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~Welcome & Contents

Dear Readers we hope this finds you well. Our
& stunning front cover was generously given to us
by Garrington South East. The weather in
October can be very pleasant so my hopeful
choice of front cover reflects my optimism.
Pl enty of news inside and donot f
or views, we welcome your emails at the address below.

Very best wishes

Maria

News Editors: Maria Turner, & Judith Malim

Please send emaitefore 10th October 2024 for the November Issu#o:
speldhurst.news@gmail.coVord, Publisher or pdf files preferred.

|l nside this mont hié.
Diary at a Glance 2

What s On 38,12&14
Borough Council Update 9

Speldhurst Chapel Project 1611
Allotment News 13

Nature Watch 15

Speldhurst School News 16

Church Diary 18
Letter from St 1®Mar yods
Speldhurst Parish Council 20-21

Clubs & Organisations 22-23
Advertising 24-32

SPELDHURST NEWS endeavours to include articles in addition to village, church and chapel

news. These are taken in good faith and without prejudice, therefore the committee will

not be held responsible for the accuracy of the content, nor will it be held responsible for

any work or treatment received from the advertisers. Readers should satisfy themselves of
advertisersod6 abilities before accepting a job quc
All articles & inclusions should be sent as a word document attachment. The editors reserve



Diary at a Glance

Mondays

Mondays
Wed & Fri

Sat 5th

Thurs 10th

Sat 19th

Sat 9th

Sat 16th

Tues 26th

Sat 21st

October

Library
2-4.30pm

Bumps and Babes
Praise & Play

Blackham Village Market
Tonbridge Music Club

Poppies Workshop

Lifeboat Coffee Morning

November
Bonfire Night
Race Night
Winter Market

Sweet Trees Workshop

December

Community Carol Service

p.3
p.3
p.5
p.12

p.7

p.3

p.8
p.4
p.4

p.7

p.5
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OVEMBER 16TH 2024 2-5PM
SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL

FREE ENTRY
RASCALS PIZZA
KIDS TRAIL
HOT CIDER
CAKES
STALLS
GIFTS
RAFFLE PRIZES
AND SO MUCH MORE!

COME AND HAVE FUN AT OUR RACE NIGHT
AT THE SPELDHURST VILLAGE HALL
AND HELP RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO
SUPPORT THE CHAPEL PROJECT

T.ckets just £10 including your
first drink and nibbles

16 TH November 7:30PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION; SPEAK TO
3 MARTHA (07866 207068)
i1 OR JULIEAO7917 806542)




ST MARYCHURCH

2024 COMMUNI TY

OL SERVI CE

Dat €'DEXIE MBER
Rehearsals: EvéNgveEmbe
7. 30pm
I n St Mary
e a passion for
red and no audi
Contact: Hehnh tgh esugdw Qi

| f

o Blackham Vi(lage
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER
10.00Am TO 12.15Pm

Coffee/Jea & homemade cakes
served from10qm
Lots of (ovely produce for sale: homemade
pasties. cakes, scones. free range eqgs. bread. bird
food. honey. handmade craft items and (ots move




Yess BHOEBOX
agal n!

Could you pack a shoebc

Leafl ets are available from St Mar
completed boxes can also be dropped off from thé 14" November.

Also, we are again looking for volunteers to help process the thousands of
donated at ar South East Processing Centre. Everyone is welcome,

whether for just 2 hours one day, or all day every day!
For more information please contact Julie Pinnellkp@306 @gmail.com, or c:
01892 863300 or 07917 606542



mailto:jkp3306@gmail.com,%20%20%20or%20call%2001892%20863300%20or%2007917%20606542
mailto:jkp3306@gmail.com,%20%20%20or%20call%2001892%20863300%20or%2007917%20606542

All workshops held

here in Speldhurst

NORTHERN
LIGCHTS '7

cweer  NOU

" FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
JULIE ON 07917 606542 OR
H AT i O L)

Blackham Countr;’LPayeri;

Are delighted to present

THE GRAND CHAM'S DIAMOND
(Then and Now)

st
Thursday 2; November Saturday 23 November — 7.00pm
Friday 22nd November — 8.00pm Special Gala Performance
In Collaboration with Blackham Village Hall
will include a 2-course supper to celebrate
the Hall's Centenary

Tickets £15

Tickets please contact Rich on Tickets contact Rich on 07579 210122
07579 210122 or Ruth on 07890 303791

Tickets £10 to include interval
nibbles




PROUDLY PRESENTS

BON FI
FIREWQ &:1
NIGHT ‘

SATURDAY 9TH NOVEMBER
4 30-6PM " M




Borough Council update by Clir Jayne Sharratt

George and Dragon. | say summer, but | walked 1
there through a torrential downpour and spent &
much of my time dripping onto the stone floors
and hoping that my coat might dry a little before
ventured out again. In many ways this feels like {
story of the seasambrief hopeful bursts of sun-
shine punctuated by an abundance of rain. It wa
fantastic to chat to Maria and Judith about the
dedicated work they put into the magazine and ti
village, and they very kindly asked if | would wr
something to introduce myself to the ‘
community. hanks to the ownedJaoyfn et.|
You probably know that Speldhurst is now part of a bigger Borough Council
ward, along with Langton Green, Ashurst, part of Groombridge, and Rusthall.
Three Councillors have been elected to represent this area and | am one of
them, alongside Clir Matthew Sankey, and Clir Alex BriteA#an. Alex and |

are very appreciative of the fact that you have been excellently represented by
Matthew for a number of years, and that he knows Speldhurst like the back of
his hand. We work collaboratively with Matthew and together we will always
put service to the community first.

A little bit about med | live in Rusthall with my two children who go to

school l ocally. Il &m the Editor of R
| dm passionate about sup@leampdigned f am
against the closure of the Children

parent and toddler group. Since May, it has been a real delight to meet some of
you at Praise and Play in the church, the Village Fete, Parish Council meetings
and out and about. I 86ve still much
most abundantly clear from the beginning is that you have a strong communi-
ty, and you look after each othi&the Community Shop and Post Office pro-

ject is just one example of you getting together to do this.

For more information about what services the Borough Council provides, have
a look at the council websiteww.tunbridgewells.gov.uld | would especially
recommend signing up to the weekly newsletter. If there is anything your
councillors can do to help you, please get in touch with any of us. You can con-
tact Matthew atmatthew.sankey@tunbridgewells.gov.uklex atalex.brither
-allan@tunbridgewells.gov..dnd my email address is
Jayne.sharratt@tunbridgewells.gov.uk

9
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The Mol yneux Al mshou

Recruiting New T

The Mol yneux Al mshouses is a smal/l
vides soci al housing accommodati on
have |l ong term connections with Tun
it o provide convenient, comfortable
need, within a friendly and Qupport

Eight Trustees currently make wup th
a ptairme Administrator who | ooks aft
Charity. A number of our current
mont hs and we are | ooking for ne

r new Trustees should ideally be

l ved with the community, prepared
hes CWarktycan commit to regul ar
i g experience to compl ement t he
i | s, the ability to communicate,
e eslBest iamportantl vy, they shoul d

d has the time and energy to be a

The work of the Charity covers man)
made up of people who, together, ha

Financi al Management and Acc
Housing Maintenance and Mana
Project Management, Wel fare
Mar keting and Communi cati on
Resident Wel fare, Charity Wo

I f you think that you havendvhwant tt
out mor e, pl ease cont act Gi || P
gill . prateal@dmol ymssrsd caos kukf or our Tr
Pack which wil!/ give you more infor
Jt2aAiy FHROGEDSS NI M A H N
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NATURE WATCH

Great news for lovers of Spiders. The Fen
raft spider has had a very good year. It wa
on the verge of extinction in 2010 and re-
stricted to 3 sites in Britain.

Now after this wet summer the numbers
counted this year at 12 sites in Norfolk alo
were 3,750 breeding females. These spide
are the size of a man's hand and semi
aquatic, live in ditches and small areas of
water, [relax none found in houses]. They
can run across the surface of the water to capture their prey.

The spider's diet includes damselflies, dragonfly larvae and pond skaters and
some will even take small fish and tadpoles. They have been subjected to a lot
of conservation efforts and also a lot of watery areas that have been created for
birds and plants has all helped in their recovery.

Atlantic Puffins have also shown an increase this year. The bird also goes by
the names sea parrot or clown of the sea. On the Farne islands in
Northumberland which were hit by Bird flu a few years ago in which five hun-
dred + died, there has not been a count since Covid in 2019. So the rangers wet
very glad to find on the count this year a 15% rise in numbers counted in 2019.
They declared the population stable with no sign of Bird Flu. It is now hoped
that the same will be found all around the colonies in coastal waters of the Brit-
ish isles.

We still have a few Dragon and damselflies on the wing in October

such as Migrant Hawker, Common and Ruddy Darters and Willow Emerald.
There are also Butterflies such as Comma, Peacock, Red Admiral and if we are
lucky a Migrant Clouded Yellow.

Alan Ford
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| Fete Logo Design I
I Competition! |

——————————J

The Speldhurst Fete Committee is pleased to open a new competition to design a logo for
our Summer Fete.

All residents of the village (of all ages and talents) are welcome to submit an entry.The
winning logo shall be used in our future publicity and advertising across the village and
online.

Submissions can be made digitally to Speldhurstf8@gmailcom or physically to
17 5§t Mary’s Lane. The designer’s name and contact details must be submitted alongside
entries.

The logo may include the words ‘Speldhurst Village Fete” or may be wordless.

o 1st Prize:
Your logo adopted by the Fete, Free entry for you family,
* 25 Grand Draw tickets, and Unlimited Bouncing!*

2nd Prize:

” 20 Grand Draw tickets and Unlimited bouncing*

3rd Prize:

3 e oot

” 10 Grand Draw tickets OR Unlimited bouncing*
Deadline:

Monday 4th November

The smallprint:
Digital submissians should be set at 300 dpi.

The Committee will not be able to return submissions ance entered

The Committee may make adjustments to the winning design, or replicate for sizing purpases.

For copyright purposes, the winning design shall became the intellectual property of Speldhurst Fete
Committee in perpetuity.

*All prizes are capped to a *family” of § (any 2 adults, and any 3 children) and limited to Speldhurst Village
Fete, 21st June 2025. ‘Bouncing’ is each child's choice of all-day access to the bouncy castle or assault course.
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With Autumn well under way those of you who are gardeners (which sadly

i sndét me) have been busy harvesting
ments and gardens. And the farmers in the fields around us have been working
all the hours God gave them harvesting the barley, wheat, and maize as well as
the apples, pears and plums from their orchards. It is indeed a busy time of the
year on the land. And traditionally it is the time of the year when we pause and
say thank you to God for all he provides for us. And not just what is grown lo-
cally. We can enjoy many different foods, these days, coming from all over the
world |ike coffee, tea, and chocol at
you for these too.

Harvest festivals have taken many different forms over the years. Sometimes a
harvest lunch is held when everyone gets together to share a meal and give
thanks; recently the children of Speldhurst School have joined together with
the congregation of St Maryds Churct
Nourish, the Tunbridge Wells Food bank as well flowers to the older members
of our community.

I wonder i f you are among the dwindl
meal ? | |l ove the fact that it is cal
from the Latin word for giving thanks (in Italian, grazie). But it is also a re-
minder that our food indeed all that we have, our life and bredthre a gift

from God, one that we do not deserve. A short prayer before grasping the knife
and fork can be a meaningless habit; it can also be a moment, daily, when we
remember our interdependence on a loving God who is worthy of our thanks.

A church harvest festival performs the same function in the life of a Christian
community. Together we celebrate all that God has given us to sustain life, as
we pray O06Give us today our daily bre

Jenny Fitzsimmons
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mailto:clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

SPELDHURST VILLAGE
CLUBS & ORGANISATION

Age UK Lunch
Allotments
Beavers
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies
Bumps and Babes
Cricket Club
Junior Cricket section
Cubs
Flower Show
Football: Speldhurst Rangers
GP Surgery
Guides
Library
Men on Wednesday
Mot her s @
Mothers & Toddlers
Nursery School
Parish Council: Chair
Vice Chair
Parish Clerk
Parish Councillors

Uni on

Police Community Support Officer Gemma.Gilbert
Stephanie Hayward

Primary School
Rainbows

Recreation Ground

Running Group

Speldhurst Association of Men
Snooker Club

Speldhurst Art Exhibition
Speldhurst News Editors

Speldhurst News Advertising

Jan Mann

Mark Oddy

Jo Smith
Debbie Moon
Heather Hughes
Louise Scott
Jenny Fitzsimmons
Nick Coffin
Francis Booth
Karol Leeves
lain Fenn

Ollie Crees

Sybil Oddy

Olive West

John Perkins
Christine Baker
Jenny Fitzsimmons

Paul Curry
Katrina Lyle
Katie Neve
Richard Ellery
Alan Rowe

Alex Brown

863931
862746
518706
861317
863367
862972
541200
07867 803121
07738474144
531104
864908
07919467576
863040
862746
863234
863239
540793
541200
860557
07515 938765
862070
862927
864077
863404

@kent.police.uk

863044

speldhurstrainbows@gmail.com

Ed Wesson
Paul Eames
Brian Tasker
Nick Fenton
Maria Turner
Maria Turner
Sara Turner
Judith Malim
Eric Roughley

07799 731247
07975 577630
862301
864144
863394
863394
863226
864268
863222



mailto:miles.booth2@kent.police.uk

St Mar yodsRec@onur ch

Administrator
Stoolball

Scouts

Shop & Post Office
Village Fete: Chair
Village Hall

Village Website
Walking Group

George & Dragon PH:

GP:

Dispensary:

Library (village hall):

Shop:
Post Office:

Rachael Foster 861187

Donna Burden 524793
07810 048599

Nick Burgess 863362

Jo-Anne Dekker 863158

Mike Harrowing 0772 5561154

Rachel Bourdin 07766 830303

Miranda Hawkins 863601

Brian Tasker 862301

Opening Hours &
Local Information

Timetables for bus 285 Speldhurst to
Tun Wells - Hams Travel 01580 879629
For info: https://hamstravel.com/services

Mon -Thurs & Sun midday to 10 -00pm.
Fri & Sat midday to 11 -00pm.

01892 338549

Mon - Fri 8am-6pm Tel: 01892 863040

Mon - Fri 8.30am-1pm; 2.30 -6pm
(dispensary calls 8.30 -11.30 only)

Monday 2 -4.30pm.

Mon -Fri 7.30am-5pm; Sat 8 -1pm; Sun 8-11
Mon -Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 9 -1pm; Sun Closed

23




To advertise please contact Eric Roughley
Email: e.roughley222@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01892 863222

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS AND RESTORATION:
John Mathieson MBHI, West Dean/BADA Diplomas - 01732 359006
www.clockcare.co.uk.

GREAT GARDENS: Tim Welch HND MCI Hort.

Professional Gardening with 33 years in the industry. All types of pruning &
training, border planting schemes and garden tidy ups undertaken. Based in
Tunbridge Wells. Call Tim on 0759 777 6104 or email: tim@twgardening.com.

GUITAR TUITION: All ages welcome. Are you starting from scratch or stuck
in a rut? Jonathon’s Guitar Studio can help. For further details, ring
Jonathon - 07900 825495.

SCIENCE MADE EASY: GCSE CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY & PHYSICS.
Science teacher, MSc PGCE & DBS checked, offers tuition in your own home
covering all exam boards plus intensive pre-exam tuition. Call 01892 512704
after 7.oopm. or m. 07745 249361 after 3.30pm.

SP ENGLISH LEADWORKS: All aspects of roofing undertaken. New roofs,
lead, slate and tiled, also repairs and restoration work. Very reliable. Call
Steve 07881641244 or email englishleadworks@hotmail.co.uk.

PRIMARY TUTOR GARDENING SERVICES

Building confidence and skills
for those struggling at school
or needing more challenge.
11+ tutoring also available.

Mowing, Weeding, Hoeing
and Pruning, etc.

Call Gardenproud on
01892 863102
Email: jpkent@emailprice.net 07725 173820
www.jpkenttutoring.com www.reallygardenproud.com
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. THE RETREAT AT BRAMERTON
Louise Renton BEAUTY SALON
MICHT MHFST IIHHT VTCT SPELDHURST

Pilates teacher DERMALOGICA SKIN EXPERT

PILATES OPI NAIL TECHNICIAN

Dermalogica Facials,
OPI Manicures & Pedicures

Waxing, Eye Treatments
& St Tropez Tanning

SANA SMITH-TILLEY

CLASSES ' |
ON LINE & LANGTON GREEN BABTAC, City and Guilds
Phone 07732 632944
01892 863075 Mob 07788663107 Email sana.st@btinternet.com
lou.renton@btinternet.com Facebook The Retreat at Bramerton

www.louiserenton.vpweb.co.uk Instagram @sanasretreat

Book a Free PREMIUM HOME CARE
Assessment

Today: We provide peace of mind to families by =
_— empowering older adults to live
Eﬂ:r- (8] independently at home.

* Personal Care
« Companionship
« Dementia Care

* Post-Hospital Care -

amoracare.co.u}(

Chiddingstone Causeway Hall 3¢ S T | L I__ Y Q G A

Tue & Fri 9:15am-10:15am

Fordcombe Village Hall Contact

Mon 10:30am-11:30am Alicia Sinclair

Thur 9:15am - 10:15am Booking essential 07900 347 870
Hildenborough Village Hall Class info: alicia(@still-yoga.com
Tues 1lam-12pm www.still-yoga.com  |nstagram: alicia_stillyoga
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