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Dear Readers, 
 
With summer approaching it’s good to have some book recommendations for 
those lazy hours by the pool or in the garden. The book club have tried a variety 
of authors this year so far, with mixed reviews; DH Lawrence (Sons and Lovers) 
‘hasn’t aged well’, Ian McEwan (What we can know) ‘an intriguing view of the 
future and interpretations of the past’, Geraldine Brooks (Horse) ‘educational 
and emotional, if a little uneven’ and Kate Sawyer (This Family) DNF!  

To pick up your next read you can visit three 
places in Speldhurst...the village library on 
Mondays, the lending shelf in the community 
shop or the book box in the bus shelter on 
Southfields Road. 

Did you know that there is a Japanese word to 
describe a pile of books that you intend to read? 
Tsundoku...We would love to know what is in 
your ‘holiday tsundoku’ please send in your 
suggestions for our July/ August edition.  

Happy reading, 

Judith 

P.S. Polite reminder to renew or join our Speldhurst News subscription service, 
magazines delivered to your door by our wonderful team of distributors. 

Please send emails before 10th June 2026 for the July/ August issue to: 
speldhurst.news@gmail.com. Word, Publisher or pdf files preferred. 

 

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel news. These are 
taken in good faith and without prejudice; therefore the committee will not be held responsible for the 
accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for any work or treatment received from the 
advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of advertisers’ abilities before accepting a job quotation or 
undertaking a course of treatment.  All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word, pdf or Publisher file.  
The editors reserve the right to  amend submissions where they feel it is appropriate. 

Welcome! 
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News & Events 

What’s on in Speldhurst for the Under 5’s in June? 
 
Bumps and Babes enables new Mums in the village to get to know each other. 
We meet for coffee fortnightly in each other’s homes on Mondays from around 
10.30am. This month we’ll be meeting on 1st,15th & 29th June. Do contact 
Jenny if you are interested in joining the group. 
 
Praise and Play, St Mary’s Toddler Group, meets in the church on Wednesdays 
(9.30-11) and Fridays (9-10.30) during term time. We have great fun playing 
with the toys, doing a craft, ringing the church bell, and sharing story and song 
time together. All are welcome. 
 
Meanwhile if you are new to the village and have pre-school children, or know 
someone in that position, do get in touch with Jenny on 07891318123 or at 
jenny50fitz@gmail.com so she can give you more information. 
 
There are a number of mums who came to this group as bumps and babes 
themselves! 
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NATURE QUIZ 

These were all spotted around Speldhurst in the last few 
weeks, do you know what they are? Answers on page 14. 

‘The Drama Club are incredibly proud of all the children who performed Into 
the Woods and a trio extravaganza of Harry Potter, Annie and Matilda at the 
village hall to a packed audience of proud parents, grandparents and friends. 
Outstanding work! Well done all!’ Bethan Walker   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRAMA CLUB 
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Garden & Allotment News 

A Fleece on the Plot 
 
Visitors passing through the allotments may have noticed that some of my plants 
appear to be wearing jumpers. This is not, I promise, a new fashion in gardening, 
but an experiment with sheep’s wool. Gardeners are always being told to mulch, 
feed the soil, conserve water, deter slugs, recycle more and waste less. Sheep’s 
wool seems to sit somewhere in the middle of all these good intentions. It holds 
moisture, breaks down slowly, and is a natural material. Whether it performs 
miracles is another matter, but I thought it was worth a try. My first experiment 
is with potatoes. Instead of planting them in the usual way, I dug a hole, filled it 
with sheep’s wool, and planted the potato on top. The idea is that the wool will 
act like a moist cushion underneath the plant, holding water and perhaps giving 
the developing tubers a slightly softer, damper place to grow. Potatoes are thirsty 
plants, especially once they get going, so anything that helps retain moisture 
during dry spells has to be worth investigating. And it cuts a corner - growing 
jacket potatoes rather than cooking them (tee-hee). 
 
The second experiment is rather more daring. I have planted tomatoes in gutter 
hoppers using only sheep’s wool. No compost, no carefully mixed growing 
medium - just wool. This may turn out to be ingenious, or it may turn out to be 
one of those gardening ideas quietly abandoned before anyone asks too many 
questions. Tomatoes are hungry plants, so I shall be watching closely to see 
whether the wool alone gives them enough support, or whether they will start 
looking at me reproachfully and demanding proper food. 
 
There is also the famous slug question. Many gardeners hope that slugs and 
snails dislike crossing wool. I would like this to be true, particularly where 
young plants are concerned, but I am trying not to get carried away. Slugs have a 
way of making fools of us all. 
 
The great pleasure of allotment gardening is that there is always room for 
experiment. Some ideas work, some half-work, and some are useful only as 
warnings to others. But even the failures teach us something. So this year, 
alongside the potatoes, tomatoes, beans and weeds, I shall be growing a little 
curiosity. By the end of the season, I hope to know whether sheep’s wool 
deserves a regular place on the plot - or whether my plants simply spent the 
summer lying on a very comfortable mattress. 
 
Interested in having a Speldhurst Allotment and giving it a go? 
Contact Phil Hall at speldhurstallotments@gmail.com. 
 
Rob Kyte 



 

 

 7 

Speldhurst CEP Primary School News  
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Speldhurst CEP Primary School News  

Speldhurst Allotments 
Held their first Seedling Sale, raising over 
£100 and giving lots of villagers a challenge 
to grow the tallest sunflowers - we look 
forward to seeing more results at the 
Flower and Veg show in September. 
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What a busy time we have had in the shop this month!    
 
Warm weather has seen our renovated garden bloom with 
rhododendrons, the lilac tree, the Pieris in full bloom and lots of growth 
on all our new planting from last November.  Our one casualty is one of 
the yews in the containers outside the front door.  This has been re-
potted with more drainage and moved to a temporary spot to see if  in 
fact it has suffered from wind damage or over watering.  
 
Our shop was represented at the recent Speldhurst Parish Council 
Annual Parish Meeting in Langton Green village hall. Our new Chair 
Mary and Deb were showing off the Speldhurst own brand items 
available in the shop, and also advertising exactly what is on offer to 
residents of Langton who have not yet ventured here.  
 
We have to thank Martin Steibelt in particular, who has voluntarily done 
the painstaking job of painting our step railings. A long and laborious 
job but we are all very grateful to him.  
 
On the subject of volunteers, we have held two sessions in the shop 
informing potential volunteers exactly what is involved in being part of 
the team. Thank you to all who attended, we are always in need of keen 
people who wish to ensure the continued success of the shop and post 
office. These sessions were well attended and have resulted in new 
recruits. It is never too late though to offer your skills in garden 
maintenance as one of the many tasks that our team undertake!  
 

Our social space hosted a fabulous wine tasting evening 
recently, hosted by Jo from Wine Savvy. Jo is a resident of  
Speldhurst and carefully curates all our wines.  She has 
worked hard to find us a competitive supplier ensuring we 
have interesting wines at great prices, many of  which you 
won’t find anywhere else locally. 
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She is extremely knowledgeable, and brings the wines to life with 
her anecdotes.  We had great fun and hope to make this a regular 
feature in our calendar. Funds were used to pay for the upkeep of  
the social space.  
 
 

 
Strawberries are a massive hit in the shop and 
also Groombridge Asparagus, please get 
yours from us and help support the shop.  
 
Planning a holiday? If  you are, then don't forget we can get your 
currency for you, right on your doorstep. 
 
Heading to a wedding? Find that long forgotten suit or dress and let us 
get it dry cleaned for you in preparation for the big day.  
 
The patio outside the shop is a beautiful place to spend ten minutes 
with a coffee and enjoy magnificent views over towards Bidborough 
and Southborough. Take a breather and have a seat. Our new sun 
umbrellas should be with us any moment!  
 
We love our shop, and we hope you do too. 
 
Reminder. Annual Members meeting 23rd June 8.00 pm Speldhurst 
Village Hall. All welcome.  
 
From your Shop Committee.  
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CALLING ALL LOCAL 
ARTISTS  

29th October - 1st November 
2026 

Private Viewing 28th October 

Contact: 

mariamarianni63@gmail.com  

For more details. 

 
 
 
 

 
Our social space is currently displaying some 
art works from a local keen painter. If you 
are a budding artist and have work you 
would like to display, or sell, please use the 
social space to do just that. Ring Deb on 
07834159605 or leave a note in the shop if 
interested. 
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The new Nourish Foodbank in the 
Community Shop. 

Nature Quiz answers: 1. Slow worm 2. Speckled Wood 3. Carpet Bugel. 
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Letter from St Mary’s 

I’m not religious! 
 
Great! Neither am I. 
 
If being religious means blindly following rules designed by someone else 
then I have something in common with those who reject it.  
 
In Jesus’ time the Jewish Leaders and Pharisees were famous for inventing 
new rules. Even the ten commandments weren’t safe and they embellished 
them with all sorts of nit picking regulations and religious practices, 
especially when it came to the Sabbath Day. One of Jesus’ pet phrases 
was, “Woe to you Pharisees and teachers of the law”. Jesus didn’t 
hesitate to condemn those who hid the love of God behind bureaucracy 
and made people feel bad about themselves. 
 
Jesus summarised the ten commandments as: 
 
 Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
 Love your neighbour as yourself 
 
These two positive value statements are not designed to make you feel 
guilty but to inspire you to lead a lifestyle based on love for other people 
and love for the God who created you and who will always be there for 
you. It is an amazing thought that God is 100% unadulterated love and 
that he loves each one of us unconditionally. We don’t deserve his love 
and we certainly can’t earn it. God is pure love. 
 
If you are unsure how to apply this to your life and to respond to the love 
of God, then you need look no further than the example set by Jesus. He is 
the “way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through 
him”. To find out more about Jesus and how he sacrificed his life to save 
yours, then you should spend the 90 minutes it takes to read Luke’s 
Gospel. Alternatively pray, “Please Jesus clean me up and count me in”. 
Go for a walk or find a quiet space and turn it into a mantra. 
 
Sheila the unruly vicar – sheilaperkins123@gmail.com 
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Opening Hours & Local Information 

  Buses    Timetables for bus  285 Speldhurst to  

     Tun Wells  - Hams Travel 01580 879629 

     For info: https://hamstravel.com/services 

George & Dragon PH:   Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm 

     Sat 12pm - 12pm 

     Sun 12pm - 8pm     

     01892  280494 

 

Dragonfly Farm Shop & Café: Mon closed 

     Tues- Shop 8.30am - 5 pm; Café closed 

     Wed-Sat 8.30am - 5 pm 

     Sun 10 am - 4 pm   

 

GP:     Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040 

 

Dispensary:    Mon - Fri 8.30am -1pm; 2.30pm - 6pm  

     (dispensary calls 8.30am -11.30 only) 

 

Library (village hall):  Monday 2.00 - 4.30pm.  

 

Speldhurst Shop:   Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 8.00am -1.00pm 

     Sun 9.00am -11.00am 

 

Post Office:    Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 

     Sat 9.00am -1.00pm;  

     Sun Closed 
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Age UK Lunch Jan Mann   863931 

Allotments     Phil Hall  

      speldhurstallotments@gmail.com 

Beavers     Jo Smith   518706 

Bowls Club     Debbie Moon  861317  

Bridge Club    Heather Hughes  863367 

Brownies     Louise Scott     

       firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com  

Bumps and Babes   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Cricket Club    Ed Wesson    07799 731247  

Junior Cricket section   Francis Booth  07738474144 

Cubs      Karol Leeves  531104  

Flower Show    Iain Fenn   864908  

Football: Speldhurst Rangers   Ollie Crees   07919467576  

GP Surgery          863040 

Guides      Sybil Oddy   862746 

Library     Pat Carter   861646  

Men on Wednesday   John Perkins   863239 

Mothers’ Union    Christine Baker  540793  

Mothers & Toddlers   Jenny Fitzsimmons 541200  

Nursery School        07984 793 974 

Parish Council: Chair   Paul Curry   07515 938765 

                       Vice Chair           Jade Dickens            

             Clerk              Helen Chater   862927  

         Parish Councillors Richard Ellery  864077 

Police Community Support Officer  Lisa Whitehead  101/ 999 

Primary School    Stephanie Hayward 863044 

Rainbows     Julia Constable   

       speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com 

Recreation Ground   Ed Wesson   07799 731247  

Running Group    Paul Eames   07975 577630 

Speldhurst Association of Men Brian Tasker   862301 

Snooker Club    Nick Fenton  864144 

Speldhurst Art Exhibition  Maria Turner  863394 

Speldhurst News Editors   Maria Turner  863394 

      Judith Malim  864268 

      Andrea Burgess  863362 

Speldhurst News Advertising  Speldhurst.News@gmail.com 

St Mary’s Church Priest in Charge  Rob Hindmarch    

SPELDHURST VILLAGE  

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:firstspeldhurstbrownies@gmail.com
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            rob.hindmarch@speldhurstchurch.org 

Administrator      Rachael Foster  07960296027 

Stoolball     Donna Burden  524793 

          07810 048599 

Scouts     Nick Burgess  07773044374 

Shop & Post Office         862824 

Village Fete: Chair   Mike Harrowing  0772 5561154  

Village Hall                         Meredith Thomas  07786901312  

Village Website    Miranda Hawkins  863601 

Walking Group    Brian Tasker   862301 

Advertising space is available 
Prices currently start from £60 p.a. for 1/8th page advert (10 issues p.a.)  
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Front Cover Image: The Village Fete Committee 




