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Welcome!

Dear Readers,

Spring is herel We made it - the days are lengthening, birds are nest building and
if you are lucky you may see hares racing around too. There is something
wonderfully optimistic about spring; sowing seedlings, planning holidays and
get togethers, possibly even walking without wellies on?! Perhaps this has been
the inspiration for some to take on new roles to help our village thrive; more
details in our ‘Movers & Shakers’ section pl5-6.

We would like to send a big “Thank you?” for the financial support we have
received from both the SPC and St Mary’s. It is much appreciated as we try to
keep subscriptions and advertising rates affordable whilst our printing costs
have risen at a rapid rate. Each magazine currently costs around £1.50 to print so
we will be revising our prices from April. We are very grateful for the support of
our contributors, subscribers, advertisers and our VERY hardy network of
distributors who have been out in record-breaking wet conditions over the
winter. Thank you all!

This month we have both regular and guest contributions. If you are involved in
a club or society we would really love to hear from you about your events and
results.

Kind regards,

Judith

News Editors: Andrea Burgess , Judith Malim & Maria Turner

Please send emails before 10th March 2026 for the April issue to:

Save the date! Speldhurst Fete &
Speldfest! Sat 20th June

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or
undertaking a course of treatment. All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.
The editors reserve the right to amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate.
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News & Events

BUMPS & BABES!

Spring is well underway now with snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses blooming
everywhere. Our groups are blooming too.

Bumps and Babes is a coffee morning for new Mums. We meet fortnightly on
Mondays from 10.30 am in each other’s homes. This month we meet on the 9th
& 23rd March, so do get in touch with Jenny if you have an under 2 and would
like to join us. All are welcome.

Praise and Play, the St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets on Wednesdays from 9.30
~11.00am and Fridays from 9.00 -10.30am in the church. We have great fun to-
gether. There’s lots of time for free play for the children and a craft too. To-
wards the end of the session, we gather together for a story and a sing song and
to ring the church bell, which the children love, before refreshments are served.
So, if you've not joined us before do come along either day, you'd be very wel-
come.

Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or know
someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 07891 318123 or at jen-
ny50fitz@gmail.com

Nature Notices

Keen bird spotter Penny was delighted to see an
infrequent visitor to her garden this month - a
male siskin. An attractive, green-and-yellow bird,
the siskin regularly visits bird tables and feeders
in gardens. Look for the bright yellow barring on
its black wings, and the black crown of the males.
Scientific name: Spinus spinus!

" Probably, like most birds, it kept itself well
hidden during the Garden Bird Survey!
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Garden & Allotment News

When Is the Right Time to Sow Seeds?

As late winter turns Into early spring, many gardeners begin to feal the famlliar urge to start
sowing seeds. Seed packets offer guidance, usually giving a recommended month or range
of months, but these periods can feel surprisingly broad. After all, a month is a long time in a
growing season, and it raises an obvious gquestion: is it better to sow early to give plants a
longear start, or to wait?

This January | sowed chilll peppers, tomatoas and leeks. These crops benefit fram a long
growing season, particularly chillles and tomatoes, which need warmth to thrive and fruit
well, Starting them early, under cover and with a bit of warmth, can give them a head start
before they move outside later in the spring.

However, there is another school of thought, Charles Dowding, well known for his no-dig
approach, often reminds gardeners not to rush, Seeds sown too early can struggle with low
light lavels, producing weak, leggy plants that need careful nursing. In his expariance, saads
sown a little “late” often catch up surprisingly quickly once light levels improve and
temperatures rise.

S0 which approach 15 Fight? As with many things In gardening, the answer |s: It depends.
Early sowing can work well If you have the right conditions = good light, seme warmth, and
the space to pot on seedlings as they grow. Without these, early-sown plants may stall or
suffer setbacks that wipe out any Initial advantage.

On the ether hand, waiting until March can simplify things. Light levels are improving, days
are longer, and seedlings tend ta grow mone stead|ly and robustly. Far many craps,
particularly vegetables and flowers sown outdoars, this can lead to healthier plants that
guickly catch up with earlier sowings.

For gardeners planning to sow seeds in March, the best approach may be a balanced one.
Reserve early sowing for crops that genuinely need a long season and can be kept warm and
bright. For everything else, patience often pays off. Gardening is not a race, and plants have
an impressive ability to make up for lost time when conditions are right.

In the end, seed packets are guides rather than rules. Observing your own conditions,

experimenting a little, and learning from each season will help you find the timing that
works best in your garden.

Rob Kyte




| put & request to you for mew Velunteers for planting and meintaining the three flovwer
troughs in Speldhurst, and | heve bean delighted, though not surprised, thatwea hewve
hed an enthusiastic response.

They are from three sats of fiends who hawve genercusly offered to take up the task, for
us, and they ara -

Church Lychgate - Jane Bamgbola & Judith Malim
Marthfields - Helen Mockett & Miccle Pollan (slso of the Millenium garden rona)
Willzge Hall - Katys Merrick & Cleire Hobbs

| cam't thamk you ledies emough and do hope you enjoy bringing our village some lovely
hotspots of beauty. | lowved the job, but my time was up. But | would ssk all you

Willegers, 65 you did with me, to stop and chat, and encourage, and thank the ladies for
their efforts as it added to the pleasure of the job.

Hawve fun ladies - and thank you again!!

Batsitloutien

Speldhurst Down Under!

Ciur family took & paglly special trip to New Zealand st the end of 2025,

Az we drove south through Merth 1sland, | rememberad an email to this magazine, sbout
& retirement village that hed bean built in Australia or New Zesland by 8 descendant of
onea of our cwn villsge residents and which had therefore been named Speldhurst.

Google revealed that by and her family left Speldhurst for Mew Zealand via Tasmania in
tha late 1800s. Her grandscn Wayne Bishop paid tibute to this family histonywhan he
built and cpenad his own Speldhurstin the small town of Levin, NZ {current populstion
20,0000 im 201 6. His Speldhurst will celebrate the 10th anniversary of its opening by the
than Prime Minister of New Zesland lohn Key on 10th Manch 2026,

Built on the site of a Boys Training Farm and an RAFME sirbese, the social hub of
Speldhurst, MZ iz The George. Street names sround their villege include Barden Road,
Evghurss Lane and Southfields Rosd as well ez & Tes Garden Lane and a Holmewood
Ridge. The brochure for their village features animaga of our George & Dregon and a
little bit of history sbout this village. You can find out more

at hitps/www. epaldhurstcountryestate coonz'

(I subsequently discovarad that wihen my Yorkshire grandpe farmed in Mew Zealand in
the 15950=-70s it wes in Lenvin - on & plot a 3-minute drive from what is now Speldhwrst.)

Al Dewson



Hello

My son Oscar plans to undertake & ride in the summer with a view to raising money for
RDA - Riding for the Disabled. Cscar hes cerebral palsy (CP) and has directly benefittad
from horsa riding He will do it in conjunction with 3 man called Louis D Hell who spends
sl hiz time with horses and undertakes treks. He published & book last year entitled

"Itz the green”.

This poem provides aninsight inte the experiance that RDA provides.

| saw & child by John Anthony Davies

| sever & chiilld who couldn™ walk,
sit on a horse, laugh and talk.
Then ride it throwgh a field of daisies

and yet he could not walk unaided.

| sever @ child no legs belowe
sit on a horse and make it ga.
Through waoods of green and
placas he had never bean,

to sit and stare, except from a chair.

| sevar & child whao could only crasl
mount a horsed and sit up tall.
Then put it through degrees of paces

ta laugh at the wonder on our faces.

| sy @ child born inta strife

take up and hold the reins of life.

And that same child was heard to say

*Thank God for showing me the way™

Charles Andarson

We look forward to hearing more about Oscar’s preparations!
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Speldhurst CEP Primary School News
for March 2026

‘Rain, rain go away, come again another day’. This School term there’s been very few
glimpses of the sun — and the roof (almost 200 years old) covering the old part of the
School building needs fixing if it is to continue keep out the weather.

Speldhurst is very fortunate in having a committed, hardworking and inspired PTA who
this term launched a campaign to raise money to help pay for the restoration and repair
of the roof. One of the first events was inspired by the pupils themselves — an Art Exhi-
bition of their specially created artwork which included abstract flower collages, Aborig-
inal inspired prints and detailed portraits.

Led by Year 5 teacher Cal Moss whose own creativity is often on display in the school
hall as backdrops for plays or murals to celebrate Christmas and Easter, Mrs Moss
along with other staff and the PTA Art committee of Deviani Parekh-Jones and Sam
Simpson-Pagani curated the exhibition which for two days after school was open to
parents and visitors . The artwork was framed and ready for sale with all monies going
to the roof fund. And | hope you’ll agree we have some wonderful artists at Speldhurst

School. p— - — —

Meanwhile in the classroom the evidence of the pupil’s tal-
ent is everywhere — even in history; where Year 5 in Crispin
Class are learning about the Ancient Greeks. The children
designed and constructed their own 3D pillars - Corinthian,
lonic, Doric and sometimes a mixture of different styles —to
gain understanding of Grecian architecture 2,500 or more
years ago.




This year the National Year of Reading 2026 was billed as the biggest campaign in a gen-
eration designed to help more people discover the joy of reading in their daily lives. The
campaign message urged everyone to: “Go All In on their passions and interests ..and
discover how reading can unlock the things they already love — be that music, football,
baking, family-time, sci-fi, or ... anything.”

With all of this in mind, Speldhurst really “ went for it ‘— setting the children a reading
challenge to complete during 2026. Pupils were each given a record card with 12 read-
ing challenges -one for every month - to encourage and excite them to find that passion
for reading in their spare time. Each challenge must be signed off by an adult who may
in turn find time in their busy lives to read regularly. I'm a bit of a reading ‘evangelist’ at
the moment as | have just joined a book club.

As long as | can remember Speldhurst pupils have taken part in the Tunbridge Wells Pri-
mary School Singing Festival which has been going for the last 30 years. This year the
School’s involvement is bigger than ever with music teacher Mrs Partridge taking 52
children to rehearsals at St John’s Primary School where our pupils from Years 3/4/5/6
joined with those from other local schools to prepare for a performance night on March
3" at the Assembly Halls. As well as an opportunity for children to join in a massed
choral experience, each school choir is showcased with their own song - a chance to
have their moment in the spotlight! Speldhurst will be singing ‘A Whole New World’
from the film Aladdin. If you haven’t already booked, tickets will hopefully still be availa-
ble on the Assembly Hall website. Remember Speldhurst School is performing on March
3 (final performance of the two-day festival) Exciting!

2% Back in School, the very youngest of our pupils in Pippin reception class
. had their own excitement with a visit from a fireman Ed Harrap (school
i Dad) NOT fortunately to deal with a fire but to tell the pupils what it is

A like to work in the fire service. Thank you very much Mr Harrap for vis-

iting and all you do to keep our communities safe.

Other classroom visitors who also caused a stir were a trio of
beautiful owls with their handler from the Owl and Raptor cen-
tre based in Groombridge Place. The children were fascinated to
see the birds up close and learn all about their unique abili-

ties. Apparently, it is a myth that owls can turn their heads 360
degrees BUT they can rotate their necks up to 270 degrees in
either direction, allowing them to look directly behind them-
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And finally, do you remember that last month our Year 3 children in Bramley Class were
experimenting with light to answer the question ‘can we see without light’.

The answer is (as | am sure many of you know) that we do need light to see but through
their experiments, the children discovered that although dull/matt objects were hard to
see without light, shiny/sparkly objects did give off a glimmer of light even when there
was limited light surrounding them.

And now for this month as Porky Pig, the Looney Tunes character is famous for saying
"Th-th-th-that's all, folks!"

SARA ANDREW , COMMUNICATIONS GOVERNOR

The il
o Woluntary Servios

i i o o v e

Domestic Abuse Support for Local Residents

DAVSS (Domestic Abuse Volunteer Support Services) is a specialist local charity providing
free and confidential supporl to adults affected by domeslic abuse across West Kent,

Domestic abuse can affect anyone, regardless of age, background or circumstances, DAVSS
offers practical and emotional support, safety planning, and guidance to help Iindividuals
understand their options and make informed decisions about their safety and wellbeing. Support
Is tallored to each person and delivered by trained staff and volunteers.

Residents can contact DAVSS directly, and referrals are also welcomed from local
professionals including GPs, housing providers, the police and other support services. We also
offer recovery programmes to help individuals rebuild confidence, reduce isolation, and move
forward with thelr lives,

If you need support, please visit www.davss.org.uk or call our suppert line on 01892 570538

If you are in immediate danger, always call 999,

DAVSS works in partnership with local erganisations and community groups to ensure
specialist domestic abuse support is available to residents when it is needed.



SPELDHURST PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

PRECEPT 2026/27 l i
Parah Counec

Every year we carefully consider our finances and determine

what the parish precept will be for the coming year. This is

the portion of Council Tax you pay to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council,
which they collect on our behalf.

The precept for 2026/27 was agreed at our Full Council meeting on 5*
January. The total precept of £258,912 represents an increase of £13,551
over the previous year or 4.8% for a band D property.

T o, e e e The Parish Council was very mindful of
- the cost-of-living challenges faced by

S households and families in setting the
peestsenees precept to ensure the best value for

money for each of the services the
Council is responsible for. Councillors
were also conscious that council reserves for unplanned or unexpected
events are at the lower end of recommended levels. It was therefore
important to strike the right balance to ensure known or anticipated costs
for the next financial year were covered as much as possible from the
precept rather than depleting reserves further.

Buldm & oy

The Council is fortunate to own several pockets of land, including the
recreation ground, the children’s play areas, and the car park at Langton
Green. While the Council regards this as an important benefit, it does mean a
significant portion of the precept is spent on maintaining these amenities.
For instance, the Council has been replacing the wooden bollards at

The car park. This work is being spread over several years to keep costs,
around £8,000 p.a., manageable. An important point to highlight is that the
Council is continually looking for cost-effective opportunities to improve an
amenity. An example is an investment in creating a wild flower meadow at



Pocket Park in Speldhurst to be funded by a combination of Council funds
and external grants.

The Council also owns 3 buildings, the Parish Office, the old Speldhurst
Chapel, and the Langton Pavilion. The loan on the Parish Office will be fully
repaid in 2026/27. The loan on the old Speldhurst Chapel for 2026/27
represents a cost of £30,136. Speldhurst Community Shop and Post Office
are responsible for all other costs associated with this building. For the
pavilion, the Council is still budgeting to subsidise the building, albeit at a
reduced level from 2025/26. The Council, working closely with Langton
Green Community Sports Association, is undertaking a review of the pavilion,
to be completed by autumn 2026, with a goal to put in place a viable
financial arrangement that fully covers the operating costs of the pavilion
going forward.

Finally, our Highways Committee continues to strive to improve highway
safety throughout the Parish and-is working on several initiatives. The costs
invalved are significant and higher than the Council's budgets allow.
MNotwithstanding this, the Council has set aside an additional £15,000 for
2026/27 to provide some seed funding. This is to demonstrate to the
relevant authorities, such as Kent County Council, the Council’s seriousness
and commitment to unlock additional funding from them to allow these
initiatives to move forward and hopefully be implemented.

While any increase in the precept is regrettable, Councillors have taken all
appropriate steps to keep the overall increase as low as possible for 2026/27.
If you would like to know more about the precept and how it is spent, our
Clerk will be happy to answer your questions.

STAFF CHANGES — HELLOS AND GOODBYES

Alan Rowe - one of our longest-
standing parish councillors - has
decided to retire and stepped down
on 11* February.

In addition, our Clerk - Katie Neve,
has recently headed off to new
horizons. Both Alan and Katie will be
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hugely missed and we thank them for their exemplary service and wish them
all the very best for the future.

Helen Chater the current Deputy
Clerk has stepped up to Clerk and
Sally Newve has joined us as a
Deputy Clerk.

We are also very pleased to welcome back Neil
Barrington-lohnson to the council. He will be serving on
the Amenities and Finance & Governance committees,

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 13+ APRIL 2026

It's been another busy year for the Parish Council, and
we would love to tell you all about it at our Annual
Parish Meeting. Meet us in person, ask about what we
do and hear updates on the projects we're involved in,
including the Speldhurst Community Shop & Post
Office, langton Pavilion, road safety and local
environmental issues,

From our social media channels to council meetings and articles in village
magazines and newsletters, we try to share important information with as
many residents as possible. But we can’t always reach everyone, so, here's
your chance to find out more and have your questions answered. There’s no
need to RSVP — just come along.

A

What are we doing to tackle road safety?

What is our role in local planning matters?

What about the environment and local amenities?
And how can you get involved?

Tl e deg
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Doors open 6.30pm (when drinks will be served) for a prompt 7.00 pm start
Langton Green Pavilion
Monday 13* April 2026

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION IN KENT AND
MEDWAY

Government ministers have launched the statutory consultation on options
for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Kent and Medway. All five
proposals that were submitted to Government by Kent and Medway councils
are being consulted on, including KCC's option 1a for a single unitary
supported by three Area Assemblies.

The consultation, which closes on 26% March, is public and open to anyone
who wishes to respond. Further information about the consultation and how
to take part is available on the Government website here: Local government
reorganisation in Kent and Medway - GOV.UK_

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS — EVERYONE WELCOME
Monday 2~ March 2026 7.30 pm — The Palmer Room, Langton Village Hall
Tuesday 7* April 2026 7.30pm — Speldhurst Village Hall

TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL Call the Clerk, Helen Chater:
01892 862927/07760 769513 or email
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

For helpful information, visit www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

Speldhurst parish covers the vwillages of Ashurst, Langton Green, Old
Groombridge and Speldhurst. The councillors representing these villages are:

Paul Curry (Chair); Neil Barrington-Johnson; Hugh Cleaver; Jade Dickens;

Richard Ellery; James Farley; Rebecca Leach; Giles Littlefield; Simon Norton;
Domenico Tarricone; John Turner
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® . SHOP «o.”

| wasn't kidding last month when | talked of winter warmers was |7 We are indesd
suffering from deluge after deluge as lwrite this. We need a littla sign of spring and
many of you will heve noticed daffodils reising their heeds in your gardens. If they are
nizt quite ready for picking, we will be stocking them in our shop to help brightan your
day.

To all of you gentlemen who ralish your weekend trip te the shop after a busy week, we
nww hawve available on Saturday momings delicious Pain au Chocolste and Croissants
for your breakfast. Cur first morning serving these delicious temptaticns was so popular
theywere all gone in the blink of an aye. Also, lovely bacon and eggs and of course great
wines for that special upcoming Sundeay Lunch. Choices are rafreshed often 5o do
investigate whilst you are in the shop. Mother's Day is around the corner. We have
Mother's Day cards and gifts as well. 5o, breakfast, cards, gifts, flowers, chocolates are
gl aveilable in our shop.

W will be stocking naw Lusury Speldhurst sauseges, the same price 85 the
classic sausages svailabla but with all natural skins.

Do check cut the ever-growing Spaldhurst "own brand” goods. We are very pleased with
feadback on thess items and want to introduce even more items as we find them.

Cwur social space is looking more homely than ever and is attrecting pore and mae
patrons, drawn by the guiet area in a glorious sunny spot, whan the sun decidas to
come cut. We also have Freawiﬂanl:l that has drawn some from their home office to
weork in our lovely space.

Please continue to support your shop, we love being thera to serve you and hope that
yiou get 35 much joy out of the shop as we do. We have received 50 many complimants
fromivillagers and other patrons alike. We are so lucky to have it.

With best wishes from The Shop Committes.
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St Mary's Church, Speldhurst | St John's Church, Groombridge | St Martin's Chureh, Ashurst

March 2026

1* March

10am  Holy Communion (CW) at St Mary's, Speldhurst
1lam  Matins at St John’s, Groombridge

8" March

10am Morning Worship at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
1lam Holy Communion (BCP) at St John’s, Groombridge

15" March

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary's, Speldhurst
10am  Holy Communion (CW) at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
1lam  Morning Service at St Martin’s, Ashurst

22nd March

10am  All Age Worship at St Mary’s, Speldhurst
1lam Holy Communion (CW) at St Martin’s, Ashurst

29" March (Palm Sunday)

10am  All Age Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
1lam  Morning Service at St Martin’s, Ashurst

4pm Evensong at St Mary’s, Speldhurst

Priest in Charge: Reverend Rob Hindmarch

The Church Office can be contacted on 07960296027
or admin@speldhurstchurch.org
www.speldhurstchurch.org
facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/
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Do you remember Covid lockdowns?

a

In s0 many ways it was a hard time especially for children and young people missing school
or college and their friendship groups and for under 5's struggling to learn how to socialise.
For adults too there were difficulties, for example, the housebound and those who couldn’t
visit loved ones or receive visitors. I'm sure you could all add your own issues to that list of
prablems but it doesn’t help just to dwell on the negatives.

All this came rushing back to mind because earlier this week | was asked how well | knew
my neighbours. Immediately my thoughts went back to covid lockdowns but in one really
positive way. Positive because lockdown forced us to make a choice between accepting
isolation or getting to know our neighbours and in new ways.

| recall people using their gardens and even the allotments to socialise in small groups;
sometimes well-spaced around a small bonfire in warm clothes sharing a drink. Others
putting out chairs on their drive and on the pavement so that passers-by could join them for
refreshments and a chat. Neighbours refusing to be deprived of friendship and proving that
every dark cloud has a silver lining.

Are we at risk of losing that community spirit? Do we still make the effort to look out for and
get to know our neighbours in the good times and bad? | hope so. The Bible has a lot to say
about neighbours and neighbourliness, The story told by lesus of the Good Samaritan says
that anyone in need is our neighbour. It's more than just this though isn't it? It's about being
grateful that we live in a wonderful community and then playing our part to help in making
sure it continues to grow in care and love for each other.

Jesus was is famous for welcoming all sorts of people into his circle of friends. As Spring
approaches wouldn't it be great if we would follow his example and step outside to get to
know a wider circle of people.

Sheila Perkins
sheilaperkins123@gmail.com

Movers & Shakers

Phil Hall has kindly taken over the administration of the
allotments - thanks to Mark Oddy who has done this role for so

| many years. Phil is often at the allotments so if you would like to
find out more do go and have a chat - there is one plot free at the
| moment at £20 per year.
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‘ / Meredith Thomas has taken over the reins at the village
hall from Rachel Bourdin, thank you Rachel, welcome
" } and well done Meredith.

Opening Hours & Local Information

Buses

George & Dragon PH:

Dragonfly Farm Shop & Café:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Speldhurst Shop:

Post Office:

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to

Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services
Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm

Sat 12pm - 12pm

Sun 12pm - 8pm

01892 280494

Mon closed

Tues- Shop 8.30am - 5 pm; Café closed
Wed-Sat 8.30am - 5 pm

Sun 10am -4 pm

Mon - Fri 8am-épm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am -1pm; 2.30pm - 6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30am -11.30 only)

Monday 2.00 - 4.30pm.

Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5.00pm
Sat 8.00am -1.00pm
Sun 9.00am -11.00am

Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 9.00am -1.00pm;
Sun Closed




SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Age UK Lunch
Allotments

Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies

Bumps and Babes
Cricket Club
Junior Cricket section
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Men on Wednesday
Mothers’ Union
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair
Vice Chair
Clerk
Parish Councillors
Police Community Support Officer
Primary School
Rainbows

Recreation Ground

Running Group

Speldhurst Association of Men
Snooker Club

Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors

Speldhurst News Advertising

Jan Mann 863931

Phil Hall
speldhurstallotments@gmail.com

Jo Smith 518706
Debbie Moon 861317
Heather Hughes 863367
Louise Scoft
firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com
Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200

Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Francis Booth 07738474144
Karol Leeves 531104

lain Fenn 864908

Ollie Crees 07919467576
863040
862746
861646
863239
540793
541200
07984 793 974
07515938765

Sybil Oddy

Pat Carter

John Perkins
Christine Baker
Jenny Fitzsimmons

Paul Curry

toc

Helen Chater
Richard Ellery

Lisa Whitehead
Stephanie Hayward
Julia Constable
speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com

Ed Wesson 07799 731247
Paul Eames 07975 577630
Brian Tasker 862301

Nick Fenton 864144

Maria Turner 863394
Maria Turner 863394
Judith Malim 864268
Andrea Burgess 863362
Speldhurst.News@gmail.com

862927
864077
101/ 999
863044
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St Mary's Church Priest in Charge Rob Hindmarch
rob.hindmarch@speldhurstchurch.org

Administrator Rachael Foster 07960296027
Stoolball Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599
Scouts Nick Burgess 07773044374
Shop & Post Office 862824
Village Fete: Chair Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154
Village Hall Meredith Thomas 07786901312
Village Website Miranda Hawkins 863601

Advertising space is available, prices currently start from £55 for 1/8th
of a page advert

To advertise please email
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.
Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in

Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS. Science
teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home covering
all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 5127704 after

7.00pm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881 641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.
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RUTH FARLEY
REFLEXOLOGY

SPER « A
-

Reflexology for Stress Relief,
Relaxation & Well-Being

L, 07586 269626
4 ruthfreflexology@gmail.com

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

- LOSS
soar &a
BEREAVEMENT

Support offered:
Coaching

Therapeutic Coaching
“ounselling

www.daretosoartherapy.com

Email: hello@daretosoartherapy.con

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING

Contact:
speldhurst.news@gmail.com

PRIMARY TUTOR

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

01892 863102

Email: jpkent@emailprice.net
www.jpkenttutoring.com

GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on

07725 173820
www.reallygardenproud.com
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THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
ﬁ@g BEAUTY SALON
oL SPELDHURST
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES
(01892) 731 221

DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT
OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY
BABTAC, City and Guilds

Phone 07732 632944
Email sana.st@btinternet.com
“drrive in style with Faceblcr:ol( Tl:e:c—.*@;rea: atr Btr:;\mterton
ACS Chauffeurs” stagram Gsanasretrea

www.airport-car-services.co.uk
bookings@twacs.co.uk

AMORA CARE ; Regain peace of mind with our
award-winning home care.

Personal Care v~ Live-in and Nights v~

Dementia Care v Companionship v~

2024

WINNER Book a Free Assessment Today
Care Awards

- 01892 336 842

Amora Care Limited . vV { www.amoracare.co.uk

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall * STILLYOGA
Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am Y
Fordcombe Village Hall

Contact
Mon 10:30am-11:30am

Alicia Sinclair

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am Booking essential 07900 347 870
Hildenborough Village Hall Class info: alicia(@still-yoga.com
Tues 1lam-12pm www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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Institute of

Local Will Writing Service
We provide a Professional Will Writing Service
in the comfort of your own home at a time
convenient to you.

For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney
and Probate.

- cALLourLocaLspeciaust Tony Nunn

01732 369294 or 0800 1698038
EKW LEGACY PLANNING

A Professional

Is your

W|II

up to date?

Rusthall

Dental Practice

Maintain your
teeth for life...

+ Teeth whitening

+ Clear braces

* Nervous patients welcome

+ Pain free dentistry

* Mercury free fillings

* Emergency appointments
available

+ Smile makeovers

-
38 Meadow Road, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8UN

Tel: 01892 536 598

Web: www.rusthalldental.co.uk

Window Cleaning & Property
Maintenance Service

Reliable. Traditional.
Local.
Call us today for your free
consultation and a highly

competitive quote!

Services we offer include:

Traditional Window Cleaning (D ic&C cial)
Conservatory Cleaning

UPVC Frame Cleaning

Fascias & Soffit Cleaning

Gutter Clearing & Cleaning

Patio Cleaning

Path Cleaning

Driveway Cleaning

Contact us:
8 07305 085639
= ultimate.sparkle@mail.com

James T. Moon
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Projects
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Tel. 01892 861317
Mob. 07766238012
james@jtmoon.co.uk
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WILLIAM | GORDON

COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGE CUTTING

01892 769 975 07757 601 170
williamgordoncs.co.uk

SPELDHURST CARS

MERCEDES S CLASS
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS SEAPORTS LONDON etc.
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

01892 862961 07837 529885

BEGINNERS CLASS
MONDAYS 6.15PM - 7.15PM

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
MONDAYS 7.30PM - 9.00PM
INTERMEDIATE CLASS
WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM - 8.30PM

Please call to discuss/book
07769 975132

samdaviesiyengaryoga.com

MEREWORTH

'é .o

Car and Light Van
Service and Repair

Great Customer Service
Established 45 years

FREE Local Collection &
Delivery

MOT Repairs,
Hybrid Servicing

Unit 2B, North Farm Road Tun Wells TN2 3DR
01892 532276

www.mereworthmotors.co.uk

SEVENOAKS WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic and Commercial Window Cleaning
Interior and Exterior Window Cleaning
Cleaning Conservatories, Fascia & Soffits

USING THE LATEST PRESSURE CLEANING TECHNOLOGY WE ALSO CLEAN:

[Patios, Paths and Tarmac [Block Paved Drives [Stone and Brickwork
[Drain and Gutter Clearance [Mennis Courts [Full Insurance Cover

Please call for a free quote, no job too big or small!

01892 870656 07742 327026

pat@sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk www.sevenoaks-cleaning.co.uk

ENGLISH BESPOKE KITCHENS

CHARLOTTE

WILLIAMS
DESIGN
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ANDY SAYERS ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial
Installations-Rewires-Board Upgrades
Fault Finding-Maintenance & Repairs
Inspection & Testing Reports - Portable

App. Testing
Qualified to BS7671 2008 17™. Edition-
Building Regs. part P
Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates
T. 01892 740631 M 07836 256146

E.info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk

TELEVID
4K Ultra HD/LED TVs, Digital TV

Home Cinema Systems
Tune Ups/After Sales Support

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
Steve Turner
40, High Street, Rusthall
01892 521295

Rargigst”

Delicious cakes for all occasions,
home-baked to order by Karen
07989 092284
www.baketastic.co.uk

Find us on Facebook: Baketastic cakes
"Fantastic cakes, would thoroughly recommend!

For wherever you wish you were...

Woirr

TRAVEL BEYOND BESPOKE

Call Claire: 01892 710810 or 07899 065321
email: daire@plumtravel.co.uk

www. plumtravel.co.uk

RICHARDS
FENCING
Ltd

www.richards-fencing.co.uk

01892 770186

Unfo ld

Holistic Upper Body Massage

Treat yourself to an hour of Pure Relaxation...
Treatments given seated in a chair, either
through clothing or applying organic oil.

To book contact Rachael:
unfoldrelaxation@gmail.com
07769 647495
Gift Vouchers Available

EMMA THE FOOT LADY

~ Foot Care in Your Home ~

Corns & Calluses
Ingrowing Nails
Diabetic Foot Reflexology
Thickened Nail Athlete’s Foot

Emma Tamkin MAR MAFHP MCFHP

07759 476912
emmathefootlady@gmail.com

Fungal Infection
Nail Trimming

LANGTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Movement to Music
(seated or standing)

Tuesdays at 2pm
Contact Dianne: 07900 423676

Email: dianne@seated-exercise.co.uk
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Traditional

Mole, Rabbit, Mouse, Mink &
Squirrel Catcher
(no poisons used)

PETER KING

07432 813614
01892 520287
pkingmoles@outlook.com

RMW SERVICES

Rebecca Woodmansee

LADY DECORATOR SPECIALISING IN
CUSTOM PAINTED FURNITURE AND
KITCHENS
T: 07761 530679
On Facebook, Instagram or email
rebecca.woodmanseei@gmail.com

Tilly Bee Flowers

A,

% 4 ‘:\E
£ %
% }f

Your local florist providing flowers for
all occasions - weddings, funerals,
bouquets & gifts.

Call Samantha on 07429198366 /
01892 319677 or find us on Facebook

GROOMBRIDGE

FARM
SHOP

* WINNER s

KENTLIFE
“Best Farm Shop in Kent, 2017" | '(\?\“1{:)';

Open every day

01892 861753

‘A DOG’S BEST FRIEND’
Services which go the extra mile
for your special friend

T
¥ =

Home Boarding Dog Walking . v T“Tn n
Dog washing
Fully Licensed and Insured Kelvin Paterson BA (Mathematics)
Fully qualified and experienced teacher offering local
Call Adam Gurr on private tutoring to KS3, GCSE and A Level
Home: 01892 534790 D Telephone: 01892 231974 _
Mobile: 07983 458706 LR v o S
OVEN LEGENDS s
GARDEN SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL OVEN CLEANING For all your Gardening and
[ . ovenlegends.co.uk / B:info@ovenisgends.co-u | Landscaping

(

Our family run, fully insured oven cleaning
technician will clean your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive range of products
that are safe for use around children and pets.

(

Turfing, seeding, paths & patios, shed
bases, garden clearance, hedge cutting & all
tree work.

Reasonable rates
Contact Martyn on 01892 544556 or

07787 156513 or
martyn.lawrence@virginmedia.com




Trevor Hinton

Louise Renton Restorations

MICHT MHFST ITHHT VICT
Pilates teacher

Over 30 years’ experience in

Conservation and Restoration

PILATES

Waxing, French Polishing, Gilding
Antique Painted Furniture etc.
Careful and Concise

ON LINE & FORDCOMBE Tel: 07751 364343
01892 863075 Mob 07788663107 2 Peters Bank Cottages, Penshurst Road,
lou.renton@btinternet.com Bidborough

TIRED OF CLEANING?

Let Houseproud come to your rescue,
with quality home cleaning and
ironing for just
£13.50 per hour.

Call Sarah Sykes on MOtt ROybOne
07831 394422 Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
www.reallyhouseproud.com mattraybone@icloud.com

DRAGONFLY FARM
SPELDHURST

Farm Shop & Café

dragonflyfarm.co.uk
@dragonfly_farm_speldhurst
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Volkswagen Audi Specialist Ltd

Volkswagen, Audi, Seat & Skoda Specialist
All Makes Welcome
Service and Repairs
Local Vehicle Collection
8a, Chapman Way, High Brooms, TN2 3EF
01892 530840

WELD DONE
Welding, Metalwork and
Ornamental Ironwork
For quotations and advice contact
Neil Davies on:

Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 502914
Email: neilwelddone@hotmail.com
April Cottage, The Lane,
Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 ORP

HAIR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

0//87 3595019

Top Mark Traders
Mark Pring

Painter, Decorator and Multi-Trade

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Always At Your Service

07935100922
markpring@hotmail.co.uk

FOR HEDGE CUTTING
and MOWING

and all house and garden
maintenance

IAN STUART-BLACK

01580 200010
07743 472055

MAKING TAX DIGITAL

Accountants and Bookkeepers

Mike Stoner FIFA, FTA FIPA FAIA

Contact: ASTON STEELE
07753 132898

Email: aastonsteele@gmail.com
Website: astonsteele.business.site

LOCAL HANDYMAN

B S.FENTON

TE WHATSAPP / EMAIL
07704 122070

SEFHOMEIMPROVEMENTS@OUTLOOK.COM

FULLY INSURED « NO JOB TOO SMALL

(&3) PHOENICA
INTERIOR DESIGN
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN

DESIGN APPRAISAL
PRODUCT SOURCING

Email 1 aphoenica

] | )9 8¢ {
el 18492 2248
K g ASSOCIATE
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P M Braim Wood Finishers

Traditional restoration of fine antique and
modern furniture. Commercial and domestic
work undertaken. Staircases, doors and
panelling. Floors sanded, sealed and
lacquered. 20 years experience.

7 St Margaret's Road,

East Grinstead, RHig 3JH
http://www.pmbraim.co.uk

Tel : 01342 322559

?%892 489028 4 '

W.DennIX.Co.ukK

“IT’S AS EASYASABC~ e
PRIVATE TUITION BY -
QUALIFIED TEACHER HANNAH
ALL PRIMARY ENGLISH, MATHS AND Pilates Teacher
SCIENCE AN N
£ 2 11+ TUITION =z
#{‘ Bloney, Ocsk 1 Pilates Studio iripe;urst
‘g’ CHEMISTRY GCSE Offering private sessions promoting strength,
MRS CORNEL]A COLMAN mobility and movement rehabilitation using
pilates equipment.
LRsc’ Bsc’ PGCE Email: hfrpilates@gmail.com
O 'l 89 2 86 28 46 Telephone/Text: 07813774496

Your Local Mobile Coffee Service.
Premium coffee, tea, soft drinks & cakes.
Fully self-contained solar-powered trailer. No generator, no
noise, just amazing quality drinks and snacks.

___Functions
and Events

THE g —
DI www.TheJoeBox.com

TheJoeBox.

27




Professional Plumbing
Your 5 Star

& Heating Services
Plumbing and Heating Specialists
2. 8.0. 8 8 ¢

BOILER INSTALLATION,
REPAIR, REPLACEMENT,
SERVICING & SAFETY
CHECK

We can advise you of the best boiler to
suit your needs, budget and specification
as well as installing and maintaining
your current boiler. PPHS would
recommend an annual boiler service to
keep your boiler running at full
efficiency, prevent any breakdowns and
Save you money.

PLUMBING & PIPEWORK

Whether you need a leak repaired, a new

tap installed, radiators repaired or fitted or

general plumbing and pipe work, we can
help.

RADIATORS & POWER FLUSHING

A thorough powerfiush will improve heat
distribution throughout the pr Y.

subsequently lowering household energy
bills and increasing system reliability.

BATHROOMS

PPHS can do as much or as littie as you need to
help you realise your dream bathroom - including
heiping you choose the materials, sorting out the

plumbing and electrics, plastering your walls,
tiling and installing the fumiture

07702 082 193

peter@professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk

@ www.professionalplumbingandheating.co.uk




HENRY PAUL FU NERALS

CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL SERVICES

Independent Family Run | 24 Hour On-Call Service

10 High Street, Pembury, TN2 4NY
01892 825505

HENRYPAULFUNERALS.CO.UK

A FUNERAL PLANS frO
ggi%eeral ‘}tts (Jolc en Chm ter

ng fo r Life \_~

OPENING HOURS

01892 863158

Front cover image: Country Life Magazine




THE GEORGE & DRAGON

SPELOHURST ———

WE ARE BACK. BACK WHERE WE BELONG. AT THE
GEORGE & DRAGON. THE BIRTHPLACE OF SANKEYS
HOGSPITALITY JOURNEY IN 1960 WHEN DICK AND JEFF
SANKEY PURCHAGSED THE PUB. AFTER THEIR PASSING

THEIR SON. GUY SANKEY SOLD THE PUB TO JT DAVIS.
WHO ARE NOW BRAKSPEAR.

AFTER ALMOGST 3 DECADES. THE SANKEYS ARE BACK.
OUR AIM I8 TO PROVIDE A MEMORABLE HOSPITALITY
EXPERIENCE, EXCEPTIONAL FOOD & ALL AT GREAT
VALUE. THIS IS YOUR PUB AND WE ARE SO VERY PROUD
TO BE ITS CUSTODIANG.

WIWIW.SANKEYS.CO.UK/GND
01892 280 494
GND@SANKEYS.CO.UK




