Court
55 Warwick Park 26 Roopers
Tunbridge Wells Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells
TN2 5EJ TN3 0QL
01892 541434 01892 863414

For more information please call 01892 864429 or email
admin@mghomes.co.uk

www.mghomes.co.uk




Welcome!

e

Dear Readers,
Unbelievably, we find ourselves at :
Al though we |l ook to the New Year for

incredible ones in the last few months. Locally. our new Community Shop, Post
Office and Community Space has been opened and stands out as a massive
achievement for all those involved and a wonderful addition to the village, from
which we can all benefitmore details on Pages 6 & 7. The Parish also has a new
Rector, who 1 dm sure we withdrecbrdly hear
formed Speldhurst Parish History Society has just carried out its first
archaeological dig in the Parishead more about that on Page 18.
Enclosed are lots of details about a variety of festive fun and, if you still
have time on your hands, one of our readers has supplied a lovely chutne
recipe on Page 20. All the regulars are also-hkamk you to them for
supplying their wonderful and insightful articles each month. At the end
of another busy year, | 6d al so | i
the magazine for us.

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and New Year!ﬁ

Maria Turner

News Editors: Maria Turner, Andrea Burgess & Judith Malim

Please send emallsfore 10th January 2026 for the February isste
speldhurst.news@gmail.coVord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.
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St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

December 2025

4th December
7.30pm Taize Service at St martin’s, Ashurst
7" December

10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
1lam Matins at St John’s, Groombridge

14" December

10am Morning Worship with Baptisms at St Mary’s Church,
Speldhurst
1llam St John’s Carol Service at St John’s, Groombridge

20" December

6pm Carols by Candlelight at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

21 December

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
10am Holy Communion (CW) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
4pm Carol Service at St Martin’s, Ashurst

24" December

3pm Crib Service at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
4pm Crib Service at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
4pm Crib Service at St Martin’s, Ashurst

11.30pm  Midnight Communion at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

A

The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/



St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst | St. John’s Church, Groombridge | St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

December 2025

25" December

10am
10am

28" D
10am

Christmas Day All Age Worship St Mary’s, Speldhurst

Christmas Day Celebration St Martin’s, Ashurst

ecember

All Age Worship at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027

or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org

facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Keep our Beavers busy and
get them to post your 25p per
Christmas cards! card

Posting to Speldhurst
and Stockland Green

Find our
Beavers’
postbox
i o . in the
This year, money raised will be going to .
Refugease to support their work with Vi llage
frontline evacuations, humanitarian aid and ShOp

self-reliance for refugees.



Saturday 20th December
6pm

A Welcome!

St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst



Speldhurst CEP Primary School News .@]
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CHRISTMAS
ALLSORTS

Join me for a Christmas crafty afternoon.

I’ll be running workshops all afternoon - come for
one, two or all of them - whatever you fancy.
Mulled wine/apple juice, mince pies and other
festive treats included in the price.
4.30pm - Jewellery gifts
5.30pm - Christmas trees,
reindeers or angel lights
6.30pm - Sweet trees

How much does it cost?
£10- which includes all equipment,
tuition, drinks and nibbles, plus the &
cost of whatever you choose.

q Where /when?

¥ Kent Cottage
Barden Road

Please ask for more information on Speldhurst
individual prices if required. et TN3 OLE
How do | book? N 12/12/25

Contact Julie on 07917 606542 or 4.30-8,30pm
email- giftsbyjuliep@gmail.com

12
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SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

In October we co-opted 2 new Councillors at our Full Council :
Meeting. Here they are to tell you a little bit about B i
themselves.

JAMES FARLEY, COUNCILLOR

I am a long-standing resident of the Speldhurst Parish,
having moved to Langton Green in 1993 when | joined
Kent Police. | now live in Speldhurst with my family,
where my wife and | have raised three children. After a
30-year career with Kent Police, | retired as a Detective
Inspector in 2023. | now run a local mobile coffee
business, which operates from a converted horse trailer.
This venture has provided a valuable opportunity for me
to interact with local residents on a regular basis, and enables me to
understand community needs and sentiment first-hand. I'm committed to
contributing more to the community and aim to ensure the parish remains a
thriving and safe place to live by focusing on addressing traffic concerns and
adwvocating for responsible development. | value community connection and
transparency and am eager to effectively represent the views of all local
residents.

JADE DICKENS, COUNCILLOR

| am a local resident and have lived in Langton Green
for over 7 years. | have two children aged 12 and 14
years old and am particularly passionate about their
future, making a difference to our community, and
leaving a lasting legacy. My approach in this capacity
will be to listen and take a balanced viewpoint of all
stakeholders to help find collaborative and
progressive solutions that benefit all within our
community. With a career in bid management in both construction and the
energy sector, | am well versed in understanding the key drivers and
challenges that we face in the world of development, planning, and
environmental management.

14



SPELDHURST CHAPEL - COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE

Just over a year on from when councillors voted unanimously to go ahead
with the purchase of Speldhurst Chapel and grant a lease to Speldhurst
Community Shop, it was great to see and hear the buzz at the Grand Opening
which took place on 8™ November.

POCKET PARK BIODIVERSITY PROJECT The project
started in 2023, with funding support from TWBC,
Tesco and the High Weald organisation. Throughout
Spring and Summer this year, the central area of the
Park was left unmown again to allow native fauna to
develop with many new flowers identified and
recorded. In preparation for the 2026 growing season
we are delighted to be working with NaturePlus to
establish a flower meadow . Wark has already started
to prepare the ground and we hope to see this flower meadow starting to
develop in Spring/Summer 2026. With the sad passing of Alan Ford, and in
honour of his passion for nature and tireless efforts on the project, SPC have
dedicated a tree and plague in his memaory.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

The council office will be closed over Christmas between Tuesday 23
December and Thursday 1* January (inclusive).

We will check the clerk’s email inbox and pick up mobile phone messages
periodically during this time, should you need to contact us.

We wish you all a well-deserved festive break, and here's to a happy and
healthy New Year.

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME
Monday 17 December 7pm — The Palmer Room, Langton Village Hall
Monday 5™ January 2026 7.30pm — Speldhurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL Call the Clerk, Katie Neve:
01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Garden & Allotment News

e D®v@Gdach Horse: A Hel pful i
te October may be the time of Hall owe
ornapptbteru(nwbeeetellsasmd\len\ms)txh was@iast 0t bl E
have al most | mrebdaicaet ewiyt hc oamer ofvaec eb e e
milarly mysteriou@ecewmenonl| nfamed &afl g@
rned over a patch of rotting wood and
ck at d&yeoupr oyboaub | y &meQGo atchhe HXervsie. Wit h

ur , power ful | aws, and the dramatic w
rtainly ol bwtk dddmeef o®l ed. This beetl e

t he garden

e [BmBevdolach Horse (Ocypus Olens) is a
the | argest beet Be moami loife € ni i otumeal w
mpost heaps, or among |l eaf litter, es
eaking down. Far from being sinister,
m by feeding on sl ugs, |l ar vae, and ot
an excellent natur al pest controller

y Rotting Wood |Is a Good Thing

t hough it can be tempting to tidy eve
d logs or branches to decay quietly i
fe. Rotting wood provides shelter, fo
eat-bresm beetles and centipedes&éeondtro
en eaten by the badgers). The fungi a
turn valuable nutrient s teoc dshyes tseom |i,n
alth. 8AmwhetrrranyC®aoh |l Hor se was | ur kin
od pile. And when it was possible to
light to find. A |iving example that

I
Q
<
@
=
=

or Biodiversity

, hext time&dy€cCwasde HorBevislcuttl i ng tF
ve it a nod of respect. & ta mnmharhdwd rokoik
rt of the quiet &Grrmgc yt dlaitn k eeypst eemtruu
mbl e wood pile, left to do its thing,
| dl i fe habitats in any garden.

you are interested in these topics [/
ge where we go into this type of stuf
rdeners and the web address is: https
oups/ 305824050847755
b Kyte



RE WATLOKRAL -

L o e e e e o

g

S WEEK

THI

N> —.=
O o =
c c —
o BN ORI
L OT &
TaOS..C
Q.—— OO0
— = ) .=
— O C O >
Ownwwwc

ALSO REPCGRTED

o -~ O @]
Oerrtc
Scocos
~ 0 OocCc
© n o o
[ 2N7)] L .-
— © © s O

t
t
a

OT >0 ®
oc_ o~ 3
n © C
O+ O
L CTC
L OT O
w3200
c S0 (v}
O—- <0y

onsery

O O o —.
— = O
(<) — [ e
[@27)] >0 o
~ OCT O —
ccoc ..M
—00C -0
— O X o
C -4 -~-0O0
— © « O -
S 2o

CO® TOw— E
wnE_ovono
O— 0V O._c
|SafW|t

(on Ferbies)

Judi th

17



