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Dear Readers, 
 
Spring is here! We made it - the days are lengthening, birds are nest building and 
if you are lucky you may see hares racing around too. There is something 
wonderfully optimistic about spring; sowing seedlings, planning holidays and 
get togethers, possibly even walking without wellies on?! Perhaps this has been 
the inspiration for some to take on new roles to help our village thrive; more 
details in our ‘Movers & Shakers’ section p15-6. 
 
We would like to send a big ‘Thank you!’ for the financial support we have 
received from both the SPC and St Mary’s. It is much appreciated as we try to 
keep subscriptions and advertising rates affordable whilst our printing costs 
have risen at a rapid rate. Each magazine currently costs around £1.50 to print so 
we will be revising our prices from April. We are very grateful for the support of 
our contributors, subscribers, advertisers and our VERY hardy network of 
distributors who have been out in record-breaking wet conditions over the 
winter. Thank you all! 
 
This month we have both regular and guest contributions. If you are involved in 
a club or society we would really love to hear from you about your events and 
results. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Judith 
 
News Editors: Andrea Burgess , Judith Malim & Maria Turner 
 
Please send emails before 10th March 2026 for the April issue to: 

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are 
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the 
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the 
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or 
undertaking a course of treatment.  All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.  
The editors reserve the right to  amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate. 

Welcome! 

Save the date! Speldhurst Fete & 
Speldfest!  Sat 20th June 
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BUMPS & BABES! 
 
Spring is well underway now with snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses blooming 
everywhere. Our groups are blooming too. 
 
Bumps and Babes is a coffee morning for new Mums. We meet fortnightly on 
Mondays from 10.30 am in each other’s homes. This month we meet on the 9th 
& 23rd March, so do get in touch with Jenny if you have an under 2 and would 
like to join us. All are welcome. 
 
Praise and Play, the St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets on Wednesdays from 9.30 
–11.00am and Fridays from 9.00 -10.30am in the church. We have great fun to-
gether. There’s lots of time for free play for the children and a craft too. To-
wards the end of the session, we gather together for a story and a sing song and 
to ring the church bell, which the children love, before refreshments are served. 
So, if you’ve not joined us before do come along either day, you’d be very wel-
come. 
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or know 
someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 07891 318123 or at jen-
ny50fitz@gmail.com 

News & Events 

Nature Notices 

Keen bird spotter Penny was delighted to see an 
infrequent visitor to her garden this month - a 
male siskin. An attractive, green-and-yellow bird, 
the siskin regularly visits bird tables and feeders 
in gardens. Look for the bright yellow barring on 
its black wings, and the black crown of the males. 
Scientific name: Spinus spinus! 
 
Probably, like most birds, it kept itself well 
hidden during the Garden Bird Survey! 
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Garden & Allotment News 

Rob Kyte 
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Speldhurst Down Under! 
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We look forward to hearing more about Oscar’s preparations! 
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Speldhurst CEP Primary School News 
for March 2026 

‘Rain, rain go away, come again another day’.  This School term there’s been very few 

glimpses of the sun – and the roof (almost 200 years old) covering the old part of the 

School building needs fixing if it is to continue keep out the weather. 

Speldhurst is very fortunate in having a committed, hardworking and inspired PTA who 

this term launched a campaign to raise money to help pay for the restoration and repair 

of the roof.  One of the first events was inspired by the pupils themselves – an Art Exhi-

bition of their specially created artwork which included abstract flower collages, Aborig-

inal inspired prints and detailed portraits. 

Led by Year 5 teacher Cal Moss whose own creativity is often on display in the school 

hall as backdrops for plays or murals to celebrate Christmas and Easter,  Mrs Moss 

along with other staff and the PTA Art committee of Deviani Parekh-Jones and Sam 

Simpson-Pagani curated the exhibition which for two days after school was open to 

parents and visitors .  The artwork was framed and ready for sale with all monies going 

to the roof fund. And I hope you’ll agree we have some wonderful artists at Speldhurst 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile in the classroom the evidence of the pupil’s tal-

ent is everywhere – even in history; where Year 5 in Crispin 

Class are learning about the Ancient Greeks.  The children 

designed and constructed their own 3D pillars  - Corinthian, 

Ionic, Doric and sometimes a mixture of different styles – to 

gain understanding of Grecian architecture 2,500 or more 

years ago. 
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This year the National Year of Reading 2026 was billed as the biggest campaign in a gen-

eration designed to help more people discover the joy of reading in their daily lives.  The 

campaign message urged everyone to: “Go All In on their passions and interests ..and 

discover how reading can unlock the things they already love – be that music, football, 

baking, family-time, sci-fi, or … anything.” 

With all of this in mind, Speldhurst  really ‘ went for it ‘– setting the children a reading 

challenge to complete during 2026.  Pupils were each given a record card with 12 read-

ing challenges -one for every month - to encourage and excite them to find that passion 

for reading in their spare time. Each challenge must be signed off by an adult who may 

in turn find time in their busy lives to read regularly.  I’m a bit of a reading ‘evangelist’ at 

the moment as I have just joined a book club. 

As long as I can remember Speldhurst pupils have taken part in the Tunbridge Wells Pri-

mary School Singing Festival which has been going for the last 30 years.  This year the 

School’s involvement is bigger than ever with music teacher Mrs Partridge taking 52 

children to rehearsals at St John’s Primary School where our pupils from Years 3/4/5/6 

joined with those from other local schools to prepare for a performance night on March 

3rd at the Assembly Halls.   As well as an opportunity  for children to join in a massed 

choral experience, each school choir is showcased with their own song - a chance  to 

have their moment in the spotlight!  Speldhurst will be singing ‘A Whole New World’ 

from the film Aladdin. If you haven’t already booked, tickets will hopefully still be availa-

ble on the Assembly Hall website. Remember Speldhurst School is performing on March 

3 (final performance of the two-day festival) Exciting! 

Back in School, the very youngest of our pupils in Pippin reception class 

had their own excitement with a visit from a fireman Ed Harrap (school 

Dad) NOT fortunately to deal with a fire but to tell the pupils what it is 

like to work in the fire service. Thank you very much Mr Harrap for vis-

iting and all you do to keep our communities safe. 

  

Other classroom visitors who also caused a stir were a trio of 

beautiful owls with their handler from the Owl and Raptor cen-

tre based in Groombridge Place.  The children were fascinated to 

see the birds up close and learn all about their unique abili-

ties. Apparently, it is a myth that owls can turn their heads 360 

degrees BUT they can rotate their necks up to 270 degrees in 

either direction, allowing them to look directly behind them-
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And finally, do you remember that last month our Year 3 children in Bramley Class were 

experimenting with light to answer the question ‘can we see without light’.   

The answer is (as I am sure many of you know) that we do need light to see but through 

their experiments, the children discovered that although dull/matt objects were hard to 

see without light, shiny/sparkly objects did give off a glimmer of light even when there 

was limited light surrounding them.  

And now for this month as Porky Pig, the Looney Tunes character is famous for saying 

"Th-th-th-that's all, folks!" 

SARA ANDREW , COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR 
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Letter from St Mary’s 
 

Phil Hall has kindly taken over the  administration of the 
allotments - thanks to Mark Oddy who has done this role for so 
many years. Phil is often at the allotments so if you would like to 
find out more do go and have a chat - there is one plot free at the 
moment at £20 per year. 
          

Movers & Shakers 
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Opening Hours & Local Information 

  Buses    Timetables for bus  285 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services 

George & Dragon PH:   Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm 

     Sat 12pm - 12pm 

     Sun 12pm - 8pm     

     01892  280494 

 

Dragonfly Farm Shop & Café: Mon closed 

     Tues- Shop 8.30am - 5 pm; Café closed 

     Wed-Sat 8.30am - 5 pm 

     Sun 10 am - 4 pm   

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040 

 

Dispensary:    Mon - Fri 8.30am -1pm; 2.30pm - 6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30am -11.30 only) 

 

Library (village hall):  Monday 2.00 - 4.30pm.  

 

Speldhurst Shop:   Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 8.00am -1.00pm 

     Sun 9.00am -11.00am 

 

Post Office:    Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 9.00am -1.00pm;  

     Sun Closed 

 
 
 
Meredith Thomas  has taken over the reins  at the village 
hall from Rachel Bourdin, thank you Rachel, welcome 
and well done Meredith. 
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann   863931 

Allotments     Phil Hall  

      speldhurstallotments@gmail.com 

Beavers     Jo Smith   518706 

Bowls Club     Debbie Moon  861317  

Bridge Club    Heather Hughes  863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott     

       firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com  

Bumps and Babes   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Cricket Club    Ed Wesson    07799 731247  

    Junior Cricket section Francis Booth  07738474144 

Cubs      Karol Leeves  531104  

Flower Show    Iain Fenn   864908  

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees   07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy   862746 

Library     Pat Carter   861646  

Men on Wednesday   John Perkins   863239 

Mothers’ Union    Christine Baker  540793  

Mothers & Toddlers   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Nursery School        07984 793 974 

Parish Council: Chair   Paul Curry   07515 938765 

                       Vice Chair           tbc                 

             Clerk              Helen Chater   862927  

         Parish Councillors Richard Ellery  864077 

Police Community Support Officer  Lisa Whitehead  101/ 999 

Primary School    Stephanie Hayward 863044 

Rainbows     Julia Constable   

       speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com 

Recreation Ground   Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group    Paul Eames   07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club    Nick Fenton  864144 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition  Maria Turner  863394 

Speldhurst News Editors   Maria Turner  863394 

      Judith Malim  864268 

      Andrea Burgess  863362 

Speldhurst News Advertising  Speldhurst.News@gmail.com 

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Church Priest in Charge  Rob Hindmarch    

            rob.hindmarch@speldhurstchurch.org 

Administrator      Rachael Foster  07960296027 

Stoolball     Donna Burden  524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  07773044374 

Shop & Post Office         862824 

Village Fete: Chair   Mike Harrowing  0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Meredith Thomas  07786901312  

Village Website    Miranda Hawkins  863601 

Advertising space is available, prices currently start from £55 for 1/8th 
of a page advert  
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Front cover image:  Country Life Magazine 




